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ADVERTISEMENT- 

THE eflfedl: of gteat literaiy reputation 
is fuch that the world is better 
pleafed with anecdotes, concerning eminent 
tv-riters, than the exploits of warriors, 
Whofe fame has been acquhed in diftant 
tountries. The flighteft remains, in verfc 
or profe, which relate to the life^of M. dc 
Voltaire, or the hiftory of his works, are, 
at prefent, much ittore fought for than the 
heroic deeds of Zingis-Khan. This con- 
fideration has induced us to publifli the 
following Memoirs : they have been col- 
lected by three men of letters, all well in- 
formed, who make no pretenfions, except 
to truth and fimplicity ; and who relate 
the good and ill they know with equal 
candor. 

M. de Voltaire is fometlmes judged, irf 
the following work, with rigid equity* 
Some traits of his charafter and condu6t 
are examined, which are not fo indifferent 
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to the public as might, at firft, be ima- 
gined. Having had the mofl powerful in- 
fluence, over the opinioiis of the age in 
which he lived, it may,' perhaps, be ef- 
fentially neceffary to know whether fomc 
pf the opinions he publilhed, relative to 
religion, and its advocates, did not origi- 
nate in pettiihnefs, refentment, or a de- 
flre to dogmatize. The following Memoirs 
may lead to the folution of this, queftion ; 
and authors more capable may, hereafter, 
finilh \yhat we have begun. 

Many of the mofl diftinguiflied men of 
letters were, likewife, attacked by him ; 
and treated with feverity, bordering on in- 
juftice. The graces of his imagination, 
and the vivacity of his wit, interefled even 
thofe in his behalf who ought to have . 
been the firft defenders of the perfons he 
aiTaulted. Whether he was right, or wrong, 
will beft be feen by reading the fadts, for 
and againft. We have inferted feme pieces, 
of this kind, by Voltaire, which were un- 
known, and which are written with that 
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elegant pdrfpicuity, that agreeable and 
poignant manner which fo particnjarly 
ftamp the. works o£ ^JM. de Voltaire. 

A long preface were fuperfluous, at the 
head of a work of which fo extraordinary 
a man is the fubjeft : his name, alone, is 
a recommendation, to the curious reader, 
and the inipartiality of the following anec- 
dotes will enfure the approbation of the 
equitable. 

That which Voltaire himfelf faid of Cor- 
neille has been remembered as a rule— 
*^ What good iTiould I do him by flattery; 
*' what ill by fmcerity ? Truth is prefe- 
*' rable to Corneille ; ind we ought not 
*' to deceive the living out of refpe6t to 
*^ the dead.'* 

Thus far the French waiter fpeaks for 
himfelf; the tranflator will juft add a few 
words. It ought to be remembered that 
the author, or, as he rtiodeftly calls him- 
felf, editor of the following Memoirs, is a 
monk X and though,' perhaps, more free 
from prejudice and partiality than we have 
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ttafott to expe6^> in a character of that 
defcfiption, yet not wholly fo, in what 
concerns religion* His relation of M* do 
Voltaire's laft illnefs, recantation and death, 
may properly be called the Prieft's relation. 
The men of letters, moft intimate with 
Voltaire, and who were continually pre- 
fent with him, during his ficknefs, give 
St very different account. In fa^, there 
feems to have been a kind of combat, be-* 
tween the priefts and the philofophers, for 
the foul of M. de Voltaire. Every ftrata- 
gem was ufed, by the former, to bring 
him to a recantation, and make him abjure 
thofe do6l:rines and writings, at his death, 
by which they had been fo repeatedly at* 
tacked and ridiculed, during his life. The, 
philofophers, on their part, wanted to 
outwit the priefts, and have M. de Vol- 
taire enjoy all the ceremonials they thought 
his due, rather, perhaps, as a citizen than 
a chriftian, in the church's defpite. The 
artifices employed by both parties redound 
not much to the credit of either*; and 
certainly contributed to embitter the laft 
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moments of M. de Voltaire, The philo-. 
fophers ought to have had more philo- 
fophy, the chriftians more chriftianity ; 
that is to fay, more charity and lefs ran- 
cour. That M, de Voltaire went out of 
the world relu6lantly there is little reafon, 
to doubt* Every circumftance of his life 
informs us that, as his genius was gx'eat,. 
fo, his vanity was unbounded ; and this 
had been fo abundantly fed, during the 
fhort time he lived, after his .kft return 
to Paris, that his relihStance to quit the 
delicious banquet infpired, at certain mo^ 
ments, not only repiniii^ and grief, but 
even paflion and extravagance. 

No man, during his life, had, at dif- 
ferent times, been fo much or fo little a 
philofopher ; and could any inftance have 
proved the opinion that man is compofed. 
of two natures, a good, and an evil, it 
would have been M. de Voltaire. 

With refpe6l: to his burial in confecrated 
groijnd, and the difputes concerning it, 
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we fhall only add^ they were equally un- 
worthy philofophy and chriftianity. 

' The fame farce was again repeated, at 
the death of M. d'Alembert ; though, the 
dbjedt not being of equal magnitude, the 
difputants were not equally obftinate and 
enraged, 

Curiofity has been fo eager, and unre- 
mitting, in its refeafches, concerning M. 
de Voltaire, that to find no repetition, 
whatever, of anecdotes before made pub- 
lic, in a work which approaches more 
the form of a regular life, though it affumes * 
the modeft title of Memoirs, thar^ any hi- 
therto publilhed, can neither be expelled 
nor hoped. But thalt many fa6ts little 
known, poetical pieces, repartees, and epi- 
grams, now firft colle6led, will be found 
here, and that thefe Memoirs contain 
materials to furnifh the reader with a full 
and compleat portrait of the man, may, 
without presumption, be alTerted, 
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MEMOIR S, Sec. 



FRANCOIS Marie Aroitet de Voltaire, 
member of the French academy, and of al- 
moft all the academies in Europe, was born at 
Paris, November 2b, 1 604. His family appertained 
to the long robe, and his father, at firfl: notary 
to the Chatelety and afterwards treafurer to the 
Chambre des Comptes, at Paris, was equally refped:- 
able for his learning and his office. His houfe 
was the rendezvous of the literati. Madame 
Arpuet (Marie-Marguerite d'Aumart of a family 
of diftinftion) added to her perfonal charms an 
excellent underftanding : flie was every way de- 
ferving • her hulband, and worthy to be the mo- 
ther of the greateft poet of his age. 
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At the birth of M, de Voltaire, though he af- 
terwards attained to the age of 84, his life was de^^ 
fpaired of, and having received half b?iptifm, the 
completion of the ceremony was put off for feve- 
ral months. 

Apollo appears to have prefided over the infancy 
of M. de Voltan-e. He ftammered verfes almoft 
as fobn as he could fpeak ; thit is> at fix years 
old. Others have rhimed from inclination and 
labor, he was a poet in fpite of himfelf. 

He was very early fent ai a boarder to the col- 
lege of Louis le Grand, where he began his literary 
career with uncommon fplendor. He gained al- 
.moft all the prizes, and wrote with equal facility 
in verfe and profci The two profeflbrs of rhe- 
toric, were- Father le Jai, author of a dull com- 
pilation for the ufe of colleges, tod Father Por6ct 
well known Tor his abilities in rendering learning 
and virtue amiable. Thefe two, during the feven 
yeari he was under their tuition, beftowed much 
pains to infpire him with refpeft forthe fublime 
truths of relrgioii, but without fuccefs. Young 
Arouct began, at the age of twclte, to advance thofe 
principles and indulge in thofe farcafms with 
which fo rtiany x)f hi^ v^ofks have fince abounded ; 
^id it is a (idt^ that Father le Jai, even then, 
predifted, he would become the ftandard bearer 
of infidelit}''. * . 

What 
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What gave thefe Jcfuits the greateft uneafinefs, 
concerning the fentimetits fo early Ihewn by M, de 
Voltaire, feems to have been, that they were thereby 
deprived of the hopes of his joining their fociety j 
which, it is well known, endeavored to attach 
to itfelf every fcholar of promifing talents, and 
thofe of M» de Voltaire appeared to be of the firil 
. order ; bijt he difregarded all their careffes, and 
difappointed all their fchemes, by his open avowal 
of J^is principles. 

The tharaAer of Father Pdr&, a Bum of a 
mild and infinuating :difpo6tion^ was much more 
agreeable to. young Arouet than that of Father Lc 
Jai, who was a mere pedant without any know- 
ledge of the world. With the former he main- 
tained an intimacy as long as he lived, and there 
remain feveral letters to that Jefuit, which prove 
he always carefully cultivated his friendihip; 
and though (ince his death he has introduced him 
in the Confejfion of Father Berthtery this is a fally of 
imagination which may be forgiven a wit. Befides, 
a Frenchman does not always d^fpife thofe whom 
he ridicules, and no man was more a Frenchman 
than M. de Voltaire. 

This talent of raillery he began to difplay very 
early, for while he was exceedingly young, a cook 
maid of his father^s, who was mother to the jour- 
neyman cobler that had been fuborned by Rouf- 
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feau in his lawfuit againft Saurin, being greatly 
afraid her fon would be hanged, diflurbed the 
whole family with her lamentations, ^ Do not 
terrify yourfelf, good woman, faid young Vol- 
taire, there is nothing to fear : Roufleau, the fon 
of a flioemaker, fuborns a cobler, who has, you 
fay, a flioe -black for his accomplice : never fear, 
you will not be dirtied higher than the .ancle/'* 

Arouet was fcarcely twelve years of age when 
an old invalid came to requeft the Regent of the 
college of Louis le Gtand, to compofe hira a pla- 
cet in verfe for the Dauphin : the Regent referred 
him to his fcholar, who produced the following 
verfes i-f 

Offspring of the moll puiffant bfmonarchs. 
His delight and our hope, who, the* not yet 
A king, art fov 'reign o'er thy people's hearts ; 
Permit my feeble, but ambitious hand. 
An offering to prefent, tho' this the due 
And privilege of deities alone. 
Her choiceft gifts Nature thy birth bequeathe. 
And maik'd thee worthy of thy high defcent. 

* To7tt cela ne paffera pas h chevilU dit pied. A French 
Proverb. 

' f M. de Voltaire has given thcfe verfes vx ya& h\fioTical 
Commentary^ but with feveral alterations and corrections* We 
thought It might not be difagreeablc to the reader to fee the 
lirft clfay of the young poet, rather than the copy corrcded 
by the ripened judgment. 

Each 
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Each god was anxious fomething to beftow ; 
Mars fcnt thee ftrength and valor, Pallas imprefs'd 
Even on youthful fire, the wifdom of age. 
Beauty wa^ Apollo's gift ; but a god 
More mighty, whom in trouble I implore, 
Beftow'd fomewhat on me when hebeftow'd 
A liberal feeling heart upon my Prince. 

This poetical trifle gained the old foldier twen- 
ty guineas. 

While he was at college he wrote the following 
lines on the death of Nero, who killed himfelf : 

Execrable accomplice of a mother's death, 
By my own hand to fall is what I merit. . 
Cruelties alone have I yet committed^ 
Thus let me at laft do an aft of juftice. . 

Young Arouet had alfo fome t'alents for Latin 
poetry, and has written verfes in that language 
fince he left college. The following, which ex- 
prefs all the properties of fire in a few words, 
are among his beft. 

Ignis ubique latet ; naturam ampkElitur omnem, 
Cun£la parity renovate dividity urit^ alit*. 



* Fire lies hid eveiy where, it penetrates all nature, it pro* 
duces, renovates, divides, burns, and nourilbes all things. 
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The AbW de Chatcauneuf, brother to the am- 
baflador at the Hague, was godfather to young 
Arouet, and the confidential friend of his mother. 
He was very fond of his Godfon, and endeavored 
all in his power to promote his intereft. T^is 
Abbe was extremely intimate with Mademoifelle 
de TEnclos, whofe houfe was a kind of hotel de 
Rambouillet, the refort of wit and philofophy, 
Thofe mothers who wiflied to have their fons in- 
troduced to the world with advantage, fent them 
to that School; and fhe who would have led them 
into error in her youth, took a pleafure in her old 
age to form them for fociety. 

Young Arouet, who was then but twelve ye^rs 
old, made verfes much fuperior to what could 
have.been expected from his age. Mademoifelle 
de TEnclos wiflied to fee him, and the Abbe de 
• Chateauneuf, who managed her domeftic affairs, 
introduced the young poet to that celebrated lady* 
Mademoifelle de J'Enclos was extremely pleafed 
with him, and making her will a fliort time af«- 
terward, flie bequeathed him a legacy of 2000 
livres (83U fterling) to buy books. She died 
very foon after. It has been faid that Mademoi- 
felle de TEnclos preferved her beauty to the age 
of eighty. M. de Voltaire, who had feen her in 
the latter part of her life, fays, m his Defence (fffp^ 
Uncle^ that flxe was dried up like a mummy, 
' ' " "She 
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^^ She was, adds he, a wrinkled ikeleten, with a yel- 
low or almoft black fkin covering her bones.*' Much 
has been written on this celebrated courtifan, of 
which more is falfe than true. It is pretended th^t 
fl>e never facrificed to pleafure for intereft, but was 
always determined by her affeftions ; but as thofp 
afFediions fo frequently changed their pbjec3:> ihe 
was foon confidered among the French as Lais or 
Fhym were among the Greeks. Some pious la- 
dies once propofed to the Queen-Mother to fliut 
her up in the convent of the Repentant Maidens, 
(ElkS'Teprnties) but ihe replied, that would be 
highly improper, a$ ihe was neither the one nor 
the other. Thpugh her Life has been written in 
form, it contains no remarkable events. Many 
.lovers, a few friends, a fedentary life, and ibmc 
agreeable entertainments, compofe the whole hif^ 
tory of this benefaftrefs to M* dc Voltaire. 

Our poet, having conceived a violent pafEon for 
the belles lettres, refufed to concur with the de- 
iigns of his parents, who had intended him for the 
bar. Having been fent by his father to iludy 
the law, he was fo difguftec^t the manner in 
which jurifprudence was taught, that he conceived 
an unconquerable averfion to that iciencej he 
early renounced all his profpe^ of advancement 
in that profeffion, to devote himfelf entirely to the 
fixAy of literature and manl^^indt But as it is 
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neceffary to have foine occupation, he attached 
himfelf to the Marquis de Chateauneuf, who, going 
to the Hague in 17 13, took hiin with him in qua- 
lity of page. 

There was then in that town a woman whofc 
adventures had rendered her famous. This was 
Madame du Noyer, known by five or fix volumes 
of prolix and fatirical letters.. This lady was of 
a good family at Nifmes, and born a proteftant. 
She had been obliged to embrace the catholic 
faith on her marriage with M. du Noyer. Ten 
years after ftie left her hufband, and, taking her 
two Daughters with her, went to profefs that reli- 
gion, in Holland, the errors of which Ihe had never 
abjured in her heart. 

The youngeft of her daughters, named Pim* 
pettCy pofleffed confiderable vivacity and fome 
charms. M. de Voltaire faw and loved her. He 
immediately conceived the projeft of ftealing her 
from her mother and bringing her to Paris. This 
intrigue could not remain long concealed. It was 
neceflary to take meafures to hide it from the pub- 
lic, and above a® from M. de Chateauneuf, to 
whom Madame du Noyer had made her complaint. 
M. de Voltaire was kept prifoner at the ambafla- 
dor's hotel, where his miftrefs came to fee him 
difguifed in man's cloaths. It was, faid he (in fome 
verfes made on the occafion) Venus difguifed in 

the 
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the perfon of Love. But Madame du Noyer and 
M. de Chateauneuf faw not this adventure with 
the fame eyes. The young man was fent back to 
Paris to his father, who would not fee him, and 
obtained a Lettre de Cachet for his confinement. 
*^ I dare not flicw myfeif, (fays hte in one of his 
letters) I have caufed interceffion to be made to 
my father; all 1 can obtain from him, is, 
that I mufl: embark for the Colonies, and he will 
furnilh me with bread and water, but nothing 
can prevail on him to change his refolution with 
regard to a will he has made, by which I ani dilin-» 
• herited.** To appeafe him a little he went to board 
with a lawyer, in order to qualify himfelf for 
that profeffion to which he had been firfl: deftined. 
All thefe particulars are to be found in the let^ 
ters of M. de Voltaire to Mademoifelle du Noyer, 
which her mother intercepted, and caufed to be 
printed with her own. This proceeding, not very 
delicate, was the caufe of much uneafinefs, at the 
time, to M. de Voltaire, and he never admitted 
thefe love letters into any collection of hisu 
works. In this he was right, for they are cer- 
tainly juvenile, or, as fome would fay, puerile pro* 
duftions. They no where exhibit the pathetic 
and moving language of Zara and Alzira. I'he 
llyle is fimple, and even bordering on frigidity. 
The lover appears to have been infpired with 

but 
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hut a languid paffion. As to liis miftreft, a fpr- 
tuaatc marriage enabled her to lead a much hap^ 
pier life than ihe could have done in a foreign 
country^ along with a mother of fo Angular a 
charafter and dlfagreeable a temper. The con- 
jiexion between the two lovers terminated in 9- 
laftlng efteem and friend ftiip, of which M. de 
Voltaire gave many procfs to Mademoifelle dy 
Noycr J after ftie became Madame Winterfeld. His 
enemies J in relating this adventure, have ftrangc- 
ly mifreprefented it. M, de la Beaumelle fays, 
in his Notes on the Age of Louis XIV. that Ca- 
vdier^ the chief of the infur gents among the Cc- 
vennes, was the rival of M. de Voltaire : ^* and, 
as might be expected, adds he, the hero bore 
away the prize from the poet, and a mild and 
agreeable fet of features was preferred to a wild 
and malicious phyfiognomyi" 

All this is extremely falfe- Cavalier, being a 
Colonel in the Engliih fervice, in 1708, went 
into the Low Countries, where he faw Made. 
moifelle du Noycr, then very young and hand- 
fome. He folicited her in marriage, but the 
negociation bting broken off, he afterwards mar- 
ried in Ireland, M, de Voltaire was then at col- 
legCj and did not go to Holland till 17 13; nor 
did he become acquainted with Cavalier till 1726. 
And, indeed^ if the anecdote related by M, 
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do la Beaumdle had beea trw, it iwas very im* 
proper tp iutrpduce it into a; work of Voltaire V 
It is like infwlting a man ia his own houfe* As 
to what is faid of his perfon, it is not true that 
he was fo difagreeable as he is defcribed by M* de 
la'Beamnelle, M. de Voltaire, when young, though 
not abfolutely handlbnie, had a very engaging 
countenance. The loft of his^ teeth, the mark$ 
of the fmall-pox, the finirvy, and other difor- 
ders, arifing from his great application, had af- 
terwards confiderably altered hk features. But 
he always took care to conceal the decays of agc^ 
by the moUt careful cl^anlinefs. Even in his youth 
he paid the greatett attention to his health. 
*^ Let me beg you (fays he in a ktter to the 
Marchion^s de Mimeure) to fend me the little 
plaifter you promifed me for the pimple which 
• is come above my eye. Do not imagine 4ius is 
foppery, my eyes begin to be of no further im- 
portance to me, but as they ferve me to read 
with. Indeed, I no longer fear the eyes of any 
perfoa." 

In 1714^ M. de Voltaire, difgufted with the 
l«w, again profccutcd his poetical ftu4ies. He 
compofed an ode for the prize given by the 
French academy, but faw it adjudged to a writer 
much his.inferior. This was the Abbe du Jarry ; 
the public, however, never fubfcriiwd to the 
judgment of the academy^ 

The 
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The poem which obtained the prize was be- 
low mediocrity, and at the fame time was ren- 
dered more contemptible by, an abfurdity which 
argued the mSft profound ignorance. In it was 
the following line : 

^^ E*en from the frozen to the burning poles." 

M. de la Motte, a man of an amiable charafter 
and confiderable wit, had, by his credit and in- 
fluence, obtained the prize for the Abbe du Jarry. 
When his decifion was criticifed, and the verfe 
about the burning poles ridiculed, he anfwered, 
that it was a matter in natural philofophy, and 
belonged to the department of the academy of 
fciences, and not to tliat of the French acade- 
my ; that, befides, he was not certain but there 
might be a burning pole, and, moreover, that 
the Abbe du Jarry was his friend. 

The antagonift of M. de Voltaire, and like- . 
wife the judges, victQ much burlefqued at the 
time, efpecially by the difappointed candidate ; 
and as fuch opportunities for wit are rarely af- 
forded, he returned feveral times to the charge. 

The following is an epigram he wrote on 
this occafion: 

La Motte, prefiding o'er the laurel, 

For which your wits fo often quarrel, 

Worthy of civic crowns proclaims 

The conquerors at Olympic g^mes : 

^ The 
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The prize he held, but how beftow it? 
This blind Agonothet* miftook 
The blooming olive for an oak, 
And poor du Jarry for a poet. 

Voltaire has not printed his . ode among his 
works, though he has preferved feveral that are 
perhaps inferior to thefe^his earlieft productions. 
We fliall only cite from it the following verfes : 

Th' cxprcff images of the gods they ought 
To honor, kings are ; but, tho' all pay h6mage9 
Too few are they who worthily adore : 
Their proud offerings, and pompous piety^' 
Are often horrible in heav'n's fight. 
And, even on th' altar their pride prepares. 
We fee th* avenging angel trace their fentcnce. 
Happy the king whofe fplendid crown his eye 
Not dazzles, nor his upright heart inflates. 
Who temples to th' omnipotent ereds. 
Daring, amid his dignity, be humble, 
' Seeking Juftice,. Hypocrify confounding. 
And giving to Misfortune an afylum* 
To monarchs then a gloripus example 

As to the rival of young Arouet, the Abbe du 
Jarry, he corredled his miftake of the frozen 
and the burning poles, by fubftituting the word 

* Agonothetes the prefident and judge of games among the 
Creelcs. 

climates. 
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climates, which was ^ more proper though lefs 
poetical. But how many times has propriety been 
facrificed to harmony! This Abb6, though a 
very indifFerent poet, has written fome good 
verfes, at leaft fuch as have a happinefs.of thought. 
Such are thofe where he fays, he will retire from 
the world, before the world retires from him ; 

Entombed, as 'twere, I wait declining lights 
And but anticipate eternal night. 

The Abbe du Jarfy had; obtained the prize of 
the French academy twice before^ once in 1679^ 
and agam in 1 683* A number ^of pet ibfls of very 
moderate, or even inferioi* abilities, might be 
mentioned, who have attained to this diftindtiOn ; 
with which Voltaire, and even Jean Baptifte 
RoufTeau were never honored. 

Our. poet, early diftinguilhed as a man of 
learning and wit, eiCperieaoed all the obilacles 
which fo frequently attend that chara<aer. The 
raoft ferious of thefe Was his confinement in the 
Baftille; the occafion of which was as follows : 

Immediately after the death of Louis XIV. 
there appeared a little piece imitated from the 
Tai Fu (I have feen) of the Abbe Regnier. In 
this the author reviewed various things he had feen 
in his life. This podm is as much ncgleded, at 
prefent, as it was then fought after j the conftant 

fate 
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fate df all works which have no merit but that 
of perfonal fatire. This fooliih produdion had 
no othen It was only remarkable for it*s groft 
and undeferved abufe. This however gave ic 
prodigious popularity. The meanneijj of tho 
ftyle was pardoned for the malignity of the 
matter. It concluded thus': I havi feen thefi evik 
e'er my twentieth year. 

As M.. de Voltaire was then about twenty years 
old, this was imagined by many a fufficient proof 
that he was the author of this wretched perfor- 
mance. They did not even do him the honor to 
believe he would be prudent enough t6 conceal 
himfelf. The real author of this miferable libel, 
at the fame time, did his utmdft to make it pafs 
for M. de Voltaire's, that fo he might himfelf be 
more effeftually concealed. Voltaire's difgrace 
was intended and effected. The Regent caufcd 
him to be confined in the Baftille, in 171S ; either 
becaufe he attributed to him the 7"^ ^»f or 
imagined him to have been concerned in fome 
Philippics; or clfe had heard of fc^e of the young 
poet*s bon-mots ; which had for their fubjedl the 
Prince's amours, and the changes in the admi- 
niftration^ 

It is reported that M. de Voltaire was in this 
melancholy maafion when his tragedy of Oedi- 
pus was aided, and that the Duke of Orleans, 

having 
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having feen this piece, was fo delighted with it, 
that he otdered it's author to be fet at liberty. 
M. de Voltaire, it is pretended, dirtfftly waited 
oil the Prince to return him thanks, when the 
Duke bade him for the future be mcnre circumfpeft, 
and he would take care of him. I am infinitely- 
obliged to you, replied M./d-e Voltaire, but I 
muft intreat your Highnefs not to trouble your- 
felf any more to provide me with lodging and 
Board. This anecdote i? falfe. However, M. 
de Voltaire having obtained his liberty, was for- 
bidden to appear in Paris for fome time, and ex- 
iled to Sulli-fur-Loire« At length, tired of con- 
tinuing in the, couutry, he addreffed the follow- 
ing verfes tq'the Countefs of Thouloufe, that 
flie might intercede for him to be permitted to 
return to Paris. 

For me, oh ! deign to fupplicate that Prince, 

Who, amiable and wife, with you fo late 

Dangers* and ftorms fuftain'd, and look'd on death: 

Hifai with fweet fotinds conjure t'avert the ftorm 

That mcpurfues, and thus perfuafive fpeak: 

Oh thou whofe cares our deftinies have changed, 

Whofe benefaftions fignalize thy pow'r, 

Who fmirft beft pleased, when fmiles humanity; 

Oh Prince, there yet remains a wretch in France, 

A vagrant fon of verfe, unfortunate, 

Whilom by thee condemned to fly thofe haunts 

Embellilh'd by thy reign.~Yct think that oft 

; Apoilo*$ 
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Apttllo^ff fav'rites beft a Prince's deeds •" 

Eternize, banifli them, thou but driv'ft forth 

So many hejralds to thy own renown ; 

Auguftus thus the tender Ovid drove 

To Scythian wilds, and, tho^ an earthly god 

Auguftus was, in this he was but man ; 

Bleft tho' he liv'd, raay'ft thou great: Prince now prove 

Than he more dement, and than he Nmore happ^i 

As thefe ingenious v^rfe? are^npt found in any 
coUedion of the works of M, de. Voltaire, there 
is no doubt but they .will, prove apceptable to the 
reader. 

Soon after the difgrace of the Baftille, a perfon 
of experience in the affairs of the world predi<3;ed 
to M. de Voltaire^ what he afterwards foimd very 
true. ^^ Young man, faid he, continue to write 
tragedies, and renoimce every ferious occupa* 
tion ; doubt not, however, but you will be per* 
fecuted during your whole life, fince ypu are fo 
far abandoned by God, as, in a fit of youthful Ic* 
vity, to become a poet/* 

This connoiffeur in poetry and men, quoted a 
hundred examples of the misfortunes which had 
followed a cultivation of literature and the fine 
arts. He urged the beft reafons poffible to diffuade 
him from, his pulfuits. But what was the poet's 
reply ? He made verfes to prove he would make 
no more, and foon perceived how vain was the 
attempt to Vanquifli a ruling paflion, 

C ' ' M.de 
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ti. dfe Volttire had tontraAed a very mtimafc 
friendfliip with the Ftefid^M de Matfdn^, and 
went frequently to his country feat to cultivate 
his acquaintancey.and the Belles Letfres. There> 
in the autumn of 1723^ he was attacked by the 
fmall-poxr In 9 letter^ at prefenr before us> he 
Chus gives the Hiifory of his diforder i 

** The Prefident de Maifons and myfelf were 
^ taken ill the 4^h df November laft, but hap- 
^ pily alf the danger fell upon me. We were 
^ let blood ih* feme day; he foon recovered; 
•* but I had the fmall-pox. This difofder ap- 
** peared, after a fever of two days, in a flight 
^^ eruption, when 1 wa» a fecond time bled by 
^ my own authority, and In defiance of vulgar 
•* prejudice. M^ de Maifi)fts^ had the goodneft 
*• to fend to me the ncrt day M* de Gcrvafi, 
*• phyfician to the Cardinal de Rohan, who came 
*• with fomc reludancc. He was fearful he fliould 
*' be unfuccefefiil in attempting the cure of the 
*• fmall-pox, in fo weak and delicate a conftitu- 
*^ tion, after the fecond day of the eruption^ 
^ when no preparative had bcea made ufe of, 
•• except two flight bleedings, without any ca*' 
^ thartic* 

*' Nevertheleft he came, and found me in a- 
'* dangerous fever. He had at firft a very bad 
•' opinion of my diforder> my fervants perceived 

•* it. 
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*^ it, and filtered iM ndt to feifi&ln ih ignorance. 
^* 1 was infotmed At th6 fame time, that the pri^ft 
^^ of Maifoiis, who was much coftcerned at my 
** illaefs, and not afraid of the ftnall-^ox, had 
^' dafired to know whether he could fee me, 
^* without difliurbing me. I ordered him to be 
*^» admitted into my chamber, and immediately 
^^ confeffed, and made my will, which, aS you 
^^ will fuppofe, was of no great length, 

*^ After this, I expefted death with fefigna- 
^^ tion, thoilgh not without regpretting that I had 
** not yet pm the finiihlng hand to my Poem, 
*^ am^Mariamne ; nor without being a little vexed 
^^ at quitting my friends fo foon. However, 
<* M. de Gervafi nevef left me a moment, and 
** remarked with attention every effort of nature, 
^* never giving me any thing ' to take without 
^^ aiCgning his reaftm, and at once explaining to 
^* me my danger, and pointing out the proper 
•* remedies. His reafening convinced, at the fame 
*' time that it infpired confidence. 

" Nothing is indeed of fo much importance 
" as that a patient fliould have confidence in 
" his phyfidan, fince the hope of being cured 
*^ is frequently half the cure. He was obliged 
*' to give me an emetic eight feyeral times, 
*^ and,^nftead of cordials, which are commonly 
^' given in this diforder, he made mc drink two 
C a ' " hun- 
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" hundred pints of Lemonade. This feeming>y 
*^ extraordinary treatment wds the only one whicti 
** Gould lave my life, any other would infalH- 
** bly have proved my deftruftion. I am well 
** perfuadcd the greateft part of thofe who have 
*^ periflicd- by this dreadful diftemper would 
•^ have been ftill alive, if they had been treated 
** in the llime manner. \ 

'* What gave me the greateft confolation, du- 
*' ring my illnefs, was the concern you exprcfied, 
*' the folicitude of all my friends, and the inex- 
'* prcffiblc kindnefs I experienced from Madame 
** and M. de Maifons. I befides enjoyed tl>e 
**^tisfadion of having with me one of thofe 
«* virtuous few who* alone know what friehdlhip 
*^ isj while tlje reft of the world are merely ac- 
** qnaintcd Ayith its name. The perfon I mean 
** is M, Tiriot, who, from the time he firft heard 
*' of my illnefs, never quitted me. By the 15th 
** I was quite out of danger, and wrote verfes on 
" tlm i6i;h, notwithftanding the extreme weak- 
^' ncfs I ftill experienced, from the diforder, and 
*^ the remedies I had taken. 

** I waited with impatience to have it in my 
*^ power to leave Maifons, and put an end to 
*^ the trouble I had vthere occafioned. Th# greater 
*' kindnefs I experienced, the more an#ous was 
*M not to abufe fo much goodnefs, and on the 
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** I ft of December found myfelf fufficiently re- 
^^ covered to fet out for Paris. 

" My departure was followed by a dreadful 
** accident : Scarcely was I gotten two hundred 
*^ paces from the houfe of M. de Maiifbns, when 
*^ a fire broke out in the apartment I had juft 
^^ quitted, which confumed feveral of the ad- 
** joming rooms, and others underneath, with all 
'^ their valuable furniture. The lofs anK)unted 
^^ to near a hundred thoufand livres (above four 
*^ thoufand Pounds) and witljput the afliftance 
*^ of fome engines, which were fentfdr from 
^^ Paris, one of the fineft edifices in France 
'* would have been entirely deftroyed. -^he 
^^ news of this ftrange accident was concealed 
^^ from me on my arrival, but I was informed 
*' of it' in the morning. You cannot imagine 
^^ my diftrefs. You know with 'what kindnefs 
*^ I was entertained by M. de Maifons, wh6 
^* treated me with a brotherly afFedlion,- and the 
*^ reward of all l\is goodnefs was the buniitig a 
^^ part of his houfe. 

^' I could not conceive how my chamber could 
^* fo fuddenly take fire, as I had. only left in it 
*^ a few embers nearly cxtinguiflied. I aftef- 
'^ wards found that the fire had beieh -caufed by 
^^ a beSm which ran exactly under the hearth. 
^^ This impropriety is avoided in the modern 
C 3 " builds 
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'* buildings, as the frequent accidents that have 
'* happened, tVoii^ this dangerous method erf 
*^ building, have produced a law by which it is 
•* forbid dent The be^m I have mentioned took 
** fire by degrees from the heat of the hearth, 
'^ which was dire<5tly over it, though fortunateLjr 
*' the fire, which had been fmouldering there 
^^ for two days before, did ^gt break c^ut tiU aft#f 
*' piy departure, 

*^ Though not aflively, I wa,s piaflively the 
** unhappy caufc of this accident, and I felt as> 
«' much as if it had happened by iny negledL I 
" was diredly felled J^ain by the fever, and cai» 
*^ affure yau, that, at that moment, I rcgrette4 
** M. d« Gervafi had preferved my life. 

** Madame and M. de M^ifons received the 
** news with much lefs concern than I. Their 
•* generofity was as great a^ their lofs, or my 
** grief. M, de MaifoQs wrote to nie, in a manr 
** ner which lhew^4 his goodnefs and delixraey 
** wff« every way.eq^al tp his underftanding, 
** He indeed took fo much pains to confole me, 
** that it feemed as if be had been the occafion 
** of burning niy Jioufe } but this greatnefs of 
** mind only ferved to increafe ipy forrow, and 
*' as long as I live my concern for the accident 
*' will equal my adipir^tion of his virtues,'* 

.The 
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TW memwy of the Prcfiflent de Maifdi» 

"was always dear to M. dc Vdltaire, "the place 
he has giveix Mm in his Temple of - I'afte 
proves hhii at oilce capable of feejing and ce- 
lebrating friendfliip. 

/^ Among thefe anjiable perfons'* (fays he) 
'^ I met the Prefident de Maifons, a man who 
^* never fpoke without a meaning, of a Charador 
** both amiable and folid, who loved and pro- 
^^ teded the arta.'* 

TranfpQrdng {deafuFesI momenlt ch^iigM wkh joyi 
I>ear friend. Slid h fprinkling with tetn hk mmh lavM 

ihad^ 
Thee have I loft! Thcc, hated Deaths to pffty'rs 
And pity deaf^ th^^ ^looming were Ay years. 
Tore from my trembling ariQs ! Ah ! furely, fine* 
This cruel feparation was decreed, 
'Twas thine by right to live, and mine to die^ 
For from the day I firft beheld the lights 
Heav'n gave me Grief for my inheritance ; 
Whilft thy career wag brilliant, ftrewM wiA flowers j 
In the bofom of pkafuresi arts, and honors, 
Peace was thy culture, Wifdom was thy chiM^ 
Virtue with thee was i^ot th* effed of weaknefs ; 
Nor didftthou, with the bandage of example^ * 

Or weak opinion, ever blind^fold Reafoifu » 
For error man is born, nor is the clay 
Beneath tht potter's moulding hand more pliant^ 
Than is the foul to erring prejudices ipt^ 
TI?ofe fiUy rpl^rs of a filly worl4« 

C 4 Put 
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But Nature gave thee ftrength to brave their laws. 
Taught thee to tafte thefweets of gentle friendlhip ; 
And, to a manly underftanding, added 
The tendered, moft juft, and beft pf hearts. 

M. de Voltaire likewife paid his tribute of 
gratitude to his phyfician. He has addreffed to 
him an eplftle, which contains a lift of thofe iK" 
iuflrious perfons who were then friends to tli^ 
author. 

By thee and by thy art I ftill enjoy, 
Amidfl my pangs, the pleafures and the fweets 
,Of that fociety tUuftrious friendfliip yields ; 
For thus my tares, happy in this, decreed. 

Tliecj Maifons, I again behold, whofe hand^ 
Benevolent, tl)e bed of ficknefs foften'd ^ 
Thee whoic wifdom experience precedes, 
Whofe prudence, in the age of folly, we admire. 

Wh'at plcafares, virtuous Sulli, fhaltthou feel, 
When thou bchold*ft me rifing from the tomb ! 
While r, in fcciet, hope thy gen'rous heart 
It's fuffrage fhall accord to my laft labor, 
And that my Mariamne's woes may haply 
Call forth the pleafirig tear of fweet compaffion. 

Gardens fuperb, ye whofe refrelhing fhades 
Villars owns and honors, under your foliage, 
Crown'd with glory, give me again the hero, 
Who, on the wings of vift'ry, fent us peace. 

There Richelieu alfo, foon as he appears, 
With grace, hilarity, and wit bewitching. 
Mine and all hearts fhall charm and fafcinate, 

And 
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And thou, beloved Bolingbroke, Apollo's 
Fav'rite ; than, who to Cicero*s eloquence 
Doft add Petronian elegance, Mecaenian wit. 
For thee, once more, I breathe ; again to thee 
"Shall liften, and again with thee conv-crfe, &c.. 

M. de Voltaire was one of the firft men of let- 
ters who lived in familiarity with the great/ He, 
like them, maintained fecretaries, valets-de* 
chambre, and all thofe domeflics proper to give 
him confequence in the eyes of the little and of 
the great vulgar. Haughty among nobles, he 
never fuffered a flight or infult to pafs unnoticed. 
The anfwer he made to the Chevali:er de R-^^ ^is 
well remembered. The Chevalier was pleafed to 
make merry wJth the name of Voltaire, which he 
had aflumed. The difference, retorted the Poet, 
between you and me^ is, that I am the firft of my 
name, and you are the laft of yours. The Che- 
valier de R — , piqued at the vivacity of this re- 
partee, treated M. de Voltaire, when he met him 
at the Due de Sj)illi*s, with fome rudenefs, and that 
nobleman, not taking the Poet's part with fuffid- 
ent warmth, M. de Voltaire took a remarkable 
revenge : he immediately called in all the copies 
of the Henriade, which was then only known 
under the title of the League, a Poem in fix 
Cantos, and piibliflied a new edition^ in its pre- 
fent form,* in' which he fubftituted the name of 

Morpay 
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Mom^y inftetd of that of the Due do SuUi, which 
Js no longer to be fouod in the poem« 

It was aboitt idot time that M. Arotiet to»k tbe 
nanie by which he has be^n fince fo cetebfated. 
During a journey which he made hito Italy, ftys 
Chevrier, he fell fick at Yolterra, a town in Tuf- 
cwy* where be was taken care of with fo much 
refpcft, that he took the name out of gratituda, 
and the inhabitants o^ Volterra Aill efteem this 
ciicumftance an honor. This anecdote has not 
the leaft foundation^ Voltaire never was in Italy, 
He derived hi^ new name from an eftate which 
belonged to his mother^ ^^ I have been fo unfoTf 
<^ tunate with the other, (fiiys he in a letter about 
'^ that time) that J intend tofec-if I Ihall hsfcve 
*^ BK>re fuccefs with this*'* Jt is very &igiidM, 
that he has often hten upbraided with cbaivging bis 
pame^ though fuch a change is always permitted 
to any perfon, equally rich ; and evoa the moft 
inconfiderable Qafcon may lengthen his by two 
or three fyllables, or metamofphofe it at pleafure, 
without any remarks being made* 

Tl^e confinement of M» de Voltaire in the Bafr 
til|^ was not prejudicial to his talents^ He there 
compofed feveral works, part of which he retained 
ia his memory, and wrote tha reft on the walls 
vith a coal, or on the lead of the windows with 
the point <rf a pin* The Henria4e| the idea of 
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which had been Aiggcfted to him bp M. de Cau« 
martin, an old mao full of enthufiafm for Henry- 
IV, was written during this year's impriibmnent* 
It at firft confifted of only fix cantos, of which 
none remsiin exqept the fecond, that coQtaiot 
the Giaflkqre of St. Bartholomew. The nuux^ 
ner in which his $ealth had fuffered dnrimg 
his confinement, and the continual infirmities un^^ 
der which he afterwards labored, would not per^ 
oiit him to apply himfelf to perfe&ing b^ Mm^ 
riade but feebly and at long intervals. 

In 1723 this poem was pubiiihed under the ti^ 
tie of the League^ This firft edition was ill 
digefted, mutilated, and imperfefi:. One <^ant9 
was wanting, and the reft difpofed in an improper 
order. It was alfo entitled a po^fi^ a kind of 
ttfork which had never fucceeded in the French 
l^iguage, and feemed to promife nothing but; m 
tffufion of dulnefs. Yet fa dear was the mempry 
of Henry IV to the Frenqh, that this poem was 
read with indulgence, a^ even palTed through 
6i(^e thai) one edition. 

In 1726, being in England, he met with uni^ 
yer&l prote&ion and encourageinent, wk^h h^ 
could not have hoped for elfe where. The p^ 
U<:atiG»» of a Freneli work„ written with fretdpiq^ 
^%% 0agerly proqioted* King G^rg^ I^. 9^ 
f fpecially the Princefs of Wales, afterww4« Qgf fHW 

obtained 



Digitized 



d bJ^oogk 



r^ 



. [ < ] . 

obtained for frim a numerous fubfcription. This 
was the beginning of his good fortune, which 
from that time continually increafed. 

This generofity greatly added to the good opi- 
nion which Voltaire entertained of theEnglifli na- 
tion, and he never failed to^ extol that people in 
ill htsVritings!. He was however far from meet- 
ing wit!¥*the fafne treatment from his own coun- 
trymen ; but the-Cai-dinal de Tencin, Ambaflador 
from* France to Rome, ^ who poflefled as much 
tafte for Titerature as abilities- for bufincfs, hav- 
ing read fomc paffagei of this work to the Pope, 
his Holinefs forbade his Nuncio to be concerned 
in'the profecution of the author. 

The Queen of England, to whom the Henriade 
was at firft d*<iicated, received the dedication fa- 
Torably; and the King fent the author a prefent 
of two thoufand crowns, and patronized him and 
his work : but both were perfecut^d at Pari». 
The -envy of his brother authors is fcarcely to be 
credited, A thoufand petulant criticifms appear- 
ed agafnft it* The Henriade was ridiculed at 
the theatre, called La Comedie lialknne, znA alfb 
at that of the Fair : But all this cabal and ma- 
tevdlence could not prevent the fuccefs of the 
»P6em, ' It ran -through more than twenty editions, 
^^nd federal of its^dantos were-tranllated into vari- 
•ous languages.' ■ 

Mt Nenci, 
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M.Nenci, of the Academy at Rom'^, in parti- 
cular, diftinguiihcd himfelf by tranflating the fiiit 
canto into Italian verfe. The copioufnefs of his 
language, the liberty of blank Verfe, together with 
the genius and tafte he poffefled in fo eminent a 
4egree, enabled him to tranflate this canto with 
equal elegance and fidelity. The French language, 
more confined, and incapable of admitting verfe 
without rhime, has never yet produced a tranf- 
lation in verfe, at once faithful and poetical, of a 
goem from any language whatever- Every thing 
of that kind'is at beft but an imitation ; on which 
account the French generally tranflate into proft.. 
But it may be faid, that poetry tranflated into profe 
is not really tranflated. The principal idea may^ 
be exa<9:, but the accefl^ory mufl: be wanting. 
Neither the cadence, the harmonyy nqf the bold- 
nefs of the expreflion can be retained. A poetical 
profe is but profe- flill, and if it departs mtich 
from it becomes ridiculous : whence we may con- 
clude, a French tranflation, either in verfe or profe, 
of Homer, Virgil, Horace, Ovid, &c. can never 
give a juft idea of thofe authors, becaufe there is 
as much difference between a French tranflation 
of any of the exquifite works of antiquity and 
the works themfelves, as between two modem 
produdlions, one of; which attains only to medi- ' 
ocrity, whil^ the other is admirably beautiful. 

In 
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hn 1736, the King of Pruffie> then Prince 
ILpyal^ caufed an engraved edition of the Hen- , 
riade, with vignettes at the head of each page, to 
be begun in London, tfo even deigned to ho- 
nor this undertaking with a piefacc written by 
hiiTifelfy and this uncommon honor was the molt 
valuable rccompencc the author could receive for 
all he had fuffered from the critics of his own 
country. 

*' The Poem of the Henriade, in fad:, was but 
** anunfinllhed work, which, though it contained 
** many beautiful verfcs, was full of inequalities. 
*^ M. dc Voltaire was fuperior to the wcaknefs of 
*^ imagining himfelf perfedk. He corred^d its 
*^ improprieties, and converted its defcds into 
^^ beauties. This great work will now continue a 
'^ flriking proof, that docility and continual ap- 
^* plication can alone condud us to immortality. 

*^ The critics of the Henriade feem at firft to 
** have refufed it the name of an epic poem ; but 
*^ what other name can fuit a work which exhi- 
" bits a unity of aftion, place, time, and in- 
** tercft, more than any other work of the fame 
" kind ? I appeal to every man of tafte in Eu- 
" rope, whether from the firft line to the laft of 
• " the poem, the intereft does not turn on Henry 
•^ the Great. 

*' The 
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" The unity rf place is obftrved, beor^ufc Pa-» 
•• rig is always fuppofed b€ffi^ed, ' and becaufc 
^ th^ commenoement df the fi«ge, and the cft- 
•* trance of the King intothd city, form the fob- 
** jtd: of the work. 

^* The unity of time le yet mor« rigcffoufly 
^^ preferved, fince the tim^ ^^ the whole adiotl 
^^ 19 that of a fingle fummer. 

*^ The unity ci intereft is evident, fince ouf 
*< whole attention is directed to Henry the Orear, 

** It cann<K therefore be doubted, but all th^ 
^^ fuleB are here inviolably obferved, 

** I fliall not liften to the objections made to 
** M. de Voltaire's not having employed heaven, 
•* earth, and hell to carry on his a&ion. It 
<* certainly could not be expedted that Jupiter and 
** Venus fiiould concern themfelves with the 
'* affairs of Henry IV, and we ought undoubted- 
*' ly to applaud the author for not having intro- 
*< duc-ed magicians, like Tftflb, or angels can- 
*' nonading eaeh other, like Milton, There 
*^ feems to me a Angular dexterity to be able to 
•* employ fiftions which are neither puerile nor 
** extravagant in this enlightened and philofophi- 
^*. cal Age, when fldions, purely poetical, Wquld 
*^ be regE^rd^das proofs of a falfe tafte. . 

'^ But the Henriade will efpecially delight per* 
^ &QS of feafe> beaatife ia it the author h^S 

*^ written 
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written no lefs|rationally than poetically. He 
has defcribed^ur manners and culloms, and 
it muft be confefled. that no epic poet, ex^ 
ccpt Homer, has been able to draw portraits" 
which preferve a refemblance. We find in 
the Henriade, our manner of fighting, our 
fortifications,, our fieges, our lavvs, our cuf- 
toms, and thofe ojF our neighbour*, and what 
is more than all, charadleriilic portraits of all 
the principal perfons in the time of Henry IV* 
The reader will neceflarily be charmed to find 
fo much . truth in a fpecies of compofition 
wher? commonly nothing is to be found but 
fid:ion. 

** Some have afFe(3:ed to call Telemachus 
-an epic poem, apparently with a view to de- 
prive the Henriade of the glory of being the 
only French work of that fpecies : but I arri 
well perfuaded, M. de Fenelon would not 
have prefumed to have given fo grand a title 
to his produdiion. Thofe who fpeak fo impro* 
jjerly, are fuch as wiih for the glory of being 
accounted poets, without the labor of writ- 
ing poetry. They boldly aflfert, a long com* 
pofilion in verfe can never fucceed, becaufe 
they know themfelves incapable of producing 
fuch a one ; and I will venture to afiirm, that 
nothing but the appearance of the Henriade 

could 
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could have convinced the French nation 
^^ it was poffible for an epic poem to be written 

in their language* 

*^ i ani ready to allow, it was the opinion of 

M. de F^enelon, that the French could never 
*^ raife themfelves to. the fublimity neceflary for 
*^ the epopoea; he w^s unacquainted with the 
*^ powers. of our poetry. ,He was himfelf but ar 
'^very.iiidifterent poet, ,ai» is; inanifeft from the 
*^: few verfes of his which have been publiihed. 
^^ He , Imagined r the- meafure pf. the ode w^s 
*^ more pleading to- the ear than our heroic verfe, 
^^ and that this meafure alone can be fupported 
*^ without becoming tirefome ; but if he had con- 
*^ fidered that our tragedies are written in AleX;- 
*^ andrine . verfe of twelve, fyllables, he would 
*^ never have imagined epic poems muft be com- 
** pofed in ftanzas." 

The account here given of the Henriade has 
occafioned the following obfervations by M. de M. 



Note and letter furnifhed by M. de M. 



The apology for the Henriade, as it is above 
quoted, is taken from a Letter of M. de la 
Bruere, that is to fay, of M. de Voltaire, who 
wrote it under the Name of La Bru6re, his 
friend, againft the Journalifts of Trevoux, There 
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arc cfcrtainly many* beautiful paflages in die Hen- 
riade, but what. will infallibly prevent its being 
ranked with theEneid, or the Jenifalemof Taflb^ 
1$, that it contains but little invention, that the 
perpetual en:\ploymentof Difcord, as a meflenger^ 
tenders it extremely frigid ; and that the perfoni- 
, flection of the paffions can produce nothing but Ian- 
*guor in a long poem^ tinlefs they appear under 
the name of fome hero or divinity who may fix the 
attention of the reader. The author has likewife 
been blamed for his enormous profufion of anti- 
thcfesj his numerous profaic verfcs by the fide of 
others which are very brilliant; too great afame- 
nefs in his charaAers, &c. and for having ftifled pa- 
thos with defcription. 

The criticifm of the Journalifts of Trevoux laid 
the firft foundation of Voltaire^s enmity to the Je- 
fuits, though while they continued powerful he 
made his attacks in fecret. Of this kind was the 
following piece againft Father Caftcl, one of the 
Journalifts. It was circulated in manufcript at 
thetin^, and attributed to ^ierent authors^, but 
is certainly by Voltaire, 
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LETTER TO M. RAMEAU, 

Concerning Father Castel and his ocular HA&f * 
sicHORD, by M. de VotxAiRK^ 

. J f30FGRATin.4:TB you, M, R^mc^y, on having 
zmd^ v^pw dikoverm i^ Y^r A^t. • After Jiaviag 
i^i^ibked fo many pfjfr ^h^^x^s m it, you bav^ 
ia^yired the «pj)f^t4cm of the A^caiiemy ^af SdU 
,^e$, a9 'Wefl ^ th^ appl^yft^ of t^ pit jat tbe 
QperaHpyf^s feut, ^bpv^ s^lj, ypjj may bpsUJ: « 
Jjpnw which Ithmk w w^ ^r^iw <XHJld before* 
. jQther aytbor$ we cQmmpntfd o*;5fc thouftnd f eaj^s 
^m th^ir dj^ath, hyfom^ wretn?;^ and tir,(eibine 
,^eda«t, bmt your jnwrks have had ^ como^e^fttatoir 
.^y^n dwiiig yew y^, aad one widely different 
ffom fwfe ^s I b*ve juft ipae^tipqed. 

Thismpft certainly^ proy^yoyrwerit, but this 
^Reverend F^ber Caftel, f^riqg ypy fliouid be too 
.vaiaoffo much glory, hai, like..agood*chriftian, 
been d^firou^ tQ |>r0ewe yoy a faluf ary humiliation. 
Sotnueh has he yoyr falvation at heart, th|^, with- 
out greatly cc^.fidering the ftate of the queftion, 
ie has miy thoygfet of humbling you; rather 
wifliing your fancStification than inftrud:ion, 

^ Without rtafmy was the wicty reply of Father 
Canaye; and this expreffion ^^^^ithout najbn/' 
has appeared to him fo ftriking, he has made it 

Dz the 
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the rule of all his aftions, and ail his compofitions ; 
nay fo exceedingly potent is he in this great 
fnode of ar^ment, I am aftonilhcd how you have 
cfcaped its force. 

You may difpute againft us, who are in the con- 
temptible habit of only acknowledging felf-ivi- 
dent principles, and flowly proceeding from con- 
fequence to confequence, but txow can you combat 
iagaiiift the Reverend Father Caftel ? This indeed 
IS to battle with Bellerophon. Reflefton your raih 
cnterprize ; you have confined yourfelf to the cal- 
culation of founds, and to furnifli excellent mufic 
for our ears ; but at prefent you are to engage a 
man who compofes mufic for the eyes. He paints 
minuets and beautiful farabands. All the deaf in 
.Taris are invited by him to a concert which he has 
been preparing for them thefe twelve years, and 
there is not a dyer who does not promife himfelf 
inexpreffible pleafure from the Opera of Cokfurs, 
which the Reverend Philofopher intends to re- 
•prefent by his ocular harpfichord. Even the 
"blind afie invited.* . He efteems them very good 
judges of colours, and he ought fo to do, for they 
judge of them nearly in the fame manner as he 

* Fadicr Caftel, in his letters to the Prefident dc Montef- 
quieu, fays, that^ the blind therofelves may |udge of his harps- 
ichord. 

does 
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does of yow muf^c^^ He has already 2itroduced, 
weak mortals to thefe fublime difcoveries. He 
prepares us by degrees to underftand this admi- 
rable art. With what goodnefs, with what con- 
defcenfion towards the human race has he deigned 
ti) demonftrate, in his letters, which are the orna- 
ment of the Journal de Trevoux, to demonftrate, 
I fay,by lemmas, theorem^ andfcholiumsr-ift^That 
all meji love pleafure. 2d, That painting is a plea- 
fore. 3d, That yellow is different from red : and 
^ hundred other knotty queftiojis of the fame 
n^tyre ! 

You are not to imagine, that, in order to raifc 
bimfelf to thedifcovery of thefe fublime truths, 
lie has neglefted our ordinary ii^ufic ; on the con- 
trary, he wifhes every one to learn it with facility, 
gnd for that purpofe has given, at the end of his 
Univerfal MathematkSy 3, fcheme of all the parts of 
mufic, divided into one hundred and thirty-four 
treatifes, for the benefit of the memory j a divifion 
certainly fuitable to fo rare a work, in which he has 
filled three hundred and fixty pages before he 
comes to the definition of an angle. That you 
:piay learn tQ reverence your matter, : you^, as well 
as^ the negligent public, are to be informed, 
he has com pleated a new- fyftem of Natural Phi-* 
lofophy ; which, like himfelf, is without a parallel. 
This fyftem is contained in two formidable vo- 
ivnnes. ^A^old man of my acquaintance^ vvho has 

D^ dared 



Digitized 



.dS^oogle 



C 38 ] 
clared to look into thefe tert|ble myftcrieu, %i# 
Aewn me what ihay appear incredible. We aref 
informed (book $. dhzp. 3, 4, 5,) that men ttt& 
the maintainers of all the motion in the ttnivctfe, 
and the entire mechanifm of nature; and that if 
there were no men, the whole machine would bd 
deranged. He fliewed me little vortices, tod 
wheels that run one into another, which have a 
charming effeA, and explain the nature of thd 
great fprings of the world. Mow prodigious was 
my admitation when I read (part zd, page 309.^ 
this beautiful aphorifm— <^ God has created nature, 
and nature has created the world/' 

He never thinks like the vulgar. We had be* 
lieved, till now, on the evidence of our deceitful 
fenfes, fire always endeavors to alcendj but 
he employs three chapters to prove its ten** 
dency is always downwards. He generoufly com* 
bats one of the fineft demohftrations of Newton*, 
He allows, indeed, there is fomc truth in thi^ 
demonfttatioh, but, like the Irilhman, celebrated 
in the fchools, b^ fays, jHwr fateor} verum coth 
tri fie Argumntcr. This I confcfs j but, on the 
contrarj^j ttw I argue. It i? true his rea« 



* Tlie prqK>fitioh is that iti whicH Sir Ifoae detuoliftratei, 
by fluxions^ that crory body^ itiavtag ih a curve, if i( 
pafs through e^l ^f^h ^^^^ towards ^ ^eoteri and vif^ 
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faning a^iunft NeWton has been proved to be a 
mere fophifm ; but, as M. de Fdntenelle fays, 
^ Men deceive themfelves, but great men confefs 
they deceive themfelves." You fee clearly the 
Reverend Father wants only a trifling confeiSon 
to become a great man. The fagacity of his 
genius extends to every thing, without ever be- 
ing out of his fphere. Speaking of madnefsy 
(book 5. chap^ 7*) he fays, " The organs of the 
brain in a madman are a curve line, and the geo- 
metrical exprejfion of an equation". What depth of 
underftanding ! Is it not as if we faw a rich man 
calculating his Wealth? In fhort, is it not eafy to 
perceive, from his ideas and his ftyle, how pro- 
foundly he is fkilled in all thefe matters ? Do you 
know that, in his Univerfal Mathematics, he fays, 
^^ Thait which we call the- iargeft angle is really 
the finaiieft, and the more acute an angle is 
the greater it is ?'* That is to fay, he pretends the 
thing contained is larger than the thing contain- 
ing^ This, like many other of his difcoveries, 
is indeed moft marvellous, 

Po. you know Ukewife, when he fpesks of 
the vaj^iflilng of infinitely fmall quantities by 
multiplication, he wittily ad€s, that a perfin often 
rifes on}y to fall on his face. 

You certainly will never be able to refift both 
jiiis geonietry and his wit. Thi$ new Father 

P 4 Garafle/ 
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Gzri&^mho attacks every thing good^ could 
DOt be expeded to . 'fparc you. He is ftUl 
vain of his oppofition toyourNewtons, yourLeib* 
' nitzes, your Reaumurs, and your Maupertuis. He 
is the Don Quixote of mathematicians^ with this 
difference, that Don Quixote always imagined he 
fought with giants, while the Reverend Father 
thinks he is himfelf a giant. 

Let us not difturb the good opinion he enter- 
tains of his abilities ; let us. leave in peace the 
manes of his work^, buried in the Journal de 
Trevoux; which, thanks to his care, fo well 
maintains the char^fter given it by Boileau ; and cer- 
tainly for fome years back, modern memoirs cannot 
make us regret the old.' Perhaps he may write 
another letter to encourage the univerfe to be of 
his opinion concerning your mufic ; for he has 
already publilhed feveral pamphlets to encourage 
the univerfe, and to enlighten the univerfe. Imitate 
the upiverfe. Sir, and return him np^anfwer, * 

Account of the D i s.p u t e s of Rousseav 
the Poet,' with M. p^ Voltaire, 

Men of letters are Hill divided in their opl-r 
nions concerning this quarrel. The origin, of 
it, ox who was moft in fault, are flill unknown. 
Rouffeau lays the whole blame on M^ de. Vpltaire, 
%ho has defended binjfelf with confiderable wit. 

We 
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We fliall lay before the reader one of Bfe letters^ 
\vhich has never yet appeared, or at le^ft has ap- 
peared with feveral alterations : but we -will fir ft 
give an account in a few words of this celebrated 
conteft. 

- The difagreement between thefe two poets be- 
gan at BrufTels. Rouffeau firft met with M. de 
Voltaire at the college of Louis ' le Grandy and 
admired his extraordinary genius for poetry. 
Young Arouet took care to cultivate an 'acquain* 
tance which promifed to be fo advantageous. 
He extolled him in all his works, and Rouffeau, 
flattered by this refped:, defcribed him as a poet 
who Ihould one day become the glory of the 
age in which he lived. The author of the Hcn^ 
riade never failed to confult him on all his wtic* 
ings, and their friendfhip increafed every day. 

Rouffeau filled all his letters with his praifes — - 
'* You would do me apleafure (fays he to one 
of liis friends) if you would fend me the verfc3 
pf M, Arouet^ He is a young man of very great 
abilities, and will make a good ufe of them ^ if he 
follows the advice I am always r6ady to give him 
when alked/' In a letter, written in 17 19, 
he fays, '^ M. Arouet has fent his Oedipus with 
^ very handfome letter. I am not furprifed at 
the great fiiccefs of this piece, which.it certainly 
^dcferves, It has nearly attained all the perfec- 
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tlon tlic^bjcft would admit/' And, in anotheiP 
ktter, written in 1722, arc thefe remarkable 
words^ *^ Monfieur de Voltaire has pafled eleveti 
days at Brufiels* He has been fo kind as to leave 
his poem with me for five or fix days. It cer* 
taihiy does him great honor. Our nation wanted 
a work of that kind. The conduA of it is ad« 
mirable, and the poetry beautiful ; except in two 
or three places^ concerning which he agrees with 
me in opinion. In ihort, it contains nothing which 
can be juftly criticifed/' 

The two poets^ unfortunately meeting agsun at 
Bruflels, conceived the moft irreconcileable hai^ 
tred to each other; the origin of which, accord* 
in^ to Roufleau and his partifans, was Voltaire's 
r^ing to him his Epiflle to Julia, at prefent 
to Urania^ This work he heard with an indig* 
nation which he could not help manifeftipg to the 
author ; who, irritated by his reproaches, replied 
in an abufive manner. 

This is Rouffeau's ftory ; but his adverfaries, 
and thfe friends of the poet «vhom he decried, 
^fpeded him of fecret enmity. The fucccfs of 
Mariamne was, according to them, the real caufb 
of this enmity. Roufleau had written a Mariamne^ 
nfter the old piece of Trifian, which was hifled^ 
while that of his rival was adbed forty times^ 
Whatever was the reafon, it is much tobcla^ 
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ixwsfited (to ufe the wordi of th6 author of flie JWto*' 
0^j* DiOmrtaire tfi/iorique) that two men, who did 
honor to France and to poetry, Ihould fill their im- 
mortal works with invedives and farcafms, which, 
defcenditig to pofterity, muft perpetuate. th^ir ha- 
tred and their fliame. What is moft fingulat, is, 
that they labored to infpire the public with a 
contempt for each other, which they did not feel 
themfelves, and to deftroy an efteem which they 
were forced to preferve, in fpit» of their endea-t 
Vors to the contiary. We Ihall now lay before 
the readier the letter of M- de Roufleau, and after^ 
wards that of M. de Voltaire, much lefs known, 
though infinitely better written, and a clear proof 
that he was as much fuperior to his antagonift . 
in profe, a5 M, de Roufleaii Wa? to him in his 

LETTER of M- de Rot/^SEAu to M**, 
with fome Notes, which have n6ver be*^ 
fore appearedf 

" 1 HAVE juft received. Sir, the lafl: libel 
which Voltaire has publiflied againft me; for 
he has not been deterred by the affronts he 
met with on account of the former. This is in 
the fame ftyle. It confifts of two parts, one of 
whkh is a preface ipi profe-, under the name o£ 
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has:cdit©r; tlie other is that epifUe* to the Mar* 
chiduefs du Chatelet, with which all the psapers. 
pf Paris and Holland have for fome m?)nths paft 
tbreatened me. Both thefe mafter-pieccs of wit 
were intended to appear in the front of a new. 
dramatic piece, which he has juft publifhed at. 
Paris; bvit, thecenfors having rejeded them with- 
the . indignation they deferved, fearing he fliould 
lofe the fruit of his commendable labors, htknt 
them tp be printed^ clandefl:inely,by his bookfellers 
m Amfterdam; with orders top^blifli theni pnder 
pain of incurring his difpleafure, and being, for 
ever deprived of the honor of printing his works, 
I am perfuaded you will not expe&fromme aU: 
ajifwer in the fame ftyle. 

}AI de Vplt^ire has been tgo long accuftomed- 
to entertain the public in this manner for me t(). 
difpute it with him, or defire to partake in fo 
difgraccful a privilege. The grofs |ibufc witliC 
which he loads me, and.the abfurdities with -which 
it is accompanied, prove nothing but his hatred; 
but this does not afflid: 'me much, fince his 
enmity is far more honorable than his efteem. 
But as you wifti to be informed of the origin of 
his hatred, I Ihall enable you to judge for your-? 
felf by a concife relation of all that has palled be*^ 
tween pie an4 him fince our firft intimacy, 

Somq^ 
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Some ladies of my acquaintancd had taken mc 
to fee a tragedy performed by the Jefuits, ia 
Auguft, 1 7 10. After the reprefentation, when 
the prizes were diftributed, I took notice that 
the fame fcholaf was twice called, and afkpd Fa* 
ther Tarteron, who did the honors of the apatt> 
ment in which we were? Who that young man 
was, fp much diftinguiihed among his compa.* 
liions ? He replied, he was a youth . who had a 
furprifing geoius for poetry, aid propofed to in- 
troduce him to me, to which I confented. He 
went to find him, and returned a moment after 
with. a young fcholar who feemed to he about fixr 
teen or feventeen years of age, of an ill counte* 
nance, bvtt a lively and penetrating eye, and who 
came and embraced me with a very good grace. 

I heard no more of him from that time, till,, 
about two years afterwards, being at Soleure, I 
received from iiim a complimentary letter, toge- 
ther with an ode . he had compofed for the prize 
of the academy, concerning which he requefte4 , 
^ny opinion ; 1 gave it him with all the fincerity 
due to the confidence of a young perfon whom 
we efteem, .1 learned, however, that the acadcf 
my reje&ed this ode, and that, the year after, 
a fe^ond, which he had written by way of rer 
venge, had ipet.with the fame fate. He conti- 
nued however to write to i^e from time to time, 
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aoid always in the moft extravagant terms *, call^ 
ing me his mailer^ and his models and fending 
me feveral little pieces, written after his manner^ 
in which his fevere and fatirical genius began to 
difplay itfelf, but in^ixality containing but little 
of that wit and tfaofe fimple graces which t:> 
powerfully charm^ and which alone bring over 
the leader to the intereft of the writer; an art 
which anger and malice cannot teach, and which 
M. de Voltaire has, it is vexf evident, nem 
poOefled* 

I have ftiil by me &verai pf his letters ; and 
die Baron de Breteuil, who patronized him, an4 
«du> regularly^ maxn}:ained a correfp#ndence with 
ne till his death, frequently wrote to me coor 
cerning himt ^^"^ informed me iomgrtines of hb 
jiiocefsy ^and ibmetimes of his mifcarriage and 
dilgrace. 

By the letters pf this nobleman,, which I fiili 
jnefenre, and which v e for the moft part writtet 
in his own hand, I became arnnatnted mth £>mt 
of die firft misfortunes of this irritable poet; 
any one of which were fuffident to produce his 
amendment, had that been poffible. The infiik 
which he drew en himfelf from the hand of old 
Poiibn, behind the fcenes at the theatre; the 

* It cannot be denied that M. de Voltaire began his ac- 
quaintance with'Roii0eau,lf aupertubi and others, by aduladoir, 
though it ended bj abufe. 
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tntrk whioli an officer^ whom he had flanilered^ 
left him on the Pont de Seive ; his imprifpnment 
ID the Baftille for fatiricai and fcandal6us verfes ; 
his ridiculotis and frantic behaviour in the pit at 
the theatre while his Arteinira was hided ; and an 
infinity of other fuch inftances might eafiljr be fqiflid 
in the letters I received frona M, de Breteuil^ if 
I would talce the pains to look for themv In- 
deed I ftould not niention this^ did not fueh a 
correfpondence, maintained without iiiteimptioii 
during twenty years widi one of the moft iHuftri- 
ous friends I ever pofleffed, {uBcimtAf prove 
cfae falfe and audacious malevolence of the ma|i 
'who can pretend I was ungrateful to my bme« 
faftor, wdjinngthe hfim (to ufe his expreffioi*) 
in which I was cherijhedi His friendfliip and my 
gratitude are atteded by all my writings i dne *f 
my Wft performances is an epiftle addreil^d to 
that very nobleman. Permit me. Sir, to digrefe 
for a moment, and afk you, whether it be ndt 
cafy, from this atrocious calumny, to j^ge irf 
«H the acculations he has brought againft me? 
They may be reduced, fctting afide the abufe, to 
which I pretend not to anfwer, to a Eft of perfijas 
whom, as he pretends in his preface, I have ih- 
fulted. But where can thefe names be found in 
%ny of my writings ? If the charafters I fcavc 
drawn rcfemble fome perfonv he has named, why 
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Ihould he inform the public of this p^rhips ima- 
ginary refemblance? Can he penetrate my inten- 
tions ? Or will he have the. effrontery to fay, 
I have.nlade hun my confident ? Does he imagine 
he will be much thanked by thofe perfons.whom 
he pretends to recognize in feme charadrers which 
are ridiculed in my works ? 

Should I defcribe ^ , conceited fool, pillaging 
all the authors he mpt with, and then decrying, 
in hopes to prevent others from reading them, 
and fo difcovering his thefts ; fliould I exhibit 
the fame man endeavoring to conceal the moft 
profound ignorance under, the pride of pedantry, 
and manif^fting, even in his gait andgefturjes, all 
the abfurdities of a madman, difplayiug. a raih- 
nefs which, beginning in infolcnq:, always ter- 
minates in meannefs; in fliprt, one given Aip to the 
utmpft extravagance of fentiments and cpndu<% ; 
fometimes cloathing religion in the garb of im- 
piety, and at others iuvefting impiety in the robes 
of religion; would M. de Voltaire think himfelf 
oT)liged to any one who fliould fay, this muft 
certainly have be^n intended for your portrait? 
Yet this is what he has done by thofe perfong 
.whom he has named, and whom he alone has 
infultedi 

He alone therefore is the fatirift,. while I havpt 
only done what all poets, orators, and preachers, 
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W tvhoetep have aini(fertaken to correft prridictile 
the vices of mankind have done before; Boiles^u, 
our mafter in every thing, ufed nofuch ceremony* 
JHe fcrupkd not to attack by name the Vokafrejs,* 
and other abford chara&ers of his ftime. 
. Wajjyripg BpUeau> genius, I confider it as becom- 
ing n^e to ufeinorereferye. I have therefore named 
no one in n^y writings. I have too good an opinion 
of.thpfe who do not. fjuppofe thetnfelyes levelled 
a?, to imagine they wUl regard the malicious ap- 
plic^iefn? of fuch a man as Voltaire ;, and as tp 
thofe who may fufped: they were the perfons 
meant, I Ihall addrefs them, in the words of the 
JFabuliftt 

. * Sujpidonejt ^uls irrdbit Judy 

i/ trahet adfe qtiod ertt coMmune omniuni^ 
Siulte nudahit animi confcienftam.^ 

iTiis Contemptible method, which he- has em- 
ployed to procure me enemies j is only a wretched 
repetition of the rafcaHy artifices by which I have 

^ * What Roufleau fays here of the talents of M. de Voltaire, 
if too evidently the efFe<a of paffion ; cfpccially whert he will not 
allow there is merit in his fatire. 

f Should any one fufpicioufly apply to himfclf what was not 
tteantto beperfonaly he would only thereby fdolifhly betray • 
confcioufncfs of his own guiltt "^"^ - 
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before time been llahdferetf . He has not ^ht^ttlf 
invtntiotiy but fince luckily his charadfeir h bfefter 
known thin that of thdfe Whom he hias cdpied^ ft is 
to be hoped he will hot iiave the fame feccefs. I do 
not allyde here to the tttfambus verfes If^hith htvfc 
been attributed to me fo unjulHy, and- in whidb the 
bkckeft malice cannot pretend to diicoifer eitiier 
My ftyle or manner of thinking ; for tf ^ ftbiiM 
ftill have the effrontery to accufe ihie of be$h|^ th« 
author of thefc, they will meet with no one ikiplt 
lenoegh to 'believe them. This AlkviiSxmi^ ka4 
me too far from my fubjeSrj lihaU thei^dfoite kglun 
Tefiime my tiarratidn. 

I was flill at Vienna when he fent me hU *i^^ 
dy of Oedipus. Notwithftanding the numerous 
faults of this piece, as I am always ready to ^x- 
cufe the imperfedions of young Writers, In hopes 
that time and ftudy may mature their judgment, 
• I returned him an anfwer widi which a ^oot of 
snuch greats abilities ought to have been fatts- 
iied. I only advifed him, for the future^ to fpeak 
With more refpedt of Sophocles and other great 
men^ whom it was his cuftom to ftbufein his pre- 
faces. He fent me, fome time after^ a oopy ef 
the beginning pf his poem, entitled, TheLfej^fc. 
.Having learned from my anfwer that iPripce lEu- 
•gcne had done me the honor to appoint me to 
•accoihpany him, on his Intended journey into the 
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Low Countries, he wi'ote me word that, as foon as he 
ktiew I was arrived, he would do himfelf the plea* 
furc of paying me a vifit. 

As thisr intended expedition of the Prince was 
laid afide, for reafons which were then known to 
erery hody, I, in the year following, performed 
my propofed journey done, and Voltaire took 
care not to fail to^e ut'Bruflfels twp months af* 
tcr in^ejiiite of Madame de RupelmoRde,'^ whom 
fofme family concerns dttiged to go to Holland, 

I here cannot avoid relating in wh^t manner I 
was informed of his an^fval. 



; '* M.% Vdkaire, m Ms-way to BruAclSy pafled througfi 
Camb^rajr* J^ aa cntetttliDiAent, at .whidh he- wm prefetit with 
J^^^sime d§^updB?ioii4c^ A« WW^y f9FpnpQbd» defire ta fee 
jhis Oedip,i>9 played In the prefeoce of ^ laut^. M. de Vol« 
taice was defired to write to the Qovenjor to regueit ptrmifioii 
Aat that piece mighttc rcprcfented. He jipmediatcly left ihc 
ttUeand psodticed the foikmngfiacet : 

The congiefs, after fliprt debat?t ^^ 

Your Lordfhip hereby fupplicate, 

'Po-morrow's ax|2Ciou6^(^eB t^ enchant^ 

A tragedy you'd pleafe to grant ; 

Andibat thdr hopes be not p^flpon'd. 

They )beg i* th' name of Rupelmonde. 

A name {b potent, who can jEear 

Toull not ats magic pow'r rtvcne^ 

Or that you ihouM refufe fudi mcafinei 

As migjbyc coao^ute to<our fUaSaan i 
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• The Couat dc Lanoy, whom Tmct withyaboiit 
noon, atth^ houfe of the Marquis de Prie, aiked 
me, if I knew ,\^ho that youiig man was whom he- 
had juft &en in the church of Sablons ; and who 
Kad fo much pffended every body, by his indecent be- 
Jiavior during the fervicq^that the people .were on 
the point of turnbg him<^ut. A moment aftewards 
I learned^ by a complkuentajry.notefromyortaire^ 
that it was he himfelfwhahad arrived at njidnight, 
and immediat;ely began to -^g^lize himfelf injthal: 
arery modeift niai^nej. • 

In the afternoon I went tafec him, and the- next 
day introduced him to the Marquis de Prie, who 
jvas thon-Gov^eroor to the Princefs dc 4a 'Tour, 
jand at other houies where I was acquainted ;: and 
airhere, to my great confufion, he behaved no bet- 
ifer than liehad done in the church of Sablons. He 
continued at 'Bruffels about three weeks, during 
which 1 was obliged to fuffer, for the expiation of 

r* 

The anfwer returned to th\$ placet was as follows : 

Love loFm'd you, charming RupelmoDdei' 
Of taile both arbiter and guide, . ^ 

And, while you graceful fit enthron'd^ 
To give yoii pleafure is our pride. 

> So much to (hew our zeal wte feek. 

To-morrow ihall, to pay you tribute, , 
The tragedy and the critique, ' ' 

The author and the piece exhibit, 
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my 'fins, whatever Importunity, extravagance, the 
fpirit of diffipation, and incurable conceit could 
inflift on a man of a fedate and referved difpo- 
fition. 

But, as God has endued me with a patience 
which frequently turns out more to my difadvan- 
tage than my profit, I manifefted no kind of un- 
eafinefs* at his behavior, but continued to heap on 
him all manner 6f civilities. He Ihewed me his 
poem of the League, . which I returned him two 
days after, advifing him, as a friend, to correft 
the fatirical and p^onate declamation, in which 
he had indulged, on every occafion, againft the 
carfiplic churchy the Pope, the fecular and regular 
clergy, and in fhort againft all government ec^ 
clefiaftical and civil ; requefting him to confider, 
that an epic poem is not to be written in the fame 
manner as a fatire, and that the ftyle of Virgil, and 
not that of Juvenal, Ihould be his model. 

At the fame time I gave him the praife I thought 
he deferved for feveral chara&ers, which appear* 
ed to me well drawn, and efpecially for that of 
M. de Rofni, which I was afterwards much fur- 
prifed to find he had retrenched, and fubftituted 
in its place that of the Admiral de.Coligni, thjp 
hero of the proteflants, no doubt, but in reality 
the incendiary of France. . . > 
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I have fince difcovered the feafon of this alter* 
ation to have arifea frc»n a humiliating menace^ 
which he drew on himfelf, from the late Duke dc 
SuUi, his firft proteftor ; whofe juft indigoatiott 
lie appealed by one of his ufual meannefles^ 

I do not mean to become the champicm <rf my 
own works. It belongs neither to Voltaire nor me 
to judge, but to the public oiily, of whom it ap* 
pears hitherto my bookfdleirs do not complain* 

I am however very t^ady to inform this pre* 
tended wit, that I never kneW a word of German^ 
and that, in whatever country I have bfeen, I have 
always frequented the company of people who 
fpoke French better thaii he, who underfhmd the 
propriety and true .harmony of the language, and 
whole ears are not ib vitiated as tb confound the pro« 
nunciation olferevfith ihzt of guerre, or to imagine 
that amour and amoitrp taken in the fame fenfe, can be 
a good rhime,. ot to call the correc^nefs of the 
Malherbes, the Corneilles, and the Racines, ^idi- 
Culous pedaiitry. 

He went to Holland, with Madame de Rupel* 
monde, whence I received an account, a Ihort time 
before he left k, of an infamous traafadion of his^ 
intended to produce a quarrel bct^^ecn M, Baf- 
liage and M. Le Ckrc^ had ndt a feafonabte difi 
covejryjuftly tyrned Ac.ijjdi^natipaqf thofe two 
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. Thi^. ^V>n% ft«?h morg odious thap his ojthcf 
im.p€irtp^(;i^$^ hgd \i\ difpo&d me ta receive him 
foyof^fely sn. hi» TQlum^ However, as he wa-s not 
tQ ftaiy Uwg at BfuS^li^ I thought it bcft to con-? 
^^^l my 4Wik^, mi we icmftincd on vcir y good 
t^ffljs } 4ill> OQf day, havlag defired me cocoiuiudk 
httPi J«a puhlk walk withftUt th.e town, he thought 
proper to ffpett to m^ 5 poetiesj piece, writtca 
fiftex his RWftaer, and enfilted m Epiftle to Julia, 
iQfiilffJ with thfimpft horrible blafphemie^ againft 
¥fha^:eY><r is wf& revered in religion, and even 
^sipft Jffiis Chrift himfelf, whofe najjjyc was 
^f jy w^rt ftp?osip&nied by an epithet; which 
I i^nmx t^hfc pf without ihuddering, 5ii fliort, 
fy 4f9^fv»lly impjow, tljat I muft hav^e hea| 
igapjtiRg^i^ Irty diuty both to religion and the piAlic, 
fiftT^d I fejiyp p^ti^j&tly Uftened to fiich an abomi- 
nable produ(9iQn^ Afluming therefore a feriosus 
aif, I ^od hi®, how h« could think of repeat- 
j^ tq {n^ iV^^h » >deteit^ble conapofition > 

He theji preteiided to reafon in defence of his 
pr^ciptes, but I again interrupted him, and told 
hlou MnWk he changed the difcourfe I would 
4get !PtX& of the carriage. He then laid no more, 
but begged of me not to fpeak of that piece* 
This I promi&d him, and kept my word ; but other 
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petC<mSy wkh whom he probably had notfaker^ Ae 
fame precaution^ afterwards mentioned it tojciei 
and^ among others, a lady of the firft confcifWnce 
in France, and a Prince whofe name will eafily 
be guefled, and whofe evidence is equally re- 
fpedable with hiis birth and great abilities. I ihall 
mention hereafter on what occafion he changed the 
titl^, and foftened the expreffions of thk infa- 
mous poem ; which, even as it flands at prefent^ 
ftrikes libertines themfelves with horror. 
; Such is the man, wko, ftealing, according to hit 
cufiom, the end of a fong, formerly written by 
fioileau againfl Liniere, has dared to &y, my 
^ritingjs ihall be burnt if poflible before thek 
author; forgetting that it is not two years fince 
one of his books,* avowedly written by him, and 
^nted at his e^tpence, with the initial letters ef 
Jiis napfie, was publickly burnt by the haiuis of 
-the hangman, and that the decree iflued'agatsft 
him on that occafion is ftill in force. 

From that time I perceived he was more re- 
ferved to me than before, and at length he took 
his leave, and went by the way of Marimont, 
where the Duke d'AremWg was then hiintkig; 
. and I afterwards learned at Mons^ from this adbie- 
fnan and two of his gentlemen, that Voltlure h^d 
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i^ken <# me at Marimont, in the moft fcaiidaU 
ous nainner ; and a frieni of.mine, a Colonel, 
who has fince been Major-General and Gpvefnof 
ofDam^ t^ld me, that meeting with him afc an 
inn at Mons, he fo offended the company, by the 
abufe with which he loaded riie, that they, were 
near throwing him out pf the window, and cer- 
tainly would have done fo, had he not taken re* 
fuge under the name pf the Duke d'Aremberg. 

On my return from England, I learned, ho 
had talked of me in the.flune manner ^t Paris. 

It was then he firft thought of that pleafant 
expreffion^ a Germanifm, which has fince ferved 
for twelve years together, as a trufty toledo,iwhere-. 
with to combat all my writings, paft, prefent 
and to come, Some time after, his Mariamne 
w'as aded, a printed copy of which I received frotii 
a friend of niine, to whom I remarked, in my an- 
Twer, a'few of the improprieties. which had offended 
me in this doubly yet ill-begotten brat, whofe 
deformities he endeavored to corteft, prefenting 
it to the public as newly born, thoygh iiifled 
from the ftage but fix months before. 
' I know not how this letter came to his knowr 
ledge, but it foon produced me another anony- 
tttous one, in an Unknown h^nd, in which no 
•abufe was fpared. To this I returned him an 
>ittfwef ip eight lines, telling him, that, " after the 
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manocr in whicS he had treated Jofas^hrifty I 
was not fo delicate, as to be offended ^t any infult^ 
he might offer ; but that I could not but remind 
him, it became a man who had given the, 
world fo powerful a weapon againft hitnfelf, to bo. 
circumfped: and careful to avoid creating euer 



mies. 



After this I heard faothing of him for eight or 
nine years, at leaft nothing relative to myfelf. His 
adventure at the Hotel de Sulli, his flight from 
France, his vagaries at London, and his quarrels . 
with his bookfellers, which every day furnifted 
matter for the Gazettes, till he had engaged thajj 
of Utrecht in his intereft, did not concern me^ 
ieither direftly or indireftly. 

The charitable advice I had given him in my 
note, it is probable, made him on his return to 
France change the title of his Epiftle to Julia, to 
that of an Epiftle to Urania, and fubftitute blaf» 
phemies lefs fliocking than thofe he had originally 
written; in which he contents himfelf with avowing^ 
he is no chriftian, and that it is ridiculous to be 
one. Still, however, it attrafted the notice c^ 
the police, and he had no 6ther way of efcaping, 
but by affirming the work was not by him, but 
by the late Abb6 de Chaulieu. If this f^dt be true^i 
as a perfon worthy of credit has aflured me it is^ 
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iKre itiay 14lkii on Whom his commoti place invec* 
lives ccnIcerhiQig cftluinfiy ought to fall ? 

Attenj^th afrWed the tiihe when he was to give 

lobfe to his nagb. M« de L&unai^ a man of learn* 

ing, at Pai^if, with whom I kept up a correfpan- 

dciice, having feht me the tragedy of Zara^ which 

Was theft ^i^ng^ together with his remarks on the 

piece and the a^hOr, I atifwered him in the fame 

llyle ; ^xxd this feufwer having been circulflted^ con- 

trary to my intention, Voltaire^ with whom every 

hew . fuccefs is the ptel\jde to new abfurdities, 

thought this Wad the time to ruin my charaAer, 

and diredly produced his fiimo us Temple of Tafte j 

a wotk that drew on him the indignation of aJl 

Paris, fir the towh efpoufed my caufe with fa 

mXich warmth, that never was anyone more com- 

pktely reve!ngcd than myfeif^ nor any flanderer 

more efFe&uaHy iftoftified than my antagonift, 

who for three months fcarcely dared to Ihew his 

htad. 

At length, however, the public having forgot- 
ten his extravagance, he endeayored to regain its 
good opinion by his Adelaide, which failed of fuc-^ 
tcfs, and by his Letters m iheEnglifi Nation, which, 
as I have Jilx^ady faid. Were publickly burnt. 1 
forgot to mention, thait, before the publication of 
his Temple of Tafte, I received a letter from 
M^ d^ hw^i, ift wbiclx ^c informed me of his 
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Tceivaces kgainft 'myfelf and him, <hd added; 
that, with refpeft'to the laft, he had taten care 
to let' him know, if ever he made free, with 
his name, he might expeft an- imaiediate mpfljr, 
and; that not with his pen ; the 'coi^quence of 
which s was, that this Hero of Parijaffus, having 
met with him at the theatre, apologisied in fo ab- 
je^ a manner as to excite both his pity and cofa- 
tempt, as I was informed by M. de La^iun in his 
letter. 

Sudi, Sir, is the feal ftate of this difpute, and 
thd caufe of his inVedtives, which I might eafily 
have prevented, if I would have condefcended te 
the overtures* of reconciliation made me laft year 
by one of his intimate friends } and if I had not 
thought it unworthy of me to enter into a negotia* 
tion with a man fo univerfally detefted as Voltaire, 
It would have been no lefs eafy for me to ptmiih 
the publifliers of this abule, if I had thoilght pro- 
per to avail myfelf of the rigorous edidts of the 
magiftracy of Amfterdam, againft all perfonal 
fatires and libels j but it is important to me that 
the true charafter of fuch an enemy Ihould be 
known, which is beft eflfefted by the rage and 
fcurrility of his own writings, I am happy that 
no fuch traits are difcemablein mine; and, if ne- 
ceffity has obliged me to- lay open fome of the 
ihameful adiojis of which he has been guiky> 
•^ I can 
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I can {zielyzfSptm,* it is not; m%^t ^hkh ha^guidN 
Miny{mi« This., is wh^O: I gave t^^t un^^o^^a 
fri€ai4 to underftand who ofi^red his i9[§dia(it^> 
for- yfhichrl r^uined him^piy tkanlcs; bij}>:did not 
fccept; afl^^g him^ that the abvrfe ofyoltaise 
bad done me ao injury, and C(^i4 giye ^e n# 
p^n^. and. that I only wiibed he would behave 
with more difcretion for the time to com?* - 

Boileau, whofe example I ihould .always wifli 
to imitate, has taught me by his indifference for 
thp inve^ives of t^e Pjadons, the Boone^rfe^ 
iind the Cotins, "^to fiefpife thofe of the'LenglctsV 
the Gacons and'thte Volfiu^. '^' Hfy fentiments on 
this head are known to all my friends^^ and^have 
more fully explained them'^in an Epiftle which 
I ' wrote ibifife' -time ago, -^nd which ^ill 'ap- 
pear with the^ fttft edklori of iriy works. Voltaire 
ftiay therefore' di%6rge all the filth he pleafes', tbi« 
is the laft anfwer he' wiU receiver frohi me. -I ^m 
<5Uke'wearf^f to dirty a bufinfefe,- and, if it fhould 
be neceilairy to fay dhy liidt^'od the'.fubjeft^ Ihall 
only fend- te^ tlie printer, as I haVe beeh frequently 
folicited todo^a coUedion of all the jeux d'efptrits 
in profe and yerfe, and of all the memoirs and letters 
%sfhich I have received, relative to this conteft^ 
at different time^ ; efpecially immediately after 
tjtie publication of his femple &f taftt, J have 
enough of thefe to fumilb two goad voiumes. 

This 
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ThU is the only imttiod in wKlcSi I tzn return af^ 
•ftlwer^tK honor, accept, however, a pftfing ftki 
tation asoccafiofl amy fenrc in my future wridngs. 
At prefent thk may Office to give youlfce infbr^ 
martion of which you 'Was fo ^rffous, andlHce- 
wife to watB him, that lie whdfc ownhoufeistnade 
6f glafs, ought not^o thrown Hones at that of his 
neighbor* 

Enghein, May 27, 1736. 

M. de Voltaire's Answer* to di9 
precQdipg Letter* 

Gentlemen, 

A SIMPLE kind of map,.l?y,^^HW lUgflfeatit 
has printed in your Jo^rp^l a iopg. kcter tf^^iif^ 
tome, in which, luckily for ipe^jth^^i^iK^W^ 
but lland^r, ^, unluck^y for W<nfelfj,Ao$ the 
leaO: ref^mblance to wit* T^e rpaipB w^ tkii 
piece is (b very bad, gentlemen, is, that it is fjrtire* 
ly his own; neither Marpit, ^b^ais^^npr {l-Qur 
ville have fumilhed hitu with a fisgle i4«^ 

* Rouileau's letter Has ajspeased in n(icM;e than ten 4tfi!sient 
collections, though that of Voltaire has but f?14om beca pi^ 
tilhed. Wei infert it here with the naore pleafurc, as it is lo be 
fcundintioe^tioQofhirvoilcs; We hive added fome&ort but 
xKseflkrJLtiota» . . . .« 
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Hii^ is tills fecoiid time in Ws Ufefte has truBcd 
to htaxwn'iiftreniion, and he never fiicceeds when 
he fcvents; His lawfuk with M. de Saurin otc^ht 
to have fendtered him mol-e prrudent. But it has 
already been t)bicryed of him, that, though 1ii!t 
tirorks are extrem^ely labored, "he is «otyet ftiffici* 
•ently corrcded. He has long been fexclnded from 
till good -company^ and is continually doing his tit- 
iTioft, by th^ 1^erfes he at prefent writes, to get 
iiimfclf e:tc!ufied from the tramber of the poets* 
With refpeA to the fads which he lias advanced 
^agaiiift me, it is well known his teftimony defervcB 
tio credh ; and, as to his verfes, I only wife he 
may cdntmue to write in the famie ftyle, witenevet 
ht attacks refpe€fcable charafters. 

He has prefented you, gentlemen, wifli an in- 
^pid romance of the manner in which his know- 
ledge of xne commenced. I ihall now, in a Ihprt 
^dftnple ftory, lay before you the real truth. 

He begins by faying, 'that fome ladies of his 
ac<{traintance todk him one day tothe Jeftrits cdl- 
tege, *xvhere I was then a fcholar^ and that h^ 
was defitmis of feeing me, becaufe Iliad ^gained 
iTome prizes. Bert he ought to have -added. 
Tie made this vJfit, becaufe his father having Ijeen 
^flloemaker to mine during^enty years, *my father 
had formfcrly j^rocnitd iiim' aplace with a l aw ye r^ 
nyhene it had been much to his credit if he had 

con- 
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COttdnued, but which he loft for bavii^ difowned 
his birdi. It may likewife be added, that my fa* 
ther, my relations, and all thofe uoder whom 1 
ftudicd, forbade me to fee him, and fo bad was- 
his charader, that when any fchol?tf bad com- 
mitted a fault, of a certain kind, he was furc to 
be told, you will become an- abfolute Rouffeau. 

It is true that about .1720, I accompanied a 
French lady of diftinftion who was. going to Hol- 
land.. Roufleau niay fay, if he pleafe^, I went 
in the fuite of this lady* A fe^vanfe .always em- 
ploys the terms moft familiar to him ; every one 
fpeaks his own language. We pafied by Bruffels ; 
-Rouffeau pretends I heai:d mafs very irreverently, 
and that he learned, with 'horror, the indecency of 
.my behaviour, from the Comte de Lanoy ; for he 
always likes to cite great names in matters of 
fmalL importance. I might perhaps have mani- 
fefted Ibme little levity during the celebration of 
the mafs.- The Comte de Lanoy, however, fays,. 
Roufleau is a liar, and makes a very impro* 
per. ufe of his name to fupport his. impertinent 
and groundlefs aflertions. I am very forry for any 
fuch indifcretion, but it certainly does not become 
M. Roufleau to make fuch a reproach. Is it de- 
scent for the author of fo many licentious epigrams, 
andipfamous couplets againft his benefadors and 

friends^* 
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Iriendj, in fliort the author of the Moyfade*, t* 
accufe me. of having talked in church> fix- 
teen )'ears ago? I pity the poor. inan,' but let «} 
continue our llory. . ; . ' ' 

■ Firft, he fays, ;he prefented me to the Governor 
of the Low Countries. Vanity is very powerful 
It is much more probable that I was introduced 
by the lady whom I had the honor to accompany : 
but men always make vanity fupply the deficien* 
cies of education. 

At length, however, I met. with him at Bruflels^ 
and fliewed him my Henriade. He reproaches me, 
I know i?6t why, for having in this Poem* taken 
the part of the beft of Kings, and* the- greateft 
man Europe has produced, againft thepriells, by 
whom he was calumniated and perfecuted, I am 
willing, however, Rouffeau Ihould efpoufe the caufe 
pf monks, while I defend that of Henry IV. 

He was much furprized, he fays, to find 
I had fubftituted Admiral de Coligni to Rofn'u 
Our critic is not deeply read in hiftory. Thefe 
little abfurdities are very common with thofe who 
only poffefs the talent of arranging words, in a cer-* 
tain ord6r. Admiral Coligni was the head of a 
powerful party, in the time of Charles IX. and Was 
killed when Rofni was only feven years old. 

* The Moyfade was not' written by Roufleau ; M» de V9I- 
taire has confeifed this elfewhere. 

F RornI 
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Rofiii afterwards tecsutie tlie mmifter -and fava** 
lite of Henry IV. How then could I fctrencli the 
tKarttder of Rofni, from the Henriade, to fubflWttite 
that of Admiral Coligni? The fad % 1 bar* 
made IhlpldlGs Momajrfupply the place of Rofni. 
Rouflfeati, perhaps, does not kno^ that this Du^ 
J)leffis Mornay Was ti Warrior, a learned man, Ji 
rigid phSofopher, in one word, exaftly fuch i 
diaraftet as I had to defcribe. Btit we muft per* 
mit a mere rhimer to be a little ignorant* Let vA 
j)roceed to matters of more confequencc. 

We femctimes find people who underftand but 
Very indifferently an occupation they haVe fol» 
lowed all their lives* It is rertiarfcable thatRouf- 
feau IcnoWs not even how to flander. The origiil 
of his hatred to me, according to his own account^ 
arofe, in part, from my having fpoken of himiii 
a moft opprobrious maimer to the Dafce d'Arem* 
berg. I ksnow not what he means by opprobrious. 
If I had faid, he Was banifhed France by an arret 
6f parliament, and that he wrote cOntempti- 
Me verftfs at Btufflels, I ihould have dotte him no 
injuftice ; but I mentioned nothing of all this, and 
to order to confute this foolifli falfity, a:s well as 
A^ reft, I IhaSl hete give the copy of a letter I 
have juft ireceived from the Dtifee d'Atember^* 
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l^nghibii, Sept. 8, 1736^ 

I AM much difpicafed, Sir, to find my ijame 
hientioned in the Btbliotheque Frangoifij ihan article 
relative to yom , I am m^de X6 fp^e^Jc yery im* 
j>ropcrly and falfely; 

I am> Sir, youf moft 

obedient humble fervant, 

Let us now fee if he has been mdrc fortuttate 
ih his.btheir acfcufetionisi t recited to him, he 
fey$^ an Epiftle againft the Ghiftrian Religion. If 
Jxe means the Moyfade, he knows very well I am 
hpt the author of that piece. Me alTerts, I have 
teen proceeded againft by th-c Police of Paris, 
^s the wiriter bf this pretended Epiftle ; to determine 
this it will be only rieqeflary to.confult the regifters, 
in which his. name. may be repeatedly found, but 
mme no where '^. Rpuff^au would rejoice had 
t written againft religion; , but I cannot bring my- 
ielf to imitate him in any thing* 

He has heard it faid, hj^pocrify is neceffary, if 
ive wiih to triumph over our enemies : and I grant 
Jie has had recourfe to this admirable expedient* 

* The manner in wjiich M* de Voltaire defends himfelf 

ftgainft this accufation, unfortunately too true, is more ingeni* 

OU9 than fatisfadtory. 

F % Inur'dl 
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InurM t' afFronts Roufleau had been, : 

With groans and catcals, chaced the fccnc. 
^ . From Paris was, with cudgels, driv'n ; 
'Mong Germans, then, to be forgiv'n. 
And aft the devotee, he ran : 
He could not aft the honeft mail. 

But to adt the devotee is not alone fufficient to 
do niifchief, ibme addrefs is neceflary. God be 
thanked, Rouflcau's incapacity is equal to his hy- 
pocrify : without this counterpoife he had been 
'dangerous indeed. 

The pretended reafonsf of the pretended rupture 
between this great man 'and myfelf, therefore, are, 
that I have behaved inattentively at mafs, that 
I have recited verfes written after the manner of 
the Moyfade, and that I have fpoken of him in terms 
not fufEciently refpedtful to the Duke d^Arem- 
berg, I Ihall now proceed, gentlemen, to explain 
the real caufe of his hatred ; and will confent, 
which is faying a great deal, to be efteemed a$ 
infamous as my accufer, if I advance 1 fingle word 
It is in his power to difprove. 

He recited to the lady I had the honor to ac- 
company, and myfelf, a kind of allegory agaihft 
the parliament of Paris, xmder the title of the 
Judgment of Pluto : a wretched piece. In which 
he is very liberal of invedtives againft the Attor- 
ney-General and his Judges. 

He 
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* He concludes, as well as I can retnember, by** 
thefe lines : " 

^ And may^ their fklns, ftrctchM on the jufticc •bench, 
'. Hereafter be a feat to their fiicceffors^. 

: Thefe arc imitated from an epigram by M.> 
Boindin againft Roufleau, which is univerfally 
known. The difference between this epigrsiai 
and the verfcs df Rouffeaii is, that the epigram, 
i^good. , ' > 

. He .after.wards recited a; work, the title of whicfe 
is no proof either of an able head or a good; 
heart ; it is called the Palinodia. You arc to bq 
informed, he was the author of an Epiflie ta 
the Duke de Noailles, then Comte d'Ayen. In 
this, work he had faid, ' , 

His fhape behold ! his air ! and, hark 1 
* He fings with mufic all his own! ^ 

• FrtJrft Delphos fure Apollo's flown ! 



^ "^hi$4>iecej written in' a iimilar flile throughout, 
was, as you. may fuppofe,, univerfally ridiculed. 
However, th^ Duke ^ ftill continued to proted, 
though ive defpifed him ; and condefcended to givQ 
hiin^.ipl^^f Could you imagine it ? He wrote a 
icfter, ,at that very time, filled with invedtives 
againft his, benefadof. This letter came to the 
knowledge of the Duke — I affirm nothing but 
i F 3 what 
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hat that nobkman can prove to be faft; stud 
mull add, he poffefled fo much greatnefs of foi4 
as to forget the ingratitude of the poet. 

ilouffeau, as foon as he had left France, wrote 
his PaUnodia. He was certainly in the right to 
difclaim dull panegyric, but his Palinodia ought 
undoubtedly to have been abetter produdion« Un* 
fortunately for him, it merely confifted in fpeaking 
ill of his beaefador. Marfhal Villars, the frfend 
of the nobleman whom he had infulted, being in? 
formed of the infolence pf^ Roufleau, wrqte tq 
Prince Eugene in thefe terms* — *^ I hqpe you will 
do juftice to a * * ^ who has not been fufiiciently 
punilhedin France/- This letter, added to the in? 
gratitude with which Roufleau repaid thekindnefs 
of Prince Eugene, entirely difgraced him with that 
Prince, Such, gentlemen, is the origin of aU 
the enmity Roufleau has ihewn againfl: me^ 
He imagiiied I had informed Marfhal Villars, yet 
it is very certain I never fpoke to him on any fuch 
fubjeft ; the truth of which aflfertion maybe eafily 
knowTi from thofe who are both friends apd re* 
Jations to Marfhal Vilkrs. The letftr was written 
to Prince Eugene, before Roufleau had ever r«uj 
me his wretched Palinodia; and wh^n he did 
read it, I contented niyfelf with faying, I few 
plainly that to obtain friends was hot his purpofe. 
I confefs I told him, with a franknefs which I 

have 
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have I5refei:y«l on every occafipn^ ^^ That his 
latter works did not pkafc me.; aijd thiat he would 
be only confidei^d. aS; ha\;iag loft, hi^ abilities 
and preferved hi? venom." The pwfeHc bw jufti-^ 
fied my predidtion ; aad Roufieau h^ites. mo the 
more becaufe I have toWr him a trut^i which daily 
becorpes more confpicvQUSt 

As he had. flattered me for a white, it was im- 
poflihle, he Ihould long refrain from writing verfcs 
againil me ; he did fo, and infipid enough they 
were. True it is, at Uft, in an Epifib a^aiHjl 
Calumny, written about three years ago, I could 
not avoid, after having Ihewn the enormity of this 
c^ime, mentioning one by whom it had been fo 
frequpitly committed^ You remember what I 
have faid of him, 

ThU ^od i^hioipr covered with dif^racey &;c» 

In thefe verfes 1 have certainly only expreffed 
the opinion of the publict I have only followed 
the example t)f M* de la Motte, the moft mode* 
rate qf men, who has written thus of RouCeau ; 

Knpw'ft thou the Barafite, \Aok £rol 
Envy ^nd j^aloufy controul ; - 
AfidflwAw: withn^aliciottsgrini 
Timi4 yd iTOpudcm, in Aa; 
Who fiwft can, with fccret guii^ 
Jofufe bis poifon in s^ finilc i 

• F4 ' J 
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The Jlagiarift, whofc rancorous gall, ^ 
Which fternefl: critic might appal, 
So oft infeftcd hath our eyes ? 
' if fuch thou know'ft,* him I defpife ; 
\''.^ Contemptuous view his abjeft pride, 
Tbo* to the gods he were allied *. 

...Who would imagine M. Rouffeau would dare 
complain of having been flandered ? Permit mc 
here to remind you of an incident in an old ItaJiah 
comedy. Harlequin having robbed a houfe,* and 
npjt finding afterwards all the efFeds he had taken, 
begins to cry flop thief with all his might. 
^^ojufTeau fuppofes, in the firfl place, that my 
Epiflle on Calumny is addrefTed to a refped:able 
lady, daughter of the Baron de Breteuil, one 
of his firfl maflers. But who has told him it is 
not adtirelTed to one of the daughters of the Duke 
fde NoaiUes,..or M, Rouille, or Marlhal Tallafd ? 
JFor^ has he ever had a mafter whom he has not 
yepaid with ingratitude, and at length obliged tp 
drive him frpqi . his fervice ? I am very willing 
this epiflle Ihould be fuppofed to be addrefTed 
to the daughter of the Baron de Breteuil ; who is 

* Tbefe verfes,' wbich M. de Voltaire applies peHonally to 

RoulTeau, are, in the Ode ^hich M* de la Mptte ad<h-«^ to 

this poet, only intended ^ the general pidure of a man deferv-* 

in^ dcteflation, " though to the gods he were allied.'* J^cver 

cJLla Motte fully his writipg»>y lampoons 

mar* 
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matried to a man of the higheft rank, and is il- 
luftrious for the honor flie refledls on the fine arts, 
by her genius and knowledge, which flie in Vain 
endeavors^ to conceal, ^ 

; This only ferves to fhew how bold Roiffleau i^ 
in his wickednefs, and how impudent in his falfe- 
hoods. He cries out he is flandered, and that 
he has never written veffes againft M, dc 
Breteuil. Would you know from whom I re- 
ceived the intelligence, he thus dares to con- 
tradidt? From the very perfon to^whom hte Was 
weak^ enbugh to confefs it ; the daughter of that 
fame M. de Breteuil ; who, as well as I, is ac- 
quainted with the faft, and in whofe prefence I 
hlave the honor to write this truths fo univerfally 
known. 

In vain does he plead he has ftill in his poflef^ 
Son feveral letters frorii the Baron de Breteuil ; 
Jiis epiflle, in verfe, to that nobleman is equally, 
ineffedtual ; for what do they both prove ? Why the 
exceflive indulgence of the Baron de Breteuil, 
and the extreme infblence of his domeftic. Is 
this the only inftance of his writing both for and 
againft his benefadors ? Has he not deified Ml 
d? Francine, after having fatirized hinj in th^ 
moft Ihan^eful manner in the Francinade ?. j^c 
wrote this fatire becaufe his unfucccfsful Operas 
bad been /ejeded by M* de Francine, and ha 
" . - afterwards 



Digitized by 



Google 



t 74 3 

jaftcpwards ftiled hko divine, hccaufe Madame 
do Bouzolo^ having bad the gpodnefs to mab 
a collcftion for him when be wa3 in Switzcrlandj 
M. de Francine was generous enough to contribute 
twenty louis. I myfelf have, by the fame- rale, 
fon^e title td a fimilar epithet, for I fphfcribed 
four iQuis on that occafioa *. 

Indeed he is much in thfe wrong to wifti ill to 
me; for, exclufive of the connexion between. rajf 
father and his, I have at prefent a vakt (kckamirc 
who is his kinfman, and a verjr honeft fellow. 
Thi3 poor lad very often afka my pardoA for the 
paltry verfes of his relation -j*-. 

After all, is it my fault, that he was caned by 
the Sieur Pecoiar, in the Rue Caflette, few: hav- 
ing written and acknowledged thofe couplet* 
which are n>emioned in bis criminal procefs* 

* Can any thing juftlfy or excufe M, de Voltaire for making 
Ais public mention of the alms he pretends to have bedowed 
m Rotifleau ^ Four ioms is a hr^ ftim for fuch a child, as 
VL de Voltatre muft thea haire been» to.have given. And ia^ 
pofing he had been (b generous, oughc he to have upbrmd^l 
liim with it ? Is there any neccffity thus openly to procUim 
cyery thing- we do ; and fometinjes what we do not do i 

<j- Yolpitt h98 frequently repeated this in conver&tion ; 
^ Wai he then of fo low an originaT?' faid M. *** one day to 
Urn. * Dp you nor know who was his fether,' returned Voltaire^ 
»-»^ Indeed I do not^ anfwercd Mt ^^*, I imagined hi|n the&o 
gf Pi^daf or of fi^orace.* 
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" f$!ck Ketch vr^l {oon^ 1 fiynly ho|it| 
Stop Benin's hiffing wjtji his rope : 
tVhilc, »t the ladder's foot, l^is whip 
Shall maijce the danci^g pecoui: iklp. 

Is It my fault that he received the faitte^tneat* 
ment from M. de U Fay^, diough fie afterward^ 
appeared him by tKe mediatioir of- M^.de H 
Contade, and an ofFclrpf fifty louis, vrtifcfi Ml d». 
Ja Faye never receive^^; that he flstad^ered^ Mi 
$aurin ; tBat he was battifb^d by aperpettwl arretr; 
that, he is the abhQfreiiCe of every one ; or (whieHl 
turts Kim moft) that he Has written fuch a nunibef 
pf milerable rhimes ? 

Is it my fault that he has' compoferf Let JSHtt 
Chimiri^ueSy I^e Caffly Ld Ceinture Ma^upte^ &c. I 
am. not refponfible for thele things, 

Tq better his caufe, he has affociattedr him- 
felf with the Abbe des Fontaines, author of t 
periodical work, of which you have Heard j and 
this Abb^ fent, from time to time, Ubeli slgainfl; 
mc into Holland. 

It is proper you Should know, that, in 1724, I • 
procured this Abbe his releafe frbm thd Bicfitre j 
where he would otherwife have been cbrifined fot 
the reft of his days, T^is is a faft univcrfally 
known. I have ftill letters from hmi, fe whick 
Jw cpnfeije? that he owes to ijxe botl; his honor 

and 
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and his life. He has fince been my tnSiiflator. 
I had written in Engliffi an Eflay on the: Epopoea. 
He rendered it/into French, and his trahflation 
was printed' at Paris. 

.. It is true there were as -many miftakes in the 
fenfe as there were lines. In it he. faid, that the 
Portuguefe had difcovered America. '. He tranf- 
lated cakes eaten by the Trojans, by this exprefEon,' 
ri^e devouring hunger of Cacus. He took the EnglHh 
word cakes to fignify Cacus, and the Trojans to 
be cows. I correfted thefe errors, and . printed 
his-tranflation at the end of my Henriade, till t 
could find time to write my Eflay on the Epo- 
poeaia French ; for I had compofed it in the tafte 
of the Englilh language, which is exceedingly dif- 
ferent from ours. When I had finilhed it, I 
placed it at the end of my Henriade, printed iti 
Fragce* -The Abbe.des Fontaines could, never 
forgive my; thus making ufe of what was^ my own; 
.From: that time he has inceflantly. attacked 
both my reputation and that of the Henriade. t 
Ihall not anfwer him, nor endeavor to decry hii 
verfes. Of thefe he has pu^liflied a large volume, 
of which fqarcely any body has heard. I myfelF 
^un unacquainted with its title ; his chatafter 
however is a little better known. * 

Such, gentlemen, are the refpeftable pferfoiis I 
haye for my enemies. You may tl^trefore boldly 

affirm. 
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affirm, whenever you meet with any wrctdicd 
ye^fes pointed at me^ they are written by Roufieau ; 
pr any defpicable criticifina, in profe, the Abbe del 
jFontaines is their author. . . , 

I have the honor to be. 
Gentlemen^ 

Your, &c. 

. M. de Voltaire did not content bimfelf with 
this ; he made enquiries into the events of the 
Life of Roufleau, as appears from his letters to 
the Abbe Mouffinot. The following Memoirs 
were the fruit of thefe enquiries^ The author of 
them endeavors to conceal himfelf, but he is 
fuflfciently difcovered by the elegant fimplicity 
of the ftyle, and his enmity to Roufleau. This 
jvork is little known in France, becaufe it wa$ 
pot printed in that kingdom. The copy we hav? 
made ufe of is more accurate than thofe which 
Jiave hitherto appeared^ 

It is to be remarked, that it was one of the 
fingularities of Voltaire to make thefe enquiries 
into the hiftory of his enemies. What a quantity 
of information had he coUefted concerning the 
Jate M. Freron, La BaumcUe, the Abbe Nonotte, 
and feveral others ! If all his letters were to be 
publiihed, the tryth of what is here advanced 
jwould be very manifeft. 

Fon- 
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Ftmteneilc ^Gttd in t quite contrary maiihefii 
tic frfdom knew ttf the ^ritictfms ptibfifhed oti 
Iris works ; or, if they ^ame in his way^^byany aos 
cident, never attempted to difcovcr their anthorsi 
This at doc^ ih&red'his p^u:e ^nd reputation^ 
which nothing can hurt fd much as thefe acfi- 
inonious repiicfi^ and which are tdo often made 
to reafonable and well*fbunded obje(ffa*oris. 

M* de Voltaire Aould have remember^, witH 
tranquillity, that the public Ifeldom adopt, bu€ 
geiierally drfpife, crfticifins not well-founded 3 
but, he v\raji always fearful of lo^rig evefi a fingle 
leaf of his laurel* Ttence ttrofe'his^anxiety iVhenli6 
was informed dF any inimical patmphlet. Me 
ipotlld fcarcdy recover his fpi^itis for feveral dajrsi 
*' Mow'! (faid M.TalIflbt tti him, on fome occafion^ 
t^hen h^ fliewed uneafinefe at the teazing of -fomfe 
of the^ literary infcffts) -Can a fingle pifinire 
<iaufe you fo mudh pain ?" ^^ It is not, faid he, k 
fingle pifmire : it is a neft of pifmires/' In thiai 
ttiann^r did he magnify the number of his enemies 
0Xcvife his own extreme fenfibility, - 
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MEMOIRS o^ J. B- ROUSSEAU. 

By M. DE VOLTAIRE^ 
WithNMns to CJcplsdto and cotreft ceitam f^s. 

SECT. L 

l^s Biit%,Eaucation, arid Ootoiedy, entitled 
Le Cafe: Or, The CofFee-Houte. 

Jban^BaI^tiste Rousseau was bom at Pwfts, ih 
the Rue dds Noyert, in the year i67o«* Goi^ 
who difpdfes as he pkales of ^bat is called igFtaC* 
nefs or meaniiers amdng tlien, gave him a humble 
origin^ His mother had been long a {otv^z^ kiH 
his father was ajowneyrtian ihbemaker ; but hiv- 
ing received idme mondy by the death of a rek* 
tion, became a mJtfter of cmiiierice. He Was tAkf 
Syndic of the Cdrdwainer's<ato^ny, endTefpcft* 
ed by his ndghbors as an cKceedfaiglyhdneft rrian^ 
a r€^putjktioB no lefs difficult to acquheaniwigtlii 
common people than among thofe of higher 3?a«fcj 

The father fpared no expeiice to give his foft »fi 
education fupferlor to his bkth, and at 'firft wtenld^ 
^d him for the chwch? aprafeffibn where ft for- 

*, Or rather April 6, 1671, as appears by an txtrzStJaav 
the r«|[ifier inferted m the Aonee I4tteraire«. 

tune 
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tunc- is often made by merit, though unaffifted by 
family connexions ; and often even without cither ; 
but the young man's morals were no ways con- 
formable to thefe views. 

Rouileau's father, by a ijngular fatality, for a 
long time made Ihoes for M. Arouet, treafurer to 
the -chamber of accounts, father to him who .has 
fincc been fo much celebrated by the name of Vol- 
taire, and who has had fuch violent contefls with 
Roufleau. 

The Sieur Arouet undertook to place young 
Koufleau with an attorney, of the name of Gentil ; 
but he Ihewed no more inclination for the law 
than he ha^ done for the church. He read Ca- 
tullus, went to the play, and paid no attention ta 
his bufinefs. 

One day his matter having ordered him to carry 
fome papers to a counfellor of the parliament, 
young Roufleau faid to the counfellor, with all the 
vanity of youth,. M. Gentil, friend, has defired mc 
to leave thefe papers with you, as I came by, 
^he counfellor coming the fame day to the attor- 
ney's, and feeing this young man at the deik, in- 
formed the mafter of the contemptible vanity of 
bis clerk. The attorney chaftifed his infolence, 
and. his clerk immediately renounced the law* 
This adventure procured France a diftinguilhed 
poet* ; 

Roufleau 
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koufleau began his poetical career in 1694, liy 
tlie cdmedy otLe Caffif ; (The Cdffee-Houfe) i vtii^ 
nifeftly the attempt of a young wfitcfr, without 
experience either tn the wdrld^ ixi literature, or thd 
pradice Of the theati'e, and which flieWed nb 
marks df genius. A yoiiilg officer, whb was with 
me at its tepfefentatidn, niade the fblldwing im** 
promptu oil the cccaflon : 

If prcne to fleep we coffee take^ 
To keep us chearful and awake ; , 
What ftraiige dull fpell is then Rouileau^s 
0*cr coficc thus to make Us doze ? 

This comedy produced the author fome money^ 
but no reputation. He wrote a good hand, how- 
cvet| atid that was much more profitable to hitn 
than his wit 1 for it procured him a clerk's place in 
the Iccretary's office of M* de Tallard^ Ambaffa- 
dpr~to£ngiand> arid afterwards Marihal of France* 

His genius for poetry and fatire fobn began to 
ihowitielf; he had the impudence to write an 
epigram againft M. de Tallard, who contented 
himfelf with difmiffing him from his ierYice. 

S E C T. IL 

His firfl Mafters, and fatirical FkctS^ 

RovssfiAx/ returiied to F^rahde podr enough, arid 
entered into the fervice of the Bilhop of Viyicr's* 

G There 
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There he compofed the Moyjkd^;^ land the Bifli6p 
having feen this work, in the hand- writing of Rotif- 
feau, obliged him to <jiiit bis houfe with ignomi- 
,ny, NeceiEtated to feek.anew mafter,-}^ procured 
the place^^of fecretary's clerk to the SwediCh em- 
bafly, where he remained but a ftiort time. His 
tafle and talents led him to Paris, ; On his return, 
having procured a letter to the Baron de Breteuil, 
at that time ulher to the <Srit)affies> he tefcited to 
him fome of his verfes, and as M. de Brfetcuil was 
poflefTed of confiderabje underftanding and tafte, 
he retained him in quality of his fecretary and 
,man of letters, and fliev&ed £tim the utmoft kind- 
nefs. ^ . . 

In^greatlioufes there are frequently little quarrels 
among the principal dox^cftics. Roufleau, wha 
poffefled that dangerous vanity -which the foperi- 
ority of genius never fails to infpird, witen it is not 
reftrained by reafon, was treated with, fome difr§- 
fpedt, in a journey .he made ^ith fiwne fervants of 
the family to Preuilly, an effate of the Baron's in 
Touraine. Roufleau revenged his quarrel with 
the fervants on the maftcn He compofed a little 
fatire againft him, which he entitfed the Baron- 

* The Moyfade neither was not could be by Roufleau ; it was 
' theprodu6tion of. fome wretched rhimer, who cither is, or at 
leaft dcfervcs to be forgotten. 

nadc, 



Digitized by 



Google 



t 83 ] 

tOL^i^ to tie had emitted hh piece againft Mofes 
the Moyfade^ and as he has fince called that againft 
M « de f^ir^eke lhe*£r^(^inade« He ctofefled this 
fevcral year^ alfew W the jDtotohefe<tf St. Pierre, 
ftCfer to M. de 'Htfi'cy. The rtfcirt df ttiisf fetire 
reached the ezh of the Barcm^ b^ R«jillieau pro- 
tefted, with an oath j it waS all flaiidet* It was 
eafy to perfiii^de his mafier to believe him, for he 
had given no copy of this fatiire. 

His mafter therefore ftill continued his patron, 
and placed him w^ M. ^\M6, tntetidant of the 
Finances, in hopes that M. Rouill6 would procure 
him fome employment^ by means df which he 
might be enabled to cultivate his poetical talent. 
M; Rouille had himfelf a' confidferable inclination 
to poetry, and wr&te fevei^l ^afl^ble (bngs ; thefe 
it was RouflfeoU c^otilpbfed his flrft epiftles in the 
%le of Marot, and feVeral ballade. 
' M. RouilU had a mi^efe; named Mademoifelle 
de Lotivancourt, who had a very line voice,, and 
for whom he fometimes wrote fongs* Rouf- 
feau, to oblige them, Icarbcd a little mufic, and 
wrote the wdrds of fctaic cantatas, which were 
fet to mufic by Bemier, mafter tp the holy cha- 
piel. Thefe were the firft cantatas ever written 
in the French language, lit afterwards retouched 
;tiiem. Some p£ thefe are very excellent. We ate 

G a iDidebted 
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indebted to him for this new fp^cies of poeticid 
tompofition* 

The life he led with M.Rouilli, might h»ye 
been very agreeable ; but. his unfortunate inclina- 
tion to fatire foon deprived him both of his happi- 
nefs and hopes. M. Rouill^ had written a fon^ 
beginning thiJs : . . / 

To thee, fair Louvancourt, we every day ' 
Sec fome new lover figh and fall a prey. 

Rouileau parodied it In thisinfolent manner ;; 

To ftrumpet Louvancourt we every day 
See fome poor fimplc lover fall a prey. 

The remainder contains expreffions which mo- 
defty will not permit to be repeated, 

Rpuifeau was now once more turned out of his 
patron's houfe. in difgtace; and this is the,reafqn 
that in th^ editions pf his works^ which he has 
publiihed in Holland, he has ftruck out thenaxne^ 
of M. Rouill^ fpom J;he dedication of an ode which 
he had addrefied td him, and which began thus: 

Koble inheritor of all thofe virtues, 
Which in old Rhea's reign were fo adored* 

He likewife rncant Mademoifellc de Loiivaft-< 
. coxnrt, and her two lifters, by thefe verfes in one 
of his violent fatircs. 

Three 
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Three wolv€8, ojr wowld be Graces, out of date, ' 
"Who ^11, by turns, my feme aflaflBuwte.* 

S E C T. III. 

His Combdy of the Flatterer ; his Operas. 

RotrssEAtr, now deprived of every refource, de- 
termined to try his fuccefs at the theatre. As he 
played pretty well in comedy, his ^rft intention 
was to form a company and conunenqe after ; but 
this he never put in pradice. However, at his 
leifure intervals, he had written a comedy, enti- 
tled the Flatterer, compofed in a ftyle much fu- 
perbr to his other piece. The CofFee-Houfe. This 
. was afted in 1695. It was well written, natural, 
an4 the plot ingenioufly conducted. It had a kind 
of fuccefs, though it was in fa£t only a feeble and 
rather cold imitation of the Tartuffe of Moliere. 

Hi^ father, who was ftill alive, and ftill kept 
his fliop in the Rue des Nayers, having heard it re- 
ported, that Rouffeau had written a play which 
had excited the admiration of all Paris^j thought 
himfelf tdo well paid for every pains he had be^? 
flowed on the education of ^ fon who, did him fuch 
great honor ; though the author, fince he had rifei^ 

* The Word evolves (louves) has in the French a punnbg 
•llufioo to t^e name of Louvancouft. 
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to fa muck iK^tke in tht mOfftd, had ddTplfed the 
ihocmaker, and the fon had forgotten the fether, 
Neverthelefs, paternal tendernefs made the old man 
haften to the pliay-houjfe, wb*re^ Jiavihg paid hi^ 
money, and taken his place ip tjie pit, he |>egp) 
to b0ait to every fcody that hf \fras father to the 
author, with all that fatisfadlion which a &»ple 
tradefman and a tender parent might be expected 
to ihow. Roufleiau, who was then in tl^epH* wa| 
in hafte to get out, fearing m int^xxipvf w^k 
might humble bis vanity. His fajjuer fQl|o)y?e4 
him, and in the prefence of La Torilifirei; aA :tXi 
cellent ador, who was one of his cuftpiRprs^' thpew 
himfelf on his neck, and meltijpig ^Qtp t^axs^ 
*^ Now, faid he, can you doubt tl^atl zm y^ur 
father." *^ Yqu, my father !*^ cried Roufi^au ; and, 
abruptly tearing himJfelf from l)im, immedi^ly 
quitted the place ; leaving the fpeifta^pn iq^majz^e-; 
mentand the father in defpair, - - ; 

This a(ftion did more harm tf> his reputatipja 
than all the comedies ever written could have done 
It honor. M. Boindin, Attorney-Qej^eral to the 
French treafury, who was then, yo,i;ipg, was pre* 
fent at thijs.fcene, and told him openly the ac^ 
tion was deteftahle, and that hi^ vanity did x^ot ^yeq 
underftand its own intereft; for that to have ^ac- 
knowledged his father wpuld have iacrea£pd his 
glory, and a difavowal like this pnly Qi^ht tahavc 

incited 
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incite^ his blialhes* This was the caufe of that 
eninity which Rouffeau manifefted as long as he 
lived againfl: M. Boindin, whom he prefently at- 
tacked with much afpcrity in hisepiftle to Marot.* 

Rouffeau then changed his name, and took that; 
of Vemiettes. This was the name of a young man 
with whom he had been clerk. He was intro- 
duced by this name to the Prince of Armagnac, 
Grand Ecuyer of France ; but, unfortunately for 
him, his father naade flioes for the Prince of Ar- 
magnac, and came one day to bring the Prince a 
pair while his fon was with him. 

The father wept with grief and vexation, and 
complained to the Prince, who reprimanded 
Rouffeau in the moft mortifying manner, but to 
no p^rpofe. 

His father died with chagrin foon after, and 
tb^ i^n would not even go into mourning. 

A y^ung pagCf who was in the Princess apart- 
ment when Rpuffcau, after having affumed th# 

* "i/L Racine^ tbe younger, in a letter which is publiihcd 
with the letters of EoufleaU) afHrms, that poet never deDied^is 
father. He fays he has been informed by perfons whofe cha* 
ra6^er renders their veracity indubitably that Roufleau never wffe 
afiiaKne4 of his family ; -that, on the contrary, he made it 
his ^oaft, that in his origin he refembled Horace ; and that he 
.never, had cauled his father loihedany tears, except tears of 

/' * . Cr4 , jiairic 
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name of J^ernteties^ was difcovered by his father, 
immediately quoted the ^m^zm of f^erniettes i a 
word from which fomc enemies of Rouifeau had 
cxtraAed thefe others^ fu te rentes^ thou denieft 
thyfelf. 

And here I cannot help r^coUefting the end of 
an epigram which M. Boindin wrote about that 
Jtime. It concluded thus ; 

J\pollOy wrathful, ^en decreed, 
Thn modern Marfyas fhouW be flay*4» 
The ikin his father thus might ufc, 
If Apt to in^kc, to cobble Iho^s^ 

After the comedy of the Flatterer, Rouffeau be- 
came intimate with M. de Francine, m^tre dTio* 
jel to the King, fpn-in-law of the celebrated Lulli, 
and at that time dire&pr of the opera, M» 4^ 
Francine eng^aged Rpuffeau tp compofe the opera 
pi Jafon. This tragedy, fet to mufic by Colafle, 
tad no fuecefs. However, M. de Francine, as an 
cncpuragement, gave Rpuffeau a hundred piilolest 
The year following he brought put his Adonjs, 
^vhich met w^th tjie fame fate \ but Mf de ^izxh 
cm^y potwithftandii^g the ill fuecefs of thefe twp 
unfortunate effays, had the gejierofity to prefimt 
the author with a thoufand livres. Yet Roufleau 
^thought himfeif ill paid, and in revenge wrote 
^he JFrancinade^ a pipft yirulejit fatire^ which he 
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printed under the nzmtx^f Mifquede Laverney and 
in which he fubftituted the name of Mkncine for 
that of Francine.* This alteration was made in 
the edition of Soleure, becaufe M. de Francine had 
the goodnefs to give twenty Ipuis d'ors, at a col- 
leftion which Madame de Bouzole made for Rouf- 
feau, when he' had taken refuge in Switzerland. 
This remarkable faft is related in a journal print- 
ed at Amfterdam in 1 736. Thefe journals are fel- 
doni much to be depended on, but of the truth of 
this I w^s an eye-witnefs. 

Perceiving his operas had no fuccefs, as indeed 
his genius was not fuited to that kind of compo- 
iition> he returned to comedy, and wrote L^ Ci^r/- 
cieux ; but this piece was ftill more unfuccefsful 
dian his operas, and the author had himfelf the 
mortification to be hiffed on his appearance at the 
theatre, 

^ Rouiieaa demes he had M. de Francine in view when ho 
wrote that allegofy* In fa£^ it contsuni nothing but general 
traits of chara^ier^ which ibucely could be applied to that ama« 
tfeur* RouiTeau alfo wrote, to M. de Breteuil, a letter which 
4oes him nuich honor, praying him to refufe the money fent for 
bim by mdividuals. He wovdd accept none but the prefentt of 
l|ie Puis of Qrleantt 
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S E € T. IV- 

An Account of fbme famous Epigrams^ 
and other poetical Pieces. 

A T that time there was a coffee-houfe in Parijs 
much frc(jwented fey the literati, philofophers, 
mufccians> painters^ and potfs, M, de la Foijp 
tcHcJIe wen.t' theje. femetimeis. M. dc la Motte^ 
M- Saurin, a celebrjated geometriciaji i M. Dau- 
chet, a very indifferent poQt, but .a man of coar 
fiderabb. learning ^ni rofpedable charadter ; the 
Abbe Aljry, fon of m apothecary of repute^j and 
a young naan of extenfiye J^oQwkdge ; M. Boin* 
din, AttQrnisy-Genf,iai tp. the French treafury j M. 
de la Faye^ C.apt^ii> in the guards, of the acade^ 
my of fjciiences.; and his brother^ who died^ Secre- 
tary to the cabinet, a man of falhion, and. whp 
wrote fome agreeable verfes ; the Sieur Roi, who 
difpkyedcQBMerabletalentjs iiK^ompoQ^g dances; 
the Skwr de KjQGh«bf>i«e,. who wfote fpi^s; and 
many other perfoiks of leaf sing weiie there every 
day : all new works were criticifed by thcm^ and 
often with, much feverity. They frequently wrote 
fpirited epigrams and lively fongs; m Ihort, it 
was the fchool of wit ; in which^ there was often 
no finall mixture of licentioufn^fs^ 

u 
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La Ti/[6tbt Moiidart^ after liatring from a weakf- 
fidb of mind, whicV eettainljr^ wa& ndiculoui 
-enough^ rt()aaiiied a whole year at Lsi Trape^to a 
tovice^ returned to Paris. His geoJBUs £01^ po^ury 
began to app^r. Hiis firft^ attend was a baSfet^ 
Kttititled, l^Europe Gaiante, ia v6^j^ He read it 
to Mellrs. BQi^ip, Ssiurki, and La Fa]^ the 
y^mlger, wi^ Welt good judged, ^hejr opeol^ 
faid^ RQi^He^ w^d be wife to reaoiMic^ \g9it^ 
ing Qpe^s ; Itooe a poet had anfett fa muqk h% 
^peril^r^ in that (^ecies of ^ompoAtioiu P.roni 
that time Roufleau begm «0 %M<^ La Mpc». 
They af^FWaikls both wrote odes^ aad thia Jiatf ed 
increa&d. La Motte w^ extremely {K^lite and 
'engaging in his maniEier ; I n^^ knew aoy^ose 
more A>. He had always ibmethmg aigreeabie to 
fay^ and poflefled^ to a great degree, the Mt of 
Sicquiring friends and extciadin^ h^ Tejpptation^ 
His talents wej:e fitted for every thipc^ W did 
fiot rife ^kq^Y^ piediocrity, if rfc e;j|<:ej^^ a few 
odes. In the \m^. part ai hh l^Jas^ i^ecame 
quite blind, but he was ftill extremely amiable, 
^erycbody preferred his compaivy to that of Rouf- 
leau. lodeed, one was not to be <:iotnpaFe<i to- the 
0tt*er, either for heart or head ; for dhougk Roirf- 
fcau knew beft ho\5^to write ver fes in the ftyle of 
^arot, or to turn an epigram, and had mpre of 
fire and hannony in his qdcs, he was very .faf 
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from that juft and phUofophical way of thinking 
which diilinguiflied La Motte. Roufleau was 
much the beft verfifier, but Lai Motte h^d moil 
genius^ for genius and .verfification are two very 
4ifferent things. Hoi;?ever, in 1700, the opera 
of Hefione was perforhied; the. words were by 
Danchet^ and the mufic by Can^a, already, known 
by the Eurdpe.Galante, This mufic was prodi- 
gioufly fuccefsful, and even fome paflages.in the 
poetry had confiderable merit, though the piece 
in general was badly written. Rouffeau then 
.wrote a fong againft Danchet, Campra, Pecour 
the dancer, and feveral others. This fong was 
written to one of the airs, in Hefione ; theground* 
work of feveral of thofe parodies^ which have fince 
been/o mifchievous. That I am now fpeaking of 
ended as follows : 

Jack Kptch will foon, I firmly hope. 
Stop Berrin*s hiiCng with his rope ; 
While, at the ladder's foot, his Whip 
3hall make the dancing Pecour ikip*« 

Pecour was irritated, and accidentally met 
Roufifeau in, the Rue CafiTette. I was prefentat 
the time, and muft fay, that it is not entirely 
true (as ba$ been ai^erted by the Bibliothc^ue 

. * The reader wUJ pcrwve Uiq iwcffity of repriAdnj thc<e 
vcrfcft ' • ' 

FraR^ 
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,Pran§oife) that Pccour aflaulted Roufleau. Mt 
iRTOuld have done it haid not I interfered, Roiif- 
feau alked his pardon, and foleriinljr fwore he Wai 
. jK>t the author of that foftg. Pecour would not 
.believe him, aiid I parted them. From that time 
I broke ,<^ all connexion with Roiiffeati, whbfe 
charaftcr I perceived waisj odious, though I couM 
not but highly efteem feveral of his works. 1 
likewife no longer frequented the coffbe-houfe^ $£^ 
I was tired of thele quarrels among mtn of^ let- 
ters, and vexed to fee them employ thdr wit to 
fo bad a purpofe. Danchet anfwered Roufleau in 
a fevere parody, which was likewife on verfesfrdm 
the opera of Hefione. 

Thou dmid enemy, thou dangerous friend^ " 
Ungrateful fon, proceed, thy poifons vend ; :: 
Veil with each hypocritic art. 
Thy treacherous and malignant heart ; 
And David now, Petronius now tranilate : i 
Fearlefs, on all, - 

Ejeft thy gaU, . ^ 

Theophilus to imitate ; 
But, while his ftile thou copieft, dread his fate, 

^hat Danchet faid in this fong afterwards camp 
to pafs ; Roufleau underwent much greater mor- 
tifications than Theophilus : on which occafion it 
was faid. Who would bave fuppofed Danchet to 

lave been a prophet } 

Rouf- 
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- ^ojdEfei^ /Continued to write 4iH^e |^aro4iM oti 
tiae Verfea wt havt mentioficx!. Ttey w6tt fiw 
tiie moft part aimed at fome of tl«bfe wliofra^ 
j^eiitod the coflbe-bocde tif the widmr Ltfdr^Ht. 
Hq eoikipo&d to the number of feventy«^tw6 ^, 
-ftWch ^e ftai preferved ^y the curiofltt. Thbfe 
MhoBLhi^ hod attacked did not fail to r^pay llmln 
the fame coin, it- was a war of wit, aad thie puidfc 
i¥e^ dii^erted at the expenoe of the oiml^aatt. 
J^ de la Fttye the younger, atitemg iOthers, wrotie 
^eifoHowhxg ep^^m, wbidi vraik moth atknired* 

1?(ithetda^ acTsQ^nal&s, a poet appeatsed^ . . 

Who by virulent fatire had mfuM hi^&if feared fi 
On every one near him his venom he fpit, 
With no fffiaU e^&onte^^ atrf tbmi^ li^k wit : 
But old Ctement caine in-, md, p^ri^iving his own^ 
Made, without ftrfdiet ibrople^ the phgiarift known j 
After him hc^eft Franeis (bmanded a fa&ce 
Of his ifuk&9 and Metiftftril as ^any more^ 
Till each poet reclaiming bis ftnft and his fallies. 
Nought remain'd of his works but their nonfenfe 
and malice. 

f Among the& feventy-tKro, it qannot be denied, but iatofi 
weire Writt6h by Rotffleau, who very fbon made an improper 
itfe^ kis t^fetft for epigram ; but his enemies Itkewiie made an 
jix^ni|«rule of Urnaaie, byactnbatiiig tobhn things eqsall^f 
itidUbaad malevoUar, which h4 nfeithef did nor couM wr Mte. * 

" Rouf. 
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Roufleau Kadnecd of a proteftor, and he found 
a fpirited one in the perfon of the Duke deNoaijies, 
who mtroduced him to court, M- de Chanrillard 
jgave him the place of fupenntendant in a fubordi- 
nate Woch of the cuftoms« J^e had the {atisfadtion 
to fee one ot his comedies afted in tlie prefencc 
of the Duchefs of Burgundy, by fome of i;h'e prin- 
cipal nobihty,^ and even feveral of the Princes of 
the Blbo(3».This piece was LaCeiniure Magijue, and 
is not mucK Superior to his CofFee-Houfe. If the 
author had only written dramatic pieces, he 
would at. prefent have been unknown, and pro- 
bably niore happy. A fpirit of emulation and 
conteft, with M- de la Motte, prompted him at that 
time to compofe verfes both on facred and pro- 
fane fubjedls ; among which fome are very excel- 
lent. He wrote his Epiftle to the Mufes, and 
that to Marbt, in which, among many prolix and 
unnatural paflages, there are alfo many moft 
beautiful. Happy, indeed, were *' thefe works, 
had they not been difgraced by a virulence ^hich ^ 
muft difguft all good men. Of his epigrams, like- 
wife, feveral were excellent in their kind : fuch, 
among others, was that againft the Jefuits* 

It were to be wiflied he had not diflionored 
this talent, by the mad licentioufnefs in which he 
indulged, in his epigrammatic compofitions; which 
are often immoral, obfcene, and ihocking* One 

would 
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would think it impoiEble for a pcrfon of taftc to 
verfify fucli infamous fubjeds, lb oppoijte to the 
firfl: property of a good epigram, which is to ex- 
cite innocent laughter. But thefc very infaiiiies, 
which rendered hiifi the obje<3: of deteftation to 
people of reipeaable charafter, procured him the 
favour of libertines. He tranllated the Pfalms, 
to pleafe the Duke of Burgundy, who. was a reli- 
gious Prince, and wrote obfcene verfes to intro-, 
duce himfelf to the feafts of the Parifian de- 
bauchees. One day, when the Duke of Bur- 
gundy reproved him for mixing in fuch a manner 
,facred things with profane, he replied, that his 
epigrams were the Gloria Patri to his Pfalms J. 

The French academy having propofed, in 1707, 
as a fubjed: for the poetical prize, the glory op 

THE KING, SUPERIOR TO ALL EVENTS, La MottC 

and Rbufleau wrote for the prize. Both were very 
fecret, none of the judges knew the names of the 
candidates. La Motte deferved and obtained it 
unanimoufly- . His ode is very excellent, it is 
well known, and begins thus : , 

X It fa tQt likely tbat RouiKau, who wa» not deftitute of 
fenfe, nor unacquainted with politenefsy ever n^ade fo indecent 
^n anfwer to the Duke of Burgundy. This reply was probably 
the bon-mot of fome enemy, and \t was afterwards thought 
laughable to attribute it to Rouifeau himfdf. 

Oh 
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Oh Truth ! whofe beauties never knoi;if 
Reverfe or change, but, {till the fame. 
Alone can grant a lafting fame 
To all th' applaufes we befto w ■ ■* 

Two flanzas of ^ouffeau's ode ftill remain, 
lie never dared print more/ The following* is 
one : 

In thefe illuftrious deeds let France behold 
The mighty ntonarch, whofe propitious reign 
So many viftories faw. Let her that reign 
Revere, which her firm feat of empire fixed 
Glorious and immortal ! He, high-minded. 
Fortune led, triumphant, over the world: 
Fortune, who, over him, could never triumph. 

The other ftanzas were very different frpm 
this. I remember hearing them repeated by the 
late De Brie. But though Roufleau was much 
inferior to La Motte in this ode, as well as in 
his operas, he was much fuperior in his other 
odes, and will always be acknowledged the beft 
poet. 

Roufleau had been admitted a member of the 
Academy of Infcriptions and Belles Lettres. This 
was a kind of noviciate, introdudory to obtain- 
ing a place in the French Academy* He had 
procured his admiffion through the intereft of 
the Abb6 Bignon, the profefled patron of letters j 

H but 
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but had the misfortune to incur, almoflat the 

fame inftant, the anger of the Abbe, and that of 

the Duke de Noaillcs. He wrote verfes againft 

them preclfely at the time they were employed id 

doing him the moft cffenti^ fervke*. I know 

ubt wliether the Duke dc NoaiUes and the Abb6 

Bignon knew of thefe v^rfes, but I know M. de 

Longpierte (hewed the Duke de Noailles a letter 

froi3n Rouffeau to M. dTJflc, foil of ingratitude 

againft, and^ughingat, the Duke, hisBenefafton 

M. d'Up was a man of confiderable merit and 

an admirer of the fine arts. He wrote a tragedy 

entitled Pelopea, which was never afted, though 

much efteemed by the critics ; and another nam^d 

Cofroes, which he altered from/ Rotrou, apd 

which was performed, though it was not equal 

to his i^elqpea. He patronized Roufieau, and 

introduced him to the Marcchal de Vauban, his 

father-in-law; but could not fupport him againft 

the refentment of the Duke de Noailles. About the 

iame' time Rouffeau affronted M. de Fontenelle, 

J)y feveral epigrams, which, though they poflcffed 

not fufficient wit to entertain the public, were 

virulent enough to incenfe him whom they at- 

tackedL 

* TbisalTertion may very reafonably be dout^tcd, efpcclally 
as M. de Voltaiit has produced no prbofl* 

Thus 
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Thus Circumftanced^ he folicited a pl^e in the 
French academy, after having doiie ^11 m his 
pov^^r to prevent his fucceed&ig, and even hav-' 
ing ipoken with contetnpt <rf the academy itfelf; 
Indeed, it is i^emarkable, that almdfi all the rnett 
of wit have ^iritten digrams againft the French 
acadehiy> and yet at the fame time haVe intrigued 
to obtain admiiBonw M. de Voltaire is the only^ 
one who has nev^r * fatiris^d it,, nor ever taken 
any Hep to be admitted a member -f* 

M. de la Motte, author of feveral works then 
in repute, and who had no enoitiies, became like- 
wife a candidate* Roufieau wrote verfes againft 
La Motte, and decried him wherever h^ Game4 

' * Nevtr is a flrong exprefliQii : to credit this afiertioa we 
muit be unacquainted with thefe verfesi addreiTed hj M, de 
Voltaire to the Abbe Chaulieu. 

Dear Abb^ I agaia harp fent 
The verfes you fo kindly lent ; 
In their infipid beauties we 
Th' Academy, moft potent, fee : 
How oppofite to wit) and you^ 
That Pegafus whkh never flew, 
Beflriding which, we fee La Matt« 
Jog on, ip cold rhetoric trot ; 
Or Daneheti full as bad as he ! 
But let this refl . *twixt you and me. 

{• The effort* made by M. de Voltaire to obtain a feat in the 
Academy will prcfently be fetn. 

Ha La 
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LaMotte contented himfeli^witlr addreffing and 
lavifhing' praife on each of the Academicians. It 
muft be confeffed La Motte's flatteries approached 
meannefs; but Roufleau, with tlie nioft extrava- 
gant afperity, attacked^ at once, the Academicians, 
, La Motte^and hisfriends. ^ At len||ij^ LaMotte^ 
lofing his patience, replied to Rouueau, in a very 
excellent ode on Perfonal Merit ; in which are 
ibme e^preflions that prove his indignation to 
have overpowered the mildnefs of his difpofition. 
This ode was highly applauded, at the coffee- 
houfe ; and Rpufleau, mortified aad enraged to the 
greateftdegrpe,.' replied, by.fecretly diftributing 
yerfes againfl: all who frequented the cofFec-houfei 
and efpecially La Motte, The words of thefe 
lampoons cannot be repeated by any one who 
"pays any regard to modefty; they were in the* 
flyle of the fong we have already mentioriea 
againft Pecour and Campra,. only containing ex- 
preffions ftill more cynical. , 
' During this contefl, fo difgraceful to the hu- 
man underftanding, a perfon of the name of 
Autreau, a man of much franknef&> though an 
indifferent paiitter, and bad poet, wrote a fong 
againft Rouffeau,, which hurt him more than all 
the affronts he . had expcr leaced. 

". ' This 
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This fong was in the'llyle of thofe ufually fur\g 
on the Pont-neuJ), and on that accouat much more 



irritating* 



- It was intended to have' had it liing on the PmP- 
neufy and before .the doojr of Rouffeau, by the 
blind ballad fingers of- Pjiri^ : but La^Motte, re- 
turning to the natural miWnefs of 'his cjharadler, 
reconciled himfelf to Rouffeau, • notwithftanding 
the advice of Meffrs. Fontejielle, Sajuirin and Boift- 
din. What is not a little- amufing, is, that the - 
reconciliation of thefe tjvp poets, who had Satirized 
each other, took place at the houfe.of M. Def- 
preaux. - 

• , At length, after the death of Thomas Corneillc, 
and another Academician, LaMotteobtainedaplace 
in the French academy, arid Rouffeau was rejected. 

This refufal incenfed Rouffeau, and- produced 
another fong ; which laft proceeding excited-an in- 
dignant emotion in Paris, whigh has feldom been 
equalled, and which ended in the utter ruin of a 
man whofe talents would have done great honor 
to his country, had they bpen employed to a bet- 
ter purpofe. 

This, fong, fo abominable and fo well known, 
contains fourteen ftanzas againft La Motte, 3au- 
rin,' Boindin, La Faye, the Abbe de 3ragclone, 
CrebiUon, and in Ihort againft ajJ the friends of 
JLa Mottc, Copies were privately fejit to all thofe 

H 3 who 
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who were infulted to exafperatc them. This hap. 
pened about Eafter, 171 x; 

One againft whom thefe ftanjjas were principally 
feveiled, was M* de la Faye, captainia the guards, 
an excellent geometrician, and a member of the 
academy <rf fciencas, who had lately married a 
Tery refpeftable woman, and the foiiljg reproached 
that l^dy with the moft infamous adions and the 
moft (hameful difeafes, M; de la Faye, one morn- 
ing, metRoufleau near the Palais RoyaL He im- 
mediately ruftied out of his fedan chair, in which 
he was commonly carried, and caned him heartily^ 
RouiTeau took refuge in the Palais Royal, whither 
La Faye purfued and ftill continued to beat hirp; 
Rouffeau lodged an information agaiitft La Faye, 
for having infringed the privileges of the Royal 
Palace ; La Faye another againft Roufleau, for be-» 
ing the at^hof of fcandalous libels, deferving to 
be publitly burnt, M, de Gontades, then major 
of the guards, became a mediator between the 
parties. RouiTeau defifted from his profccution 
*for fifty louis, which La Faye agreed tq pay^* but 
of which in tlie end he was deprived. 

He -now perceived he was ruined in the opinion 
of the public, and was at once defirous to free 
himfelf from the infamy of having been the au- 
thor of thefe vcrfes, and to deftroy one of his 
mpft iriveterate enemies j whq had Qpenly declared 

againft 
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Mjamft him, in a tone fo haughty and fo contemp- 
tuous as to become almoll as ofFenfive as'theinfult 
he had received from M. de la Faye. ^ 

S E C T, V. 

RtoEssBAu's Apculatktti of SauriK, ^ad^his 
Banifhment by an Arret of Parliamjenti . 

,T^is enemy was Saurin, a man of a mofl: in* 
.flexible charadler, one who entertained a very ill 
opinion of other, men, and feldom ^fcruj^d 
openly to tell them fo. He had teen the occafion 
of hindering RouflTeaii from coming to the coffee- 
houfc. He affected likewife a moft rigid philofo- 
phy,/a great ^bhorrencf of the charafter ofRouf- 
ieau, and very little efteem for his talents, 

RoufleaU imagined the charadier of Saur^n, who 
had but few friends, wpul^ render his deftrud:ion 
eaA% Befidcs, Saurin had in his youth been a mi- 
niftcr at Laufanne, where he had been guilty of 
ftvcral offences of a public nature, on which ac- 
count he had taken refuge in France and turned 
catholic, though he was rather fuppofed to be a 
free -thinker. Rouffeau imagined, with no little 
r^afon,^ if he could pnCe procure him to be ar- 
rafted, enough would eafily be found in his papers 
fo jeffedt his ruin. Certain it is Rouffeau afted 
Jike a. madman / and his cOnduft is a fufficient 
H 4 proof 
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proof that every fucceffive imprudent flep leads 
to ftill greater folly ; and every new crime to ini- 
l^uity more confirmed. 

H^ fuborned a poor cobler, by name Artiould, 
to fwear that Saurin had fecretly given him the 
verfes to carry to the perfons againft whom they 
were written. 

When he had provided himfelf with this wit* 
uefs, he gained over to his party Madame Voifin, 
wife to the minifter for war, who was afterwards 
chancellor. That lady wrote to Le Compte, lieu- 
tenant of the police, defiring him to fupport Rouf* 
feau, an4 a decree was granted to arreft Saurin, Sep^ 
tember 24, 1 7 1.0. He was taken iijto cuftody that 
very day, .feized in the midft of his feven children, 
and carried to the Chatel^t, where he was imme- 
diately examined. His examination and crofs-exa- 
mination were gone through with fo much hafte * 
and fuch apparent partiality as might have terrified 
the mpft refolute. This violent proceeding of the 
lieutenant of the police was fever^lycenfured, eVen 
before the caufe was decided, by the Chancellor de 
Pont(;hartrain, and the lieutenant himfelf received 
a reprimand fo fevere that he Ihed tears. 

Though Saurin had np patron, all the enemies of 
Rouflcau, that is tofay,almo^all the people of Paris, 
became his friends on this occafion. M. de Fon- 
teneli^ W?nt to the prifpp, and offered him his 

purfe^ 
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purfe, and every one aflifted him and folicited in 
his behalf. What principaUy induced the minds 
of men to efpoufe his caufe, was, that he himfelf 
was dutrageouflf attacked in* thofe very werfes 
which Rouflbftu accufed him of having written '; 
and he at once groaned under the abufe fo liber- 
ally beftowcd on him in the fong, and'the odium 
of being its author. ^ * 

He drew up a fadum; lefs tbjuftify himfelf 
^ than thank the public for interefting itfelf fo much 
in his behalf. I do npt believe there is any work 
of this kind more infinuating or more truly elo- 
quent. ' 

I cannot underftand why M. RoUin Ihould ^flert, 
in his Trait^des Etudes j we have no pleadings worthy 
of being tranfmitted to pofterity ; and that this is 
owing to themodefly of our advocates, who never 
publilh their fadhims. We have more than fifty 
pleadings printed, and above a thoufand faftums ; 
but there is not one comparable to that of M* Saurin. 
The effed: it had cannot be conceived. I remem- 
ber M. Gaillard, one of the judges, cried out, on 
reading the paflage I am going to cite^ if Rouf- 
feau were here now, I would have him -hanged 
without further ceremony. The following is what 
made fo great an impreffion on that judge : 

^^ This I affirm cannot \>c the firft attempt of 
f^ 9 depraved mind, He muft have been long ha* 

^^ bityated 
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/* bitusted :in wicke(}ners who is capable of ftich 
.^^ e^xcd^ve villainy* ^a&n^ whoia can we fuppbfe 
/^ more capable than a man Mjiio has >di£!>wQcd hU 

•* father from his infancy j^wW) occafioacd his 
/^ death by his ipgratitiHic ; ^ho -jjcnied him the 

<^ laft-iJmies of filial ailbfition; who hds; flandered 
.** Imm^&tfSf bia friends^and his bepefaftors, apd 

•* who triumphs in his fatires^ his impudent, 

^* md hi9 itopiety ? Who even carries his au- 
r*^ dacity fo far as.toafeme— :How.I'can deny hav-, 
:/^ ing written the fbug hi difpute, when I have hx 
^^ nay |>QiIei9ipn fo iBany epigrams ?--t. Whereas 

** thcfe very epigrams, he reproaches me for pre- 
." ferving^ jire written by himfelf/* 

.While, this caufe^ which engaged the attention 

of aJQ: Pa,ris, was carrying on, Rouffeau appeared 
. <t .the Chatelet. Th^ people wer& ready to.ftone 

him. ,l:Ie^as accompanied by oneDe Brie, agaiaft 

whom he had formeriy written this virulent epi^ 
. gram : 

trfury and poetfy, oh ftrangc ! have lately made 

A pMtnerQli^ in trade I 
TJu^ tormentaitj th^ twnfpert, they, we daily fee, 
Qi ^lat 0I4 J«w^ De Brie. 
. He, at a ftep^ from ftocks and cent, per cent, difcount, 

Caa.gain Pap>aflian mount : 
^ 3n^ his nextAep, if mercy not at misery mocks, 
Shall fe^ hinil in tlie flocks. 

It 
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It wis imked a nnrfl isllrudi^e fccne to be- 
hold an accufer a^pearkig^likh no.^mcto bt^iciia 
him but the man he had injured ; whikthc aecufed 
had a thoufand vdices in his favor. 

The^twelfth of December, 171 1, M. Saurhi 
was fet at liberty by the' fentence of the Chatdet, 
and permiffion granted him to proceed againft 
, iloofibau and his witneiTes. 

More tiiati thirty perfohs attende^d on him afi his 
eidargement. He went the next <iay> inxompany 
widi ML de la M6tteH0udart,.tO'dhae wkh M^de 
'Mefines, the ficftryrcfidettt, and uprofecotion was 
immediately cammenced againft Roiiflfeaiu . 

A writ- was nowifiiacd to arreft Roufieau, who 
thought it bcft td enfiire Aas fafety by concealment 
and flight. Madame de Ferioles, fo diftiriguilhcd 
for her wit, afforded him an afyium for fome days, 
linkuo^'n to htv hniband, who was too much acL 
xnated by the hatred the ipoet had tiniyerfally ex- 
* cited, to hare permitted him tahave remained in his 
houfe ; >^tnd when Roufleau'expnsffcd his fears of 
being difcpvcred by him,- 'Madame dc Feriolfcs 
replied^ ^^ Fear nothing, put on a Uack wiginfteid 
of the light-coloured one you ufualiy wear^ and 
place yourfelf befidc my hulband at fupper ; I will 
anfwer for it he will not ioiow you." In fed, M. 
de Ferioles, wearied with the bufincfs of the day,. 
feated himfelf at table without enquiring who was 

his 
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his next neighbor.' Ijfe fupped three times with 
Roufleau, telling hiOTtoatinually he would hang, 
him were he his judge, while Rouffeau defended 
Rouffeau, thus violently attacked^ as well as he 
was able. *, ^ 

He left this retreat and went arid fought another 

at the Novici2^te of the Jefuits ; imagining, if 

he could engage religion in his intereft, he Ihould 

be fefe. He adflreffed himfelf to Father Sanadon, 

who was then at the :h^ad of thefe devotional 

places of refpge, ' :cbnfefied rhimfclf to hiin, 

and folemnly protefted»he. wasnottheatithor t)f any 

of thofe libels with which he was charged. He 

requeftpd he might be "admitted to take the facra- 

meht, as he was ready to fw6ar by the hoft he was 

not guilty. But< Father Sanadon did not think it 

right either to allow him to communicate, or fufFer 

him to take fo extraordinary an. oath. This is a 

faft which I have heard Father Sanadon* aflert, 

and of which fev^ral Jefui'ts were informed. 

. At length, while this fuit was depending, he 

fled from juftice, and took refuge in Switzerland, 

at Soleure, with Gomte du Luc, Ambaffador from 

France, to whom he had letters of recbmmenda.* 

* It 18 no ways probable tbat Father S^iadon Ihould have 
revealed what pafled at confeffipi)^ between him wd one of his 
penitents. 

tioii 
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tion from Madame de Bouzoies, Madame de Fe- 
rioles, and feveral others. 

The parliament having bee^ informed <rf his 
flight, pronounced fentence, April y,ijfz. Three 
of the members were for condemning him to the 
halter, the reft fentenced him to baniihment ; and, 
an' arret of cofts and damages confifcation and 
baniihment \fas accordingly iflued, 

SEC T. VL 

His Retreat into Switzerland. The Edition 
of his Works. His Journey to Vienna 
to Prince Eugene. 

This arret did not prevent the Comte du Luc 
from receiving Rouffeau into his houfe at Soleure. 
He at firft behaved himfelf with that prudence it 
might be expedted he would learn from fo many 
ihdifcretions; crimes, and nlisfortunts ;.but, at 
length, his natural bias was ' vjftbrious, and he 
wrote verfes' againft a perfon in the family, who 
was a great favorite with the fpn of the Count. 
He was, however, ftill patroni2;ei by the father, 
though he had drawn 6n himfejf tjie averfion of- 
the fon. While he remained here, . he printed, at 
Soleure, a part olhis' works; conitaining feveral 
things, which, as h have already, faid, are much 
efteemed, I mean variQUs' of his pfalms, catita- ^ 
" " ^ *• '■ - •- " tas. 
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tiw, tod "epigrams. Kfe fetd the prudence not to 
print a pointed ode, which he had written at Pa- 
riS) a^inftone of his patronefles ;' but, as the rea- 
fims* which engaged him to fupprcfs^ it ho Icwiger 
exift, I thmight it might be agreeable to the rea- 
der td give it herci 

Mifchicvoui Helen, lay, what chamis. 
Allure thy Paris to tfty^lrms ; ^ 

That, funk fupme in iloth and (haoie. 
Gazing on diy bewitching eyes. 
He thus coArents to Sacrifice 

His former honors and his fame. 

Why (hould a dull inglorious eafe 
The' hardy gallant warrior pleafe ? 

Or why fhouU he whaofthas fiion« 
Like^reat Pelides clad in arms, 
Refemble through thy fatal charms 

Adiilles in diiguife alone ? 

Pleafure and paffion, fierce and firongt 
The heedlcfs vi^m urge along, 

While reafcm la^iguiflies in chains ; 
Lo\c the Circaean chalice fills. 
And, mindlefs oftfae latent ilk. 

He greedily the poUbn drains* 

Such fruits produce thy an^*rous wiles, 
Thy treacherous and pemicmus fmiles ; 

For ah ! how pciignant tbedifgrace, - 
Wben the lew'dSiy Writes Ihameftil airs 
Conceal the bonorabir f^ara 

That late adom'd the f^ldier^s face ! 
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Sut ah! too (bon Ihall he perceive 
How thefe efFefninate joys deceive ; 

Shall own Love's garlands fuit but ill 
The warlike trumpet and the drurii : 
That Venus' myrtles ne'er become 

Hands which the paims of Mars fl^uWI filL 

Alas! thy Lover little knows 
What this infidious calm forefliows : 

Nor dreams what ftcfml the furge fhall ftt^ecp. 
How will he wifli, when tempefts tear 
His lhatter*d, fliipwreck?d bark, he Hic'cr 

Had trufted the perfidious deep ! 

When winds, now hufli*d, fliall angry rife^ 
And gathering clouds involve the ikies ; 

When the offended God's decree 
Shall chai^ to black and horrid nighty 
Days which were fcenes of fuch delight^ 

Topunifli blind cr«dality ! 

Ah ! fimple he who thus receives 
Thy vows and thy £ilfe words beKexjes ! 

Uamindful ftill how many more^ 
Like oaths, lU^evows, like artftdft^esA 
Like treach'rous and defirud^ive wiles. 

Too often Iwve deceived before ! 

Already Love prepares the blow. 
Which lays the wanton viSim low ! 

Already fee the furges beat i 
EnragVi, he rayes and execrates 
The partita Gods and cruel Faie$ ! 

His conftancy and thy dtceic f 

Whilft 
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Whilft thoTi^ infulting o*cr his pain. 
With cruel fcorn and cold diCdain, 

Alike defpifing threats and tears, 
Lur'ft^fome new lover to thy arms. 
Who knows not yet thy baneful charms. 

Thy treach'rous fmiles and wanton airs* 

Many of the fugitive pieces he printed were 
not equj^ to this in ftrehgth, but the g6od infi- 
. nitely exceeded the bad. What was moft blamed 
in this edition was the preface, in wkich he at- 
tacked, without reafon, my colleague, M.de Frefni; 
a man of wit and abilities, and the author of fe- 
veral excellent comedies, who had been guilty 
pf no other crime againft Rouffeau than that of 
publifliing feveral of his fugitive pieces, in the 
Msrcure Gaknu 

In this preface Rouffeau gave himfelf out for 
a man of the world who wrote verfes for his amufe- 
nient, and became an author contrary to his in- 
tentions* ^^ Thcfe, fays he, are the few works 
*^. which* have given me the name of an author, 
^' whether I wilhed it or not." This vanity, it 
muft be confeffed, was' intolerable in a man who 
had paffed a part of his life in writing operas and 
comedies for ' fubfiftence.' His deification of 
M- de Francinc, in this preface, after having 
loaded him Vvith the grolicft abufe, in his Fran- 
cinade, was perhaps flill more Ihameful. The 
f. . / reafon 
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reafoa ^f ^\b ap^tU^ojEis of M* de Fraa^me,, W;tt^ 
ap I^ve alreadjr faid^ ^c^Ueaipn ma^A ip i^ot; 
of, RoUjSeajLL by Madame de Bouzoles^ to w^x^ch \/lf 
dj5 Fraocine fubfcribed tweuty louis d'ors*; I have 
rqad, io (bmc journal, that young Voltaiire ^lfi>ga,ye. 
IpmcthiBg ;, which b very probable, for ^ 15 well^ 
Ipawn he always made a merit of aiSflipg men 
cf letters^ !^ut to 4eify M. de Francinje becauiei 
he had given him twenty lojui?, ^d to. abufe. 
him becajuie the opera of J^fon brou|^ht l^u^ a 
bundred piftoles, were each equally abj^* 

Roufieau left M. d.u Luc, and w^nt iiMP thA 
fervicc of Prince Eugene, in wbicfi he; remajnc4 
ieveral years. If was exped:;ed he, wpjald have 
written the life of that great Prince,; but, whether ' 
h^ was in want of memoirs, or felt he di4 not 
poflefs the ^ fame talents for profe as foi; verfe, 
this hiftory was never begun. 

SECT. VIL 

His Stay at Bruflels; his Quarrel with 
Voltaire. 

FfiQM Vienna, Rouffeau went to Bruflels, in 
^p^ation of getting fome employ ilient from the 
Marquis ie Pri6, Governor of the Low Coun- 
tries. But England was his mqft advantageous 
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rcfburcc} for while he was in Holland, having' . 
paid hh court to Lord Cadogan, who was then 
at thfe Hague, that nobleman took him to Lon- 
don, and procured him fubfcriptions for an edi- 
tion of his works. He returned from England 
with about five hundred guineas, but his verfes 
were not much to the tafte of that nation, and 
many who had fubfcribed for them at two guineas 
fold them agab for one. 

The reafon of this indifference of the Englilh 
to the poetry of Rouffeau is, becaufe its merit 
confifts more in a chofen variety of expreffions, 
and the richnefs of its rhimes, than in the thought. 
Befides, whatever is written in the ftyle of Marot 
requires a thorough knowledge of our langu^e to 
be, I will not fay reliflied, but underftobd; and, 
laftly, the greater part of Roufleau's writings per- 
fonally regard himfelf ; almoft all his epiftles bave 
fome relation to himfelf, or his enemies; fubjeds 
not very interefting to Englilh readers, and which 
muft foon ceafe to be fo to pofterity. 
. When he returned to Bruflels, he, as ufua^, 
embroiled himfelf with his patron. Prince Eu- 
gene had manifeftly had a coolnefs towards him for 
fome time ; on account of the complaints made 
againfl him by feveral perfons of diftinffion in 
France. But the real reafon of RbulTeaJu's difgrace^ 
with his patron, was occafioned by his unhappy 

pro-* 
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propenfity to fetire, which he could never fubcluc#^ 
It feems as if certain men were inclined to certain 
faults, by the invincible influence of predefti- 
nation* 

When the Comte de Bonneval had that un- 
fortunate quarrel with the Marquis de Prie, which, 
at lafl:, caufed an excellent officer to turn Maho- 
metan> and take upon him the command of the 
Turkiih army : at the time of this difagreement^ 
1 fay, Bonneval made fome verfes againft Prince 
Eugene, and Roufleau had the criminal complai- 
fance to heighten the fatire, and add feveral 
touches of his own. Prince Eugene knew it, but 
punilhed him no farther than by depriving him 
of the annual falary he received, and refufing 
him the employment he had promifed him in 
the Netherlands* 

RoufTeau then went to Holland, where he was 
very ill received on account of an epigram againft 
a Swifs, equally refledting on the Swifs and the 
Dutch. The wit of this epigram, if it had any, 
lay in thefe tWo lines : 

The manners of a Swift, difguifed; 
By Dutchmen tam'd and civilizod. 

The face of affairs at Bruflels was confiderably 
altered* The Marquis de Prie, Roufleau's enemy, 
was difgraced, and the Flemilh Netberlaad$r were 

I 2 g0« 
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governed by the Archdutchefs, The Duke d' Arem- 
berg. Prince of the empire, who refided at Bruf- 
fels, zni- was the friend of General Bonneval, pro- 
tefted Roufleau, and accommodated him with a 
retreat at Bruflels, at the fetit Hotel iAremhergi 
where he lived very agreeably, till a new quarrel 
drove him thence. 

This quarrel was with M. de Voltaire ; already 
well known by the only . epic poem France can 
boaft ; by feveral tragedies, in a tafte entirely new, 
the greateft part of which have met with much 
applaufe ; by the hiftory of Charles XIL better 
v^ritten perhaps than any other hiftory in the 
iFrench language ; by a number of fugitive pieces 
which are well known to the curious ; and, lailly, 
by his book on the Newtonian Philofophy, which 
he had long promifed. I cannot pofitively fay 
Fhat was the occasion of this fo public animo- 
lity between thefe two celebrated men. It very 
probably only arofe from that unhappy jealoufy 
Vhich commotily torments thofe who afpire to 
the fame honors. 

They have written againft eacli other a kind 
of virulent .^^iS^wi, wjiich, have been printed in 
the BibUotheque Frangotfe. Rpufleau aflerts, one 
of the grounds^ of this quarrel was, that his 
opponent had one day fpoken againft lilm with 
much Veliemence \ti the prefence of the Duke 

^ "- d*Arem* 
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d'Aremberg. M# de Voltaire complained of this 
to the Prince, who anfwered, * It was* a fliamfe- 
fUl ftaiider;* i^nd Was fo offended, at fuch a lifcerty 
being taken with his name by Rouffeau, that Re 
turned him oXit of his houfe. This fedt is proved 
by ^letter fl'om the Duke d'Aremberg, to be 
found in the Bibliotheque for the year 1736. 

Rbufleati, about that time, printed at Paris 
threfe- new Epiftles; tb6 firft addreflcd to 4^ath^r 
^ "Srutnoy, the Jefuit, on the fubjeiflt of tragedj^; 
' the letbiid to 'Thalia, on comedy; and the tKifd 
to th^ Sieur RoUin, profeifor in the college of 
Beiuvais, author of a much cfteemed work on 
the ftudy of the Belles Lettrcs, and a compilati6n 
of ancient liiftory, the firft volumes of which 
were once in great repute. - * 

Rouffeau^ in the firft of thefe epiftks, feeins to 
have intended Several poignant ftrokes at his ad- 
verfary, M. de Voltaire. In the fecond, he a?t- 
tiacked all the writers of Comedy, and pretended, 
that, fince Moliere, we have had no comedy of 
any merit, in which he is certainly miffaken ; fdr, 
hot to mention the inimitable comedies of Le 
y&ueur, Le GrondeuTj UEjprit de ContradiBiofiy Le 
Double FeuvagCy and La Fupilk, we have had Le 
GhrteuXy by M. des Touches, formerly ambaffa- 
dor to the court .of London ; and Le Frejuge a-k- 
mode, by M. de la Chauflee, which are excellent 
I 3 works 
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worlsLS in their kind, and have been extremely 
well received, efpecially Le Glorieux. With re-* 
fped to tragedy, we fliall not eaijly be brought 
to adniit that Manliu$y ArianCj BleSlre, Rbadamifif, 
Oedipe^ Brutus^ Z^re^ Akire^ and Max'tmm are very 
indifferent pieces. 

Thefe three epiiUes of RouflTeau bear the marks 
of old age. A hard and ungraceful %le, whiqh 
charadterifes the declining genius pf a wfiter ad* 
vanced in years, is very vifible in them, notwitji- 
ilanding a few ftrqng and fliining parages, Wh^t 
is worfe, while he was pretpnding to give rules 
to the theatre, he wrpte a comedy, entitled, 
Les Seux Chimeriques, in the faijie ftyle with Le 
Caffiy or, the Coffee-Houfe, This was in fojne fort 
fecond childhood^ The comedy of Les AUux Chi" 
. pieriquesj foon dropt into oblivion, but the thr^e 
cpiflles produced a niew poetical war. A certain 
Abbe, named Guyot des Fontaines, who pujj- 
lifhed a kind of J-iterary Gazette^ and who was a 
writer extremely cenforious, ppffeffing confider- 
abJe learning, but entirely devoid of delicacy pr 
tafte, praifed thefe i^ewfatire§ in ap extravagant 
manner, and defended the fcyere criticifms of 
Rouffeau on all modern authprs. Rpuflcau and 
Des Fontaines received feveral anfwers; but two 
pieces, attributed to M. de Voltaire, are efleemcd 
the jTxoft pointed and palponate. One^of theft is 
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an Ode on Ingratitude, and the 6tlier a kind of 
Allegbtical Tale. It is to be lamented, that fuch 
a man as M. de Voltaire, who, 'till then, had 
enjoyed the reputation of never employing his ta- 
lents to the confufion of his enemies, fliotiid ever 
have condefcended to forfeit fo glorioys a cha- 
racter. 

It is true, he thought himfelf illHifed by Rouf- 
feau, and ftill more by Des Fontaines, who had 
the greateft obligations to him, for he is faid to 
have been indebted to him for his life. He 
certainly took him out of the Bidtrey where 
he was confined for fome infamous crimes ; and 
it is affirmed that Des Fontaines was afterwards 
author of a great number of libels againft his 
benefactor; but it had undoubtedly been more 
noble, in the man who could write the Henriade, 
not to have defcended tp fuch unworthy alterca- 
tions. 

However, we fliall give the two pieces as we 
have received them ; in which, we Ihall fee the 
fpiri^: of a man whofe friendlhip is as warm as his 
enmity is yiole»tt 

THE CRISPINIAD. 

The devil was drunk ; the devil faid, 
I've ta'en a frolick in my head ! 
I'll Ihape fomc^ animal, whofe whol^ 
Vprpp ai|d figure, body and foul, 

I 4 ^ SboU 
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ShaU toAt tbe HtrUeft vileft elf 

Exclahn, " BcKoW the Jevil hitafclf !^* 

He fyoke, and brimftonc took, and clay. 

In Styx well fteepy, and work'd away ; 

And laugh'd, as, from th* enfulphur'd earth, 

Eack new deformity took birth. 

And, fiift, a fliapelefs, putapkin-head. 

With briftly, ftinking hair, and red ; 

Carbuncles, huge, he next convened ; 

A front of brafs, to mafc the fend ; 

With eye-brows white, tad fctot, and high j 

A fquinting, black, malicious «ye. 

Which Envy fpoke, devoid of fcnfe ; 

A wide wry mouth ; a nofe immenfe ; 

A grin fardonian, that might fright 

And make folks fliudder at the fight ; 

A fpiral neck; an oval back, 

So warp'd as to invite attack ; 

Thrown lip, as 'twere, in barricado, 

Mpft proper for the baftinado*— 

Thefe he beftow/d, and look'd and fmiFd ; 
Like a fond father hugg'd the child, 
And ki(s'd again, admir'd and mus*d, 
And foon a traitVous foul infusM. 
Go creep and cringe, and fawn and fear; 
Go ftab and flatter, fmile and fnecr ; 
Gaul in thy heart, wind in thy head* 
Be thou poflefs'd by me, he faid! 
Go. forth and rhime, thy poifon expand, 
I'll at thy elbow ready ftand. 

Th' Excrefcence heard ! his crowd he tookf 
/ind thrum'd, amain, froui Rabclais^book ! 

• And 
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And Matot^i Toiigsy dilbordant, i<|ittll'<i! 
A iid tiaagic ^rdks f j^idkly fcrawl'd ! 
Loudly plrbcl^m** Mtoicff a Wit, 
And oidhew ftcftiftirfe daily -^fmx ! 

His ftjtrit, foon, th' a^iwiitage gain'd 
tef being hated, hifs^d, sttid can'd* 
Expell'd, ta hide his open fhame. 
He, next, a hypocrite became ; 
Laft, to his fire, retum'd again ; 
Where, with his fire, may he fremain ! 

But, mafter Satan, yon're a fool 
To make a thing like this your tool ! 
Would you the world enflave, deceive. 
And make men worihip and believe. 
You ihould affume fome fairer forrti ; 
You^U beft fedtrce when moft you charm. 
Befides, the fon you Tent, frbih hell, 
Betray'd by ferving you too welt 

ODE ON IN<JRATITUDEf. 

Oh thou ! my glory, my fupport ; 
Whom, fondly, Memory loves to court. 

Loves to recount thy precious ftores ; 
The while Ingratitude forgets 
Thy numerous gifts, her numerous debts, 

And all th' exhauftiefs good thyl>ouhty pdurt, 

* La Ceinture Magique^ a c6medy, written by Roitfleau* 
f The above copy ie different from that foudd in Voltaire's 
own edition ; there are three llanzas more in this, which he has 
inferted in the Life bf RouiTeau. This poem is rather a collec- 
tion of iatirical flanzas than an ode. 

Oh 
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Oh Fiiendfiiip, fair eft child of heaven ! 
To whom the Gods the pow'r liavc giv'a 

To feize and fafcinate my heart ! 
Thy wond'rous impulfe ties of blood. 
However dear, have ne!er withftood ! 

Feeble to thee the flame filch ties impart 4 

Who is my father ? Who bwt he 
Whofe wifdom, whofe integrity, 

Inftrufts my mind, my fteps direfts ? 
And who the black unnatural fon ? 
Why he, to worfe than witchcraft won. 

The wretch whom bafe ingratitude infefts. 

Monilers ! to whom ftpfn Nature faid, 
*' Of yileft matter be ye made ; 

*' Nor e'er my quickening powers kjiOTjf \ 
«* But {grangers be yoiir favage hearts 
** To all the raptures Love impart?, ' 

<« And all the joys bleft Friendlhip bids to flow {*• 

The Lion, with deftruftive force. 
Bathing in blood his dreadfol courfe. 

Of Kings and Go4s the fyp^bol, he ! 
The Serpent, though Icfs dang'ro^s far, 
For waging vile envenom'd war 

Is held the hated type of Perfidy, 

Such was that Plagiarift, of note. 
That Ape of d'Ouville and Marot, 

By his detefted Libels known. 
He, like Locufta, fwelPd his fame, 
As infamous in aft as name ; 

Illuftrious by his art of poifoning grown. 

Wh;^5 
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What horrid vice, Rouffeau, declare. 
Thy guilty feet could firft enfnarc. 

Avenging Juftice thus could arm ! 
Ingratitude thee firft betray'd, 
Ahd lo ! in terror, came array'd { 

Legions of Sins and Cripaes, thy Ipul tQ ftotm I 

Apollo h^ard* itk dreadful ire ! 
And inftant fnatch'd the facred Lyre 

From hands degenerate, fongs profane ! 
Expell'd the haunts of Man or Mufe, 
A Reptile doom'd ! in pois'nous dews. 

Thy own difgorge, thou'lt wallow and remaia ) 

What new ftrange Monfter ^neets n^y eyes ! 
From whom, abhorrent, Nature flies ! 

So hideous, Ihe ^lay pot endure ! 
In whoi^e diftprted fpatpres we 
The vrholfi mad j^ace of Zoilus fee. 

As obftinate, as ftupid, as impure ? 

i 

I 'Tis Des Fontaines, the Prieft, 'tis he ! 

From the Bicetrejuftfet free, . 
I Who ftrains Olympian heights to gain, 

I And can the crazy Critic hope 

> He ihall be ftrangled with a ^rope 

i lai^ove with bays, Qol'n froni Parnaffian plain? 

For life and honor he returns 
Rancour and rage, with thefe he burns i 

Vil/B imitator of Roufleau ; 
More impudent, with much lefs art;^ 
A feebler head, a fouler heart ^ 

jE^qual in malice, bi)t 9 meaner foe. 
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Far hence, wkcre Supcrftition lowers 
Amid Byzantiijm's pagui towVs> 
Macarty hopes to hide his fhame : 
. While I, with traoq^il eye, behold^ 
His lofs of honoir, mine of gold ; 
- KeibSleflly. money, biat he fpar\i aay name. 

Not fo the wretch Who fears and hat««. 
Whom Enrjr enters and ihflates. 

Who rSbs tnt of my deftr Renown : 
Such theft iitey well my writh provoke, • 
May drawi with moft unpitying ftroke, 

Tbi IRrctiteah arm of Vengeance down. 

Friendiftiip fbrgive, that, thust I deign - 
Tbcfe poifon'd Ihafts dart back again ; 

And, ftooping tilus, my hand defile : 
Forgive that, from thy rapturous heights. 
Thy converfe fvveet, thy bleft delights, 

I could defbend to things fo very vile. 

Virgil and Taffo bade their fong 
Melodious thunder roll along. 

And up to heav'n's high portals inount ; 
Then, at a fwoop, defcend to hell. 
Where Furies; Fiends, and Tortures dwell, 
' And all her Monfters and her Crimes recount. 

Rouffew had hoped that his epiftle to Father 
Brumoy would gain the fuffrages of all the Je- 
fuits, and that to RoUin the whole Janfenift party, 
by which means he might foon return to Paris, 

and 
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aJid receive his pardon* It was even faid, tliat 
a perfon of great fortune had cngiaged to dif^ 
charge all the*fines and expences incurre4 hy tko 
law-fuit. To infin-e fuccefs, he wrc«e an ode 
in praife of Cardinal Fljemy^ on the fiib}e& o# 
the peace. This ode, though no ways equai to 
his former odes, was very well received by the 
minifter ; but very ili by the public. Indeed, this 
peace feemed deftined, by a kind ojf fatality, ta 
produce very indifferent odes, if we except one 
by young Saurin, the foil of hkn who had th« 
famous trial with Roufleau* 

}A. Chauvelin, at that time keeper of the feals, 
was very much importuned to procure the return 
of one who had fo longfuffered punifhment. The 
Sieur Hardion, formerly preceptor to M* Dupri 
de St. Maur, exerted himfelf very much in this 
aiffain Yet all thefe endeavors were fruitlefs} 
RouflTcau had Ihut every door by an allegory, en- 
titled, The Judgment of Pluto, in which he 
had reprefented Pluto ordering an Attorney-Ge- 
neral t6 be flayed, and a feat to be^ covefTed with 
his fkin. The application- was fufficiently obvious- 
There is no Attorney-General who is willing to 
be flayed. The author had forgdtten that ex- 
cellent maxim that indicates, we ought not to 
•write againft thofe who hold the pen of profcrip- 
tion. 

It 
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It was the more neceflary for. him to return td 
France, as he had no longer any afylum left at 
Bruflels, fince he had loft the favor of the Duke 
d'Aremberg. He refided at the houfe of a banker 
whofe name was Medinc ; he afterwards quarrelled 
with this banker in a moft unpardonable manner- 
The following letter from M* Medine, to one of his 
correspondents, will fet this matter in a clearer 
light than any prolix relation. 

A LETTER from M. AJedine, 
aeainft M. Rousseau. 

o 

Bruflels, Feb. 17, 1738* 

You will be aftoniihed at the misfortune I 
have met with; I have had my bills protefted, 
and am unable to tdke them yp. I owe like* 
wife fome other trifling fums. In Ihort, on Wed- 
nefday evening, I was lodged in the prifon from 
which I now write. I hope, in a few days, to dif- 
charge all demands, and regain my liberty ; but, 
would you believe it, that rafcal, that monfter 
Roufleau, who has eaten and drank at my expence 
for thefe fix months, and whom I have frequently' 
fcrved in the moft eflential manner, has been the 
caufe of my being arrefted, and has perfuaded the 
holder of my bills, who did not intend to dif- 
trefs me, to proceed in this manner. In ihor^ 

this 
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this fiend incarnate, immediately aftet eating vAth 
me, drinking with me, embracing and kiffing me^ 
aided as a fpy, and caufed me t6 be feized at; 
midnight in my own chamber. So black an ac* 
tion was never committed. I cannot think of it 
without l^orror. If you knew all I have done for 
him, and the obligations he has to me, in a word, 
how much he is indebted to me, ^ou ii^ould 
jhudder at his ingratitude. But I will be patient; 
our friendlhip, I am certain, will not be afFeded 
by this event. I Ihall, through life, continue what 
I always have been ; th^t is, your moft faithful 
and affeftionate friend, 

MEDINE*. 

This banker fometime afterwards retrieved his 
affairs. Rouffeau endeavored to obtain a recon- 
ciliation withhim, but not being able to fucceed 
he continued an outcail from fociety, ^till an apo- 
plexy, in the beginning of this prefent year, 1738, 
deprived him of the ufe of his limbs and his 
jeafoh. 

* This MiJifte was connc<aed with M. de Voltaire, who had 
lent him money ; we ought not therefore to believe him too 
readily in what he fays againft Rouffeau. The crime of which 
the latter is accufed would have been horrible ; but an unfor* 
tunate man frequently entertains the moft unjufi fufpidoas 
of his beft friends. However, we muft confefi wc gre totally 
ignorant of this affair* 

Such 
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Suck W9$ the life, m^ d^lctra^b en^ of « m^ti 
who might have he€» h^ppy,; had hf. ?ufibfl4 1^ 
permciow iaicliiatioiis^ fe is roMc|^ 5q ^ wifted, 
that youog ptribns, ix^ app^y. thfffifely^ ^o tlw 
Hudy of litcmwe, may profit hy hi* ^ij^ajnpje. 
It will appear, fxom thb ibwrt; hiflc€y> vhat iip^ 
happy confe<iuenc5e$ fteqw^Atly flow im^ a. tafenf 
for writing; and v^ ihaU ^ reAfoiE^ tq cof^lu4<9 

^i ben^ latnH ben^ vtxit. 

He died at Bruffels, March 17, i;74i. The 
two following letters^ as they relate to him, arc 
here inferted. 

A LETTER from the Sieur Saurin 
to Madame Voisin. 

Maixam; 

Though I have the misfortune not to be 
known at court, except by the fliocking mifre* 
prefentations of my moft inveterate enemy, ne- 
verthelefs I have the confidence to call myfelf at 
your feet, and folicit your juftice, even though 
you have granted your prote&ion to my accufer, 
of which he ^nd.^avors to make the moft wicked 
ufe, by ^rejudicii^ my judges agatnik 0ie« For 
' what may not the protedkion of a perfon of your 
ranki who join to the moft cultivated underftand- 
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ihg the iiigheft teputation for piety, efFeift'agairtft 
one of my low condition ? What regfet muft 
you feel, Madam j ftioUld yoii find this proteftidrt . 
had only been employed td opprefs the innocent ! 
Yet, I will venture to affirm, with that confidence 
which the teftimony of a gdod conftiettce natu- 
rally infpires, you are expofed to this dangdf. 
The queftion is not whether Rouffeau Ihall be' 
juftified, and ^fcapej but whether I am to bs 
found guilty, and ruinedi 1 leave it, Madam, 
to your prudence and piety to determine how 
far you are Sufficiently acquainted with me fo a^ 
not to doubt but that I am a villain ; and how far 
you may without fcruple contribute by your in- 
fluence td my deftrudtiOn^ We are all'in thepre- 
fence of Gdd the fovereign judg^^ and in^ whdfe 
prefence all human grandeur vaililhe^ ; in his pfe- 
fence, then, Madam, weigh what I here humbly 
offer. • If thus enlightened you will examine by 
what 'Heps, what artifices, what feigned tears ydu 
have been thus far engaged by my perfecutor, I 
dare expedt^ Madam, that a heart like yours, 
upright^ generous, noble^ overflowing with be- 
nevolence ajd religion, will wifti to repair the 
wrong already done me ; or, at leaft, will induce 
you to withdraw your proteftion, in confidcration 
of the incertitude you at prefent are, with r^fpeft 
to me^ You will one day, Madam, do more; 

K you 
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jt>u will be provoked at having been impofed 
upon^ and will pity the misfortunes of a philofo- 
pher and a mathematician, whofe charafter and 
underftanding were always far from poetical; 
who has been imprilbned for writing infamou$ 
verfes againft his deareft friends; nay, againft 
himfelf i accufed of being their author by the man 
to. whom they are univerfally attributed; a poet 
by profeffion, latirical and licentious, whofe whole 
reputation is founded on the moft virulent libels 
and epigrams, worthy of the flames, and which 
he 4oes not blufli to own. Such, Madam, and 
BOtorioufly fo, my aecufer is. The refpeft I bear 
the copiiderat^on in which you hold him, and 
which he has furprized you into, will not permit 
me to fay mpre. I am. Madam, with every fcn- 
tknent of profound veneration. 



Yours, &c. 



Pated at the Chatclct, 
. Oa. 8, 1710. 
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A Letter from M. de Molin* to the Au« 
thors of the Bibliotheque Francoife. 

Gentlemen, « 

I HAVE jufl read the ninth article of your Jour- 
nal for the year 1736, vol. xxiii, ift pare, page 
133,. I do not know whether M. de Voltaire, who 
has been long in the country, and is very ill, has 
feen it. I imagine not. But, Gentlemen, juftice 
and gratitude oblige nie to write in his defence, 
till he is fufficiently recovered, to vindicate him- 
felf ; and fince you have ' publifhed the accufations 
of Roufleau, it is but juft that you Ihould admit a 
reply. 

The writer of the letter you have publilhed, 
who furniftied you with that of Roufleau, conceals 
.his name. His reafon is manifeflr. He is a ilan- 
derer. I avow my name, becaufe I aflert nothing 
but the truth. I am unacquainted with the 

* Molfn was a corn merchant in Paris, who was connefted 
with M. de Voltaire, He met with mbfortunes in trade, and 
M. de Vqltairc l©ft 20,000 livres (?oo pounds) by h5m ; but, 
confidering him as rather unfortunate than culpable^forgave him 
at the folicitation of M. d'Argental and the Abbe Mouffinot,' 
Some perfons of learning, who have read this letter of Molin^ 
Iiave imagined they could difcover in it the flyle of the poet, 

hU friend. * « 

<■■ 
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ground of the quarrel between the author of ttid 
Hcnriade, Charles XII, Alzire, Brutus, &c. and 
the author of certain odes, allegories, and epi- 
grams. I could wifh that all the learned were 
friends. I do not i»ean here to attack the Sieur 
Roufleau, but I think it may be proper to point 
out the difference between thefe two men, that 
the public niay be the better able to judge. 

Monfieur de Voltaire is of a very good family. 
He poffeffeis property, and has relinquifhed places 
he might have poffefled, to apply himfelf entire* • 
ly to the Belles Lettres. He has never employed 
his fortune but to the beft .purpofes. I can teftify 
that he has given up the profits of his works 
to his friends ; and the Sieur Ledet, by whom 
they are printed^ and who has announced a new 
and magnificent edition, may declare whether M. 
de Voltaire has ever required from him the leaft 
gratuity. I can likewife bear witnefs, in the face 
of the world, that he has for a long time main- 
tained and paid a certain falary to two young 
perfons, who cultivate the Belles Lettres* One 
of thefe breathed his laft in my arms : his name 
was Le Fevre ; and hLs relations, who are now in 
Paris, cannot difpute the fad:. ' 

1 never knew him refufe any thing to the 
application of any man of letters, in indigence, 
Avhen his fortune was in a better condition than it 

^ - i« , 
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i$ at^pr^fent. He has lately, loft confiderable 
fums, which loffes have indeed no other^^s af- 
fedted him but as th^y have deprived him of the 
means of continuing hi^ benefadlions. 

, He has prefented to the French comedians, who 
afted Akire, the profits arifing from that piece. 
Befides which, he has never paid his court to any- 
one. I have known him vifited by the greateft 
perfons ia the kingdom, and, what will appear 
iBore fqrprifing, confulted by tliem concerning 
their affairs, I have been witnefs of his negoci- 
ating the marriage ' of a Prijicefj, and of the ef- 
.fential fervices he has rendered the family* 

Such is the character he bears among all to whom 
he is known. I-Jis company has always been 
greatly efteemed, as he is poffefled of the moit 
en'gaging politenefs and the moft dignified man- 
5liprs. J know not wherefore the Sieur Rouffeau 
has faid, that he has a difagreeable countenianc^, 
fince, on the contrary, in his youth, his perfoa 
was very pleafing, 

With refpedt to his writings, they are known 
to all the world. There have been twenty edi- 
tions of the Henriade. His Hiftory of Charles XII, 
Brutus, and Zaire, have been tranllated into Itali- 
an, Englilh, and German ; and there is no doubt 
\0 be entertained, but he is equally efteemed in 
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his own country, notwkhftahding fpme would 
wifh i^ have us believe he is there defpifed. 

You have been told his letters Ivere burnt, 
but I can afure you they were not his, and I have 
the manufcript ftill by me, which is not any ways 
£mitar m the work attributed to'M. de Voltaire. 

You cannot but perceive. Gentlemen, that his 
fuccefles have procured him many enemies ; but 
you likewife know, that the public feldom regard 
authors in their own caufe. Idifcover much tude^ 
nefs and virulence in RoufTeau's letter^ but not the 
leaft Ihadow of truth. The jealoufy of the p6et^ 
which "mingles perfonal abufe with frivolous cri- 
ticifm, is fufficiaitly confpicuous. He reproaches 
the elegant author of Alzire, for having made 
amour rhime with amour. 

This miftake has crept into fome copics.of the 
Paris edition, which I condu(9:ed ; the true read- 

7u t^ajfures niafoi, mon reJ/peSf, mon retour^ 
ftous mes vceux^ s^il en eft qui tiennent lieu J^ amour. 

Thou haft infured my faith, refpefl:, and vows. 
If vows cou'd o'er fupply the place of love. 

The printer had ^Vitmon amour inftead of reiour^ 
I reprimanded him for his carelefsnefs, and re- 
quelled the Sieur Ledet to correft the error. It 
is in page 57 of the Paris edition, aft iv* You 
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may judge, by this unfair quotation, of the fpirit 
which adtuates M* Rouffeau, I can affure you, 
that whatever he has advanced againft the moral 
charader of M. de Voltaire is equally groundleft. 
If you would take the trouble to read over again 
the admirable faftum of M. Saurin againft Rouf- 
feau, you would fee, that he himfelf has been 
accufed of all thp enormities he now fo unjuftly im- 
putes to M. de Voltaire. But the real character of 
both is well known, and it would be very unjuft to 
permit one who has been difgraced by the law, to 
caft that difgrace on another. I rely on yourjuftice 
to publiih this letter, fince it contains nothing but 
th? truth. 

I have the honor to be. 
Gentlemen, 
Your moft obedient humble fervant, 

DE MO LIN, 

Paris, Aug. 26, 1736. 

Having given this Hiftoty of M. de Voltaire's 
Quarrel with M. RotrssEAu, we muft next re- 
late the violent Conteft he had with the Abbe 
PES Fontaines. 

These two writers were at firft In the clofeft 

connexion. The Abbe des Fontaines always fpoke 

of M. de Voltaire with enthufiafm, A criticifm, 
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though a mild and impartial one,, on, his tragedy 
of the^ Death of Caefar, and a little pleafantry oh 
his Temple of Tafte, were magnified by M. dc 
Voltaire into horrible inftances of the blackeft inr 
gratitude : but, having complained to the Abbe 
des Fontaines, in a private letter, both of the cri- 
ticifm and the pleafantry, he received all the fa- 
tisfaition he could wifli. - With this he feemed 
perfeiflly contented, and wrote to- the Abbe, in . 
1735, in the moft affedtionat^ terms. However, 
a fortnight after the date of this letter of amity 
and reconciliation, he attacked him in the JMkrcure. 
He was a&ed the reafon of this fudden change, 
but he returned no anfwer, except by a number 
of epigrams, whicl^ he c}rculate4 againft the 
Abbe. 

After having infulted him in verfe, he publifli^ 
cd, in 1738, .a piece in profe, entitled the Pr<?/^rn 
vative, in which was this unfeeling letter : 

'^ I had no acquaintance with the Abb6 Guyot 
*' des Fontaines till M. Thiriot introduced him to 
^^ me, in 1724, as a perfonwhohad formerly been 
^^ a Jefuit, and by corifequence a manof letters ; I 
?^ received him in a friendly manner, as I receive all 
- ^* thofe who cultivate literature ; but, about a fort-r 
«* night after, v<r?is aftonilhed by the reception of 
f* a letter, dated from the Blcetre, in which he was 
*^ then confined. I learned; that, three months be-- 

♦^ fore. 
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*^ (ore, he had been in the Chatelet for the famo 
^^ oiFence, and that a regular profccution was comw 
*-^ menced, I was then fortunate enough to pof* 
*^ fefs feveral powerful friends, of whom J have 
^* fijiCQ been deprived by death .' I made all 
^^ poffible hafte to Fontalnbleau, fick as I was, and, 
f^ by preffing fplicitations, obtained his enlargement 
^^ and thedifcontinuationofaprofecution in which 
^* his life was at ftake, I alfo obtained permiffioa 
*^ for him to go into the country with M. Thirior, 
/^ to vifit my friend, the Prefident de Berniere. In 
*^ what manner would yqu fuppofe he employed 
f^ himfplf while there? In writing a libel againft me, 
^^ He even ihewed it to M. Thiriot, who obliged 
*^ him to throw it into the fire j he begged my par- 
^f don, telling me, it had beei^ written fome time 
*^ befdre he was in the Bic^tre. J had the wcaknefs 
^^ to forgive him, and this weaknefs has gained me 
^^ a mortal enemy, who has written anonymous let- 
'^ ters to me, and fent a fcore of Ubels againft me 
f * into Holland, Thefe, Sir, are a few of the things 
f^ I have to alledge againft him, 8pc/' 

That the Abbe des Fpntainps was confined in 
the Bicetre/m 1725, is very true, He was then 
concerned in the Journal des Scavansj^ but the learn- 
ed world knows, that this was merely an atrocious 
contrivance pf his enemies, to efFedhis ruin, M. 
de Voltaire has ihewn th^ faliity and abfurdity of 
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the accufation, in a Memoir written by himfelf. 
He wrote it at the requeft of the Prefident de Ber- 
niere, who was related to the Abbe des Fontaines. 
After a fortnight's difgrace, the Abbe des Fon- 
taines was reftored to fociety and his literary 
occupations. 

'r The Magiftrate of the Police, forry to find • he 
had beeh impofed upon and made the inftruinefit 
of fo mean a revenge,- juftified the Abbe himfelf, not 
only to thofe with whom he was immediately con- 
Befted, but alfo by a letter, which he wrote t6 
the Abbe Bignon, who then had the principal 
management of the Journal des Scavans, This 
lettetwds publicly read, in an aflembly of all 
thofe concerned in the Journal, and, confequently, 
the Abb^ des Fontaines was immediately re-in- 
ftated in his employment, by the Abbe Bignon. 

The firft flep taken by the Abbe des Fontaines, 
was, to write to M. de Voltaire, ^^ I fliall never 
** forget (fays he) the infinite obligations I have t6 
't y6u. The goodriefs of your heart is fuperior even 
** to your under {landing ; never was there a more 
^^ generous friend. How infinitely am I your deb- 
^^ tor ? To prove my gratitude ought to be the 
♦^ employment of my life. The AbbeNadal, the 
^^ Abbe dePons, Danchet, Ferret, may triumph, 
<^ may treat me as I Ihall always treat their defpi- 
** cable writings. &c. &c.'' 

It 
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It would have become a grateful mind never 
to have loft fight of a fervice fo eflential, though 
it was unworthy M. de Voltaire to proclaim it on 
every occafion. By continually renewing the re- 
membrance of fo difagreeable an event, he could 
not but draw on himfelf all the indignation of the 
Abbe des Fontaines, who> in the firft heat of his 
Tefentment, brought forth the Foltairomanla, a vU 
tulent fatire, in which the Journalift reproaches 
his adverfary with every kind of literary impos- 
ture, meannefs, theft, extravagant infoletice, 
and with having defervedly fufFered the moft mor- 
tifying humiliation, while he jtianifefted, oft 
every occafion, equal pride, , ignorance and a 
tendency to impiety, which nothing, however fa* 
cred,^ could efcape. Thefe perfonaliti'es were odi- 
ous ; they' might debafe his enemy, biit could not 
juftjfy the Abbe des Fontaines. . 

This libel was ill written and entirely unworthy 
the pen of fo formidable a critic : he thetefort 
formally difclaimed it, in a depofition before a ma- 
giftrate ; in which he fays, '* I hereby declare I 
*^ am not the author of a libel, entitled Voltairoma- 
^* nia. I totally difavow it, and regard it as moft 
'^ groundlefs and calumnious, with refpeft to the 
*^ pretended fads which it impijtes to M. de Vol- 
^^ taite, and I ihould think myfelf dilhonored 
^* had I had the leaft copccm in its compofifton, as 
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^' I poffcfs all thofe fentimcntsof eftccmdue to his 
*f talents, and for which he is fo juftly honored by 
^' the public/* 

Roulfeau, who was attacked in the Prefervalive., 
took part in this quarrel. He wrote epigrams tp 
the end of his life, in which he was imitated by 
the Abbe des Fontaines, who never ceafed to at^ 
tack M, de Voltaire, though he concealed his cen- 
furesunder an appearance of praife, ingenioufly equi- 
Tocal. This Journalift was certainly a fevere cri« 
tic ; he not only attacked the author of the Hen* 
riade, but a myltitude of other writ^r^, by whom 
Jie had never been offended. 

When the Abbe Prevot publiflied his tranflar 
don of the Familiar Epiftles of Cicero, he made 
a prefept of a copy to the Abbe des Fontainesi, 
who wrpte back in anfwer, *^ I eptertaii\ a high 
opinion of your work, and Ihall infert a proper ex^ 
traft from it. You muft pardpn me if I make a 
few critical remarks : Algiers would be famiihed^ 
were Algiers at peace with all the world." — Suclji 
principles could pot but difguft all worthy men ; 
. he was therefore far from being generally efteemed. 

This Abbe endeavoring to. juftify himfelf be* 
fore a magiilrate, who entertained no very good 
opinion of him, the magiftrate replied, " Should 
we regard what is alledged by all who are accufed, 
i;ope ^Quld be fOMpd guilty." A,nd flipuld we re- 
gard. 
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gard, ihfwered the Abbe, what isalledgedby all 
accufers, none would be found innocent,'* 

On another occafion, however, he found a hap- 
py retort more difficult. A perfon, high in of- 
fice, reproached him for being the author of Co 
faiany fatirical and abufivc writings* ^^ My X^rd, 
feid the Abbe, I muft live*" " I do not fee the ne- 
ceiEty of that,*' replied the minifter coldly* This 
anfwer Would admit of no repartee. 

Thefe inftances fufficiently prove, there were 
people who did not think favorably of the Abbe 
des Fontaines, He had niade hinifelf many im- 
placable enemies ; and this muft ever be the lot 
of thofe whofe daily buiinefs it is to attack va- 
nity and wound felf-love* 

We (hall now fpeak of the Steps taken by M. dc 
Voltaire, to procure Admiffion into the French 
.Academy, and of the Satires and Lawfuit oc* 
cafioned by that Admiffion* 

The Philofophical Letters, publiflicd in 1734, 
were the beginning of the troubles which M, de 
Volraire^ experienced, from the extreme liberty 
with which he thought and wrote. Being regard- 
ed by government as a dangerous man, and a 
warrant having been granted to appreb^qid him> 
by the Parliament of Paris, he pretended jo retire 
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Into England^ but concealed himfelf at Cirei, an 
eftate of the Marchionefs du Chatelet, in Cham-* 
pagrie, where he did not remain quiet long. 

Le Mandainey a fatire, containing indecent allu* 
fions to the principal perfonages of the Old Tefta- 
menty was publiihed in 1736. 

The Abbe des iFontaines took care to fliew thia 
pleafantry to a prieft, named C — , who had con-* 
fiderable intereft over Cardinal de Fleuri, The 
work was condemned as infamous, and the author 
obliged to fly his country. He would have been 
infallibly arrefted, if Madame du Chatelet had 
not concealed him from his purfuers. The King 
of Pruflia offered him the fame afylum he afterwards 
accepted^ but, at that time, he chofe rather to gq to 
Holland till the ftorm was difperfed. His friends 
appeafed theihinifter, and he returned to France. 

Amid all his moft involuntary peregrinations, 
M. de Voltaire never entirely abandoned the hope 
of living quietly in France, at; leaft it is to be 
prefumed fo, from the projefk he had formed of 
being admitted Into the French academy, and 
' thus procuring himfelf an honorable retreat. 

Merope, which received the loudeft applaufes 
of any of his works, was, as it were, the pledge 
of his reconciliation with the public, and the 
promife of future tranquillity. This tragedy was 
performed, February 26, 1743* The author had 
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fddom been a fpeftator of the fuccefs of his pieces, 
but was determined, this time, to gather the fruits 
of his genius, and^ by going from box to box, ihevr 
himfelf to thehoufe. As foori as he appeared the 
applaufe was redoubled, and he was proclaimed 
Academician by the public, who thus, as he 
had hoped, forwarded his vie^^s. 

An imaginatbn accuftomed to heat itfelf, in 
fo flattering a moment, muft be incapable of re- 
flexion.^ The fl:ratagem had fucceede(|. M. dc 
•Voltaire imagined, the enthufiafm of the pit 
had given him a right to folicit the Academicians. 
He paid his vifits, and was refufed. Not but 
that many members of the academy acknowledged 
his right to a feat ; but M. Boyer, Bifliop of Mi- 
repoix, caufed him to be rejedied ; either out of 
zeal for religion, or to make r6om for a prelate, 
who was his friend. 

The difagreeable circumfliances which followed 
this fl:ep of M. de Voltaire's, would have extin- 
guiflied fuch a defire in any other man, who had' 
fo little ocaafion for academic diftindiions, but 
i^ was not eafily irepulfed. A place becoming 
vacant, three years afterwards, he made a new 
cfifort to break thofe barriers he had hitherto beea 
unable to pafs. 

He no doubt refle&ed on what had occafioned 
his bcingTepulfcd befbre. It is well known h^ 
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lent a letter to Father de la Tour, principal o? 
the college of Louis le Grand, which was an adual 
confeffion of faith. He retraced thofe works 
which had been the joint produce of impiety and 
madnefs, combated the opinions of the author of - 
the Nouvelles Ecckfiqfttques, and prefented himfelf^ 
fortified with favorable atteftations. 

The academy forgot the paft, hoped better 
tilings for the future, and received the profelyte 
in 1746. Was any t;h^ing more neccflary to 
' make M. de Voltaire defpife the impotent^malice 
of thofe who were determined to cenfure the 
choice of the ^cadertiy ? He might well contemn 
the fally of the poet Piron'; who, on the day 
when M. de Voltaire pronounced his difcourfe, 
not being able to make his way through the nu- 
merous auditors, faid, " I find it is much eafier to 
be admitted a member here than to get in/' This 
was unjuft ; M. de Voltaire, to whom it was told, 
paid no regard to it. But he did not manifeft the. 
fame indifference for the fatirical pieces which 
appeared on this occafion. / , 

Of all the produftions againft M. de^ Vol- 
taire, to which the jealoufy. excited by his new* 
dignity gave birth, there were two which ir- 
ritated liim more than any of the reft. On@ 
was entitled, A Difcourfcj pronounccid at the 
door of the academy, to M. de Voltaire, by 
the Diredor; and the other, The Poetlcsii Tri- 
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\iniph. Thefe were both printed on the fame 
Iheet, and circulated all over Paris. 

Voltaire determined to proportion his* ven- 
geance by the efFedt produced on his imagination, 
and applied to the Lieutenant of the Police for 
an order to arrefl: the alithor bf thefe two pieces, 
and thofe whb had been concerned in their fale. 
T^e neceiEty of flopping the progrefs of defa- 
mation, which attacked the academy itfelf> and 
of reprelling, by a fevere example, the licenti- 
oufnefs of thofe numerous detraSors, 'Who feemed 
every day to grbw bolder by impunity, and to 
inundate Paris with libels, were the motives M. 
tie Voltaire 'enlarged on before the magiftrate, to 
haften ^ne grant of the order he -folicited, and 
whicK" could not well be refufed him, it being 
impofEble to foreiee the ufe he fliould make of 
this delegated power. 

Having procured what was fo neceflary to the 
execution of his deiGign> M. de Voltaire, the man 
"who had f6 often drawn tears from crowded the- 
atres, and whOj by the Univerfal pity he infpired, 
feemed to have written the hiftory of his own 
heart, became* in an inftant the reverfe of him- 
felfV Entirely given up to^Oe impulfe of paf- 
fioft, the fury*of which he had fo often combated, 
he thought of nothing but finding fome culprit 
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,on whom all the weight of juftice or of vengeanee- 
might fall. 

M. de Voltaire, having been informed, by a 
hawker, that Travenol, the fon, violin player at 
the opera, had been concetned in t^ie. fale of the 
twofatires in queftion, determined to have him 
feized« He employed an Exempt of the Police 
in this bufinefs, to whom ht delivered his wrrt. 
Thehoufc-of Trarcnol, the father, was immedi- j 

^ately befet by a crowd of archers. They endea- | 

Tored, to no purpose, to feize the fon; he was I 

^ abfent* Defpairing therefore to accomplifh their 
purpofe, they determined to inflid, on the father, | 

the punilhment intended for the fcn# Neither i 

the age of Travenol, his infirmities, nor his in- | 

nocence itfelf could defend him from thefe men, 
who were the minifters of the refentmcnt of M. 
de Voltaire. 

In vain did he urge the rights of a citizen, 
in vain did he plead, that guilt ought to be per- 
fonal, and that the father ought not to fuffer for 
crimes of which the fon was accufed. He was not 
heard. Infenfible to his tears, they dragged hifti 
from his home, in a mercilefs itianner ; and this 
/old man, having no protection but his irreprqach- 
able virtue, faw himfelf led, like a felon, 
through the midft of an infulting rabble, always 
greedy of fuch exhibitions, to the prifon of Fort 
FEvequc, where he was fecretly confined^ 

The 
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The imprifonmcnt of Travcnol wis fo violent 
and irregular, that this unfortunate old man, deif- 
Altute as he was of fupport Or acquaintance witli 
. the Great, yet, found thofe who remonftrated in 
his behcrff to the Lieutenant of the Police, and fo- 
licited hill releafe. In fllort, fome generous per- 
fons, t*he friends of humanity, ftrongly reprefented 
to that magiftrate how much his order had been 
abufed, and excited his compaffion by defcribing 
the manner in which the unfortunate Travenol 
was torn from his family, and dragged to prifon 
like k criminal. Their follcitations were not dif- 
regarded. The Lieutenant of the Police enquired 
concerning the truth of what h6 was told, and 
the old man regained his liberty, after having 
been clofely confined five or fix days. 

An outrage fo atrocious, committee! on the 
/perfon of a citizen, under the very eyes of juftice, 
expofed M, de Voltaire to claims arid confequences 
proportionate to the violence of the injurJ^ 

Travcnol, now at liberty, might feafonably 
iiope juftice would take place, as his caufe was 
eonnedfed with that erf the Lieutenant of the Po- 
lice, virho was alfo interefted to punifli the abufe 
that had been made of his authority. 

But d much more important pbjeft engaged the 
attention of Travenol : fbr, informed, on his leav- 
ing prifon, that his fon, who had been accufed 
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by M. de Voltaire of having facilitated the Tale 
of the fatires, was ftill hotly purfued, he deter- 
mined to facrifice*rcfentment to his fbn's preifer- 
vation. He therefore immediately repaired to M. 
de Voltaire, clafped the knees of the man frqm 
whom he had alright to infift on a reparation, and 
requefted him ta pardon his fon, whofe whole 
crime was having involuntarily incurred his dif- 
pleafure* 

M, de Voltaire was foftened, embraced, wept 
over, and difmifled him, with affurances that he 
would proteft and ferve both him and his fon. 

After thefe pofitive promifes, Travenol thought 
it inconfiftent with his reconciliation to infift on 
any amends for the injury he had fuftained from 
M. de Voltaire. He confidered what had paffed 
between them as a kind of amnefty, in which he 
abandoned his right to any recompenfe for the 
wrongs he had received; while Voltaire, on his 
part, engaged to flop the profccution againft his 
fon, for the pretended crime with which he was 
charged. The conditions of this treaty were cer- 
tainly very unequal, fince Travenol remitted a 
real injury to M. Voltaire, who, in return,* only 
pardoned an imaginary offence; but Travenol 
confidered it as an important advantage to extri- 
cate his fon from his embarraflrnent. Strange, how* 
ever, as it may appear, M. de Voltaire, in contempt 
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of his engagement, continued to perfecute the 
younger Travenol with more heat than ever. The 
father, confequently, looked on himfelf as no longer 
bound by a treaty which could only remain" 
valid while it was equally obfetved by both paf-^ 
ties. Reftored to his rights by thefe new afts of 
hoftility, he held it his duty to put them in force. 

On November 19, 1746, he therefoje peti- 
tioned the court to be admitted a party in the fuit 
pending beirween his. fon and M. de Vbltaire, and , 
concluded by declaring, it, was at the inftigation 
of the latter that he had been arretted and impri- 
ibnod five days in Fort TEvSque, by virtue of a 
pretended order from the Lieutenant of the Po- 
lice, rie laid his damages at 6000 livres, (256 
pounds) befides cofts of fuit. 

M. de Voltaire was condemned to pay, not 
6000 livres, as had been demanded, but five hun- 
dred. What, however, was the moft aggravating 
to him was, that fcveral of the counfellofs di- 
verted their hearers at his expence. M. Man- 
nori did not content himfelf with merely refuting 
the arguments ii> behalf of M. de Voltaire : he 
publifked his pleadings, which were fold in every 
coffee-houfe. Ir> thefe were contained the fatirical 
lines that had occafioned the proceedings, and 
which, though, before, only circulated by ftealth, 
were pow opeply read by all Paris, Thisijawfuit may 
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' afford an cxc^Ueot leflbn . for thofe literati who. 
have tQQ gteat ^ fliare of fenfibility, and it is 
prinqipally to warn them againft refenti.ng^ every., 
little injury that we have given fo miiiute an ac- 

^ count of this difpute. 

It is prpbable M. de Voltaire gained a feat in, 
the academy fo late (where kt Ihould havQ beei^j 
received at firil^ if regard were had only to abiji* 
ties) principally bccaufe they dreaded the impe^. 
tupfity of hi& temper. This was wha^t Fonteoellq. 
tpld him, on his having a difpute, a fliort tiniQ 
after hi? adjniffipn, with M. Danchet, a leaiaed 
qnd. fefpeftabje man. This Academician having 
maintained ^ cpntrary opinion to M, de Voltaire, 
was treated by the latter with confiderabie rude- 
nefs. M. de Fontenelle, offended at fuch beha- 
vior, could not refrain from faying, " M. de Vol- 
taircj you perfeftly juftify the repugnance we have 
always felt to admit you among us/' 

- But tilings^ were greatly changed when hJe re- 
turned tQ Paris in i77:S» The academy, received 
hifl) as th^ father of literature, and he held-thj? 
foeptre:aj;ev/eryr meeting. They loaded him witlj 
compliments and careffes,, which, for manyrea- 
fons> lyerQ certainly his due ; for, independant of 
the various ^yprks wijh which he.h^s enrichqd the 
theatre, and the republic pf letters, there are, in 
'his Comxiient^rieg pi» QorneiUex ^4 ip his Mif- 
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cdllantes, fome exceUent obfcrvations oh the French 
language^ He propofedi to have the Acadcmy*sDic- 
tioQary re-written, and found his own faculties fuffi- 
ciently vigbrous to undertake the letter A, which 
is the mpft extenfive. He intended to have added,* 
to that ^v<^, the true, etymology of every word, 
its power, itis different fignifications, Hteral and 
figuFatiye: as alfo the ftrength or weaknefi of the 
correspondent term in other languages ; to have 
quoted authorities for the ufe of it from the beit 
authors, to have fliewn the extent allotted to io 
by them, add have pointed out whether it was 
mqft proper for poetry pr for profe. 

It is much to be lamented, a projefl: fo ufeful 
{hould not have been put in execution, and that 
we have ftill ot>ly imperfed didiQnaries of a lan- 
guage which is in ufe, or at leaft known, from 
the Straights of Gibraltar to the fartheft extremi- 
ties of Rvlffiaji 

M. de Voltaire at leijgth grew diifetisfied with 
prance ; the fuccefs of his tragedy of Qrefte^i had 
been very equivocal ; the number of his critics ■ 
^d his enemies daily increafed ; death had dcr 
prived him of a Lady whp was at pnce his confolatioii 
and his glory, the Marchionefs du Chatelet ; an4 
the King of PrufSa had long invited him to hi$ 
pourt About the year 1750, that monarch re- 
newed his iblicitations, and at length prevailed 
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on M. dc Vokaire to fix his rcfidencc at Berlin, 
with a penfion of 20,000 livres (806 pounds a 
year) and the title of Chamberlain. The poet 
was at firft received with marks of the greatcft 
favor. The King of Pruffia treated him as an 
intimate friend ; but the more that Prince laviftied 
his kindnefs on him, the more the author affum^ 
an air of familiarity, which>, though it may be 
cxcufed in private, never fails to give offence in 
public. This was the firft caufe of the difgrace 
of M. de Voltaire. :• ' '• ' 

The lecond was his quarrel with M. de Mau- 
pertuiSf l^hefe two celebrated men were at firft 
the warmeft of friends ; M. de Maupertuis 
wrote to feveral with whom he correfponded s 
^^ Voltaire is a wonderful man ; his moft admi- 
*^ rable produftions coft him lefs trouble than the 
*^ indifferent works of other writers.'* , 

M. de Voltaire was the difciple of M. de Mau- 
pertuis in the Newtonian philofophy, and has 
praifed his mafter with the higheft enthufiafm. 
There are letters of his, ftill extant, in which he 
writes in the ftyle of a man who acknowledges his 
inferiority. 

^^ I have juft read, (fays he in a letter to M. 
^^ de Maupertuis, dated May 22, 1738) your hif- 
^^ tory, and trad on natural philofophy, which are 
*\ orefcrablc to all the romances that ever wer« 
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^ written. Madame du Chatelet intends to reaJ 
" them ; Ihe is more worthy of that honor than I 
'** am. However, while Ihc has the pleafure bf 
<* receiving inftrudion, Ilhall, atleaft, have that 
<^ of returning thanks. 

^^ Your preface appears to 'me extremely inge- 
** nious, fince it infpires the reader with refpedt for 
*^ the importance of the enterprize, and interefts 
^* navigators, who otherwife "concern themfelves 
^^ but little about the figure of the earth. It pru- 
*^ dently infinuates the erroneoufnefsof former ad- 
'* meafurements, and the accuracy of yours, and 
*^ readers us impatient to follow you into Lapland. 

^* No fooner have you condu&ed the reader 
^* thither, than he imagines himfelf in an Inchant- 
*^ ed country, where philofophers are the fairies. 

^^ The Argonauts who made a trading voyage 
^* into the Crimea, and who have been extolled into 
^* dcmi-gods, by boafting Greece, were not to be 
^' compared, I will not fay with the Clairaults, the 
f * Camufes and the Monniers, but, even with the 
** draughtfmen who accompanied you. If thefe 
^^ have been deified, what ought to be your reward? 
^^ I will tell you. The elteem of all the learned^ 
^^ which will infure you that of pofterity. Be- 
^^ lieve me, the approbation of a few "rational 
5^ perfons, in the eighteenth century, is much 
^J (jfi^r^ hpnprable than aGreqtan apotheofis. 
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^ ^^^Afli^foUy tranfported with ycfu, I tr^verfe dev 
^ fcrts o£ fiiow, aB4 climb mountains of ice. You 
*^ certainly excel in defcription, apd, if you ple^fed^ 
*' would be one of pur greateft poets, as you are 
** our moft accurate mathematician. If your cal- 
V GulatioBs refembletj^ofe of Archimedes, and your 
*^ courage that of Chriftopher Columbus, your 
^' pi£feure of the fnows of Tornea has the ftroke of 
** Ji^ichael Angelo>an4 that of the di^fent fpecies 
*^ of the Aurora Borealis difcovers the hand of 
^* AlbanL 

*^ We have juft learnt, from your letter, that 
^* yow fxxcctis does npt keep you at Paris, but that 
*^ youar fenfibility h^s induced you to fet out for 
•^ St* Malo. Whence is it that j&a pofflefs both 
f'.ft fubiime underftanding and a feeling heart ? - 

^' I am informed a new edition of my wretched 

^' work is {Mi^paring for the prefs.-^-I have already 

f * corr^ed the miftakes of the editor concerning 

^'^Jight; but if you would beflow an hour or two 

^^ in ciac rf<3ting my errors, in that and ether parti- 

^* QUl^is, YQ^ would render me a fervice never to 

^.h^ for^ten* I have fo little time that I know 

^* not what to do firft. The avidity of my book- 

<^ fcUwi is like a furious torrent, and I muft en- 

f ^ twsat your afliftance, that it may not hurry me 

f^ «way.. The moA refpetfNible woman in Eurqpe, 

^^ and ike, pe^haps^ yih<% is alone deferving your 

f^ company, adds her intreatks to mine/ 
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^f It will DQt be much lofs of time> nor cm \^ 

-'^ Adiev ; my hkeart aflures mf , my love and zdh 
f ^ miration of you will end but with my life/' 

M» de Maupertuis received feveral letters .f\4t 
pf like 4attery. . M. de Vpltaire was, for awhile^ 
his friqnd ; but, as he was hi$ rival in literary- 
reputation and the favor of his mafter, thisf good 
i^^derftaiwjing did not laft longy The quarrel had 
been predidied as foon as Voltaire fet out from. 
Paris, and xh^ predidion was juftified by the 
event. 

The authQf of the Henriade took part in ihe 
difpute which happened in 175Z, concerning th^^ 
]beaii: qyuaijtity of aftic^n. M. de Maupertuis found- 
ed Qn it his demopftratipn qi the exiflence of 
Gpd. M. Koenig, profeffor at Leyden, and an 
qxcellent mathematician, pretended that the prin- 
ciple of this demonftfation was tq be found in 
the fragment of a letter by the learned Leibnitz* 
14. de Maupertuis required him to produce that 
letter, which \yas never done. The Academy of 
Berlia ther^fqre declared this pretended paffage, 
pited by K^penig^ was undef^rving of credit. 

This declaration ferved but to increafe the con^ 
teft, whkk ws^s diihonorable to both parties. Tha 
parti^^s of M; de Maupertuis maifttained, thaS 
^is jpr^e^ings,, with refped to Kpeaig, Hi^arc not 
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blameable, fince his aflertions were juft, and he 
had a right to defend the thought as his own. 
His eoemies, on the contrary, declared fo much 
vehemence unbecoming fo trifling a difpute ; that 
Koenig was a learned man, arid a man of veracity, 
whofe whole crime was, his having offended the 
vanity of M. de Maupertuis, and all his misfor- 
tune, that of not having the original letter he had 
quoted in his pofleffion. ^ Poftcrity may decide on 
the merits of this quarrel, but that each of the 
difputants thought himfelf perfediy juftifiable is 
certain. 

M. de Voltaire engaged in this conteft, andf be- 
gan by writing his ^ Anfwer from an Academician 
of Berlin to an Academician of Paris,' which was 
ftiled an infamous libel by an auguft member of 
the academy. It was immediately followed by 
another pamphlet, flill more virulent, confifting 
^{ three diftinft fatirical pieces, in which there 
was no want of wit. 

The title of the firft was, " The Diatriba of 
Dodor Akakia, phyfician to the Pope.*' The fe- 
cond, ^* The Decree of the Inquifition.'* Arid the 
third, '^ The Judgment of the Profeffors of the 
College of Wifdom/' Through thefe there are 
perpetual allufimis to the writings of Maupertuis,- 
a continued ftrain of irony and perfonality, and the 
moft unfeeling' fartfafins.. Though it wa3 far from 
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being deftitute of wit, it was neverthelefi tteatfed 
as a defamatory libel, and barnt by the common 
executioner in all the public places in Berlin, De- 
cember 24, 1752. 

The King of Pruffia, enraged to fee the prefi- 
dent of his academy attacked with fuch afperity, 
acqufed M. de Voltaire with being the author of 
theAkakia. Accuftomed todifclaim his works^ 
he protefted, on his honor, that he had no hand 
in that fatire ; but the King confuted him, by 
producing the manufcript of his fecretary, which 
he had ordered to be feized at the" printer^s. 

Fi:om that moment M. de Voltaire perceived 
himfelf ruined at the court of Berlin. He returned 
the King his enfign of the order of merit, and his 
chamberlain's key, with the following verfes : 

Thcfc gifts widi afFeftion I wore ; ' 

Widi anguifh thcfc gifts I rcftorc : 
And thus, while his bofom with jcaloufy burns, 
A lovct his miftrcfs's portrait returns. 

The King, touched with this aft of fubmiflion, 
two hours after, fent him back the tokens of his 
former kindnefs, and granted him a long confer- 
ence, in which the poet, if he could not juftify, 
at leafl, excufed himfelf. 

Voltaire after this obtained another audience of 
Jthc King, in which he recjuefted permiflion to go 
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to'Pl<)mHercs for tke benefit df tke Watfers. His 
Majefty granted hk eiMaicflt, and made him pro- 
mife to return. Vokaire's enemies^ hpwever, con- 
tinued to circulate reports that might prejudice 
liim in the opinion of that Prince. Mktipettuis 
tcdd tiie King, that he called the revifion of his 
wodcs, wc^rngMsfoulUnen., Itwasalfo infinuatcd, 
to Frederic^ that as foon as the French poet jfhouU 
be out of his<Jominions, he Would rfevenge him- 
iclf by criticifing his wrkiftgs. 

The King of Pruffia, prevailed oti by thefe rc- 

prefentations, wrote him the following letter, fo 

ioftein printed, and which wc give here only to 

ptove how much that Monarch had been ii!K:enfed 

againfl: bis favorite. 

'^ You are at liberty to leave my fervlce whenever 
\^ you pleafe; but, before you go, let me requeft 
*^ you to return the contraft of your engagement, 
*^<the key, the crofs, and the Volume of poetfy with 
^^ which I entrufted you. I could wilh my works 
*^ had only been exp6fed to die critical obfervations 
^* of you andKoenig, I catitaot regard thecenfures 
*^ of thofe who imagine they raife theit owh reputa- 
^* tion by ruining that of others. I haVe neither the 
** madnefs nor vanity of .certain authors* llot^ on 
" the cabals of men i£ letters as the difgrace 6f lite- 
•* rature,but do uot thelefs efteem thofe who cul- 
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** tivate learning with more liberal minds* My 
*^ contempt only falls on the leaders of parrici*'* 
March i6, 1753. 

M. de V61taire left Pruffia after having xeceivodl 
this mortifying letter ; he went from Berlin M 
Leipfick^ and from Leipfick to Gotha^ where he 
met with the moft flattering reception from the 
puke and Dutchefs. After paffiiig a month at: 
this court, he went 'to that of the Landgfave of 
Mefle Caflel, who received him in the iame favor- 
able manner. 

At length he fet out for Francfort;, where, he 
was arretted by the magiftrates at the defire of 
the Pruffian refident. He was obliged to pledge 
his honor, and give a written promife not to abfent 
himfelf without permiffion or fatisfying the de- 
mands that had been made, Notwithftanding this 
engagement, they were informed, much to thck 
furprize, that he had fuddenly left the place. 
He was immediately purfued, and brought back 
to the city under a guard of ten foldiers*, The 
reafon he gave for his departure was, {hat he ift- 
tended to try the waters of Vifhaden. 

The King of Pruflia's motive for caufiiig him 
to be arretted, was to prevent his making an im^ 
proper ufe of the volume of poetry he had iti hia 
poffeffion. On this occafion M. de Voltaire made 
the following declaration, printed in the gazettes : 

"I am 
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«« I am dying. I protcft before God and tn^^i, 
^ khat, though I am no longer in the fervice of his 
*^ ?ruffian Majefty, I am not the lefs attached to 
*^ that Monarch, nor lefs fubmiffive to his com- 
*^ mands for the Ihort time } have to live. He 
*^ has arretted me at Francfort for a volume of 
^^ poetry, of which he had made me a prefent. . 
** I fliall remain in prifon without complaining, 
'^ until" the b^^k be brought back from Ham- 
** bourg,' where I have left it. 

*^ 1 have given up, to the refident of his PtufEan 
« Majefty at Francfort, all the letters I had re- 
** ceived from his mafter, . and which I preferved 
*^ as the dear marks of the kindnefs with which 1 
«* had been honored. 

<* He alfo required me to reftor^ the agreement 
** which he had been pleafcd to make with me, I " 
^* am certainly willing to give it up, as well as 
*^ any thing clfe, as foon as it can be found. This 
^^ writing was not, properly fpeaking, a contrad, 
** but merely an effbft of the King's goodnefs, of 
** no confequence in itfelf, as it only contained 
^« my thanks for the penfion which his Pruffian 
'^ Majefty had been pleafed to beftow upon me, 
'^ with the permiflion of the King, my mafter ; 
^** as alfo for that which he had granted to my 
**. niece after my death, as well as for the crofs, 
** and the key of chamberlain. 

« The 
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**^ The King of Pruffia had condefc€»ded ta 
^^ write, at the bottCMn of this little inftrument, at 
*^ nearly as I can remember, I Jign this a^ee^ 
*^ ment with the . utmojl fatisfaSlion, which . I have 
'^ wijhed to enter into thefe fifteen years. This 
'^ writing, which is abfolutely ufelefs to his Ma* 
^* jcfty* myfelf and the public, Ihall certainly be 
^^ returned, as foon as it can be found among my 
" other papers. I declare myfelf guilty of treafon 
^^ towards the King of France, my mafter^ apd 
'* the King of Pruffia, if I donotreftore it the 
** momejit 1 find it. 

" My Btiece> who attends me during my illnefe, 
^^ engages^ in the fame folemn manner, to return 
« it, if it Ihould be found by her/' 

Madame Denis, niecfe to M, de Voltaire^ was 
^rrefted with him ; and this llroke wasmoft fenfibly 
felt by her uncle* '* I imagine^'* faid he, in one ' 
of his letters to her, fome time after, ^* that all 
** this is a dream, or that it happened in the time 
** of Dionyfius of Syracufe. I aik myfelf, whc-» 
*^ ther it can poflibly be true, that a French lady, 
*' travelling with the paffportof the King, Ihould 
** have been dragged through the ftreets of Franc- 
f ^ fort, by foldiers, and thrown into prifon> without 
** any form of law, or without her fervant being per- 
f^ mitted to attend her^ while four foldiers, with 
f^ their bayonets fixed, kept guard at the doos, and 
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*' one Ffey tog, a clerk, the vileft of tuksh, pafled 
^ the night in her chamber ? When La BriaviUiers 
<< w^s arreilie^^the executioQer was n^verl^ft alone 
^^ with her. There is noe^an^ple extant of fuck in- 
*^ de<;ent barbarity. And what was your crime ? 
^^ That you had made a journey of twQ hundred 
'^ leagues^ to accompany a dying uncle, whorn ypu 
^* confider as your father, to the waters of Plom- 
*^ bieres. It is indeed to be lamented, th^ the King 
^^ of Pruflia ihould never have atoned fbr fbch an in- 
^^ jury, committed in hisnam«<i by one who ftiled 
'* himfelf his refident. 

^* With refpedt to my felf, he had caufed me to be 
** arretted for having in my pofleffion a pri^^ vo- 
** lume of his poetry, of which he had made me a 
*^ prefent, and to which I had iome kind of right. 
^^ He had beftowed k on me as a pledge c^ hia 
*' goodneis^ and the reward of my care. I^ has 
^^ wiflied to receive back his pre&nt ; he had only 
^ to fpeak the word. It was not worth while to lm« 
^^ prtfon an old man, who was gomg to (afe»i^ be- 
*^ nefit of the waters. 

^ He might have remen^bered, th^, for mdre 
<^ than 17 years, he had honored ipe with themoft 
<^ flattering marks of his efieem, and i»di}ce4 n^, 
'* in my old age, to leave my country j that I had 
*^ labored two fucceffive years for hia kaptove* 
^^ ment s that I have faithfuiU; ferved hio^ and ne- 
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'^ ter any wsiy been deficient in my duty; that^ in 
'* ihort^ it is mudi beneath his rank and his glory t9 
^' take part in an academical quarrel, and to con- 
<' dttde his fiaTors by fending foldiers to demand 
^^ back his poetry. I hope he will fometime diC* 
'^ coverj that he has gone too far^ and been de^ 
'^ ceived by niy enemies, and that neither the au*» 
^^ thor nor the King ought to have rendered th« 
*^ clofe of my life fo wretched. 

*^ He has liftened only to paffion ; he will one 
^* day liilen to reafon and benevolence.^' 

In 1757 this predi«9:ion was adually fulfilled. 
The Margravefs of Bareith^ who greatly e£bsemed 
M« de Voltaire and Madame Denis, was the means 
of renewing the literary correfpondence between 
the Hero of Brandenbourg, her brother, and the 
French poet. That Prince wrote to him. feveral 
times to invite him again ipto his dominions, but 
Voltaire always replied, ** J can neither live with 
** you nor without you*'* » 

M, de Voltaire, on leaving Berlin, in 1753, 
Sopped for fome time at Leipsic, where he amufed 
kimfelf with continuing to ridicule M. de Mau« 
pettuis. The latter, much hurt at has (atire, wrote 
iism word he waa determined to take die molt 
am^e rbvenge. M. de Voltaire made no other 
seply, but thatof publifiiing a continuation to his 
PoiSte iUukaa, whipfa is not to be £DUnd in the 
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laft editions of this piece* It may, therefore, hot 
be improper to infert it here, as it contains feveral 
curious particulars. 

^' He fays, that the native of St. Maloes, (Miu- 
*^ pertuis) having been again attacked by his 
^^ fren:iy, had Vented his ravings againft his good 
*^ phyfician, Akakia,who was then ill at the city of 
*^ Leipzic in Grerlnany, and had written him a 
^^ menacing letter, in which he threatened to 
*^ come and inurder him. 

*^ Since the days of M, de PourceaugnaCj who 

^^ wanted to vifit his phyfician fword in hand, fo 

^^^ malicious a patient Was never known. Dodor 

'^ Akakia, being alarnied, ptefented the following 

^^ Petition to the Univerfity of Leipzic* 

* The Petition of Dr. AkakiA. 

* Doctor Akakiji^ having fled for protedion 
' to the univerfity of Leipzic, where he has fi>ught 
^ an afyliim froni the attempts of a Lapllpfer, a 

* native of St. Maloes, who has declared he will 

* murder him,in thenfiidft of theuniverfity,eameftiy 

* intreats the doftors and fcholars to arm themfelves 
^ againft that barbarian with their penkni^tFes and 

* ihk-ftands ; and particularly requefts his brethren^ 
^ the phyficians, to adminifter a purge to the faid 
^ lavage, the moment he appears, in order tbat he 
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* may evacuate all his peccant humors, and that 
^ they may preferve, ty their art, the little rea-* 
^ fon iftill poffefled by this cruel Laplander, and 

* the life of their good brother Akakia, who re- 
^ comincnds himfclf to their prQteftion, He like- 

* wife eptreats the appthecarie? npt to fttget 

* themfelves on this occafien/ 

*^ In confeqvence of this petition, the uqiverfity. 
** iflued a decree to arreft the native of St. Ma- 
^' loes, at the gates pf the city, as foon as he, 
^* fliQuld arrive tp perpetrate his parricide on th^^ 
^* gpod Akakia, who had behayed to him like a 
^^ father. The following is the order of the uni- 
" verfity, and is ftill tp be feep iq[ the J^a Eru-^ 
^^ditprum. • ' . 

" A ^idam having written abetter to an inha- 
^* bitant of Leipfici in which he threatens to mur- 
** der the faid inhabitant ; and as the murdering 
** of any per fon is manifeftly contrary to the pri^ 
^ ^ vileges of the fair ; this is to requeft all and every 
^^ ,one to give information againft the faid §luidam^ 
^^ lANIimoment he ihall prefent himfelf at the gates 
^^ of Lcipfic. He is a philofopher, whofe gait is 
<^ inthe compound ratio of abfent and precipitate ; 
** his eyes are round and fmall, his peruke the fame, 
^^ his nofe cruihed flat, he has an ill look, ^ full 
^^ face, and a full hejj4 i that is to fay, full of 
^^ himfelf J he always carries a fcglpel in his 
> M 3 *^ pocket 
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** pocktt to difieft tall people. Whoever mil 
^ give, inforftiat ion, concerning him, Aaft receive 
^ a thonfand ducats ret^ard, to be, paid at thc^ 
" Latin City, building by the faid ^dam, or out 
** of the comet of gold and diamonds which is 
^* ^m to fall oh the eartl>, according to the pre- 
** didions of the fard ^dam, philofopher and 
^ alfaffin/' 

* When Voltaire received th'eletter of Maupertuis, 
containing a challenge, the phyfician, Akakia, did 
not fail to return an anfwen^ He even endeavored 
to reftore him to reafon by the following moft 
conciliatory epiftle. ' 

«< LETTER from Do6lor Akakia to 
the Native of. St, Malpes. 

*' Mr. PresidenTjj 

*^ I R Alas received the letter with wluck you 
** hiOiMired me* You ioftwrm me tba* yua »e rrt 
^^ g^O(J bcaltfe^ thai: yqiar h^f^ ocmpka^y^o- 
^^ veted yom ftrengtb^ aiwi yott threaten to come 
^^ Z3&fk nmrdfer nae, if I pdU&fli the letter of La 
f^ BeaumdMB^* Wb^ h^gominaiei txmzsis youc 
^^ poor pbyficiaa Akalda ! , Yoib; ai»( not coonent-* 
^^ edwidt not pa^ng Jiimy but are det^cmiiied 
<^ to be hk^alEeu. Sucfa^a peocwding iauabe- 
*' coming the prefident :pS^ an academy, and a 

^* good 
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^^ igrk^ clui^Mf^jQVk «fe^ Pa^mU trie to doft* 
*^ gfam)9ie yf«^ cm the r^t^ni of yQ*r hcakh^ 
^^ }mt I bave nat (b n^ueb ftrei^th as ycm: I 
♦* bftv<f k^t my b^ tkk fbumghti and tfccrt- 
** fore muft efitie^ yeji to ddfeftr the ploiofophi- 
*^ cjil f xperia^nt you are ib deftr<5w of toriung., 
^^ ForlM^d yo^mom .M^ dtfied jaaf^ Wt oonfidet 
^^ I aw not n g»U &om TeFf$ Anftrftlit^ atid 
^ thi< my bram h h imail yo^ tiMi acqmr^ fio 
, ^^ new ideas, on the natwe of the f^, kbxn ih 
^* ex9n|ifi^tib& of m ftbtes. B^6<Je$, if you kill 
^\.rwy be fe good a^ t^ remember that M# <fe 1^ 
^^ BemdieUe has pifcHnifed he wiU fmrftie ifte to 
^^ h«W.. He will niO|t fall t^ go djithet aft^ nfe, 
^^ Amt i^^gh tfte hdky which is ixv be bored, by 
^^ yo^ ordeff to .the ^mter of the earths and 
^^ Whidt nii}ft lead ftraight down to heU^ .be m>t 
^^ yet begun, th^e aire other methods pf getting 
^^ thither. And he will take care that I ftoU fvifior 
^^ a« «qf^ iM treatiBeat k thfe other world as I 
^^ haiy^ e3n>e^ie6eed ped^outioa fron;^ y^ia this, 
^^ Can. yo^ f^nk of <}arryis^ your animofity 
^^ io far? Have |ht goodneis oiorepyer to con* 
^^ fider another partigular-rif you ^m but heat 
>* your invagination ji^ftiu^aient t;o pe^p into fu- 
^^ turity, you muft perceive that if you ccraie to 
*^ mArder me at Leipfic, where you are not more 
^i belftv^d t^xan any where eife, a^d where you^f 

M 4 ^' letter 
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^^lattr is dcpofited, you will run a rifle of 1>eing 
.'Mianged, which would too much haften the 
^^ :moment of your maturity, and be quite unbe- 
^^ coming the prefident of an academy. I would 
^^ therefore adVife you immediately to declare 
^^ the letter of La Beaumelle a forgery, and an 
^^ attack on your reputation, at one of your aca- 
**. demical meetings, after which you will per- 
*^ haps be allowed to condemn me as the dif- 
" turber of your vanity. 

^ "I ani ftill very weak; you will find me in 
^^ bed, and only able to throw my fyringe or my 
*^ <:bamber-pot at your head; but, as fooa as I 
^^ geta Uttie ftrength, I will charge my piftols, 
^^ cum pujvere fyrio, and multiplying the mafs by 
^^ -the fquare of the velocity, till the aAion and 
^^ yoti are both reduced to a cypher,* will lodge 
;*^ fome lead in your brain, of which it appears 
-^^ * to ftand in great need. 

- ' "^^ It is a fad thinjg for you, that the <5ermans, 
'* whom you have fo much defpifed, ihould have 
^^ invented gunpowder ; and you ought equally 
** to lament that they have difcQvercd the art 
^^ of printing. . 

^* Adieu, my dear Prefident, 

4^ " ' ^^?^s, 
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^*P.S. As wfe have here fifty or firfy per- 
^* fons who have ridiculed you prodigioufly, the/ 
^ .beg leave to enquire what day you intend to 
^* muYder them all" 

' ^^ It was h(q;>ed this laft. cordial would have 
^^ had fo good ao effed on- the acrimonious fpirit 
^^ of the native of St. Malcnes^ that he Wdiild 
<^ have defifted from his cruel experiments^ that 
«< he would no longer have perfecuted the Swils 
** nor therAfeakias, that he wotild have left the 
** Germans in peace, and that, heteaftcrj^ when 
^* his health: fliould be perfedly re^ftabliihed, he 
f^ might even have laughed at thc^ fymptcans of 
^* his malady. 

: ^ But the ^phyfician, Akakia, like a prudent 
^^ man,: was defirous not to hurt the cklicaey of 
^* the native of St. Maloes, and, humbly ad» 
^* dreffing himfelf to the Bternal Secretary of the 
f^ Eterpal Academy, wrote to him thus: 

^* To the Eternal Secretary^ 

'* I SEND you. Sir, the fentence of death 
^^ pronounced againft me by the Prefident, with 
f^ my appeal to the public, and the certificates 
^* of protedion granted me by all the phyficians 
^* and apothecaries of Leipfic. You fee. Sir, the 
f^ iPrefident does not confine the experiments he 

^^has 
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« lxis> pn^'efted I* waStA cm theigia«ts «f Terra 
« AtifttaUtf t^tlunn ateiie, b«r diat lic= ia dvTolueely 
*r c)«iereiined to fcpaciic m^ fouk f«om ny body ii» 
** thefe northern clintaies ; thh ifrthe fiirft thM thae 
'* a Prefident of an academy has wiihed to murder 
^ «iie <si kii( coTAtfeftMs^ Is diyt tb» prtftciple 
f< of tli« iMfli «aiM ? Wkaie :( tdrta^ iMtt }^ 
^ rtfcte PyfefiifitM } Otf l(& toft kand bt i^rmbxittcii 
** dno flfasi gvilr^ ^f Utg(kfi ai&0«ate» MAdi^iC 
^ oii llitp right/ fifd pNfreS' dMM katOfi^- b;^ h 

^ mvee i<«K ftbn. 1 dMnoe hinip uQsQkkgf Hi, 
•* 1^ ^im tltt Ffefidenc ihall iMito fciUdd, dif- 
<*>ilft^"a^toi4«dise« k wlilt be uicdSttf dtt 
*' read my eulogium according to l«Ddal>l«.duf- 
ff< imu li%6 U 4li«£sn ttf ^«£c«rSi ^Jtis, be Will 
^ 1(0 £Kf|fe\»hit eMbftr^S^} di' he Wis kaOMvVi 
<' to te iA th« cfi^e of the Utc Mstttchai de 
^ ^^iuscstatv ivb(Wa be kad not ttkd iretf weH 
*< while WmQ, S^atlki yoof be app^nttd to 
.** pr<Hiounce my Funeral Oration,, you too will 
** find' foftie' (Kfficutties. You are a prieft and 
r* My< i hate n» fuch holioefau Yeu soft a 
f^ Caltift^ I a Paptft ; yott are an XBtshoty toA 
** i&saatl; yeil me i» good bexkh^ and I am & 
** {df]^&siaat. Thwy Shry Mr atyoid-^fuKieraEoriV- 
^' t'HMtj aod leave . every .ome «C his. ea&, fe£ftt 
. **^ ae to ibe by ^< inrod hand of the fit&Ssrit^ 

««ae4 
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^ Md craft tat frofii dhc mbibher ctf fovac^A^ 
<< Too doxiott but be ienfible^ filkewife^ tBan as I 
^* am cctidcmiied to ^^aitk by Ehb &iueacc^ E 
^ OQgbt to be fidfc degradai4 iinlbr mcthmtfote 
f^ out of your lift, mi t>lic^ ttie wkb tbd ftdfi^ 
<f fisr KoMlg^ ^bb bsLs kui tbt intsfiwtvinc W 
» &a^ fedbn onbls Mi^ i Ihali patkatlf ttgedS 
^ (katb^lMg wUkthte4ciimhtal. 

*^ Pariterque cedentes ignovere jyVts^ ' ' 

'^ I awa, Sk^ xnctaphyficaliyj^ > 

;. /^ YourmpllhuBibk 

*^ And,aidft obedicxitfefvaiir^ . 

It witt iHMvbe n^offfefjptal^eak of the Uta^itf 
iilto too]i^ p(art in 1^^ qviarrei betwam lit de 

Sererftl t9#ke»^ flim^t^ in the dangev audi ^rjr 

df dkiir^vian^t; bw no ona t60k:-a tnor« dklin- 

guiflied part ii> it than La BiKa;um«H^y wbowats^ 

. tkea v«Ty young. He* wis Ftttunih]^ fronl Co- 

peftbag^ii^ and ftappod ibtnef ifti^ ait B^tio^ wKere 

fek' fitft caare was M pay a vifit m M. At Vcfknire. 

^ I bad no kfio\9Mgo of li^ {§s^ La B^au- 

. ^ metie) bu€ by bU ^mriiB; aiid fotm leffi^sts be Siadt 

^ writtteft ta Copenhagen, wbefc I tfTas Koyat 

^ PrqlriTor of th« Pfenflt BeHes Lettrcs, aiwf, in 

" right 
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<« right of that, Counrellor to the Ecclefiafticat 
f^ Confiftory. The fubjcd: of thefe letters was- 
** an edition of the French daflfc authors,^ which 
^ I bid projefted for the ufe of the Prmce Royal 
<^ of Denmark. Lord Tyrconnel, our Minifter, 
^ to whom* I addreflcd myfelf on thisoccafion, 
•^ tofai me, I ought to fktter M. de Voltaire, be- 
*' caufe he was a dangerous, and attach myfelf to 
** M. de Maupertws, becaufe he was a.^vorthy, 
*^ man ; and, perhaps, the only Frenchmanwhom 
<* the King of Pruffia Veally efteemed, 

«^ I did not follow this advice; the ftudies of 
<* M. de Maupertuis lying in a different line frorfi 
*' thole I had.jWofecuted. I alfo thought paffion 
^^ feemcd to influence Lord Tyrconnel, in the con- 
'^ tenijpt he teftified far M., de Voltaire, That 
<^ poet was then at Potfdam. I informed hini of 
** my arrival, telling him, that the defire of fee-. 
** itig three great men h^d brought me into Pruf- 
<* fia; und, thoy^ he was only the fepond, I 
<^ wevfld neverthelefe fee him firft, 

*^ I went to Potfdam, on the 14th of Novem» ^ 
<^ bfer, 1 751, and only faw M. de Voltaire, v^ith 
*^ tvhom I remained four hours, he having don^. 
** meth^ honor to invite me to dine with him. 
*^ ^c afked me a great many queftions, and fame 
^ very iniprpper ones. The tendency of mofi, 06 
•^ them w^s to difcpver whether I had any de*- , 

** figns 
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^ figns Ott the place of LaMetrieJ who waslatel/ 
*> dead ; but, as my bufinefs was of another nature, 
" and as this vifit was to pay him my trefpefts,^ 
^* and not to make him ftiy confident, tny an- 
** fwers only gave him to underftand he would 
*^ not be able to penetrate my intentions. ' 

" He afked me, who the othet two gr^t men 
^* were, whom I came to fee,, I told him, one of 
*< them' was the King. Oh, replied he, it is not 
'< fo eafy to gsdn admittance to the reverend Fa- 
*^ ther Abbot. And who might be the third? 
** M. de Maupertuis* He gave a farcaftic fmile; 
*^ and I thought I could perceive he would rather 
" I had anfwered, M. Peloutier; the author of 
" an excellent Hiftory of the Celts. 
' ** He difcourfed with me concerning his Age 
" of Louis XIV. and I fpoke of my Letters of Ma- 
*^ danae de Maintenon. He defifed to fee them, 
^* but recollecting that a manufcript of Sevigne's 
^* Letters, which Thiriot had lent him, had foon 
^* after been printed at Troyes, I refufed mine 
** with as much politenefs as if I had not remem- 
** bered that anecdote. He replied very abruptly 
** to my refufal, andwho ajks them of you. 

'* I endeavoured to atone, but I perceived my 
f^ efforts had little effect Knowing he was ex<* 
*^ travagantly fond of praife, I made continual 
*^ efforts at flattery; but in tbi« my aukward mo- 

"defty 
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^ 6t&f k&ttA me to kive but littfe ibccds. I 
^^ haw not fufficicftt effrontery perfonaUy to praiic 
^^ ekher thoTe I efteem er tboTe I defpife. 

<^ I left Potfdam ooo JSfiiKh diflttisfied with 
^ ML deVoltairc not tobe djafatisfied Mrkh myfelfw 
^< I had beeo ftlarmed tt the perfidy of hk imle, 
^ die ioequaltty <^ his temper, tberudehefs of 
^ bin ontBiier, ami the haribicfe of his char a&er» 
^ But inclined to pardon eirfciy diiDg m M. de 
<' Voh^rc, I 6sd to nyielf, I have Ti«ted this 
^ isan on au impax^r day, he has had an indi<* 
^^ geftion vi^uch has t^dered him deceitful, fe- 
^ vere, aad uofeelbg. What pity that the foul 
*^ ftottid depend fo mtich on the operations of 
** the ftomach ! 

^ On the firft of December I fecci?ed a letter 
^^ from him^ ia which he told me, I Ihoukl 
^^ h^hly oblige ^hiin if I would lend him A^ 
^^ TimghtSf a work of mine, of which he had heani 
*^ a great chartAer. I kmg hefitated. This work 
^^ was not comnran at Berlin. I did not wifli to 
^ make myfelf known there by a book, though 
*• I knew books of very little iperit had made 
•' the fortunes of their authors. In it I had praifed 
<^ the King of Pruffia, ^d did not defite my 
*^ piaifcs ihoidd be thought interefted. It was 
^^ fuffideat that thefe exclufive praifes had icai^ed 
*^ fome j<al9ufy tt Copcohagenj and I thought 

"it 
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^ k becietth me to jg^^ea raecit ia Prjuffin of ivjbat 
*^ had boctt wofidei^ as 4 cpi»c 14 Peiuiiarl;:^ 

*' Madmne cte ♦ ^ at length 4^nwri^ jne^ 
^. I font my h&sk t^ M. 4e Vojfi^ir^, wjith a let* 
** ter, in which I ccKWr^diaccl, in the ftfwgeft 
^^ tcni;iai, the report he had circulated, ihit I 
*^ wtflaftd t^ fiic^^cd l^a Metrie* 

f^ He returned it in dir^ days \>y hi# wlet <fe 
^ chimbre, bW without writing to i^iu The 
^^ 70th page wa$ jm^ked, iit coiutaiaed the jfol^- 
♦^ lowing words ; 

* Let us ex^piuie all hiij^y, lAcient or mo* 
^ dem, vm ihdl find po example of a Priooe 

* haviag givc» a peflfip(9t of fev^n thpiifeiKi 
^ cGpwns td a mm of lettierf, inerely beetle he 

* wu (wh. There have beea i^e^t^ poet^ chaa 
^ Voltaii^^* hyt never any fo well rewarded, be- 
^ caufe true taile fets no bounds to U| g^fts^ 

* The King of Pruffia heaps favors oa meii of 

* abilities, prwifely for the iame r^«loj|^ which 

* induce a petty Prinze of Gerinany to hfap fa- 

* rors on a buffoon or ^ dw^rf/ 

^^ The 7th of December the King came j5fom 
*^ fi^rUn to Potfd^m, wd with hicn cmm M. de 
^;^ Voltake* I paid him another vifit; h^ wcn- 
*^ tiottcd my book, and with jpew afperity made 
*^ mmj fcvere and judiciops remarks, with which, 
^ «; thii t^, X wag lax ftwB being ple^Ted, 

« but 
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** but by which I have fince. greatly profited^ 
*' He'faid, he could not have believed that my 
^* hafte to enter on my ptojed of the claffics, 
^* at Copenhagen, could have induced me to' treat 
^^ him fo ill as I had done in that book. 

" Surprized at this reproach, I afked^ what 
*' had given himf offence* He quoted, after his 
*' manner, the paflage I haVe juft cited; I rc- 
<* peated it literally feveral times, aflertitig, it 
^' redounded to his glory, and ftill more to that 
*^ of the ^ing. Then, replied he, I know not 
*^ what I read. Perhaps not, at this moment, 
** anfwered I, for it. is moft certain I have nei- 
'* ther really offended, nor intended to offend. 
^^ I explained the paflkge a thoufand different 
*^ ways, but could not make him undefftand it 
•^ in the only fenfe in which it could poffibly 
*^ be underftood. 

^^ However, alhamed, no doubt, of fo much 
'^ equivocation, he, at laft, fixed on the phrafe,** 
^ There never was any poet fo j^ell rewarded as 

* Voltaire/ -He told me, ^^ that what the 

^* King gave him w^s not a reward, but aij in- 
^^ demnification only, and added, in fo many 
*^ words, you have certainly fuppofed me a poor 
*^ man. I replied, I knew him to be very rich, 
'*^ but that it was not his wealth which rendered 
•*^ him fo eftimabie. He anfwered^ he had a 

<^ place ; 
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*' place; and was Chamberlain to the King. Ire* 
** peated his own retort on Congreve, and told 
** him> that, if he had only been Chamberlain^ 
*^ I fhould not have troubled myfelf fc come and 
** feehim^ 

^* This reply feemed to foften* He afTured me, 
** he had no objedions to the paflage in queflion ; 
** but that it would not be fo cafy to make^ my 
^^ peace with the Marquis d'Argens, who was nei- 
** ther a buffoon nor a dwarf ; or with the Baron 
*^ Polnitz, who, perhaps ^ * * *, but who was vesA- 
** Jy a perfon of rank ; or with Count Algarottij 
*^ who deferved much more refpeft ; or with M. 
^* de Maupertuis, who was prefident of an acade- 
^^ my, which he would never fuffer to be entered 
** by any one who had affirmed, diat tdiofe peribns^ 
** who were rather the King's friends than his jef^ 
** ters, were only buffoons and dwarfs* 

*^ I went to M. de Maupertuis, not vfkh a view 
** of entering into an explanation, but to affiire 
^^ him, I had not intentionally given umbrage. He 
** told me, it was true, that, at fupper, with the 
** King, M. de Voltaire had given a malicious inter- 
** pretation to a paflage in my book,; a? if I had 
•** meant to fay, the learned men of tl^c otAirt were 
'^ all buflbons and dwarfs, andt^e Ktnghimfetf a 
*^ petty German Prince j but that Count Algarotti, 
** having gone to M, de Voltaire's, and tranfcribed 
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-•^ the paflage, had brought it to him at midnight; 
'^ that they were both of opinion,Voltaire had pur- 
" pofely wrcftcd the fenfe } for that it contained no- 
'^ thing offenfive, it being evident, 1 meant to fay, 
*^ the King of Pruflia was as much fupef ior to other 
^ Princes j who take delight tn dwarfs and buffoons, 
'^ as the learned of his court were fuperior to fuch 
^^ dwarfs a*d buffoons ; that, probably, what had 
*^ offended Voltaire, was thefe words, which he had 
•^ not cited before the King, There have ieen greater 
*^ poets than Voltaire y but never any fo well rewarded. " 
*^ When I afked M. de Maupertuis, whether the 
>^* King was prejudiced againfl:;ne, he replied, he 
-** believed not, l^ut that he thought thofe at table 
'* were not very well pleafed to fee fo much heat 
^ manifeftcd by Voltaire, who dwelt much on their 
^^ being compared to buffoons and dwarfs : a copi- 
*^ parifon which the King might fecretly think very 
*^ applicable. 

^* M. de Maupertuis added, if 1 thought the King 
^ prejudiced againft me, he would advife me to fend 
*^ him my book, as the beft method to undeceive 
*^ him ; which I did, not by Darget,* whom I dif- 
. ** trufted, but by M. de FrederefdorfF, Valet de 
** Chambre, and Grand Treafurer to the King ; and 
*^ to this I was advifed by M. de Maupertuis. 

* " Unfortunately, I told Madame de ***, that I 

* Then Secretary to the Kbg of PrufEa, aad % friend of M. 
acVoluirc* 
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*^ had written to the King, and fenthimmy^book. 
h This lady, being the intimate friend of Voltaire, 
** told it Hini again, arid Voltaire, no doubt, took 
*' meafiires with Diarget th^t the King flioiild nei- 
*^ ther fee the book nor the letter. After having 
^ been referred feveral times for an aiifwer from 
** FrederefddrllFtoDarget, arid from Darget to Fre- , 
*^ defefdbrff, always in a niyfterious manner, I re- 
^^ ceived a letter froni E^arget, in the King*s name, 
*^ containing feveral things wliich were irtipoffiblc 
^' to come frdm the Kirig. 

*^ However irritated 1 might be at fuch a pro- 
^* cedure, which 1, with iufficient reafbn, attribu- 
** ted td M. de Voltaire and liis party,, 1 did not 
** think proper td break entirely with him. A ty- 
'*^ ger may be won by carefles. I weiit to fee him 
*^ on the 3aof January,! 752,in company with M. de 
*^ la Laride, the fariiewho, at twenty yfearsofage, 
*^* without cabal, or the intrigues of women, was 
*^ admitted into a fdciety,* of which it is a glory tb 
^^ become a member at forty, lie was witnefe to 
^^ my reception frdni M. de Vdltaire. He faw the 
^^ command I pdflefled of iiiyfelf, my mildnefs, 
*^ coinpafliori, arid the refpeft I thought due . to 
*^ great abilities, real or fuppofed. I muft have 
** been deeply imprefled with a defirenot to be on 

. '*^ L*AvaiimU des 'Sciences. 
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'* ill terms with fo great d man, fince my moderation 
'^ was Co remarkable, that M.de la Lande, who is 
*^ himfelf fo temperate, expreffeshis aftoniihmenj 
^* at it to this day. 

^^ The fixth of the fame month, appeared my 
•^ Ode on the Queen of Denmark. It was thought 
*^ very poetical, and fo it was for Copenhagen, whi- 
^^ ther I fent it ; and for Berlin alfo, where there arc 
^ perhaps fewer perfons of tafte than at Copen- 
^^ hagen. Though^he Countefs of * * had re- 
'^ quefted M. de Voltaifc not to give it a bad cha- 
*^ rad:er, he decried it to the King. I was not hurt, 
*' but I caufed him to be inforihed, that iny verfes 
'^ were, at leaft, better than his conduft, or hi$ 
<^ Epiftle againft God. 

*^ The King, dining in public, after fpeaking of 
** this ode, faid, I had a coUeffcion of the letters of 
^^ Madame de Maintenon, but that, pi^obably, the 
** manner in which I had acquired them, would not 
*^ fufFermetoprove their authenticity. M.de V(rf- 
^^ taire was the only perlon to whom 1 had ipoken 
*^ concerning thefe. letters; I had afliired him, I 
'^ came properly by them, and. had ho. doubt but 
^* they were genuine, though I was not acquainted 
^^ with any of the relations or friends of Mad^e 
* * de Maintenon. He thenT)elievcd, or pretended 
** to believe, they were pirated. I forgave him 
'* this Ihaiijeful conjefture^ andforgave his having 

'* HUidc 
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«^ jwdc it pMblip ; itwas^perfeftly cpnfiftent witl^ 
5« thc'logic of his heart. 

^^ Madame de * * bow my complaints to Mi dc 
*« Vojt^rc, who ackoowledged he was miftaken, 
f^ but afterwards fpread arepcwrt, that this cojlec- 
^ftion, which 1 4id- was fo valuable, might b? 
f ' had at St. Cyr fpr four louis. • This was taking 
5* a ftrange advantage of the little, knowledge the 
^^ Germans have of the ladies of St. Cyr. 

*^ This faiihoodx:ame to th^ ears of the Queens. 
*^ I had the fatisfadion to pndeqeive them, by let- 
^^ ter^, which perhaps afford few proofs of my dif- 
^^ cretion, but whiph dete&ed the deceit of my, I 
^^ would fay, enemies, if I knew of more than one. 
^' Madame de * *, who had flattered herfelf Ihe 
*^ fliould be able to reconcile us, reproached M. de 
^^ Voltaire with this new ad of hoftility. He denied 
^^ it, and faid the report firft originated at Lord 
^^ Tyrconners. This was true, but he it was who 
*^ firft Taifed it there. M. de Voltaire had excited a 
** coldnefs towards me in Lord Tyrconnel,to whom 
5* I had been ftrongly recommended, by perfuad- 
^* ing this nobleman I had deceived him, in pre- 
" tending to intruft him with the true reafon of 
*^ my journey to Berlin- 

" On the 27th of January, I had an adventure of 

** gallantry, which wa^ attended with fomedifagree- 

^' ab)e confe^ucuces. I was robbed^ so the houfe of 

N 3 ^* a Captain 
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f^ a Captain of cavalry, by that very Captain hiw^ 
*f felf, whofe name was Cochius, and whofe wi^<f 
*^ had coquetted with me at the opera, where fhe 
f^ was in compsaiy with the maids of honor of the 
*^ Queen. Count Kfake, governor of Berlin, a man 
f^ educated in the liatred of the French name, took 
^^ as adtiye a part, in this affair, as if it had happened 
*^ with his own wife, and related the matter, to the 
*^ King, with as much falfe paflion as if he had 
*^ not fpokeri to a Prince who was the fincereft 
5* of the lovers of truth. 

**.I was condemned without either being exa- 
f^ amined or confronted with Captain Cochius, 
*^ who, after having been my aflaflin, had the e^- 
*' fronfery to become my accufer. 

*^ I was condudied to Spandaw, but not con- 
^' fined in the citadel. I wrote from thence tq 
*^ the King, Count Podewils, the Prince of Pruf- 
f' fia, and the Grand Chancellor. I claimed the 
** proteftion of thofe laws which had all been (q 
'^ gr6{sly violated. 

" My friends were few, and they without in- 
*^ tereft. Every one abandoned my caufe, though 
^' every one knew me to Be innocent. M. (le 
^' Maupertuis alone had the honefty not to laugh 
*' at the recital which the King, unacquainted 
*^ with the truth, made of my adventure; an4 
.^< the fortitud'c-to fete the tranfadion in fuch'a 

^' ■ ' ■ '■"' ■ v.m 
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^ iigtit as to diferm his Majefty of ridicule, W 
^* whcrni he faid, that though what Captain Co* 
^^ chius had alledged were true, the Captain was 
f^ not Ae lefs culpable for having exceeded his 
^^ authority, and plundered me of my property. 

*^ M» de Maupertyis having prepared the King 
^* toliften to the truth. Count Podewils acquaint- 
^^ ed him with the real fadts in a letter. M. Hake 
*^ received orders to make me reparation. The 
^^ King, io his letter to M. Hake, of which I 
f ^ have a collated copy, exprefsly fays, he greatly 
f^ laments ,my iriisfortune. Commiffioners were 
f^ named who did me immediate juftice. Captain 
f^ Cochius and his wife were, within three "days, 
f^ feized, examined, confronted, judged, condemn- 
^* ed and puniihed. A lettre de cachet CQpfirmed 
*^ their fentence. 

*^ The eighth of February, on my return from 
f^ Berli», the Countefs of *** told me, M. dfe 
f^ Voltaire had openly declared his deteftation 6f 
^^ the villainy of Count Hake, and that, if his ad- 
^^ vice had been followed, all tlie Frepch in Bel'- 
f^ lin would have thrown tbemfelves at the feet 
^* of the Queens, to implore the protedion of the 
f^ laws, which had, in the perfqn of a Frenchman, 
^* been fo violently infringed. 

^^ I now yielded to n^y fenfations of gratitude, 
f ^ gnd ^ defire of reconciliation, and went to re-» 

N4 * . '-mm 
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¥ titfn bun thanks. He receivtd my BJchMW'^ 
?^ Icdgcmcnts as if they were his due, and we 
f ^ procnifed totally to forget the paft. 

*^ That wry day I learned, froto M. de hi 
" Landc, the fervice rendered me by M. de Mau- 
^^ ptrtuis, and heard, from the Baron de Tau* 
f^ benheim^ that M. de Voltaire had &id at my 
*^ Lord Tyrcotoncl^, my affahr was nothing to the 
^* French, becanfe I was no Frenchman ; or, if I 
^^ were, I had been baniihed frcMn France; w, if not 
^ finom France,at leaft from Denmark ; or, if i had 
^^ not been banifted from Denmatic, I was cer* 
^ tainly a bad chriitian, and on that account un-* 
f^ worthy the proteAion of the Minifter of the 
'^ nK>ft ChViftiaa King« He had faid a hundred 
^^ things of this Icind in k bantering way j ^and, 
^ among others, that the French Minifter had 
^ feverely ptmiflied the perfoti who had intro- 
^ duced my book, entitled. Mis Pen^s, (My 
^* Thoughts) into Paris : and, in ihort, that I was 
^^ deeply mvolved in debt ; though, when I wa$ 
^ arreftcd, I only owed forty livres to the inn- 
^* keeper, far which fum, though it was wterly 
^* impolfibk I ihoiild pay it, at that moment, my 
^ goods wefe leiaed, plundered, and loft. AH 
^ this was not news from the King's fupper ; I 
f* learsei it ffoin commcjn repprt. 
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<^ I faequefted Madame dc ** to inform M^ de 
^* Voltaire what I had heard, and to let him 
^* know how happy I ihould be, would he con* 
*^ tradift the dTertions of which he was faid to 
^^ be the author. 

' ^* On the fourteenth, he fcnt to me twice, dc- 
^* firing I would come to him. I fuppofed Ma- 
^* dame de ** had interfered, and that he wiflied 
*^ to'juftify hirhfelf. Scarcely ^as I feated before 
^^ h^ faid, I am very forry to underftand, there 
^^ arc fevcral copies of that book, in which the 
^^ King's Chamberlain is treated as a buffoon and 
*^ a dwarf, in circulation. I replied,-that before 
^^ our treaty of peace, I had given a dozen to a 
^^ bookfeller ; that the preceding day I had bought 
*^ half of them, which had coft me 250 livres, and 
*^ diat, therefore, there were but fix copies 
^' abroad. Six copies ! anfwered he ; they are fo 
*^ many tiaggers ! I did not promife you, returnf 
^' cd I, to buy up all the copies, I have done 
^^ what I have done out of regard to myfelf. I 
^^ expefted thanks, and you load me with re- 
^^ proaches. I dK)Ught this difputc had been at an 
** end, but you refume it again with more afpe- 
*^ rity than ever* What ftrange condudt ! After 
/^ having taken a turn or two in his chamber, he 
^* told me he had difcovered a way to remedy the 
♦^ wr(M>g, You may cancel the flieet, and infert a 

^^ new 
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f^ new one, In which you may difavow the ftip- 
f^ pofcd fcnfe, by giving a new turn to the paf- 
^^ fage. I replied, I did not admire fuch an ex- 
^* pedient, that the book was already made public 
'^ in Paris, that therefore a cancel would anfwer 
^* no purpofe, and that I knew w* what to fub* 
'* ftitute. How eafily could he have relieved me 
•'* from this latter embarraffment I 

** Are you not preparing, faid he, a fecond 
f^ edition > at Hamburgh ? Yes, anfwered I, but 
f^ your name cannot be inferted ; nothing wiH 
*^ remain in it but what has fome relation to laws 
f^ and government. It will contain the names of 
f^ none but great men. Rut M. de Montefquieu^s 
.^^ will remain? Moft certainly ; without himnei- 
f' thcr I nor my book can live : but M. de Mon- 
** tefquieu is a great man in a fcience which it- 
5^ felf is truly great : whereas poets are great only 
f^ in trifles. Befides, I am much furprifed you 
** ftiould wifh your name to have . a place in a 
f^ work fo reprehenfible, and which you have 
f ^ fpoken fo ill of to Lord TyrcorineK 

f' Since you do not underftand me, laid he, I 
f^ have done with you* Moft willinglyi replied 
^^ I, and give me leave to obferve, I have been 
f^ thus defirous of keeping terras with you, only 
IF* out of refpeft to the public. At thefe words 
f 5 his vifag9 grew inflamed, his features lengthen^ 
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ff ed, his eyes flafhed fire, he foamed at tlje 
f * mouth, and placed his arms on his fides with 
5* a kind of majeftic frenzy. You would have 
5* thought hini adting one of his own tragedies, 
f^ Is it "thus, faid he, you treat an officer to twp 
f^ Monarchs ? Is this your treatment' of the 
f^ Chamberlain of the King I If you are diflTatis- 
f^ fied, retorted I, I will treat you differently. I 
f^ leave you to your choice. 

^^ The Countefs of** endeavored to reconcilp 
^^ us once more. She undertook to anfwcr for 
f ^ M. de Voltaire, who never could anfwer for 
f* himfelf. This was a bold undertaking. Her 
f^ adyicje wa^, that we ihoulcj write to each other, 
f^ fince it was not poffible for us to meet wjthout 
f^ quarreling, and that I fliould write firft. A 
f ^ fevere Ilipulation this ; but when we are con» 
f ^ fcious of being in the right, ttifles are difre- 
** garded. I followed her aavice, and ihe ap- 
f* proved my 'letter, although it was tindlured 
f ^ with an air of fuperiority, which we oftei^ af- 
^^ fume without perceiving it, whep we are wri- 
f^ tmg to a perfon who has afted unworthy of 
f * his character. 

<^ The next day fhe brought me the anfWer of 
f^ M« de Voltaire, which I would not receive, 
f * becaufe it was not figned, and becaufe, inftead 
5^ of acceding to terms of amity, he had only 

f anfwcrcd 
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" ^Gfw^red the ixjfe&m of my letter, i^t ccm^ 
plained I bad refyfed him the title and honor of 
Qeptlerow ip Ordinary to hi$ M^efty^ which 
is ftill prefcryed to me, faid he, by the Km^g. 
^/ About thi3 time appeared hH Ag^pfLpuis 
" Xjy. I affirmed, as did all peffon^ of tafte, that 
*^ jt was fijll of defers, of trifleSf and of witticisms. 
f * Some Germans fcemed en^hajited with it^ and 
^^ t drew up a critiqye, p.vurpofcly to undeceive 
^* them. M* de Voltaire wa^ informed of this by 
*^ the Counted of ^^j^ to whom I told all t^efc 
/^ kind of fecr* ts, bccayfe I kpew fte would tell 
«^ them him again. To conceive his anxiety, it 
^' is neceflary to have a tboropg|i Jawwledge of 
** his vanity. 

, *VMadame de -** g aye me. to underftand, M* de 
*^ Voltaire woyldtake.an exemplary vengeance, 
*^ aad that feveral Soyereijgns would grant hkn 
*^ their fupport* I anf\wered, had ihe commanded 
/* me <o facrijSce my works to my refpeft for 
" her^ I ftiQuld not have hefitated, but that, 
f' by repeating Jto.me the mienaces of M-de Vol- 
*^ taire, both ihe and he had put it out of my 
♦' power to retraft.** 

, In faft, Mf de la Beaumelle^publilhed the Age 
pf Loyis XIV, with notes feverely critical. 
. M'' de Voltaire replied by a Supplement ftill 
.^tnpre feyete thw the notes, apd atlaft procured 
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the auttior to be imprifoneci iil the fealtille. M, de 
la Beaumelle, on his enlargement, publi^ed. In 
anfwer to the Supplement to the Age of Louis 
XIV, fome vferjr fatirical letters, which wefe re^ 
printed in 1761, and the two authors, frdm that 
time, never ceafed to load each other with abnfe. 
Among the fcandalous reports, which M. de la 
Beaumelle had propagated m Pruffia, there were 
feveral which deferred refutation, and this prin- 
cipally engaged M. de Voltaire to write the fol*- 
lowing letter, which is not to be found it his 
works, 

A LETTER from M. de Voltairb 
to KoENiG, after his leaving Prufi^ 
and his arrival at ft'fancfort on th« 
Maine. 

Your martyr is arrived at Francfort, and Co 
weak as to have a very near profpeA of that un- 
known country where we fhall learn the principles 
of things, and difcover what is that motive force, 
concerning which we reafon lb profoundly in thefe 
nether- regions, but of which 1 am at prefent 
nearly deftitutc. I have, as I told you, been un* 
deceived with refpedt to the falfe ideas given m^ 
by your enemies, about relative and abfolute wh^ 
city; but it is more difficult to Ihake off the illu- 
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fions of this worlds and thofe fenfations which 
attach us to it> even to the laft moment of lifel; 
The fenfations I have felt, for having taken your 
part, have been fufficiently fevefe; yet I do not 
repent, and I Ihall die in this feith. It always 
appeared to me abfufd to make the exiftence of 
God depend on A plus S, divided by Z. 

What would become of the human race, if it 
were heceflary to ftudy mechanics and aftronomy 
to be convinced of the exiftence of the Supreme 
Being. He who has created us all, ought to be 
manifeft to all, and the cbihmoneft proofs are 
the beft^ becaufe they are common. We only 
ftand in need of the affiftahce 6f biir eyes, and 
not of algebra^ to perceive the fun. God ha^ 
provided every thing neceflary for our fmallefl 
wants, and to be certain of his exiftence is bur 
greateft. He has granted us fufficient affiftance 
to obtain this certainty^ But as it is by no means 
neceflary we ihould know what motive force is, and 
whether it is or is not a property (gflfential to m^ter, 
ivc are ignorant of its nature, but we talk about 
it. There are a thoufand principles which efcape 
our utmoft refearches, becaufe the Creator did 
hot intend We IhOuld Ufiderftand all his fecrets. It 
has long been imagined Nature does eVery thing 
the ihorteft way, employs the fmalleft force, ancJ 
is the greateft oeconomift poifible^ But what will 
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the maintainers of this opinion reply to thofe. who 
demonftrate, that our arms employ a power of nea: 
.fifty pounds to raife a weight of one pound ; that 
the heart exeifts an immenfe force to exprefs a 
fingle drop of blood ; that a carp lays ten thou- 
fand eggs to produce one or two other carps ; and 
that an oak yields an innumerable quantity of 
acorns^ of which, very frequently, not one be- 
comes a tree. I ihall always think, as I wrote to 
you long ago, that pfofufion, rather than oepo- 
nomy, is the charafteriftic of Nature. '/ 

As to your particular difpute with your adver* 
fary, the opinion that juftice and reafon ore oh 
your fide, gains, with me, continual ftrength. You 
know I did not declare for you till you had ki^i: 
me your Appeal to the Public. I then openly 
proclaimed what has been fince repeated by all 
the academies, and I befides took the jliberty to 
burlefque a very ridiculous book which your per- 
fecutor wrote about the fame time. 

All this has plunged me in a multitude^of mif- 
fortunes, which ought not to have arifea from fy 
Hight a caufe. This alfo is one of the profufibns 
of Nature. She generates innumerabJle evils, whick 
ipring up in fwarms from the fmalleil feed. 

I can afifure you, our common periecutor ha$ 
paid no attention to his favorite law of parfimony. 
He took out the fpicket from the tun of evil, 

when 
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when hi w« in the prefence df Ji^er. What 
a^fttige Ming ofTy to p^{^ fr6m Ju|>!t^]'-t« La 
Beaumelle ! How ean he e^ctife his wa^ of feiifibi- 
lity in tdfkig up againft tne fo mean ftneiieiiiy i CaA 
he prevent ki being known that he p^hW^d, neit 
img fittce, a MettkAt by La Beitifrielle, fevifed 
ind €Offea:ed by hJttifeif ? Is it not t^rell kntowii 
tifhefe he fefided from the firft to the foiirth erf 
Jaft May t tmder the tti^e of Moifel^ to h^ve t^ 
Bbel ^inted ? li not the bookfeller kn6wn> and 
thai; Francfoft h prilited in tha title pag^. What 
dn empteyment for the Pfefidentof ctn Academy ! 
Ontite twfelfth of Miy he feift a copy to his S6- 
tene Highnefs the Diike of S^jce Gotha^ hoping; 
by that- to deprive rtie of the prOteSion uad ki^ 
tjieft witfe which I was honored durlr^ my illneft 
at Gothak. This was bad calcHfetion f6r a ma.- 
thematidiaft. La Beaumelle wad confined in the 
RifkiUe fjroifi the 22d of April, for having infuked 
citizens, and fovereigns in two wretched pufelicj^ 
, tions ; he could hot therefore fend to ©Otha and 
other co\^rts of Gerrhany this ridieokms MemkJir, 
j^i^nted in his n^tne; this is an argtsnent cot 
<o be refuted. It is in the fpeeies ^ probabilities 
what yours are in that of de!^nl!riatf6ris. What 
1 tiiott to you, about k year ago, is certaitffy titae. 
Artifices are the worft weapons for men of lettert. 
'f hey iftiagine thenrfelves politicians, and thef 
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are only knaves; There is no policy in literature* 
We dught to ftate faSs, fpeak -truth, and die 
martyrs. But to caufe one^is friend to be condemned 
for forgery > to v'aunt of moderation for being abfent 

I when fentence was pronounced againft him, not to 

reply td the clearfeft proofs, to pay the pen of a 
hireling with the academy's moneys to aflbciate 
with the meaneft of fcribblerS, be engaged in 

I nothing but cabals, and perfonally to accufe whom 

we have perfOhally oppreffed, theft ads are to the 

i everlafting difgrace of the human underftanding. 

I The Belles Lettres are commonly a field for 

• difputeSi thefy are on this occafion a field of battle. 
We are no longer amufed with laughable and in- 
nocent jells on the diffeftion of giants, or on the 
method of heating the imagination to look into 

I ■ • futurity: 

- ' Ludus enlm trepidumgenuit certamen et iraniy 

I It a. truces inimicilias et funebre beUum. 

I I do not difpute, when the queftioh turns on 

I poetry or eloquence ; it is then an affair of tafte, 

I and every one has his own. I cannot, by making 

I a man yawn, prove him in the wrong. 

I reply to the critics in any quellion of philo^ 
I fophy or hiftory, becaufe on thefe fubjefts we may 

fometimes make feven or eight readers, who will 
give us a quarter pf an hour's attention, under- 

O ftand 
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ftand reafon, and I fom^imes reply to calumnies, 
becaufe there are more r^ers of flanderoiis libels 
than of ufeful books. 

For example, Sir, when n>y enemies prQcl^m, m 
print, I informed an illuftriovis author you in- 
* tended tq write againft his works ; I reply, yoji 
know 'by incooteftible proofs, not only th^t this 
is falfe, but that I have always done the precifc 
contrary* 

When they dare aflert, in periodical publica- 
tions, that I have fold my works to three or four 
bookfcllers in Germany and Holland, I am obliged 
to anfwer, they are liars^ fince there is no book- 
feller in either of thofe countries can fay I haye 
ever fold him the fmalleft manufcript. 

When they affirm, I falfely aflTume the title of 
Gentleman in Ordinary to the King of France, am 
I not forced to fay, that, without ever adding ti- 
tles to my name, I have neverthelefs the honor 
to pofTefs that place, which is ftill continued to' 
me by the King, my mafter? 

When I am attacked concerning my birth, ought 
I not, out of refpcft to my family, to anfwer, I 
am born the equal of thofe who hold the fame 
place with myfelf ; and that if I have fpoken 
with modefty on this fubjeft^ it is becaufe that 
very place was formerly occupied by the Mont- 
morencies and Chatillons,? 

When 
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When they declare in print a certain Sovereign 
faid to me, ^ I continue your penfion, but forbid 
you to appear in my prefence/ I reply, who- 
ever advance4 this abfiMrdity has lied, impu- 
dently^ ' • 

-When it is faid, in* Journals and Gazettes, 
that I publiflied the variations of the Henriade 
under the name of M. Marmontel, is it; nqt like- 
wife my duty to declare, this is falfe ; that M«. 
Marmontel has written a preface to one of the 
editions of the Henriade, and that the Abb6 Leng- 
let Dufrenoy, had before publiihed the variations 
at Paris? When they aflert, I am the author of 
^know not what bpok, entitled. The Beauties of 
th^ French Language; 1 anfwer, I have never 
read it; and I fay the fame concerning all the 
impertinent pieces which anonymous writers cir- 
culate in my name, a name indeed,^ but too well 
known. 

When my enemies publifli a pretended letrter 
from Lord Tyrconnel, I am obliged to give the 
lie publicly to the calumniator : and, fince he fa- , 
bricates thefe wretched libels to: gain a little mo- 
ney, I declare myfclf ready to maintain him as 
long as he lives, if he can prove a fingle fad: he 
has advanced. 

When they affirm, 1 Ihall foon write againUr 
the works of a dignified author, whom I rtiuft 

O a cfteem 
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efteem to t!he laft moment of my life, I reply, 
that^ till now, flander was ca»fined to the paft, 
^nd never extended itfelf to. the future ; that this 
is heating the imagination too much, and that I will 
make the firft who-haathe audacity to write againft 
the Auguf! Perfbnage, alluded t6, rep^e«t his te- 
merity. 

When they affert, I have falfely boafted thtre 
is an edition of the Heririade honored with the 
preface of a Sovereign ; I anfwer, it is not true 
1 made any fuch boaft, it is not true that 
this edition cxifts, and it is not true that this 
preface, which really does exift, has ever been 
improperly cited; it has always been cited in tha 
cditii^i* of the Henriade, fince that of M. Mar- 
montel, and was written to be placed at the head 
of this poem, which the illuftrious Sovereign, of 
whom I here fpeak, intended to have had engraved, 
a double honor done to this work. 

When it. is aflerted, I have ftolen a Madrigal 
from the late M. de la MoJte ; I reply, 1 never fteil 
verfes, I have written but too many, and have 
given both verfes iand money to feveral young 
writers, without tliefe fadts ever having been men- 
tioned, by me or by them. 

. In this manner. Sir, am I obliged to refute 
the llanders with which 1 am every day loaded 
by varbus authors ; fome of whom are entirely ' 
\inknawn to me, and others indebted to my ge- 

y - nerofity* 
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nerofity. I might alk them, why they take part, 
with fuch vehemence, in a quarrel in which they 
are not concerned ; and why they ftill continue to 
perfecutc me on the very brink of the grave ? But 
I afk them nothing; continue to defend your 
caufe as I defend mine^ There are occafions ip^ 
which we ought to fay with Cicero, * 

Seipfum deferere- turpijfimum eft. 

When we die we fliould leave proofs of our 
friendfhip to oor friends, repentance to our ene- 
mies, and our reputation in the hands of the 
public. lam. Sir, 8fCt 

We come pow tQ the different places in which 
M. DE Voltaire refided, after the adventure 
at Francfort : we ihall fpeak of his retreat near 
Geneva, and in the Pays de Gex, and of the 

\ troubles he there .encountere4f 

M* i>E Voltaire having left Francfort, where 
lie had experienced fo many difficulties, conti- 
nued his jpurney to Mayeiice, Here he flopped, 
^ to dry his clothes after his fliipwreck/ He went 
from thence to Manhtim, and the Eledor Pala* 
tine received him with all the refpeft due to fu« 
perior abilities. He left the court of this amia- 
ble and beneficent Prince, and paffed fomctimc 
at Strafbourg, in a houfe without the city, where 
be faw no company, except a few intimate friends. 

O3 H. 
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He was then employed on his Annals of thp 
Empire, which were publiflied by Schopflin at 
Colmar. The defire of fuperijitending the im- 
preffion of his bookinduced him to go to that 
city, the fituatipn of which pleafcd him extremely^ 
He requefted the Duke of Wirtemberg to grant 
him, on an improving Icafe, a^ old cha,teau at 
Horbourg, near Colmar. This propqfition had 
been agreed to, but for Father Crouft, Superior 
of the Jefuits at Colmar, and brother to the Con- 
fefibr of the Dauphinefs^ who beheld with regret 
an ini&del in that city, intent on propagating the 
principles of free-thinking, and obliged M. dc 
Voltaire to feek another afylum. 

Marechal ]R.ichelieu, who was defirous to fee 
him, had appointed to meet him at Lyons. Vol- ' 
taire went thither, and there continued near three 
months. He would have flayed longer, but Car- 
dinal de Tencin, Archbifhop of that city, looked 
on him with an evil eye; Voltaire paid him a vifit^ 
but met with a very coW reception. The Cardi- 
nal even wrote tgainft .him to court, and feid 
to thofe.who fpoke in. favor of his continuance at 
Lyons, tou know not Mow much mifchief he hat 
dene here^ / 

The health of the French poet begto to dc^ 
cline, through labor, the fatigues of travelling, 
and pining, at not being pcrniittcd to return to 

Paris, 
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Pai^s. It Is tjue he was not fornrally baniihed, 
but feveral, works, attributed to hkn, and minu- 
fcript copies of the Pitalk, which began to be 
ich-cnlated^-had incenfed againft him the chiefe 
of the law, the gofpel, and the government. 
He forefew difficulties which threatened to em- 
bitter the remainder of his life, and therefore de- 
Ijermined to^* retire ta a free country. 

His heakh wa? at firft the pretext for this re- 
fblution. He was troubled with ap obftinate fci- 
aticf^j for which the remedies of the phyfician's 
of Lyons bad bean in&ifficie^it; and refolved to 
confolt the celebrated Tronchin, who was rifing 
tBtcy ^at reputation. To take the benefit of his 
advice more eafily, he purch^fed a houfe near 
<jcneva, called Jjes DeUces. The Oenevefe ph)r6- 
cian removed his diforder, not fo much by the 
ufc of medicine, as by fubjedting him to a re^^ 
rnen, 'aiadprefcyibing patiepce, the firft of all re- 
medies. - 

The fituation of this houfe w^s, during the 
furnmer, extremely agreeable. M- de Voltaire 
wifhed for a winter refidence, and bought another 
pear I^ufanne. This nqw retreat was a delight- 
ful fpot, *^ There is not (fays he, in a letter to 
*^ M.'Darget) a finer profpedt in the world than 
^' that from- my houfe. Figure to yourfelf fif- 
f^ tttv^ windows in front ; a* lake twelve leagues 
P 4 ^' Ipng, 
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* long, prefenting itfelf to the eye, and ano- 
^' thcr four or five in length; a terrace which 
*f commands the profpeft of a hundred gardens^ 
*^ while, at the bottom of mine, the fame lakQ 
ff appears like a vaft mirror, beyond which we 
^^ fee the fruitful fields of Savoy, overtopped by 
^^ the Alps, that lift their heads to the fkies and 
^^ form a prodigious amphitheatre. In one word, 
^^ iijj^gine a houfe in which I feel no inconvenience, 
^^ except from flies, during the moft rigorous 
" wintei:; and which has been ornamented by 
f ' Madame Denis, with all the tafte of a Parifian;^ 
There was at that time a feledt fociety'of ami- 
able ladies and refpcdtable gentlemen at Lau- 
fanne, who amufed themfelves by performing 
plays. M. de Voltaire and Madame Denis, his 
niece, wifhed to partake of this entertainment. 
•They were not fatisfied with merely inftrufting 
the aftors and afSrefles, but played themfelves in 
feveral pieces, efpecially in Zaire, in which they 
gained univerfal applaufe. The Baron deCore- 
von. Lord of the Pays de Vaud, wrote to M. de 
Voltaire, after the performance, and paid him ^ 
very fluttering compliment. The poet replied, 
on a card, " Zaire and good old Lufignan are 
^* much obliged to the Baron de CoreVon. Such 
^^ are the perfons they are ambitious to pleafe.'* 
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, Voltaire was not only ambitious to pkafc, but 
fiicceeded. He flattered both in verfe and profc, 
and rendered himfelf agreeable by fprightly fel- 
lies and ingenious compliments. Yet he preferred 
Les Delices to his houfe at Monrion, near Lau- 
ianne ; but did not long enjoy happinefs there, for 
be could only perform plays by ftealth, and could 
not reconcile himfelf to the the perriwig-pakd fd^ 
iows of Geneva, for To he ftiled the magiftrates, 
who interrupted his amu^jeiments. He treated 
the piinifters with as Uttle refped, calling them, 
in his fatirical verf^, buffoons in Ihort cloaks; 
church fycophants, and preachers pf ftolen fer- 
pons. This, in a great meafure, occafioned the 
troubles he met \yith there ; but he concealed the 
|:rue reafon, apd rather chofe to attribute his not 
being able tq enjoy his feat at Les Ddices to Jean 
Jacjues Rouffeau. 

" He (fays Voltaire, in a letter to the Che- 
^f valier de Eezai) incenfed againft me feveral 
ff citizens qf Geneva, enemies to the magiftracy. 
*^ He excited then^ to, render the cquncilofGe- 
^^ neva odious, ajid tq reproach it for fufferhig, 
^f contrary to law, a catholic to acquire pOffcf- 
^5 fions in their territories, though any citiien 
^5 of Geneva may purchafe eftates in France, and 
^f enjoy places in the finances. Thus this man, 
f ^ who preached up liberty of confcience at Paris, 

«^and 
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". itnd whQ jbad fo ijalich need of toleration him- 
^^ felf, endeavored t6 eftablifli in Geneva tke moft 
*^ dpprefiive and Fidiqulous bigpti'y. 

*^ M. TroiKhia, feimfelf, heard one of the iq- 
^^ hj!bitants> who tej$ long bec?n t1>e principal fire* 
** brand of the republic^ afieft, that it was ab- 
*^ iblytely neccflary to take M. Rotafieau's advice^ 
**. and rett^jJve jtk? frctax Les DcliceSy whkh is 
*.« fituatcd in the fielghbotrhdod of Geneva^ M? 
*f TrancHin, wlio 19 a^ ttfpcQtahlt a man as he }f 
•^ an exceBent pfeyficiati, warded off this blo\y 
f ^ aSipefl at toe^ thoo^ he did not infonn me erf 
*f it tiijl femg after. I thtik fore&w the troubles 
*^ which ifpviid foott arife in^ the fittk RepubKc 
^ ofGeacT»^ap4 rcfufed figntng a Ufc-lcafe^ &c.** 

This peffagc d^trly j^oves^ tlwtf: M, de Vol- 
taire had a patty formed aga(inft him at Qeneva^ 
but it is far from* proving Roufleaiu was tS^e heaxf 
of that piarty. 

Whatever may be the truths M. de Voltaire, 
li^ho forefew the ftorni which threatened him, en- 
deavored to procure an eftate in Frarice. He pur- 
chafcd Tpurnaiandf Fernei, and fixed his refidencc 
in dxe latter, the cafiiepf which he rebuiit. Here 
he received, fooaetimcs as Lord of the Manor 
ibfxd fisjietimcs as philofopl^er, the homage of 
Prinees, Literati, and all thofe whoftfe curiofity 
induced thrai to become hi&' vifitotSi Fernei had 

been 
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hfym a lordfiiip, abfolutely free frofti all* Inipoflt 
.or dues to the King, from tjae time qf Henry IV* 
Ther^ were not two eftat^ 3 iji the kingdom which 
poffef&d the like priv'degesj^ The King confirm- 
^ them to hkn by brevet, 'and granted him a 
peniion.of two thoufand Hvrei^, m 1 761 ,iricfependent 
q£ that h^ alre^y pqfleflfed, aijKl the other favors 
pf the cotitt- What wa§ there tv^aating to coat- 
pleat his happinefs ? Nothing. But his fondirefe 
for writbg <ni fiAje^^s .wjbich he ought to have 
treated with mioure refpedl. The frenzy of d^ 
taining, not only aidnurers of bis taknts, but par- 
tifans to hi$ opiplons^* once more jdifturbed hi^ 
jfepofe. 

In 176^, ftfter the i^lancholy afl&ir whicV 
ibrought the Chevalier de U Barrc to the fcaflfoM, 
^e feared beb^ ^refled^ bccaufe the.Philofo-- 
phical D^ionary was often quoted durii^ the 
jtrial of th^t rafli headlong youth. Ife then: 
rcfbived ts«^ retire to Weflfetj a city m the jurif^ 
didtioii of the King of Pruffi^ For that he had 
thus refelved fufiicientty appears, from a letta- he 
>R?rate, o» the fobjeft 6f fuch a report having bceip 
ipread^ which was not without foundation. *^ It 
ff is trufi^ (writes be) J felt the greateft and moft 

* Mr* Sherlock fays, in hk letters, that Voltaire was -Always 
ambitious offcruBding a religion, but he certainly deilroyed 
jmore than he founded. 

^' durable 
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^ durable indignation, but I did not take this 
<* fuppofed refolutioa. I might have done it, 
f^ had I been younger and more vigorous : but 
<^ to tranfplant at my age, and in my infiro) con- 
^^ dition, is very difficult, I Ihall wait under the 
*' trees I have reared for that moment when I 
^^ fhall hear no more of thefe hqrrors, which make 
<^ ,us prefer the bears of the mountain to ape» 
^* and tygers in the Ihape of men.*' 

The fears of M. de Voltaire were foon after 
revived, and he had rccourfe to a new expedient, 
peaceably to enjoy his retreat at Fernei, ]tfe pre-» 
tended to be converted. 

In 1768 and 1769, all the Gazettes were- fille<^ 
with the recantations, confeffions, and communis 
eatings of the author of the Philofophical Diftion'^ 
ary. He fent them hunfelf to the Editors of the 
Gazettes. This is not a doubtful anecdote. | 
have had in my poffeflion one of his letters, fent 
to the editor of a provincial paper, which has ai^ 
cxtenfive fale both in France and foreign countries. 

M- de Voltaire's taking the facrament on Eafter 
day, }T(>8y in the parifh church of Femei, and 
afterwards making a difcourfe to the people, af^ 
fembled at the foot of the altar, againft theft, on 
account of his having been robbed of a cow, ap- 
peared a great impropriety to the Bifhop of An- 
neci* That prelate did not coaceal his opinion 

from 
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ftom M. de Voltaire, who defended liimfelf'as 
well as he was able. Their letters are to bq found 
at tlie end of Voltaire's Tableau de PEjprity ^nd in 
Other books ; we fhall not, therefore, make ex- 
trafts. 

We Ihall only add, that M. de Vbltdtd, at 
Eaftcr, 17^9, fearing to be refufed the facra* 
ment,' took advantage of a fever with which he 
was then attacked, to ftnd for the Hoft as a 
viaticum. He had fent for the curate of Fernei, 
offering to make all requifite declarations and pro- 
teftations,' whether public or private, andtofub- 
mit-timfelf to whatever was cuftomary; At the 
fame time, a Capuchin, of Gcx, was procured, 
who performed what his duty required, while 
Voltaire appeared to be dying. The declarations 
made on this occafion, by the pretended convert, 
have been fo often printed, that repetitions are 
ufelefi. 

The curate of Fernei, knowing that on the 
very day when Voltaire faid he was dying, he had 
walked in his garden, and had fpoken in terms of 
the higheft ridicule of thefacred ceremony which 
had juft been performed, perceived he had been 
again made a dupe. He fliewcd an extreme cool* 
nefs to M. de Voltaire, and the Capuchins of Gex 
refufed to be feen any more at the caftle, though 
die latter called himfelf their fpiritual father. He had 

indeed 
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indeed letters of affliation to their order, wiiich 
he had elegaatly framed and placed in the moft 
confpicuous part of hi»houfe. As tjiefe letters 
are fometimes given without being filled up, a law-* 
yer at Grenoble had obtained fome ^nd fent 
them to Voltaire I but it is falfe^ that they had 
been immediately addrefled to him by the Gencrd 
of the Order^ as he laid and wrotp* 

Voltaire, however^ received the Capuchins 
when they came to vifit him, very pditely ; but, 
notwilhltanding his profeflions of friendship, he 
could not refrain from a few witticifms* He at 
feft bellowed alms on them, but latterly refufed, 
on account of their denying him {qmp little fer* 
vices. 

M« GtQSy his curate^ obt^ed likewife fv^sn 
him affiilance for the {)OGNr and the tick, but had 
not the lame fuccefs m fuch appHcationstohim as M. 
Hugonet, the prefent curate of Ferner, a wife md 
moderate man, who feeing to how little purpofe 
it was to endeavor the cpnverfion of Voltaire, con- 
tented himlelf to live politely and on good terms 
with him^ withoi^t my great famiHarity, and to 
folicit charity for the poor of the parlfli. The 
J^qrd of Eernei feldom cefufed, becaufe he really 
cileemed him, wd wa6 xiot ii^enfiUc to the fi^^ 
io^ of others^ 

Wc 
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We forgot to rd^c, th« whea M* 4eVolt^ire Ma^C 
his pretended preparsitioii for the facramefit, he 
caufed Bourdaloue's fermotjs to be re^ to him white 
he was at table^cfpecially if any porfoo pf efecJt had 
any dif^or iadir^ft connexion with the Biihopof 
Anneci. He paraphx?afed the mo& ftrildiig paf- 
fages, and added rema«k$ which mvift have made 
great impreffion on thofe who were .$ot nware of 
his fecret cfcfigns. * - * 

By thefe exterior appcara^^ces of reUgiqh, he 
hoped to iilence the Btfliop of AmtQip who had 
written ta court to procure the removal of this 
leader of modem free-thinkers from his diocefe^ 
But tills prelate was not to be fo deceived, he 
being well informed how much the behavior of 
Yokaire was inconSftent with his pretei^ded con- 
verfion. He gave the falfe peoitent to underftand, 
he Ihould not change his opinicHV till he changed 
his condud:, and Vcdtaire, having infurcd his (afe^ 
ty by the power of his pattons, and the refpeft 
kifpired byhis^ age ajid abilities > eodeavqired no 
longer to d«:eive his Bifhop, but openly attacked 
Itim with lifdictile aadfattre. 

/This was iadeed the gie»er»l fiyle of hi$ eon- 
verfation, as well as his writings, towjsgrds all tfepfe 
who had difpleafed him, dr who,: in a moment of 
vacancy, might afford himL a fubjed^ for laughter* 
How often was if ather Adam, the comp^oii of 
' his 
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his fetreat, presented to ftrangers as not thejirfi 
man of the world ? How ihaiiy tittles, when dif- 
coyrfing with the Capuchins^ has he talked q{ our 
Seraphic Father St. Francis ? This repetition of the 
fame jells was not perceived by ftrangers, who 
only called at Fernei td pay him their paffing 
Tefpedts ; but appeared fomewhat irifipid to thofe 
who heard them daily* 

The converfation and behavior of Madame Denis 
was, in general, much more pleaiing^ though lefs 
replete with wit. Almoft all travellers h ave praifed 
her affability aftd polite attention. ** This Lady 
*^ (fays one of them, who wrote in 1 7 ^^4) has long 
*' been the companion of her uncle, and is de- 
^ *' feryirlg that honor for her undetftanding, her 
*^ acquaintance with feveral fciences> her tallc in 
*^ various atts> and her talents for mufici She 
" play^ bdth comedy and tragedy equal to the 
/^ beft adrefs in Paris ; it is even faid, Ihe has 
^^ written fevetal dramatic works> which do her 
** much honor, though her modefty conceals 
*^ them with as much care as any other woman 
^* would take to make them known. She is faid 
** to have written a part of the charming comedy 
*^ of Nanine. . * 

" Her tender attachment to her uncle has 
** been always the fame ; though about the year 
*^ 1767, it was pretended tliey had quarreled : 

but 
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y '^ but this wds only 'a pretext for Rex journey, as 

** it is now Well known flie weht to Paris to follcit 

\ " pdrmifllori for her uncle to return to tHat capital, 

^^ and to remove the obftacles thrown in the way" 
^' of this projeft, by the decrees iffued againft 
" certain works, attributed' to M. .d'e Voltaire. 
^' Though ffie did not iucceed, rfie yet enjoyed 
^^ the fatisfadf ion of endeavoring to ferve an un- 
^^ clfeihe tenderly loved, and* whom £he has fre- 
^^ queiitly reftored- to peace arid mild content, in 
" thofe moments wheii tbe violence of crlticifm, 
^^ arid apprehenfioris, fometimes not ill founded, 
** haraffed and diftiirbed the tranquillity of his . 

« life/' : ^' '' 

After this recital of intermingled Vexationf, Dif-- 
putes; Difappointtnerits, and brilliant Succefles, 
we next Ihall recapitulate'foriie of thd generous 
Adtions which have fignafizfed the Life of Ml 
deVbLTAiK^. ' ' > • ' ' 

I9 M. de Vdlfiatrt .was oteqfioftally. too* pafSrao* • 
nioUj, as' has been' aiTerted^ itcisitiKHi be d^ied- 
but hfe made an. hohbrable ufe' df his* fortune in 
his retreat. Hd wa^tlweiirft. whoendedvored to 
vindicate the memory of John Calas, whofe hifr' 
tory we Ihal^ here givfe, fdr the- ben^fir of tihofe 
readers who are bwt- impctfcdiy- acq\^3Haited 'Oprith 
that flrange and cruel affair. 

P Thii 
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This unfortunate old man, aged fixty-eight, 
had tfxercifed the profeffion of a merchant M 
Touloufe more than forty years, and was efteeme^, 
by all who had lived with him, an indmgent pa- 
rent. His wife, himfelf, and all his children 
were proteftants, except one, who had abjured 
thofe principles, and was allowed a fmall penfion 
by his father. He was fo far from, being actu- 
ated by that fpirit of fanaticifm which loofens all 
the bands of fociety, that he approved the con- 
verfion of his fon Louis Galas, and had retained 
in his houfe, for thirty years, a maid fervant, 
who was a zealous catholic, and who had brought 
up almoft all his children* 

One of the fons of John Galas was a man of 
lea.rning« He was confidered as a perfon of a 
violent and melancholy temper. This young man 
being incapable either to enter into trade, for 
which he was unfit, or procure himfelf to be ad- 
mitted a lawyer, becaufe he was not able to ob- 
tain certificates, that he profeffed the catholic 
religion, refolved to put an end ^o his life, and 
even hinted his defign to one of his friends. He 
confirmed himfelf in this refolution, by reading 
whatever had been written on the fubjeft of 
fuicide. 

At length, having loft fome money at play, 
he chofe that very day for the execution of his 

defign. 
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deiign. A friend of his, and of the family, named 
Lavaiffe, a young man, nineteen years of age, and of 
an amiable difpofition, the fon of a celebrated Ad- 
vocate at Touloufe, had arrived in the evening 
from Bourdeaux, and by accident fupped at the 
houfe of Galas. The father, the mother, Mark 
Anthony, their eldeft, and Peter, their fecond 
fon, fat down to table together. After fupper 
they retired into a little parlor, and Mark An- 
thony difappeared. At length, when young La- 
vaiffe was about to depart, Peter Galas and he 
went down ftairs, and found Mark Anthony 
hanging in his (hirt, at the door of the warehouft, 
and his cloaths folded up and lying on a counter. 
His Ihirt was not even rumpled, his hair was 
combed finooth, and there was no wound nor 
mark of violence on the body. 

Some fanatic, among the populace, cried out, 
that John Galas had hung his own fon, Mark An- 
thony. This, in an inftant, ran unanimoully 
among the multitude, and others prefently added, 
that the deceafed intended to have abjured his 
H^rftrs ' the next day, and that his family; and 
young Lavaiffe, had llrangled him out of hatred 
to the catholic religion. A moment pailed, and 
this was no longer doubted. The whole city wa3 
perfuaded it was an article of religion, among pro* 
P ^ tcftants. 
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teftants, that parents fliould rather murder tJieijc 
children than fuffer thein to become catholics. 

The Sieur David, Capitoul of Thouloufe, ex- 
cited by thefe rumors, and wiihing to ihtW his zeal, 
4(3:ed in a manner which neither law, precedont, nor 
pradice could juftify. The family of Galas, the 
Catholic fervant-maid, and Lavaiffe were fent to 
prifon. Thirteen judges affembled every day to 
try the accufed. - There were eight voices againft 
five, and. the wretched Calas was condemned to 
be broken on the wheel, though it deemed im- 
pofiible to conceive bow an old man of fixcy-^eight, 
who had long been extremely infirm, and\afBi^4 
with a diforder in his legs, fliould have been 
able, alone, to (brangle his fon aged eighteen, and 
poffeffihg more than commom bodily flrength. 

The motive for pafling, this fentence w^ as in- 
conceivable as all the reft of the proceeding The 
judges, who had voted for the puniflunent of 
John Calas, perfuaded the others that this infirm, 
old man would not be able to refift his tortures,, 
but would confefs, under the hands of the execu* 
tioner, his own crime, and that of his, aecqpoft 
pi ices. They were confounded, when they foiuyi 
the venerable fufferer died oa the wheel> calfwg. 
God to witnefs his inno9encc, and beleeQhit;ig,hiw 
to pardon his judges* 



pigitized by 



Google 



[ 213 ] 

They were obliged to iflue a fecond arret, cog* 
trary to their former judgment, to fet at liberty 
the mother, her fon Pet^er, young Lavaiffe, ajui 
the ibrvant-maid. But one of the counfellors coh- 
vtnced them, that this arret, ^oatradided their 
former one, and condemned themfeJves, fince tl^e 
accufed were altogether at the time of thd fuppofed 
parricide, and to fet at liberty the furvivors was 
dcmonftratively to prove the innocence of the 
FathtT, whom they had executed. 

M. de Voltaire was the firfl: who arofe to coin- 
bat opprejflion and unravel myftery. Struck with 
tire impoflibility of the crime imputed to Calas 
tlic father, he encouraged the widow to petitioit 
-the King for juftice. His pen, his labors, his 
fortune, and his credit were all employed in be- 
half of injured innocence. This fenfibility did 
as much honor to his hqart as ever did his writ- 
ings to his underftanding. 

While this affair was in agitation, the Marfkal 
tie R * •^, who happened to be at Les Delices, re- 
quefled an account of it from M.de Voltaire^ in pre- 
'"ISlfcb of a numerous company. The author of the 
Henriade related every particular, with eloquence 
IbfCrcible, and fo affeding, that he drew tears 
from the Marfhal and all prefent. M. de Vol- 
taire then introduced one of the Galas', who was 
in an adjoinj^g room, ^^^ ^^^ Marlhal de R * * 
P 3 fpoke 
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fpoke to him as follows : *^ Sir, I am convinced 
^^ your father was innocent, I feel moft poig- 
** nantiy for j^our misfortunes; you may rely on 
^^ my intereft and fupport: fince you no longer 
** have a father to ferve and proted you, it is bc- 
^* come my duty/' Such aftions, which would 
ennoble an obfcure pcrfon, cannot but render the 
man of rank and fortune ftill more illuftrbus. 

But let us return to the endeavors made by M. 
de Volts^re to repair, as much as in his power, 
the dreadful difafters of the family of Galas. His 
widow wept, in folitud?, thelofs of her hufband 
and her fon, and was only prevailed on by the 
foHcitations of fome beneficent perfons to throw 
herfelf at the King*s feet and implore his juftice* ' 
She offered to prove that her hufband had been 
unjuftly condemned, and intreated the counfel to 
examine her caufe with the utmoft rigOr, and in- 
fli& on her the moft fevere puniihment if flie 
were guilty. The conimiffioners named by his 
Majefty examined the proceedings at Touloufe, 
and on Saturday, the ninth of March, 1765, forty-' 
two judges uhanimoufly declared the former «lift. 
void, and that Madame Calas, her family, and .all 
who had been accufed, were innocent, anfl rein- 
ftated in their rights, with cofts, damages, and 
intereft. She left the palace amidft the acclama- 
tions 
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I tlons of her judges, and the- furrounding fpec- 

tators. 

, - Louis XV, having been informed that the fa- 

mily of Calas 'had been declared innocent, did 
not confine himfelf to an aft of fruitlefs and bar- \ 
ren juftice ; he heaped his favors on the unfortu- 
nate widow and herfon, and ordered them to 
be prefented with 36,000 Kvres, (1500 pounds). 

Another affair, of nearly the fame nature, foon 
after engaged the attention of M, de Voltaire. 
In 1 76 1, at the very time the proteftant family 
of Caks was in prifon, it happened that a daugh- 
ter of the Sieur Paul Sirven, a.Calvihift, Commijaire 

L 4 Tarter, in the Pays de Caftres, was Ihut up. in a 

lion vent at Caftres, called La Mai/on des Regentes. 
This young girl was much diftreffed at her fitu- 
ation; Ihc loft her fenfes, and fome time after 
threw herfelf into a well in the middle of a field, 
far from* her father's houfe, and near a village 
named Mazamet, \ ' 

The judge of that village direftly iffued his 
^1^ * <.walran^ againft , the father, the mother, and the 

► Iftgart of the decfeafed. On this news Sirven af- 

• feaaibled his friends ; they all were certain of his 

innocdnc^/'^but the fate of the family of Calas had 
filled the whole province with terror. They ad- 
vifed Sirven not to expofe himfelf to the confe- 
quences of a bigotted profecution. He fled with 

P 4 his 
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his wife ,and daughters .in the 4cpth of lyifttff* 
This unfortunate company were neceffitated ta 
traverfe, on foot, mountain^ Qoye^d with fiiQW. 
Pne of Sirveii's daughter^, who b^ad beep u^arrie^ 
but ^ year, jbrought fortlj \cx child, without ^f- 
fiftance, in the midft of froft and fhpjv^ aAd, thougI;i 
half de^d herfelf^ waj fprced to carry her dying 
infant in her arnxs. At length, having arrive4 
at a place of fafety, th^e firft news they heard 
was, th^ the father ?nd mothpr had been con- 
demnedto death, the twp • fitters declared equal! jF 
guilty^ and baniihed, their gijods cpnfifcated, an4 
that nothing remained for them in this world 
but difgrace and mifery.. 

M. 4e Voltaire, to. whom they applied in this 
wretchec} fituatign, gifted thepi as heJhad affiflsed 
the Calas. He addrefled himjfelf to all the fo-, 
v^r/signs of Europe, ]ivljo were willing to partake 
in the glory of prote^i^g the family of Sirven. 
'Hie King of Denmark, the Landgf^ye of Hefle, 
the Duchefs of Sajsfe Qpfha, the Princefs of Naf- 
fau Saarbruck, the Margravef^ of Baden, and^liq^ y^p 
Princefs of Darmftadt, equally 4ftffie(3;ed by (hiB^ ** 
innocence and mifeyies qf the Sirvens, hafteneji J; 

t9 beftow their fever^ bounties. The King of 
I^rulSa ifomediately fent thexp 9 hundred q^ow^^ 
and offered to repeiye and prpteA tj^e^;) in ki^ 
dpminions. 
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Tj)e Kiogiof DoDm^dc roade ^heoi ^ cotifider- 
able prefent, the Emprefs of Ruffia did the fame, 
9&d accoKppa&ied her gift Wkii thefe words, writ- 
t^ witi her own band. Woe to Persecittors. 

Hie Kiog of Polaad^ incited by what Madame 
^ Gjssffxm fiud, ivho was then at Warfaw, tranf- 
Boitted tkem a prefenc worthy of himfelfj atnd 
Madame deiGeoffrin fetan exauiple tp the French, 
by fi^loisring. that of the King of Poland. 

M, de SToitaire, employing to the beft advantage 
tti^fq benefa£tii|p,' gar^ the caufe of Sirven into 
tbi? bands ^.the ableft advocates in Paris, who 
had the generolity to refufe the money configned 
tfc«n as their fees. . 

M* £la£ dfi Beauinoot, author of a Memoir, as 

ekiqueht' as it was convincing, iignaiized himfelf 

by his difimierieftednefs, no lefs than by his oratory. 

Sirven, confcioys of the juftice of his caufe^ 

a4i^f efled himfelf to the council, who referred him 

tpitbe pafUament of Touloafe, by which he was 

depl^^d innocent. Thus the generolity of M. de* 

|r;jM^ VqSlijre wis not exerted without eSed:. 

M? We JxmA ccgifefs, to th^ praife of this poet, 

M that /rom the time he rcfided in the neighbour- 

. hoo^ of Geneva, he rarely ncglefted any op- 

p0rti)|>ity of protecting or alfifting the unfortu- 

I n^t^i th^ foUawing *arie fome examples which, 

* though 
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though not commonly known, are not therefore 
the lefstrue. 

The Jefuits, in the time of Father La Chaife, 
confeffor to Louis XIV, had obtained the confii^ 
cation of fome lands, the annual income of which 
was a hundred crowns, which lay contiguous to 
the eftate of M. de Voltaire, and formerly be- 
longed to a poor gentleman, in a village named 
Ornex, This donation had been n^ade them for 
the maintenance of a miflionsBcy to convert the 
proteftants. Thefe lands becan^m^oon after, hy* 
other acquiiitions, worth four or five thoufand 
livres per annum. 

About the year 1754, the Jefuits of Omej^ 
were defifous of extending their pofleffions by 
purchafing the eftatc of fome minors, which lay 
yer]^ convenient for the reverend fathers. This 
eftate belonged to feven young gentlemen, officers 
in the army, who were brothers, and of fmali 
fortune. The Jefuits, at that time, were ftill in 
credit, a^d nobody expe^ed the diflblution of 
their order Would happen fo fuddenly. _^ ^Bfeiplj 
obtained letters patent, from the^imcil|7&^j^^ 
fefs themfelves of the eftate of thefe minorstoV^Hf*.' " 

This affair was nearly concluded, when an ac* ^'^ 

count of it reached M. de Voltaire. He det^- 

mined, to defend thofe. whom the' fathers were 

^bout tp deprive of the lands of their anceftors. 

• He 
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He depofited the money in the town-houfe of 
GeX, and at lengtl>, after long litigation, the par- 
liament of Dijon pronounced a decree in favor of 
thefe yoang officers ; who, at prefent, are in pof* 
. feffion of their eftate, and blefs the parliament and 
M. de Voltaire. 

He has eminently fignalized himfelf by his 
beneficence to his tenants. Having been inforlned 
that a worthy man, a tenant on his eftate at Fcr- 
nei,"was in prifon for 7500 livres, (312 pounds) 
he gave orders to pay the debt. It was objedted 
that his tenant's whole wealth confifted in a nu- 
merous family, ' and that the money muft be loft. 
*^ So much the better, replied M. de Voltaire, 
^^ we.neyer lofe when we give alms, and, by giving, 
^^ reftore a father to his family, and an honeft man 
** to his country/* If he adtually loft this Turn, 
it muft be confefled he enjoyed what was far 
more affeSing and delightful than all the fplen- 
dor of the courts in which he had lived. He 
beheld the tears of tendernefs and gratitude Ihed 
hytn honeft family, and received the benedidtions 
of the people tf Femei, who no longer ftiled him 
theif lord, but their father. ^ 

This was alfo the epithet beftowed on him by 
Mademoifelle Comcille, Who inherits one of the 
moft celebrated names in literatui^e. Jean Fran- 
cois Corneillc^ the only male defcendant^ and fon 

of 
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of a coufin-german of the famous Peter Corileille, 
poffefled nothing but his illuftrious name. He 
cajne to Paris hoping' to amend his wretched fitu- 
«tion. The French comedians^ on the tenth of 
March, 17^0, afted Rodogune for his benefit, 
which produced him 5000 livres. (208 pounds). 
Out of this he fet apart a fum, to give his daugh- 
ter, then fcrenteen years of age, an education 
fuitable to her birth and promifing genius. M. fc 
Brun, Secretary to the Prince de Conti, wrote to 
M. de Voltaire in favor of this niece of the great 
Corneille. 

** I is but right (faid M. de Voltaire in his an- 
^^ fwer) that an old foldier who has fought under 
*^ the great Corneille, fliould endeavor to be- 
** friend the grand-daughter of his general ; but 
** when we are building caftles and chtirches, and 
" have poor relations to provide for, but little 
** remains to affift, as we could wift, a perfon 
'^ who ought only to be affifted by the greateft 
^^ charadters in the kingdom. 

" I am old : I have a niece who is fond of al! 
*^ die arts, and fucceods in feveral* If |Jic ^er- 
** fon you mention, and with whom you are with- 
?* oiit doubt acqiteiatcd, will accept of a genteel 
*^ education under, my niece, &c will treat her 
^J^ like her owa daug^er* * 

M.de 
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M. de V6ltair«* kept hfs word. He married 
MademoifeUe Comeilte advantageoufly m M. Du- 
pui, a captaiit of cavaky, and gave her the pro- 
fits of a new edition ©f her uncle's worksi which 
be gubliflied in 1762, in twelve volumes, oifbiva 

The village of Femei is much indebted to 
him for his embellifliments of the parifli church, 
on which, after having repaired it, he placed the 
infcmption, ' D^se^ erexit Fhliaire, 1762. 

AiK)thep obligation which the Pays de Cex har 
tei Voltaire J is, the great encouragement Ike gave 
to agriculture. ^' I have purpofely chofen^ fays 
'^ he, one of the worft pieces of ground in F5rancc, 
*^ta build on, and cultivate the ungrateftili foil; 
*^ which cannot be ploughed but by the united' 
^^ ftrength of fix dxen, and which, producing only" 
*^ three grains of corn for one, had Been a con- 
^^ fteint burthen to every poffeffbr. I determined 
^^ to try if it were not poflible, in fome meafure, 
^' to change Nature by labor and' perfeverance, 
^* and my attempts on this defert were not ab- 
^ rolutely unfuccfefsful. A wretched hamlet, 
^ which ,%|cdy confified of fifty-five peolr 
'^* creatures, wba experienced nothing but dif- 
^^ eafe and' mifei:y in the extreme, is changed' into 
*^* a neat little village, by confequence more* 
" healthy, and contains already near three hun- 
^^dted inhabitants* A little piece of ground; 

*^ more 



Digitized by 



Google 



C "» } 

" more barren than the worft part of Cfiam- 
*^ paigne, which, in derifion, is called the Loufy^ 
** has produced harvefts; and I' have received 
** ten for one, every year, from lands the pro- 
" duds of which never exceeded three, or per- 
*^ haps two for one, in two years*** 

It cannot be denied but a country is greatly 
benefited when jendered fertile. This benefit 
became ftill more perceptible when M. de Vol- 
taire obtained, under the miniftry of M, Turgot, 
letters of franchifement for the Pays de Gex. This 
little province became free. The extraordinary 
fales of fait and tobacco were fuppreffed, by let- 
ters patent, ftipulating an indemnity to the King; 
for this fuppreffion. This indemnity was fixed 
at 30,000 livres, to be levied from all the lands 
within this flip of earth. 

We have related the ads of benevolence and 
favors 'M. de Voltaire conferred on others, we 
now {hall mention the . honors and rewards he 
obtained for himfelf. M. de Voltaire having been 
introduced at the age of twelve into the beft po^- 
pany of Paris, early enjoyed that refpeft and 4n* 
fluence which is confequent on an intimacy with 
the great. His Oedipus, which piece bad amaz- 
ing fuccefs, introduced hiiji into the principal 
families of France. As he was exceedingly thought- 
lefs and wild in his youthful fallies, during one 

of 



Digitized by 



Google 



[ a*3 3 

of the reprefentations of this tragedy, he wan- ' 
totily held up the train of the high prieft, while 
the adlor who performed the part was in one of 
the moft tragic and interefting fltuations. The 
Lady of Marlhal Villars, having enquired who it 
was that appeared fo jocular, was informed it was 
the author. She dirciflly fent for hini into her 
box, and treated him with fo much diftindtioni 
that Ihe infpired the young poet with a kind of 
paffion. 

He wrote many verfes on her ; the following, 
which he prefentcd to her, with a copy of the ■ 
Henriade, are ftill remembered. 

ficlovM by yon, by you infpirM and charm'd ! 
Your beauties, erft, I fang, with grace and ikill ; 
^ Uprofe this work while you my bofom warm*d ; 
This work were pcrfcft, had you lov'd me ftill ! 

Marflial ViJlars Ihewed him no lefs kindnefi 
than his Lady. He firft introduced him to ^ar- 
Ihal Richelieu, whofe friendlhip iand protedtioh 
he rolained during fixty years. 

,5f h^ ftinc^ of Conti, father of him who is fo 
celebrated for the actions of the Barricade of 
Demont and Chateau Dauphin, wrote fome verfes 
to him after the reprefentation of his Oedipus, 
and always expreflfed the greateft fricndfhip for 
him. M. de Voltaire one day faid to him, ^^ Mon- 

*' feigncur. 
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'^ feigneur^ you will become a great poet, and I 
^ muft procure you a penfion from the King**^ 

Bwt what moft raifed Voltaire, in the opinion of^ 
the ^ubiic, was the regular correfpendonee \i4iicfr 
tDok place, in 1735, between him and tfhePrincef 
Bioyal. of Pruffia. That Prince, having mouated; 
the thisone, was defirous of feeing the man whofc* 
\m^ He fo much admired, and M. de Voltaire' 
went to Berlin in ijj\o. Frederic loaded him 
with honors,- J'prefented him to the Queeri, his* 
mother, who admitted him to her table,- and en- 
tertained, him with a grand- review, which was 
followed by a magnificent repaft, confii6ng of 
more than fixty covers,, at which the French poet 
was placed by the iide of the Marquis, de V^lori,. 
minifter fro^i the court of France.- On his r*- 
turn- the King, gave- him a letter of recommen^ 
dation to the Princefs of Brunfwick, his fifter, 
conceived in terms cxpreffive of the grcateft 
efteem. 

What Frederic afterwards did to engage hitn 
to refide at Berlin, in 1750, has been already lAen- 
tioned, and is well knowm Received every whefc 
with fo much diftinftion, living with an illuftri- 
ous Monarch, we may fay, on terms-of the moll 
fafniliar intimacy, fought after by the Great, and 
enjoying freedom, even in a court, he continued 
in uninterrupted pofleffion of thefe high favors, 
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till his qu^frel with Maupertuis. He had alone 
penhiffiott to be i*erved from the Kmg's table, and 
when the marriage of Prince Henry with the 
Princefs of Hefle Caffel was celebrated^ Voltaire 
had the honor to dine with the Roj^al Family, 

Even after his difgrace^ the Margravefs of Ba- 
teith honored him with the mofl flattering marks 
of her friendlhip* That Princefs was gobdnefs 
itfelf* She it was who, in 1758, reconciled Voltaire. 
to the King of Pruffia, her brother* That Prince 
continued afterwards to write letters to him, full 
of gaiety, wit, and philofophy; and erefted his 
ftatue in his beautiful manufactory of Porcelain, 
with an infcription moft proper to flatter his 
Vanity. 

The Emprefs of Ruffia, no lefs attentive to pay 
her court to a writer whom Fame had made her 
interpreter, bought watches to the amount of 
50000 livres, from the manufaftorics Voltaire 
had eftabliftied at Fernei. 

She fent Prince Koulofki to him, to prefcnt 
him with fome magni^cent pelifles, and a boi 
turried by her 6wn hands, ' ornamented with her 
portrait, and twenty diamonds* One would have 
imagined, faid Voltaire of himfelf, one was reading 
the Hiftory of Aboulca^n, in the Arabian Nighri 
Entertamment, 

CL This 
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This Princcfs, the King of Pruflia, andfevefal 
other fovereign Princes, who had honored Vol- 
taire with their vifits, or their correfpondence, 
fubfcribed towards a flatue, which was'ereAed in 
• 1770, by fcveral of the literati of Paris, and to 
which J. J. Rouffeau himfelf alfo contributed : a 
noble revenge for all the injuries he had fuffered 
from the philofopher of Fernei. 

If Voltaire appeared left in favor at the court 
of France than in other foreign courts, he never- 
thelefs'poflefled great influence there; efpecially 
during the miniftry of Bellifle and Choifeul, The 
Marchionefs of Pompadqur always patronized 
him, Ihe procured him the place of Gentleman 
in Ordinary, and his title of Hiftoriographer of 
France. The rewards he afterwards obtained 
would have been much more confiderable, had he 
refpefted what every good citizen ought to re* 
fpedt, religion and morality; but Louis XV| 
jullly incenfed againft him for the dangerous 
works which continually iflued from his retire- 
ment, thought he fliould injure Chriftianity if he 
appeared to favor one who openly avowed him- 
felf its enemy. He " frequently exprefTed his dif- 
pleafure fo as to alarm him, but th% menaces he 
fometimes uttered, that he would have him im- 
prifoned, continually ceded to the folicitations 
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bf Voltaire's proteftors, and the natural good dif^- 
pofition of that monarch* 

tiefdre we proceed to the laift Tranfaflilons of his 
Life, we Ihall give a brief Account of his Dif- 
putes with various Boofcfelkrs ^ atid of the Origin 
bf his gteatWbalthM 

M. DE Voltaire, perceiving that bookftllers 
grew great on the labors of authors, early refolved 
td 'free himfelf from their yoke. He began by 
printing his works at his own expence, by which 
means he received all the profits of his labors ; 
but he did not fefleft, that the bocikfellers^ jea- 
tous of the giins he made, would o'ppofe him. all 
in their power. This was foon the cafej and 
from the year 1730, M. de Voltaire has been con- 
tinually embroiled with bookfellers, and perfons 
they have employed* His firft difpute, and that 
which made the moft noife, was with Francis 
Jore, a bookfeller of Rouen in Nofmandy. 

In 1 73 1, M. de Voltaire refided feven months In 
Jore's houfc, in the difguife of an Englifh noble* 
man. After having paffed fome time in the city, 
he went into the country to re-eftablifh his health, 
where he lived after the manner of the golden 
age, on vegetables^ new laid eggs, and milk. 

0^2 M,de 
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M, de Voltaire foon after departed for Paris, 
making the moft grateful acknowledgments to his 
hoft, and alTuring.him he would foon fet his prefs 
to work. 

After his arrival in the capital^ he wrote t^ 
Jpre to come to him, on an affair of great im- 
portance. The bookfellor obeyed, and repaired 
to the houfe of Madame de Fontaine Martel, with 
whom M, de Voltaire refidcd. 
^ The important bufinefs, he then had in hand, 
was the publication of the Philofophical Letters, 
for which, he faid, he had a verbal permiffion* 
No fooner had this book appeared^ than it raifed 
a difagreeable clamour againft the author, but 
Voltaire found an eicelleat expedient to extricate 
himfelf from the. difficulty. Jore was at law with 
Ferrand, a printeir at Rouen, for haying pirated 
one of his books^^ for which he had a pivilege. 
M. de Voltaire therefore advifed Jore to privately 
give the manufcript of this work to Ferrand* He 
cannot fail, faid he, to fall into the fnare and print 
it; the edition will immediately be feized, and 
our fuperiors, informed that the mamifcript was 
ftolcn from me, will not make me refponfible for 
the other editions which may hereafter appear^ 
By this means I ihall be able to publilh it with- 
out danger, and we ihall both be.fafe. 

'/- . > A copy 
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A copy of the edition of Jore, lent to M, de Vol- 
taire, ferved to reprint from 4 the whole edition df 
the bookfeller of Rouen, Jore, was fcizcd, and him- 
felf deprived of his freedom^ by. arret of council, 
in September, 1734. Reduced to poverty, he ap- 
plied to M. de Voltaire to pay him for printing 
fais book* That poet, to fave himfelf from any 
profecution, had written two letters to the magl- 
ibrate who fuperintended all new publications, in 
which he accufed Jore of having publifhe^ th^ 
edition, notwithfianding he bad offered to make 
him any indemnification* 

He received the bookfeller with great coolnefs 
and indifibrence ; at length, after feveral nego- 
tiations, he propofed to pay half the debt. To 
* this Jore, fince he found he could obtain nothing 
better, agreed^ The illuftrious poet advanced 
him a hundred piftoles, and denied that any more 
was his due, though he ought to have paid a hun- 
dred and forty. It was on thb occafion that this 
bookfeller published his famous Memoir, in which 
he accufed Voltaire of fo many unjuft pra&ices, 
with regard to the fale of his works. 

This Memoir, llanderous either in whole or in 
part, reprcfented M. de Voltaire in coburs too 
qdioifls for him not to endeavor to procure its 
fuppreffion. In this he fucceeded, but not till 
he had fatisfied the bookfeller,. who promifed to 
0^3 write 
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Irritc a letter by way of reparation. This letter, 
full of deference, refpeft, and repentance, effaced, 
in part, the impreffion made by the fafts which 
Jiad been advanced in the Memoir, relative to the. 
manner in which M. de Voltaire difpofed of ma.- 
nufcripts. 

I cannot but own I very much approve of what 
M. de Voltaire has faid of the right every author 
has to derive a reafonable profit from his labor, 
which is as much his due as the rent of an eftate 
is due to its owner; he rpay even write for a ^live^ 
lihood, irigenii largitor venter^ but his writings ought 
not to appear dictated by.neceffity. Enterprizing 
poverty made Horace a poet ; yet, in all his woks, 
he IS plainly ilifpired by the love of glory. An 
author may alfo fell his works. Cicero fold his' 
pleadings. You h^ve fold my Oration for Ljga* 
rius extremely well, faid he, in an epiftle to At- 
ticus. Pope Benedid: XIV, in his youth, fold fe- 
veral Treatifes in Divinity to the bookfellers of 
Venice. Many literati have a ridiculous delicacy 
on this head j after having fubfifted on their pro- 
duftions, they obtain a penfion, and are alhamed 
of every thing that refembles commerce. 

A foreign ambaflador having at his table a phi- 
lofopher of Greneva, who maintained himfelf by 
his literary labors, as a number of court fyco- 
phants do by their fervility, and fpeaking of a 
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man of the firft genius, he writes, for his bread, 
faid the ambaffador, contemptuoufly. And for 
what does your Excellency cypher and decypher, 
retorted the blunt citizen of Geneva ? Why, to 
give a good dinner to your equals^ 

M. de Voltaire had au undoubted right to fell 
his manufcripts ; but the prefent queftion is, 
whether he fold them too often, or to feveral 
bookfellers at the fame time; He appears on this . 
Jiead tphav^ beep unjuftljr aqcufed*. Different 

bopkfeUerSi^ 

* Note by a Bookfeller, 

M. de Voltaire Had adopCcd a practice in the fcle of his ma- 
Bufcripts which, I believe, the bookfellers of Paris will not 
caiily be brought to approve, . ^* You fay, writes he, in a letter 
^' to the Abbet Mouifinot, that Prault is dkbtisfied : at which 
** I am furpriacd J he mud.kaow the printing of foreign edi-' 
** tions cannot be prew!cnt?d# ..When I wifti to fevor a book- 
*' feller in Holland, I infornthim of anx>work I may happci^ 
** to have in the prefs in Frai^ec, and endeavor to procure hiiw 
•• the firft copy, that he may get the ftart of his brethren in 
*^ the publication ; and therefore have I prooiiied a Dutch 
** t>^kfeUer immediately to fefid him ^ copy of, (he work in 
•♦ c^ueftion/' 

.Voltaire a6led in conformity to thefe principles j (or wp have 
two letters of his, dated at BruiTels, in 1740, in one of vyhjck 
he propofes the mat^ufcript of the Anti-IVJactiiavel to Prai^U, at 
l^aris, and in the other to V^n Di\ren, at (h^ E(ague. 

** My dear friend, I ^m goin^ to truft yqu yfu\i a fecrct, 
•• M. de Chambonin will deliver you a packet, which will be 
♦* fopn followed by another. The whole is a very fmgular 

0^4 *• manu- / 
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bookfelkrs have certainly publiflied bis works, hvu 
it is not true, that he always derived profit from 
thefe editions. Since the brothers of the name of 

•* manufcTipt, written by a ftill more Angular man. It is, cs 
*• you will fee, a refutation of MacMavel, and by an author of 
*' the moft elevated rank, whofc very name, when known, will 
^ * make tbe^ Sbrtume of his bookfdller. ' You may make an agrte* 
" ment with Pravlt, the Soi^ but;yompuft not take kf$ tkaiis 
** thoufand crowns ; the tpnth p^ of which, if you pleaibt 
** Ihall be for youcfelf. I, for my part, haye no fhare either 
" in the manufcripCbf the profits, &c. '&c.** (Letter to the 

We will now cite. what he wrot^on.the fame fubje6tto 
the. bookfeller at the Hague. 

- ^ I have by me a very &igulav -mawiferipc, written by <me 
^ of the moft confiderable mdn iti Europe, Itis a^ kind of re^ 
♦* fetation of INfachiavcl's Prince. . The work i& full of intereil- 
^ ing fSi^ tod bold re^eauons;, ^ich cannotVbut eng^e the 
^ curioiity ofithe-n^^r, and ia^rethepK}£t<^thebookleller. 
<^ I am authori&d to make a few corre^on$, atui ha^t prlnt-i 
^ cd. I will fend you a printsd-oo^ in my pofi^fiooi provided 
*♦ you will :ebgage to have it tfsanferibed, and return me the 
^•manufcript. Ifliall add a preftCc^y add onlyrcquiiffe of you 
•* to print it welU and^d two dozen copies, magnificently 
V bound, to that German oowtwWcH I fhall- indicate, &c*'* 
Bcuifels, June 5, 1740. 

Thus the bookfeller at the Hague, was to pay nothing for th^ 
fame work, for which the bbokfeller at P^ris was to give a thoui 
f^and crowns. Yet, Voltaire declares, he had no flja-rc in the 
profits ; can it be fuppofed they were claimed by the^ King of 
PruiTm ? Thefe two letters are ndt eafily reconciled tp a ibi^ 
regard to probity. 

' ' ^ \ Cramer 
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Cramer became his publifcers, we have heard 
of no difputQ pf his with aby bookfeller what- 
ever. Perhups, indeed, i% had been as well if 
Mp de Voltaire, or his editor$, had no^ made 
the public purchafe the fame things t^hre^ #pfour, 
tirpes over. Five o? fix Uule pieces of his appear- 
ed e;very yev, •. which, at ihe end of tluit ytear^r 
w^re coUe(^d t(^^ther tind^f the title qiM\fcel- 
lames. Thefe Mifcellanios^ "were again pv<bii^4 
iR ?he Que$i(j«s w the Encyalopedi^, sn^ thefe 
t^l^foipe .r^piefiiiiQns i>ffett^ wd wejwpidd j^r 
public, . It « Alfe to;be:reBMifl:ed,,that Jn tl*: 
worka whi^h; were ppbUftw^at liew,. or^, tk^ji^ 
were a hundred things which M-^'.de VqU^w hg(Ji 
laid: and .r^fiti4 ,0V^n thi^y ^| forty, tinje* If 
thk was th^ privil^ige \ of old, 3ge* ^ ie alledgpd, 
h0 civght 9.^ leaft to have contrived, thaj; bis pri-'^ 
vilege ihotiid haye beei^ l^fs expenfive to the pubUc# 
. We. forgot> under the article of M. de Voi- 
tgitHs's typographical quarrels, xo fpeak of thoii 
which he had with fame bpokfellers in HoUand* 
Ij^edety of Aittfler:dam, aifimied he fold him the 
right of printing his works, *and afterwards fold 
tbe'fame righc to others. Voltaire, on the con- 
trary, pretended he had r!S<:eived nothing either 
fipeim. him or any one elfc, Vanduren, bookfeller 
at the Hague, who had received from him a copy 
qf the Anti^Macbiftvel, complains, iikwife> that 
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after having given him the copy, he had decticd 
his edition, purpofely to bring out another for his 
own profit : but thefe accufations have not been 
fufficietttly proved, nor are we m pofleffion of fuf- 
ficient materials to determine the truth, 

- Certain it is, however, that the refentment of 
the bookfeU<Hrs burft fotth in a very violent man- 
ner in the year ly^S. They then pubUlhed the 
Voltairiana, a colledion of all the moft abufive 
pieces that had appeared againft M. de Voltaire. 
They had eVen the audacity to fend a copy, poft, 
t?othe court pfJiLing Staniflaus, where Voltaire 
dien was ; but that Prince, highly offended, thre^ 
the libel in the fire, 

-It camnot, however, be denied;, thatM.deVo!^ 
takO: is'the firA writer who ever acquired a great' 
fortune without filling any of thofe pofts which 
vfually lead to wealth and honors. Order,' oeco-" 
nomy, the favor he wa« in with the Great, and his 
connexions with feveral rich financiers, were the 
real four ces of his opulence. 

' He inherited a patrimony of a hundred thoufand 
llvres (above four thoufand pounds) with which 
he bbught a life annuity, and thus nearly doubled 
his income. His brother, the Treafurer of 
the Chamber of Accounts, dying in 174^, he 
fucceeded to the greater part of what he poffeff- 
cd» Thus, independent of any other acquifitions, 
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be pofleffed, by inheritance, a very confider ablet- 
fortune* . 

The fubfcription for the Henriade, publifhcd 
zt London in 1726, produced him fifty thoufand 
crowns (6,250 pounds) which he laid out in a 
lottery eftabliftied by M..des Forts, Comptroller 
General of th« Finances; the tickets of this lot- 
tery were to be paid for in ready, money, and the 
prices \were to confift of annuities; in fuch a man- 
Ber that any fociety which ihould have bought all 
the tickets, would have gained a million of livres. 
Voltaire joined a numerous dub^ andprpved for^ 
tunate. ' 

He afterwards obtained a Ihare In acontraft 
to furnifli the army with prbvifions, during 
the war in Italy, in 1733, which brought , him 
fcven huadrcd thoufand livres (near thirty thou- 
^nd pounds) and with which he likewife pur- 
chafed annuities. To this M, Marchand alludes, 
when he fays, M. de Voltaire had found means 
to keep himfelf from (landing, by undertaking 
to furnifh others with food. 
. He enjoyed penfionS from feveral Sovereigns j 
one of twelve hundred livres (fifty pounds a year) 
from the Queen of France ; another from the 
King, without including his falary as Hiftoriogra- 
pher of France, 
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The King of Pruffia, when he went to Berlin^ 
gave him a yearly penfion of twenty-three thoun 
fimdjiyre^ (nine hundred and fifty pounds.) When 
he ieft the dominions of that Prince, in 1753, 
l^e lodged five hyndred thoufand livres (above 
twenty djoufapd pounds) in the hands of M. Tron*- 
chin, JL banker at Lyons, the fruits of his Majef- 
ty's g^ierofity, and th^ profits he had made by 
bis writixigs in Pruffia and clfewhere. 

Hewas fiecretly concerned in feveral branches 
4fi como^rce. He had a fliare in a rich houfe s(t 
Cadiz, which, was very fucce6ful, and was con** 
cerned with feveral bookfellers, in different ptab^ 
lications. He was connefted with M. de Molin 
in the corn trade, and the Abbe Mouflinot in the 
t^lt of piftures. He advifed aU his brethren of 
the pen not to cultivate literature alone, but ufeJ 
their endeavors to effefl: a union between Plutui 
and Apollo : and. continually tojd the ftaterC'» 
formers, who abound in the cpffee-houfes of Paris, 
that a commercial fchefne, which procured the 
fpeculator all the conveniences of life, was inft' 
liitely Superior to a political pi^e^ 

What contributed very much td augment Mf 
de Voltaire's fortune, was his living fi) long with-- 
out keeping houfe: and that afterwards, when 
he did keep one, he feldom expended above, a 
jMld of his income, ai^d fometimes not fo much, 
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All his domeftics, latterly, confifted only^f an ama-» 
nuenfis, a woman who waited pn^him, a cook-maidy 
two lackeys, one of whom fervedhimfor coach-^ 
man, and Father Adam, who was overfeer of the 
poultry. He indeed employed a great number of 
workmen about his grounds, and fome of them 
occafionally ferved within doors^ 

Though M. de Voltaire made large profits, he 
likewife met with no inconfiderable loffes. He 
loft by the bankruptcy of the Jew, Medina, at 
London, forty thoufand livres (above fixteen bun* 
dred pounds ;) and by M. de Molin, whom we 
mentioned before, twenty-four thoufand (a thou- 
fand pounds.) He alfo loft a very capital fum 
by M. Michel, Receiver General of the Finances. 

On this latter lofs, he wrote as fol]dws to the 
Abb6 Mouffinot, " I confefs I did not forcfec 
^^ this bankruptcy, not conceiving fuch an acci- 
** dent could poffibly befall a Receiver General 
*'. of the Finances to his moft Chriftian Majefty. 
*^ You will find, however, that his children will be 
** very rich, and preferred to lucrative pofts. The 
*' Prefident of the Grand Council will fit in judg-. 
*^ ment on me, if I Ihould happen to have a caufe 
*^ come before his auguft tribunal. His brother, 
'^ the Intendant of the King's Amufements, ihall 
'^ have it in his power to prevent my pieces being 
^* played at Verfailles ; while I, half poet, half 
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** philofopher, muft reft contented with the IdTs 
" of my money, without judging any man, or en- 
** joying any place/' 

Ev,ery lofs M. de Voltaire fufFertd, gave him 
an opportunity of prefling his debtors. With peo- 
ple of an inferior clafs> he had at once recourfe 
to the bailiff, while, td the Great, he behaved 
with a kind of refpedtful pleafantry. '* You tell 
*^ me, lays he> in a letter to the Prince de Guife^ 
*^ that you have always paid M. Crozat with great 
*^ punAuallty* This to me is a cruel diftinftionC 
*^ M. Crozat, who has a hundred thoufand crowns 
** a year^ is paid exaftly to the day ; while !> 
*^ becaufe I am not rich, muft remain four years 
*' in arrears, Alas ! Monfeigneur, I dp not re- 
*^ queft thofe regular payments you make to 
** Crafus CrOzat, I only beg you would not en- 
*^ tirely forget that fomething is owing to Irui 
« Voltaire/' 

The Order of our Vt'^ork now conducts us to ths 
laft Stage of M. de Voltaire's Life ; to relate 
the Oceafion of his return to Paris ; the Refpe(Ji 
fliewn him there ; his Profeffion of Faith ; ancJ 
his Death and Burial, 

Though Voltaire celebrated the happinefs h6 
enjoyed at Fernei both in profe and verfe, he cef- 
tainly fometimes was tired 'of his folitiide, fincfe 
he undertook, at the age of eighty-four, and iri 
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the depth of winter,, to make a journey to ^knii 
The general opinion was, that he continued to re- 
fide at the foot of the Alps againft his will ; and 
this opinioh hurt him the more,, becaufe his ene- 
mies frequently fpoke of him as an ejcile, and' 
travellers who vifited him, when difgufted with 
fome littlp pettilhnefs, would frequently dare to 
remind him of thefe reports. 

Thus, it is faid, that having once afked a per- 
fon, who continued longer at Fernei than wa^ 
confiftent with the laws of hofpitality, fFhen he 
intended to depart for Paris. Sir, anfwered his.guefl:, 
I ,can depart for Paris whenever I pleafe* Some 
people, however, conteft the truth of this anec- '^ 
dote, and affert it took its rife from Voltaire's 
having faid of a traveller, who made too long a 
ftay with him, Don §luixote took inns for cajiles; 
but Mr. * * takes cajiles for inns. Whether thefe 
ftories are true or falfe, the enemies of Voltaire 
frequently upbraided him with his fuppofed exile,* 
and affirmed, he only pretended to be fond of a 
retreat, of which he was an inhabitant by con- 
ftramt. 

To increafe thefe mortifications, the Emperor 
had paffed by his door, and never honored him 
with a vifit.' Voltaire had flattered himfelf he 
fliould receive this mark of diftindtion. He long 
waited for him in his veftibulum, with his robe 
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de chambfc, and habited as he ufuatly Was wheri 
lie cxpedted to be vifited by the Grreat* His ad- 
vanced age, his ill ftate of health, whether feigned 
or real, and his great abilities feemed to exctafe 
the familiarities in which he indulged himlelf 
on fuch occafions, 

Voltaire was the more mortified at being thui 
difdained, as we may fay, by this illuftrious Moi 
narch, becaufe, when at Geneva, the Emperor 
had vifited feveral of the learned men in that cityj 
From that time his whole endeavors were bent 
once more to return to Paris, for which city lie 
departed the beginning of February, 1778^ ^axd 
he arrived there on the tenth of the fame mcaith# 
His firA care was to fulfil the duties of friend* 
ihip, he went on foot to vifit the Cdmte d*Ar-» 
gental, who, for fifty fucceffive years, had done 
liis utmoft to promote his glory, and proteft his 
perfon. He was, faid Voltaire, born to increafe 
the harmony of fouls, as was Rameau the har-* 
mony of founds. 

The eagernefs to fee him was general- It be* 
came a kind of epidemic phrenzy. His chamber 
irefembled the levee of a itiinifter of ftate, \ Sctaae 
did i)Ot fo much as tell their names, others were 
fetisfied with being in his j^ompany, merely that 
they might repeat among his admircis, I bao4 
feen! I have heard I The enthufiafm of his parti* 
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fans was compared by the Writer of ajdurrial to that 
with whkh the Dalay^Lama infpires his adorers* 
Every trifling pleafantty Was dafefully cdllfefted* 
Voltaire uttered many that wiefe excellent, but 
the conflraint put on hifn, by the defire and necef- 
fity of being always witty, rendered his manner 
far from natural, in the eyes of people of rank, 
"urhofe converfation, at once fimple and poignant, 
is always diftinguilhed by an elevated familiarity. 
Voltaire, .however, liberally complimented all 
his complimenters. He told the comedians, 
^ Hereafter I ihallonly live for you, and by you.* 
Tfo fome, he faid, they had fir ft taught him to 
be vain; to others, they had given, him a more 
lively fenfation of gratitude. One had celebrated 
him like Horace; another, was a fecond Ovid. 
But the adtors and adtreffes were the principal 
objects of his attention* • 

. One of the motives for his journey was, to have 
his tragedy of Irene rept^fented* This piece he 
had lately compofed, or retouched, for it is pre- 
tended it had been written ten years. 'He Was 
•ardent to prove, by this work-, which Contains 
fome beautiful verfcs^ that age had not diminiflied 
his poetic fire. He wholly employed himfelf in 
declaiming with and inftruding the aAors who 
were to perform in his piece, and he did this with 
fo much exertion that he vomited blood. An 
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accident fo alarming, to a man of his years, gave 
birth to difficulties whicl> had not perhaps been 
forefeen. It was thought neceffary to call in the 
minifters of religion to his aid- The Abbe Gaul- 
tier, an Ex-Jefuit, came unafked, and with the 
more confidence, becaufe he had made a convert 
of a famous epicurean. 

The following relation fc in the Abbe's own* 
words. 

An exaft Copy of the Memorr which the Abbe 
Gaultier prefented to the ArchbHhop of Paris ^ 
containing the particulars of the Death of M. de 
Voltaire. 

** Your Grace has defired a faithful relation of 
'^^ all that pafled between me and M. deVoltaire, 
'* from his arrival in. Paris till his deaths As' no 
**' one is better able to gratify this wiih than my- 
** felf, I Ihall endeavor to fupply the informa- 
^* tion your Grace is pleafed to requeft. 

^^ Monfieur de Voltaire arrived at Paris the 
** beginning of February 1778, and took up his 
'^ refidence at the Marquis de Villette^s, on the 
^^ Quai des Theatins. Vaft multitudes crowded 
'*^ to fee this celebrated man. Nothing was talked 
*^ of in Paris but M. de Voltaire. Eulogiums 
** were writtten on him in profe and in verfe. I 
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*^ ctAuot but corifefs k gave me great pain to 
^ fee a man fo hoiioired, ai^ almoft adored, whofc 
^ abilites had been employed t:6^ blafpheme reli- 
'•^ gpon and de&roy dvery nioral obligation* My 
^* uncajfinefs increafed ^X'hen I confidered how 
*f mwch it was to be feared that a perlbn fo dan- 
** gerous Ihould, by his prefence, give new vigor 
^ to infidelity, t prayed the Omnipotent to pre- 
'^ vent the mifchief this patriarch of infidels might 
^ caufe in the capital, and at laft determined to 
*^ write to this fcourge of his country, which I 
^ did, in the following terms. 

• 
LETTER from the Abbe Gaultier 

to M. DE VpLTAIRE. 
'^SIR, 

*^ You have many admirers, and, ihould your 
^^ Wiih^s fortunately meet niine, I may, as I 
*^ itipft ardentlf defire to be, become one 
*^ of the number. I will explain myfelf more 
*' fully, if you will grant me a moment's conver- 
*^ fation. I am one of the moft unworthy of 
*? the miniftersof Chrift, but I Ihall fay nothing 
^^ unbecoming my profefEon, or which ought not 
*^ to give you pleafure. Though I do not flat- 
*^ tcr myfelf you will indulge me in what I 
f^ fliould eflieem ib great a happinefs, I Ihall 
R 2 " not 
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^^ not fail to remember you, wjien I celebrate the 
*' moft holy facrifice of the mafs. I Ihall fer-* 
\^ Vently pray to the juft and merciful God for* 
** the falvation of your immortal foul, which per- * 
** haps is on the very point of rendering an ac- 
^^ count of all it*s adtions. Pardon me. Sir, for 
*^ the liberty I have tak^n ; my intention is W 
*^ render you the greateft of all fervices, which I* 
^^ may do, by the affiftance 6f him who has or- 
*^ dained that weak things Ihall confound the 
^^ ftrong. How happy fliould I efteem myiclff 
*^ if your anfwer Ihould prove analogous to the 
^^ fentiments with which I remain, &c, 

^' Signed, GAULTIER^ 

"Priell. 
Paris, Feb. 20, 1778. 

" M. DE V0LTAIRE*S Anfwcr. 

. ^^ YotTR letter. Sir, appears to me that af art 
" honeft man, which is fufEcient to determine 
*^ me to receive the honor of your vifit, on th6 
" day and hour moft agreeable to yourfelf* I Ihali 
" addrefs you in the fame language which I ufed 
*' when I gave my benedid:ion to the ^andfon 
*' of the fage and illuftrious Franklin, the moft 
^* refpeftable man of America; I uttered otily 
" thefe words, God and liberty. All who w.erd|* 
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*' prefent flied tears ; I flatter myfelf your prm- 
^* ciples are the fame* I am eighty-four years 
'^ of age, and muft foon appear before God, the 
** Creator of all worlds. If you have any thing 
*^ to communicate, I fliall confider it as my duty 
*^ and an honor to pay you every attention, notwith-^ 
<^ ftaijding the bodily pains under which I fuffer. 

'^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

'' Signed, DE VOLTAIRE/'. 
Paris, Feb. 21, 1778, 

^' The fame day, that is,the 21ft of February, I 
•* paid a vifit to M. de Voltaire. There was a great 
^* number of perfons in the chamber of audience, 
*^ waiting to fpeak to him ; he fpent, however, but 
** two or three minutes with them, alledging that 
*^ he was in exceffive pain, and not in a condition to 
♦^ fee any body. As he retired, he took me by the 
<* hand, and defired me to follow him. He led me 
*^ into his chamber, made me fit down by him, and 
^* alked me, what it was I wilhcd to fay. I returned 
♦^ him my anfwer nearly in the following words : 

*^ The defire of knowing the moft celebrated 
'• man of this age has occafioned my taking the 
'* liberty to write to you ; I have not the honor 
<* of a perfonal acquaintance with you, but I 
'* am extremely intimate with a friend of yours, 

R3 M.dc' 
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*^ M. de Lattaignant, and I dare flatrjcr iftyfelf I 
*^ poflefs his confidence. His infirmitiesi aod bts 
^^ great age, have led him to make thofe reflee* 
*^ tions which every thinking perfon ought to 
^^ make, when he prepares himfelf to appi^ac^be* 
*^ fore God,, and which I have no dgubt yowdiave 
'^ frequently made yourfelf. If my miniftry- may 
*^ prove agreeable to you, you have only to fpeak, 
^^ and I will conform myfelf to your wiflies ; I * 
*^ am not the only one in Paris who can render 
*^ you this fervice ; you may, doubtlefs, &^ mi- 
'^ nifters much more worthy than myfelf. 

^* He heard me with great attention, and as 
*^ foon as I had ended, aijted me, whether what 
^^ I had done originated entirely with ipyfelf. I 
*^ replied, yes, which was really the truth. Are 
'^ you not fent^ faid he, by the Archbifliop, or 
*^ the Curate of St. Sulpice. No, I affure you, imd 
*^ I ; Ihould my proceeding be difagreeable to you, 
^^ I have no doubt of your indulgence ; if, on 
*^ the contrary, you approve of it, the Lord be 
^^ praifedk He faid, he was very glad to hear 
'* I did not a(3: under any other perfon's di- 
** redtions, and alked me, what I had been, an4 
*^ who I was. I told him, I bad been a Je* 
** fuit during feventeen, and curate qf St* J^d, 
*^ in the diocefe of Rouen, for near twenty yasKS'J 
*^ that, at prefent, I wa$ e^^pU^yed \n mii^ifterial 
« *^ func- 
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** fur^mns at Paris, and celebrated mafs every 
^' day at tbcvHofpital for Incurables *. 

*^ M. dc Voltaire made me feveral offers of his 
^ fervices, 'but as I ^thought much lefs of the 
^^ iranfitory rewards of this world, than that eter- 
^^ nal recompence which God has prepared for 
*' hi* cleft, i iaid to him, ah. Sir, how well 
^^ fhould I efteem inyfelf rewarded by your con- 
*^ verfion; the merciful God defires not your de- 
*^ ftrudtien, return thorefore to him, fince he is 
^^ willing to return to you. M. de Voltaire, 
^^ apparently rfefted ^by thefe words, faid he 
** loved God* I repKed, that was a gfeat 
^ thing, but that it was tieceffary it fliould pro- 
*^ duce fome fruits, for inaftive love could 
^* never be the true love of that God who is the. 
^* principle of aftion. 

* The tides of Chaplam of 'die Incurables, sod Confeflbr to * 
the Abbe Lattai^ianic aod M. de Voltaire, which have been 
beflowed on the Abbe Gaultier, gave birth to the foliowln|^ 

epigram. 

Voltaire and Lattaignant, both of a trade, * 

To one confeflbr, one confeffion made ; 

Of two fuch penitents it can't avail, 

Who the coofe^r was, or what their tale j 

And yet had Gaultier an undoubted claim 

To thefe high honors, this unhoped for fame ; 

The cure of two fuch fouls belongs, we own. 

To Chaplains of Incurables alone. 

R 4 '' M. d> 
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^^ M. de Voltaire faid fcveral other things, 

** which I anfwered in fuch a manner as appear* 

*^ ed fatisfaftory. Our converfation was inter- 

.^^ rupted by three different perfons. Mr. AbW, 

/* faid the firft, let me beg you to conclude what 

^^ you have to fay ; you fee M. de Voltaire vomitl 

/^ blood, and is unable to fpeak any longer. M, 

.^^ de Voltaire replied, with vivacity, iSVr, let nte 

^^ reqvejlyou will not deprive me of the Abbess company y 

^^ he is my friendy and does not fiatter rm. About 

^^ three quarters of. an hour afterwards Madame 

*^ Denis <;ame, and faid to me, with great mild- 

^^ nefs, Mr, Abbe, let me intreat you to leave 

♦^ what yoq have farther to fay till another op-? 

^^ pprtunity,, my uncle mufl: be much fatigued: 

" I then took my leave, after alking permif- 
'^ fion to call and fee him occafionally, which he 
^^ very jeadily granted. I aflured him, that \ 
^^ Ihould remember hiln every day in the facri- 
^^ fice of the mafs. He thanked me, and ap- ^ 
*^ peared very much afFedted. Adieu, M. de Vol- 
^^ taire, faid I, as I left him, be certain you 
^ have not in the w^prld ^ better friend than my-i 
'' felf, 

^^ I diredily went to give an account of what 
^* had pafled to the Curate of St, Sulpice, and alfo 
^* to the Abbe de TEclufe, Vicar General to your 
^^ Cr^CCf I tpld them^ that it \v^s probable M, 

^« de 



Digitized by 



Google i 



C 249 3 

^^ ,de Voltaire would haverecourfe to my minifltry, 
^^ and defired inftrudions how to ad: in that cafe. 
'* They gave me their advice, to which I have 
'^ ftridtly conformed. After whi6h I inceflantly 
** employed myfelf in praying, and procuring 
^* the prayers of others, for the converfion of M* 
•* de Voltaire. 

^^ The 26th of JFebruary, I was agreeably fur* 
** prized to receive a note from M. de Voltaire, 
** in the following terms : 

*^ You promifed me. Sir, to come and converfe 
f^ with me. You will greatly oblige me by taking 
f^ that trouble as foon as poffible.. Signed, VoU 
f^ taire, at Paris, February 26, 1778. 

■ ** I received this note about nine in the even- 

'^* ing, and another the next morning, from Ma- 

^* dame Denis, of which the following is a copy : 

^* Madame Denis, niece to M. de Voltaire, 
^^ prcfents her compliments to the Abbe Gaultier, 
^^ and would be mugh obliged to him if he would 
^^..call on herunde, 

«* February 27, 1778. At the houfc 
♦* of the Marquis dc Villettc. 

*^ On the 27th of February, as foon as I had 
f ^ celebrated m^fs, I went to the Marquis de ViU 

!' Ictte's^ 
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*f kt%t% te fee M. dc Voltaire ; m ttektdijr Iliad 

<^ only im 'Opportunity to fpeak to Madataie Dcnis^ 

" \iiflio told me, that the Curate of St, Sulpice 

<< had been to advife M. de Voltaire not to 
^* defer confeffion, and that he had aniwered he 

<^ committed hiinfelf entirely to me. After thi^ 

" vifit, I went to give an account of what I had 

*^ done to the Curate of St. Su|jpke. 

" On the Second of March, 1778, I agam vi-^ 

«^ fited M. de Voltairci who was th^ attacked 

*^ with a vomiting of blood. Before I entered 

*' his chamber, I was advifed not to terrify him, 

>^ but fpeak to him with mildnefs. Marechal de 

** Richelieu, who had juft left him, charged me 

*^ not to negleft my duty towards him, and I pro- 

*^ mifed I would adminifter every fpirkual affift- 

«^ ance in my power. I then went into M. dt 

. *^ Voltaire's apartment 2 he took me by the hand> 

** and requefted me to confefs him before he died. 

** I replied, I would willingly hear his confeflion, 

^ and that I had fp<Aen of it to the Curate of St 

i^ Sulpice, wiiofe pariAioncr he was, who had 

*^ granted me his permifEon ; but that fee mull 

** firft make a recantation of his ^errors. I will im- 

*^ mediately write one, Sir, anfwerod he, with 

** my own hand, which fliallgive you pcrfed 

k* fatirfa(3tion ; bring me pen, ink, and pajper, 

♦<^ and let me be left alone widi my gooci 

t - " friend 
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'^* friend the Abbe Gaultier* He ws^ accordingly 
-<* obeyed^ every body retired, and he immediatc- 
'^ ly wrore the following : 

*^ /, the underwritten^ declare^ that harjing been at- 
^^ tacked during four months with a vomiting ofbloodi, 
^^ at the age of eighty-four y and unable to drag myfelf to 
^^ church, the Curate of St. Sulpice has added, to his oth&r. 
** good aStionSy that offending to me the Abbe GauUie^ 
*^ a priejiy to whom I have confejfed myfelf trujling^ 
^^ fhould God take me under his proteSion, I J^all di^ 
^ in the Catholic faith , in which I was born, dndpray^ 
^^ ing the divine mercy to pardon all my errors : and ^ 
'^ I have ever brought a reproach upon religion, I ^ 
*^ pardon of God and the church. Signed, Foltaire^ 
*^ March 2, 1778, in the houfe of the Marquis de FU* 
^^ lette, in prefence of the Abbe Mignpt, my nephew, 
*^ and the Marquis de Filkvieille, my friend. 

^^ M. de Voltaire then begged me to call in the 
^^ Abbe Mignot, and the Marquis de Villevieille, 
^ to hear this paper read and figned, which they 
'* accordingly did. He likewife wrote with his 
*^ own hand as follows : 

^^ Having been informed, by the Abbe GatfJtier, it has 
^* been ajferted^ in a certain fociety, that I had prot^^ 
** againft whatever I might do at my dedth, I hereby de^ 
f ' clare J ne-Vif .maik %fe of any fuch e^prejfion, and 

''that 
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^* that it is an old piece ofpkafantryy fdfely afcribed 
** hngago to many learned men ^ who were more enUgh^ 
*^ tened than Voltaire. 

^^ M. de Voltaire, when he gave me this re- 
** tradtation, faid, in the prefence of the Abbe Mig- 
^* notand Villevieille : you, no doubt, intend, Mr. 
^* Abb6, immemediately to infert it in the journals : 
^ I have no objeftion. I replied, that it was not yet 
^* time. Hethen-afkedme, whether I, was fatis- 
*^ fied ? I told him, that this retradation did not 
*^ appear to m^ fufficicntly ample, but that I 
'^ would communicate it to your Grace, which I 
** did, 4DUt which you likewife did not think fuf- 
'* ficient. I left a copy of it at your Grace's cha* 
*^ teau de Conflans, where you then were. 

^^ I alfo went to the Curate of St. Sulpice, to 
** let Kim know how I Had proceeded, and left 
^' him a copy of this retra(3:ation, whigh he did 
*^ not think fatisfaftory. At the fame time I gave 
^* hiiTIt a npte from M.,de Voltaire, in which he 
<^ promifed him fix hundred livres fpr the poor of 
c^ his pariih.* 

* The Abbe Gaultler having been informed the partizant of 
Voltaire had reported, that he had apprdpriatedy to his own ufC| 
the fix hundred livres which M. de Voltaire had remitted hios 
^X the poor of the parifh of St, Sulpice, hsi^'mkviti^ in bis Me« 

molTi 
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" On the ftext day, the third of March, I re- 
«* turned t6 M. de Voltaire, to engage him to make 
" a retradation lefs equivocal and more circum- 
^^ ftantial;* but the porter told me, I could not^ 

molr, an acknowledgment for the receipt of the money given 
bj.the Curate of the faid parifli, which is as follows 2 / hereby^ 

* certify^ that the Ahhi Gaulthvy prieft^ remitted to me^ during 

* thefirjl illnefs of M. de Voltaire^ a codicil to the nuill of tfj^ 

* faid Sieur Voltaire^ in his atvn hand ^riting^ by mthich he 
'^ lequeathsy to the poor of my parl/b^ the fum of fx hundred 

* livres. Witnefs my handy ^ 

* D£ Terssac, Curate of St. SuIpiceJ 
Pari J, Sept. lo, i;;^. 

* The profefficm of faith, made by M. de Voltaire, being 
Aought infuflicient, the thing in agitation was to procure a 
better, and this was what the Curate of St. Sulpice had in view, 
1ft rcqucfting to fee M. de Voltaire, who, lodgi»g in his parifh, 
had become one of his flock : but he chofe to elude every kind 
of explanauon with his paftor, He wrote to hira on the fourth 
of March, as follows : 

*' Reverend Sir, 
^^ The Marquis de la Villette has aflured me, that if I had 
** taken the liberty to addrefs my felf immediately to you, with 
** regard to the ncceflary flep I have taken, you would have 
had the goodnefs to leave the important occupations in which 
you are engaged, to fulfil towards me thofe fundions I thought 
onlyfuitabletofubaltcrns, confidering I was a ilranger, and. 
rdidiiig but for a time within your parifli. The Abbe Gaul- 
tier wrote to me as foon as he heard of my illnefs ; he af. 
« terwards came to offer me his fervices, and I was led to be- 
^ licve, thgt, being a refident of your pariftj^ it might be by 

•* your 
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**, fee hm* I plainly perceived with whom thefc 
^* orders originated,, for when I left M« de Vt)l*^ 
** taire^ on the evening before, Meffieurs D'Alem*' 
«« bert, Diderot and Marmontel, very openly tef*' 
^^ tified their diffatisfadtion at my prefence. After 
*^ having r-eturned fev^ral times to no puipofe,- 
^^' I wEOtethe foliowuig letter to M. de Voltaire : 

* your dcfire. I confidcr you, Sir, a^ a perfon of the higheft 
** confequence in the ftate. I well know you. are an apoftle ta 
•• the poor^ you comfort them, and labotir in your vocation 
** for their benefit. The greater efteem I feel for your cha- 
" ra(^cr, the more fearful am I to abufe your kindnefs. I rc^ 
•* member the refpeft due to your birth^ your merit, and your 
'* &in^ion as a minifkr. You arc » genexH^ I requeft only- a 
;*• foldier. I hope yovi will forgive piy not having foreieea 
*^ that condefceniion which could induce yx>vi to 4cfc6nd even to 
** me : pardon me, likcwife, for having troubled you with thit* 
*f letter. It will not be necelTary for yo^ to take the pains ta 
•* anfwer it, your time is too precioua. 

** I have the honor to be, &c.'* 

All thefe compliments fhew the new convert to have draadcd 
« viiitfrom his curate, and that he was convinced his faith was 
not fdficiently eftablilhed to undergo any rigorous examination* 

The Curate of St. Sulpice returned the fame day a v^ry refpeft- 
ftl anfwer, but which produced no change in M. de Voltairc*a 
manner of thinking ; he at firft feared that the government 
would oblige him to return immediately to Fcrnci ; he endea*' 
vbred to appeafe thofe whom his ftay at Paris alarmed, but^ as 
ibon as bethought himfelf out of danger, l^e refufed them ad^ 
mittancct 

'' Sir, 
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*^ I wi?frt mnch to Hear from you. I have 
•* called frequently at your hotel, but without 
•* cflfcd; r have always been told, you were not 
*^ to be fpoken with. I wifii nothing {o nlueh'as 
*^ the re-eftablifliment of your health. I ijever 
*^ fail to pray, when I celebrate the lioly facrifice 
^^ of the niafs, that God, of his goodnefs, would/ 
*^ beftow on you many happy days. Be affured, 
*^ Sir,, no one can feel more fincere or more ar.- 
*^ dent wiflies for your welfare. If yxm will per- 
^* mit me to revifit you, I will, then, amply ex^ 
" plain what I cannot exprefs in tHis lettefp which, 
«* believe me, is , didlated from the' heart^j and 
^^ not from the head. 

*^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

^^ Signed, GAUL TIER. 
Paris, March 13, ij*]S. 

^^ M. de Voltaire anfwered this letter by tho> 
'^ foUowingnote : 

*^Themafter afthehoufe has ordered the porter 
'f not. to admit any ecclefiaftic, except the curate 
** of St. Sulpice. When the patient fliaW have 
^' better recovered his health, he will take a plea- 
** fure in receiving a vifit from the Abbe Gaukier/ 

'^^ Signed, DE VOLTAIRE. 
<* Paris, Marcii 15, 1778. • 

^* A week 
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*^ A week after this I went to enquire concerning 
*5 his health ; the porter anfwered, I could by.no 
*5 means fpeak to him. I was informed, ho,w- 
^^ ever, that he was much better, and I wrote to. 
^^ him in the following words : . « 

• ^^ Sir, 
. *^ I HAVE made many enquiries after your health, 
^^ from thofe who frequently fee you ; and they 
** tell me you are much better* No one can 
*^ more fincerely defire Its perfeft eftablilhment 
^^ than myfelf. I never forget you in my prayers ; 
^^ if they are efficacious, you will experience 
^' their happy efFedts. I have feveral times been 
^"^ at your hotel, to congratulate you on your re- 
*^ covery, but could never gain admiffion. The 
*^ interpretation of which refufals it is impof- 

. " iible to miftake; efpecially after your having 
^^ written to me, that you would fee me again, 
*^ with pleafure, as foon as you were fomething 
•* better. I Ihall ceafe my importunities at yotir 
" door, for it is ufelefs to knock at any, other 
*^ door than that of your heart ; at which I mn 
*^ fure I have had admiiEon. How great would 
^f be my happinefs could 1 become inftrumental 

■ *f in bringing you acquainted with what alonc- 
*5 conftitutes true happinefs. I have the honor 
'I tobe, &c-^ Signed, G A UX T I E R- 

Paris, March 30, 1778. 
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^^ M. dc Voltaire returned no anfwer to this let* 
** ter, which determined me to pay him no more 
•* vifits. During almoft two months, M. de 
*^ Voltaire didfeveral things which were not very 
♦* pleafing to me, and which I might perhapjs ha(vo 
^* prevented^ had I been permitted to converfe, 
*' with him freely.* His difpafe again attacked 
** him about the end of the month of May. On the y 
** twenty-ninth I was told, that M. de Voltaire 
^^ was not expeded to recover. I then thought it 
•* my duty to write him an afFedlionate letter^ 
*^ once more to recall the good refolution he had 
^' formed to his mind. The following is a copy : 

*^ I learn, Sir, from public report, that you , 
*^ are dangeroufly ill. This news afflifts me much : 
** but what increafes my grief, is, that I have 
** heard nothing further from you. Though every 

* It Ivas during this intenral that Voltaire was crownedi at 
the theatre, where he received the honors of a kind of apotheo^ 
&• Juft before the rifing of the curtain, Brifard, the oldeft of 
thea£tors, accompanied b}^ his brethren, came into the box o£ 
Voltaire, and placed on his head a laurel crown. The p6eV 
tranfported, took off the crown, exclaiming, with a kind of aflo*^ 
iliflunent, fFhat / wiiljeu overwhelm me^ kill me with ixcefs of 
glory ! The tragedy of Irene was afterwards adted, and, at the 
conclufion of the piece, theibitue ofVoIuire was exhibited on 
the Aage, furrounded by t^e adors and afireiTes, who each placed 
an it • crown of laurel* 

S " effort 
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^'^ effort I made, after your laft illnefs^ to gain ad- 
^" miffion was ineffeftual, the remembranee of 
^ that (hall not impede my return, ftiould fuch 
*^ be your wilh. Should the Almighty be pleafed 
** to call' yoia hence, how happy would it be for 
^ you, were you prepared to appear before him 
^ who is the great judge of judges : and how 
** deplorable your ftate, Ihould you be cut off 
** ere you had properly refledted' on tTie grand 
•* work of falvation! Ah ! my dear Sir, think 
^ ferioufly of this important matter ; and of this • 
^ only. ' Take advantage of the little time you 
•* have to live, ' Time \^dth' you will foonbe patl : 
^f and eternity v/ill commence. - ^ 

"I have the honor to be, &c. 

« Signed, GAULTIEfe- 
\ ** Paris, May 30, 1778. 

. . ^^ Scarcely had M. de Voltaire received thisiet- 
^.^ t€r, when, on the fame day, about fix in the 
^^ evening, the Abbe Mignot, Counfelior of the 
^ Grand Council, and nephew to M, de^ltaire, 
; ^ came himfelf to xequeft I would hear the con- 
<^ feffion of his uncle. Your laft letter, faid he, 
*/ has made a great impreffion on him ; he is de- 
** firous toconfefs, and will only confefs himfelf 
to-you. I replied, that I would willingly con-.' 
fefs M. de Voltaire, provided he made the fol- 

. " lowing^ 
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** lowing recantation, which I read to him, and 
^^ which received his approbation : 

^* 1 retrain whatever I may have faid, done^ 
'* or written, repugnant to morality, of againft 
*^ the Christian r€)ligion, in which I have had the 
** happkiefs to be borh ; agaiaft the adorable per« 
^ (ba of Jefus Chrift, whofe divinity I am ac- 
^•^ cufed of having attacked ; and againil his church, 
^* in the bofom of .which I defire to die; making 
^^ this prefent reparation in thefiaceof the world, 
^^ which I have offended by works that have for 
** fo many years back appeared under my name ; 
*^ and this reparation is not the confeqyence of 
*^ the decay of my intcllefts, enfedjled by old 
^^ age, but of the grace of Jefus Chrift, of which 
*^ I was fo unworthy, and which has opened my 
*^ 6yes to th€ horrible danger I have been led into, 
** by the delirium of my imagiiiation. 

. ^* I defire that this recantation m^y be in- 
*^ ferted in all the * journals and gazettes in Eu- 
^' rope ; in order that it may beoocae as public as 
'* the offences I have committed, and which I am 
" defirous to repair, as far as the fliort remains 
" of life will permit. Signed at Paris, thisthir- 
^ teeiithofMay, lyyB, in the. pr^feucc of the 
^^ Curate of St. Sulpice and the Abbe Gaultier. 

Sa <^ The 
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** The Abbe Mignot -f promifcd me that his 
** uncle Ihould.figri this retradation, I then told 
^^ him, that I fliould be very happy if ihe curate 
*^ of St. Sulpice might be prcfent, when M. dp 
^^ Voltaire retra&ed; and we went to the houfe 
*^ of that, worthy paftor, who willingly agreed to 
** accompany us. Before we entered the chamber 
^ of M. de Voltaire, I read the rctradation I had 
** drawn up to the Marquis de Villette, who faid, 
" it met with his entire approbation. 

** We then entered the apartment of M. de 
'* Voltaire ; the curate of St. Sulpice defired to 
*< fpeak with hiitr firft, but M. de Voltaire did 
** not feem to know him. I then endaavored to 
^^ fpeak to him in my turn. He feized my hand, and 
*^ ihewcd figns of confidence and friendlhip ; but 
** I was rnykh furprized to hear him fay to me, 
'* Mr. Abbe Gaultier, I beg you would make my 
'^ cgiripliments to the Abbe Gaultier. He con* 
** tinned to fay feveral other unconneded things. 
<^ As I perceived he was delirious, I faid nothing 
^^ to him either of his confeffion or his retractation^ 
** I requefted thofc about him to let me know 
*^ if his reafon' returned, which they promifcd 
<* me ; but, alas ! I was informed, the next day, 
♦* that he expired three hours after we had left 

f The Abbe Mignot, a refpe^lable magiftmtey did^l in his 
power taperfuade M. de Voliairc to die as became a Chriftian. 
1 " him, 
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** him, that is, the 30th of May, 1778, about 
*^ eleven at night '*. If I had imagined he would 
'* have died fo foon, I would never have left 
*^ him, iMit have done my utmoft to give him 
*^ fpiritual afliftance. He died therefore without 
'^ the facramcnts! God grant he may not have 
** died without a fincere defire to receive them, 
** and an unfeigned intent to retrad tlie impieties 
« of his life. 

** This, may it pleafe your Grace, is a faith- 
*^ ful relation of the death of M. de Voltaire -f-; 

" So 

* After the departure of the eurate of St. Sulpice, and the 
Abbe GaultJcr, M, Trpnchin, Voltaire's phyfician, found hit 
patient in mod violent agonies, crybg out, with all his ftrength, 
•• I am defertcd both by God and Men !'* Dr. Tronchin, who 
has related this fa6t t6 feveral refpe6table'perfons, could not 
forbear adding, ** I wiili all thofe who have been feduced by the 
'* writings of Voltaire had been witneiTes of his end : fuch « 
** fight muft have converted them.** 

f This Memoir of the Abbi Gaulticr being publiihed at 
Paris, was thought fpurious by many, and, among others, hy 
M. de la Lande, who, to be fatisfied of the truth, wrote the 
Allowing letter to the Abbe Gaukier. 

SIR, 
. A Memoir has been puUHhed in your mme, at Paris, con«- 
tiuning an account of the death of Voltaice, there are in it feve^ 
lal letters which b«t little refemble his manner of writing. It , 
s^rts, that you never heard him eox>fe&^ nor evergnutted him 

S } a ccr^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



t 26* ] 

^^ So deplorable fin end ought to c^hTuiee fifteen 
^* of the danger of deferring their . converfion to 
f^ their Isaft moment's, 

^^ I have the honor to be, 

^^ With the moft profound refpeft, 
^* Your Grace^s moft humble 
** And moft obedient fervant, 
Paris, June i, 177&. 

^^GAULTIER, Prieft^*' 

* 

a certificate of confeffioa ; that though you were requefled td 
come and* confefs him, you- did not find him in a prpper condi^ 
tion, and that you had fince been refufed admittance* Suffer 
me, Sir, to a& you, whether this- Memoir be really yours ; and 
if it be true, that you never gave him any certificate of con* 
feflion. A Memoir like this may well be cxpe6ted to excite 
the curiofity of a per&n attached to literature, and a pupil aod 
friend of the Jefuits* I caAnot doubt therefore but you wiU 
inform me how f^r I may depend on its auUiei^ticity} ai^ hqpc 
you are convmced I am, with all re%eft, 

Yours, 2(Cf 

Oa. 12, 1778. DE LA LANDE, 

Qf thq Academy of Sciences, at the 
College Royal, Place dc Cambray^ 

The Abbe Gaultier, in.anfircrtQ this letter^ «fiured M,4l 
la Lande, that the Memoir in queftion was by him, and pro* 
mifed to fhew him the original letters, figned by Voltaire, as 
well as the retractation, written in his own hand. M. dc U 
Lande went to the AbbI Gaultier, and fliiisfied himfelf wi^ 
regatd to the authenticity of the Memoir, 

As 
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^s foon jrs the death of M,,de Vdtadrc became 
fwblic^ h was likewife known the Archbi&op de- 
ti^ri^ned to reftrie hkn the rites of cccleiiaftical 
i4atermeiTti, . This refolutbn was much approved 
of byvm^ny, aad was juftified by M^ Linguet fomc 
lime aftpr in his Annals, 

Thfisd^ternaiifiktidftnot to fuffer Mvde Voltaire 
to be buried in coftfecrated ground, at Paris 
obliged his faixiily to have recourfc to expedients 
to procure the body to be interred cjfewhcre. 
They obtained fron^ the Abbe Gaultier a certi- 
ficate, dated the 30th of May, which teftified, 
ffe came at the requisition of M de Fohaire to bear 
his confejjiony hut that he found him incapabk of the aSt. 
The curate of St. Sulpicelikcwifegav^.a written 
confent, dated on the fame day, %hat the body af 
VVf. de Voltaire might be carried cm^ without ceremom^ 
md thiit he willingly renounced all his dues^ 
. The relations of M- de Voltaire, having pr^* 
cured thefe papers, pretended they would tranf- 
port the body to Fernei, though that was by 
no means their intention. They carried it to 
Scellieres, an abbey of the Bernardines., io thedio«- 
cefe of Troyes in ChampagnCji where his obfequies 
were celebrated on the fecond of June^ by the 
prior curate, affifted by four other curates of the 
neighbourhood, and fome vicars. The biihop of 
Troyes, having been informed that the body of 

S 4 thp 
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the great patriarch of modern free-thinkers had 
been carried to Scellieres^ immediently fent an 
order to forbid its interment. The order, how* 
ever, arrived too late, for the Prior hiid already 
finiihed the ceremony. It was agreed that the 
body fliould not be taken up again; but the 
Bilhop laid the chapel, in which it was buried^ 
under an interdi&ion, and the Prior of Scellieres 
was depofed by his General. 

A wit,*on this occafion, wrote the following 
epitaph for Voltaire. 

HlC INTER MONACHOS C^TIESCIT, Qyi NUN- 
CJTAM CONTRA MoNACHOS QjriEVIT**. 

As however the cuflom and ftatutes of the 
French Academy required a funeral fervice to be 
performed for every Academician, M. d'AIembert 
aiked the Cordeliers of Paris, and perhaps others 
of the religious, to perform this pious office for 
M. de Voltaire, but they rcfufed. *^ If the Cor- 
*' deliers (fays M. Linguet) had fuffered them- 
** felves to be prevailed on by the Secretary of the 
^^ academy, this would have afforded a new topic 
** of mirth for the feafts of the philofophers, who 
*' would not have failed to ridicule a mafs, fung 
by the Monks for hire, at the requeft of M* 



iC 



* Here, amqpg the Monks, reft? h? who ticvcr fuflfercd Monks 
to reft. 



d'Alcm- 



\ 
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^ d'Alcmbelt, for the repofe of the foul of M. d« 
** Voltaire/' It was therefore thought highly 
improper to furniih them with this new fubjed: 
for raillery. 

The partilans of M; de Voltaire complained 
loudly^ but certainly without reafon. The clergy 
did not prevent ftatues from being ere&ed to 
him at the theatre^ his eulogium to be propofed , 
as the fubjeA for the prize of the academy^ or 
maufoleums to be built for him at^his chateaus. 
But they would not permit the aihes of the faith- 
ful to be mingled with the remains of a man 
whofe whole life had been devoted to the pro- 
pagation of his irreligious tenets; a man whofe 
old age appeared heated with impious phrenzy, 
and who, the nearer he approached the tomb^ 
ieemed to manifefl a more violent hatred againfl: 
religion and its minifters. Thefe are the reflexions 
,cf M%Linguet^ nor are theyeafily aofwered* 
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ANECDOTES OF VOLTAIRE*^ 

CoUedled from the Converfation of fewrrf* 
Inhabitants of Geneva^ from different^ 
ItaTiied Men, and ff om Letters relating, 
to this great Maa» 

Tbo^sb who were not perknxdXPf acqtiakrfed- 
with M. de Yoltrntty frecfucntly eBquire whe- 
ther he was fo- Mdinary m his \perfw as^is 
enemieia reprefeftt. They htve only to examiutf 
Iris pdrtrait^^ they are very exad, efpecially that* 
before the* edition of his works, printed at! Gfe- 
neva in 1757^ This was painted by Liotard, who/ 
was excellent at a likenefs, and engraved by Bale- 
chore^ The countenance of M. de Voltaire was 
livdy, andexpreffive of a kind of archnefs. He 
had a fercaftic ftniie, his- eyes (parkled with the 
fire of Prometheus, and, when he was animated by' 
fenfibility, his figure was not difpleafing ; efpe- 

* We are indebted for this coUedion of anecdotes to a literate 
peHbn, who has ama&d a great number of mejRKurs and letter^ 
OA the moft celebrated raen of the age. We give them as we 
found them, and hope the public will receive them favourably, 
without making us rcfpooiible for fuch contradiftions as Tiay 
be found between thefe anecdotes and the preceding memoirs. 
The fame man may be feen, by different people^ in di&rei^t 
lijiitr^ 

• cially 
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i^kUy In the lat^fer ye^r^ o£ his'life, when agjft lu^ 
•anfiderably foftfened his features. 

M-PaUffiH has faid, that Vol^ife poffeffed vmnk 
heoevoleBiee and gffnerofity. He has ccrtainiy 
Ihewn thefe excellent qualities on feveral occafiens^ 
b«t, if fuchwae his printitive charafier, it was. 
ipuch impaired,, by that fpirit of parfimonious ex* 
qn^tneft,. to which he was very early 9ddi€fced, by 
his fondneft for ill-natured pleafantry and epku"-. 
rean frivolky, and by the refentment he imniT 
fiejUed at the fatircs levelled againft him, and in 
fed, af the moft juft and candid criticifm* 

It muft, indeed, be confeffed, that his charadcr 
was like his talents, unequal, and that the ex-r 
preflion, little great man, which he made ufe of 
in ht» Mieromegas,.tx> ridicule Fontenellc, was ap- 
plicable to himfelf both as a roan and a writcr^^ 



Bat if the external appearance and temper of 
Voltaire were not always pleafing, he made amends 
fcMT it by a livelinefs in converfation, ^hich many 
pR^rfons of wit and abilities have not pcrfTeffled. 
Thofc who have never been in his company may 
fQtm fome idea of his manner, from the excels 
lent fcenes in Nahine and L'EnfMit prodigtic,. 
His converfation was an agreeable mixture of 
Uvely btnx mots, intercfting refleftions, happy ap- 
; X plications. 
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plications, and difcuffions, which difplayed teal 
learning, without formality or pedantry. This isk 
the ftyle of the greater part of his letters, which 
his converfation greatly refembled, nay, exceeded ; 
for when he was in a gdod humor, or pleafed with 
his company, he animated what he faid by the 
vivacity of his eyes, his a^ion, and an air of 
gaiety and politenefs which he then never failed 
to affume. Many who have gone into his com- 
pany, ftrongly prejudiced againft him, came away 
delighted and furprized, notwithftanding the dif- 
advantageous ideas widi which they had been prc^ 
pHofleffed. 



Thefe great talents for converfation, appeared, 
however, to be confiderably impaired when he 
came to Paris, in 1778. Thofe who were ufed to 
the polite world, fays M. Mercier, remarked, that 
after fo long an abfence from the capital, he no 
longer preferved the happy medium between fcri- 
oufhefs and pleafantry, vivacity and fententiouf- 
nefs. It was, befides, eafy to fee he had the itch 
of appearing ingenious^ every phrafe was mani- 
feilly fiudied, and this effort, being fo apparent, 
became at laft highly difagreeable. 

But Paris, where Voltaire was obliged to re- 
ceive ib many vifits, and reply to fo many com.- 

pUmentSi 
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plimcnts, was not the place where a proper judg- 
ment could be formed of his converfation. This 
could only be done at Fernei^ in the midft of his 
intimate friends^ or in fome feledt fociety, while 
he received the incenfe of delicate flattery. Thca 
it was that his natural gaiety ihone forth in all its 
luftre, and though he might at firft appear timid 
and conilrained, he foon refumed his uftial bold« 
nefs andwaxmth. 



Even at Paris^ thoie who did not think him 
always natural (though it was rarely he was other- 
wife) were charmed with the fallies of wit which 
cfcaped him. The Dutchefs of Luxembourg hav- 
ing faid, in the prcfence of fcveral perfons of dif- 
tin&ion^ I fincerely wifh our differences with Eng-. 
land may be accommodated. Madam^ replied M. 
de Volt^re, ihewing her the fword of Marcchal 
Broglio> who was prefent. This fluill accommo^ 
date every difference. 



Voltaire was not only prompt at reply, when 
the jcft was againft him, but perhaps ftill more 
fo when complimented. 

A mm of wit, on his arrival at Femei| having 
addrefled him with thefe words. 

Hie eft JMkcenas Firgiliufque ftmuL 
In you we find both Mecenas and Virgil. 

Vol- 
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Voltaire immediately replied. This tought to ht 
true of one who is honored with fuch a vifitor. • 
St. Hyacinth,, with whom , he had at firft 
been very intimate, happening to be prefent at 
one of the reprefentatiofls of Oediptis, when the 
theatre was extremely crowded, ftid to M. de 
Volt$iire> pointii^g to the multitude^ Yondef Is the 
beft eiilogium on your tragedy. Your appro- 
bation, replied Voltaire, is much m6re flattering 
to me than that »f -thk a fl embl y. 



. Volt»re, iu aU his letters, complained he wa$ 
ilL • He ibmetimi^, perliap9> rea% w^s fo; but^ 
in general, he enjoyed % very good ftateof health> 
which ia part he -owed to his manner pf living. 
-His 'ftwiies and "watehings having brought on- the 
fcurvy, Jhe for a long t^me confined himfelf to* 
live on vegetables, pnd took a great deal pf milk 
coffee ; but as this beverage^ which may be very 
beneficial when taken with fome precautions, is 
apt to clog the ftomach, he frequently purged 
with caffia. I. am obliged, fays he in one of his 
letters, to take phyfic four times a week, and 
therefore, as you may well imagined, am more . 
fit for the Ihop of an apothecary thin the court 
of a great Prince. 

. . Whea 
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' '^JVIictr it was very cold, ht patfed ttie greatcif 
part of the day in bed, but rofe, when the wea- 
ther was fine^ and waUcedin his gardf^ 4for took 
an airing in k^ (Coach 10 4^ paijc^ 

By the lide jo£ his bed, vdiich was ^^neiry^ieat, 
and always feeW^ed wWi feooks, was placed an 
elegant tabte^ on which was water, milk-cbffee, 
an ink-ftand, and fome flips of Wanjc jpaper, 
to niark the ^ages he wiflied to read again, 
or on which he intended to make obfervations. 
He wmt&'m die margin of almofl: all thi^ lM»oks 
1m read, aail his leiaaarks, iafpkisd by ang^r or 
di^iSt, i&at^ed his oprnkm ef the vmrki £Bme^ 
times aJsfe he .masked k% faeaatles. He rMi^ly r-ea4 
any work thrcsogh, except he ibuiad.k vory exlaeU 
lent and xnteridliiig. 

' He fceqiifintiy iiiaifle abicidgpieats of th# ^rk- 
i«gsof oel^ated authors, pn^ferving c^y itdiir 
was good, and frequently xedxaced ib^esfil vQfumes 
to one only* ' ^ ' 

He WBS: TBcy converfimt in the old f^pench 
aiithors, yrksossx iee much admired, aiid wboi^ 
fjptightiy fal&it '.he "frequently condefcendcd. to 
make .his o¥VQs. ' 



What Vohaire' has faid of the^early difpky of 
his talents, and his inclination for the arts, ought 
* " not 
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ttot to pafs unnoticed here^ fincc it is undoubt* 
cdly true. 

The Mufcs all prefided at my birth, 

For ere I yet could fpeak I ftammer'd vcrfe ; 

To lov'd Pamafliis, by Apollo led, 

My fubje£t heart eager obey'd his laws : 

An ardent wifh to rhixne, hath oft made rhimers ; 

I rhim*d fpontaneous, in my own defpight* 

The love of fcience feiz'd, cnflam'd my foul, 

I every art admir'd, nay, ador'd. 

* Few poets poffeffcd fuch facility of compo* 
iition. He wrote verfes more rapidly than the 
generality of authors can write profe. The greater 
part of his dramatic pieces did not coft him more 
than a months and fome of them have been finiihed 
in a fortnight. Even in his advanced years^ when 
his imagination might have been cxpeAed to be 
enfeebled, and his judgment impaired, this afto- 
niihing exuberance never forfook him. The fire 
of his genius was not extinguiihed by age. Thofe 
who then vifited him frequently found his con- 
verfation, at firft, languid and inanimate ; but, if 
they were once able to intereft him in, the fubje^ 
his eyes brightened by degrees, and fhone at length 
with fuch luftre, that no one, who had not known 
him to be an old man, but muft have fuppofed 
him a youth of moft extraordinary vivacity. 



Digitized by 



Google 



t ^7i y 

It has been faid, he enforced this fprightimcfs 
hy the conftant ufe df ftimulatives, and, prin- 
cipally, by large quantities of coffee^ But aftef 
he had put hitnfelf undef the direftioh 6f M* 
Tronchin, he was certainly mOre moderate in the 
ufe of this beverage, which has been fo much ex- 
tolled by fome, atid decrifed by others; befidd 
that> he diminlihed its ftrerigth by mixing with 
it a great deal of milk. 

Notwithftanding this Wahnth of imagination^ 
he maintained great exadlnefs ih his domeftic 
affairSi He Was probably the only poet who ever 
kept a tegular ledger. While he was cbmpofing 
. Alzire> L'Enfant prodigUe^ and his Newtonian 
philofophy, he fupetintended the building of the 
chateau of Cirei^ *^ I am become,*' fays he, ih 
6tit of his lettefs about that time, ^^ overfeer of 
*^ the workmen, I write their names every day 
*^ in a large account*bo6k;" This Wais ^ very 
ttoublefome undertaking, but his pliant genius 
rendered every thing eafy, and the pleafiite of 
dbligihg the Marchionefs du Chatelet fufficiehll/ 
recompenfed all his exertions^ 



Voltaire fdmetimes employed h^lifeif itt fpe-» 

culatibns of. finance, afld was intimately cdn-» 

united with fcveral fihancieis- A good s^ceount* 

T • «n^ 
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ant was fup^rior in his eftimation to z mail of 
letters, except the latter greatly excelled, in fome 
particular- fpecies of compofition. He even de- 
clared, that though they were coipnaouly fiip- 
pofed merely felf-interefted, many among theiti 
had given proofs of the uoblefl: gcnerofijty; z% 
indeed, the following fafts prove. 
• The Farmers General, during tht war of 1741, 
were at the rifk and trouble of borrowing, at 6:VC 
fer cent, and lending to government at the fame^. 
rate, without making any profit. 

When M. Orri, in 1.743, to. favour CQmmerce,^ 
fuppreffed the impofts on the.exportation of UnenSji^ 
woollen manufadtures, and tapiftcy, the Farmery 
General would not confcnt to receive any indem.- 
nity. 

. One of them fiirnilhed a whole province with, 
corn, in a time of fcarcity, without making any 
profit ; and refufed any other reward than a me<jal, 
which was ftruck in honor of him by that pjro- 
vince. 

Another financier, Samuel Bernard> who h^d 
frequently, alone, affifted his country, left ten 
millions of livres (above four hundred thoufand 
pounds) lent to individuals, half of which bore 
no intereft. 

When the fubfcription for the edition Qf Cor- 

neille, intended* for the benefit of his^ niece,^ was 

• " ' openedi 
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opened, the cosptpa^y of Farmers General fub** 
fcdbed fot fixty copies. 

All theic particulars are to be fouiid in the 
works and letters of M. de Voltaire. He had 
therefore Ibme reafon to fay, in his Babouc, when 
peaking of financiers, they are inflated clouds,, 
which return in rain the dew they have fucked 
from the bofpm of the earth. 



It is well known the Abb6 du Jarri obtained 
jhe prize ifi 17 14. His poem was below me- 
diocrity, and the critics were, with reafon, afto- 
nifhed it Ihould be preferred to the Ode of Vol- 
taire, which, though not excellent, was mani- 
feftly its fuperior. The vi<3:or had flattered La 
Motte, and his flatteries procured him the medal* 
•A man of wit faid, on this occafion, perfonsin 
power recompenfe their panegyrifts with penfions, 
and academicians with prizes. 



The Abbe du Jarri, the Abbe Nadal, and the 

Abbe de Pons, were among the firft who cri- 

ticifed Voltaire. The Abbe de Pons called his 

Mariamne, a corpfe covered with pearls; but 

befl:owed the higheft commendations -on the works 

of La Motte, which occafioned this Epigram by 

Gacon. 

T a ' LittU 
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Little De Pong admires the great La Mottc ; 

Great man ! great wit ! great genius ! grdit-^whal Sl6t? 

Little De Pons was prone to magnify : 

Each man's a giant in a dwarfifh eye. 

The Abbe Nadal, who had himfelf written a 
tragedy, entitled Mariamne, joined with the Abbe 
de Pons, in his opinion of Voltaire's Mariamne* 
He criticized it feverely in his preface, and men- 
tioned Thiriot, a friend to the young poet, who 
privately vended the prohibited works of Vol- 
taire. The latter never replied to thefc inveflives, 
, but when M. Titon du Tillet had caft a piece of 
bronze, which he called the French Parnaffus, and 
in which he had introduced feveral indifferent 
verfifiers in company with the greateft poets of 
the French nation, Voltaire propofed as follows, 
to join with them the AbbeNadal. 

With yonr Helicon, ptay, Monfieur Titon, make haftc ; 
Let Danchet, St, Didier, and Nadal be placed 
AU-a-row, on yonr mount ; let a like load of bays, 
A like crop of laurel, like quantum of praife 
fiy Nadal, St. Didier, and Danchet up -Some, 
St Didier and Danchet and Nadal adorn. 

The Abbe Nadal never forgave this epigram, 
and Voltaire was from that time decried by him 
.as the laft of poets. 

Thiriot, 
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Thiriot, whom liladal had attacked, becaufe 
he was Voltaire's friend, was known to the ene- 
mies of that poet by the name of Friar Nicaife. 
By this they intended to ridicule the blind ad- 
miration he always expreffed for the author of the 
Henriade. He was a very worthy man, but per- 
haps did hot poffefs thofe abilities which migljt 
be expeded in the friend of Voltaire. His com- 
papy was fought after by the literati of Paris, 
becaufe he was acquainted with a great number 
of anecdotes of that celebrated man, and in pof- 
feffion of fcveral pieces of poetry, which had been 
communicated to none but himfelf. 



The refentment of Voltaire, at the injuftice done 
him by La Motte, did not foon fubfide. He firfl 
revenged himfelf by Le Bourbier, a fatire, In the 
manner of Marot. He wrote feveral epigrams, 
and when he met with M. de la Motte, was not 
fparing in farcaftic bon mots. 

That academician having one day faid, he in- 
tended to write a tragedy of Oedipus in profe : 
Do fo, replied Voltaire, and I will turn your Ines * 
into verfe. 

M. Bel had before farcaftically faid, in a critl- 
cifm on the writings of La Motte, that he had 
given a profaic verfification of his dramatic pieces, 
in order to accuftom the public to profe-tragedies. 



^ A tragedy in vcrfe by La Motte. 

Vol- 
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Voltaire, in his youth, experienced the misfor- 
tunes confequent on imprudence. He was confin- 
ed in the Baftile, and banilhed to SuUi fur Loire. 
While he was in his exile, he wrote ^n epiftle to 
the Regent, at prefent not very common, which 
concluded with a kind of petition for his recall. 

Fame and fupport from thee I hop'd to fiad» 
And fliall thy mercy, to my miferies blind, 
Extend to all, except alone to me, 
Who wander, exilM, fighing to be free ? 
Mull I, who fing thy praife, thy rigor feel ? 
No— wfrom thee to thyfelf I dare appeal : 
Since innocence from thee can't fuffer blame, 
I not thy pity, but thy juftice claim. 
Deign here to read what love and truth indite, 
Not what my enemies, but what I write ; 
And fey if, thro' this work, thou doft not find, 
Marks of a noble, an unfpotted mind : 
Or^ if the heart that feels and knows thy worth. 
Could give to fuch detcfted • libels birth 
As.they to me impute. Think, Prince, if chance 
Should make thee o'er fome portrait caft aglaAce, 
Might not thy judgment, hafty given, tho'ftrong, 
Mifled by worms or varnifh, once be wrong. 
And, on the time-worn canvas, falfely trace 
Raphael's touches in a Vignon* face ? 
Poets, oh Prince, thus copy and deceive, 
A rival nation prone to lie and thieve* 



* A bad painter. i 

But 
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Bot didft thou know their flandcrs, and my heart, 
I then fliouM dtcad not Envy's kccneft dart ; 
Unvcird ftey'd Hand, and I no more Ihou'd pine, 
Opprefs*d in youth, and fee my day decline ; 
Virtuous thyfelf, thou virtue would'ft refpeft, 
Ceafing to perfecute, thou would'ft proteft ; 
Perhaps would'ft patronize a poor reclufc. 
Nor rank his writings with their grofs abufe. 



M. de la Faye and M. Fourmont were two men 
of letters, who were highly agreeable to Voltaire, 
becaufe they added, to their wit and learning, all 
the enibellilhments of the moft unafFedted polite- 
iiefs* When M. de la Faye died, M. Fourmont 
addrefled fome verfes on that event to M. de 
Voltaire, their common friend. The poet replied 
in the following quatrain : 

Your verfes, like yourfelf, we muft admire, 

They breathe a tatibnal poetic fire ; 
Painting your friend, in ev'ry touch, we find 

Some feature of your own ingenuous mind. 



About the year 1735, Voltaire turned his ftudies 
almoft entirely to phyfics and philofophical enqui- 
ries; lefs to gratify his own inclination, than to 
oblige the A/Iarchionefs du Chatelet. This coft 
him great attention and labor. He has declared, 
that he always left his ftudy confiderably indifpofed, 
and, when he had written any thing of this kind, 

T 4 he 
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}\^ was forced to have rccourfe to the affiftance of 
other learned men to revife his writings. 

The work publilhed under the title pf Elements 
of the Newtonian- Philofophy, was eftecmed fut 
perficial^ but nobody could charge it with obfcu- 
jrity ; and it certainly required great ftrength of 
genius tP pafs; from the flowers of the Belles I^t-r 
tres to the thorns of the Sciences, and yet com* 
pleatly to conceal thofe thorns from the reader. 
Indeed many readers, accuftomed to his enchant* 
ing ftyle, imagined they fliould be able to 
underftand his book as eafily as ^ work of mere 
entertainment. The author has warned them 
figainft fuch a miftake, ^* I believe,-' fays he in 
a letter to M. Berger, ^^ that any one who has been 
^^ a little accuftomed to exercife his mind, will 
*^ eafily .underftand my book ; but if any , fuppofc 
** it is a work which may he read between the 
^* the opera and fupper time, like a tale of L4 
*^ Fontaine, they wijl find themfelves greatly 
^' miftaken, It is a bopk which requires ftudy 
^^ apd attention,*' 



When Voltaire publiihed, at Paris, his Elements 
of the Newtonian Pl^ilofophy, adapted to every 
papacity, which had firft apypeared in Holland, he 
yeferyed to himfelf an hupd^e4 apd f^fty copies, 
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ivhidi he diftributed to the principal ixiagiftratcs 
and leai;ned men in Paris, who were able to form 
a jiidgment of his book. The Abbe des Fon- 
taines, when he reviewed it, accompanied a few 
praifes with a very malicious witticifm. He pre- 
tejided, at the end of his critique, that, among the 
errors of the prefs, there was one very ne«eflary 
to be correfted. In the title. Elements of the New^ 
tonian PhUofophy, adapted to every capacity^ inftead of 
adapted J faid the Abb6, we ought to read aduU 
terated.^ ^ , 



The Marchionefs du Chatelet well deferved- all 
the eulogiums bellowed on her by Voltaire. Thofe 
who knew her aflert, flie had much wit and 'a 
universal genius. ; that flie ppflefled both fenfibi- 
lity and gerierofity ; that, though not remarkably 
handfome, Ihe was genteely ihaped, had fine eyes, 
and many of the charms of her own fex, added to 
all the folidity of the other. Voltaire intended to 
defcribe her under the name of Theone in his Ba-. 
bouc. There are, fays he, many old women who- 
decry her, but flie does much mprc good than all 
of theiBf No advantage whatever could tempt 
her to be guilty of the flighteft injuftice, Solely 

^ Siemens de hi Philofophie de Kewton^ mis ^ la portii dt 
fttftlf pionde : il falloit lire-7r^/V 4 ^^ f^^tf de touf k monde. 

intepi 
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intent on the advianceriient of his glory, ftc gives 
her lover the moft difihterefted advice. He would 
blufii, if, in her prefence, he had negledod any 
opportunity to do good. 

• Who is this divinity you celebrate ? fkid M. 
de Cideville to M. de Voltaire. The latter re- 
plied-*— 

Not who Emilia is, but what 

A few fhort touches fhall denote. 

A beauty (he 5 and yet a friend ! 

Tho* Sports and Wiles on her attend. 

Yet, knowing well his knaviAi lures. 

She turns Dan Cupid out of doors. 

Flowery her fancy ; yet, tho' juft, 

Dazzle it may ; delight it muft. 

Solid her tcafon, yet fublimc ; 

Exub'rant, oft, tob high 'twould climb; 

So vaft her genius, too, that it 

Horacfe olr NcMrton, might befit. 

Yet fhe to trifling can defcend ; 

To tattler's tattle ; or contend, 

With diamonds, clubs, fpades, hearts provided, 

Till Folly's battles are decided. 

Madame du Chatelet, amid the moft attentive 
application to ftudy, actually entered, and with 
cnthufiafm, into all the pleafures of fociety. She 
fang, Ihe danced, and was an excellent adtrefs. 

Hir 
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Her fonl is wove from v¥cb fofine. 

Pliant each form it takes, 
Mouflts in the mom to hdighls divine. 

And in th* eretiihg rakes. 

Thus wrote M. de Voltaire to tlw Cbmte de 
Sade, ^^ F^ftiions, drefs> and bawblee^^ adds he, 
^^ are fuitable to her age ; but her merit is fuperior 
^^ to her age, to her own feic, or to ours.'* 

Madame du Chatelet alfo wrote verfes : at leaft 
I have by me feveral little pieces which bear 
her name. I Ihall only quote an epiftle to the 
King of Pruffia, which I believe has wrer been 
printed. ^ 

Halfwoman, half philofopher. 
Thro' this. poor world a paflenger. 
Where fimple peace and fmiies reform 
Far from the baubles of a coutt^ 
Intrigues and politics, and lies ; 
Far from the follies I defpiie ; 
From love's inconftancics and tricks ; 
From fops and fools, andfanatics ; 
Far from that mercenary hoft, 
Who dupe defpifed ignorance moil:. 
In folitude, contemplative. 
And happy liberty I live. 

IvTot that, by metaphor and trope, . - 

Vd flieW ftiyfelf a liiifanthrope ; . ^ 

I hate not all : ^tWete this^fy then, 

Singly to fnarl and guard my den! 

N 
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No— Fvc a friend, Voltaire, wliomyoii^ 
Perhaps, hold worthy fricndlhip too ; 
With him, I wifdom's leffons con. 
While time and tide glide gently on. 
^ Of men or gods I nothing wanted. 

Where one fmall dofe of prudence granted. ' 
From thefe faid gods we've one felefted. 
To whom our temples are ercfted ; 
The decorated walls, around, 
With precepts from himfelf abounds 
Here I, retired, in thought fcrene, 
Thofe wilh*d-for fruits of prudence glean. 
Aflc you to know the facrcd name ? 
•Tis Frederic ! Seated faft by Fame, 
Lo ! yonder, from Olympus, he 
Charms and inftru£ts the world and m^ 
Ah ! wherefore may not 1 afcend, 
With leflcr gods, adoring bend ? 
Alas ! from us inferior wits, 
Obfcur'd by glory, Frederic fits^ 

For me, of nature all ferene. 
Nymph of the woods, and meadows green> 
I, near the fedgy banks of Blaife, 
Unenvied pafs, on earth, my days. 
And canft thou not, a moment, cleave 
The clouds, and all thy thunders l^ave ? 
Ah ! fure, to be obligM to reign, 
JAxx& give the focial fpirit pain. 

It is not true, that Voltaire quarrelled with the 
family of th? Marchipocfa du Chat^let, after the 

death 
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Tdeath of that illuftrious Lady. There is a letter 
from him, dated Fernei, to Madame de Chambo- ' 
nin, in which he fays, ^^ Do you not fometimes 
** fee the Marquis du Chatelet ? His fon has writ- 
f* ten to me from Vienna* He has rendered him- 
^* felf of confiderablc importance at a very early 
** age. This cannot but give a moft fenfible 
f^.pleafure to his father; if you fee him, do not 
'* forget to make my refpeds/' . » 

There are mafty verfes addrefled to Madame 
du Chatelet that have never been publiihed. We 
have feen fome which are worthy being preferved* 
The following were written on her library. 

Some reft, fome ftudy, fome few jokes, 
Few filly books, few filly folks, * 
A friend, much foiitude, no ftatc. 
Say, is not mine a happy fate ! 



But what does much more honor to the Mar- 
chionefs du Chatelet than the verfes of Voltaire, 
is, that that poet performed the greater part of his 
ads of beneficence during his ftay at Cirei. Se- 
veral men of letters experienced his generofity, 
and among others, M. d'Arnaud, whom he, from 
time to time, furnilhed with fmall fums, to pro- 
cure him admiffion into the theatre. This excel- 
lent man, being jafterwards defirous of returning 

the 
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the money to M. de Voltaire, . the latter toljd him, 
** It was a mere trifle, and that a child never re-^ 
*^ turned fugar plumbs to his father.** 



Several other perfons partook of the liberality 
of M. dc Voltaire, who, living under the eye of* 
fo generous a Udy, followed her advice 2ind ex- 
ample. Not but he had before beeni a benefador 
to many, men of learning, but he was more par- 
cularly^^fo at that, period ; nothing encouraging 
us fo much to virtuous aftions, as to know they, 
arc witncdfed by a perfon whofe eftcem we defire 
to obtain. 



■ .i..i t i i im. 



Notwithftanding the various poetical defcrip- 
tions which have reprefented Fernei as a palace 
built by Fairies, it was no more than a heat, agree- 
able country houfe ; convenient, but not fpacious, 
fipce it ha4 tut feyen wiQdows in fffltat. Every 
thing there had rnorq th/e appearance of titve c^m-> 
mpdious retreat of a perlbn of moderate fortune, 
than the fumptuous dwelling oiF an opuleRt iin-:^ 
ii;i^rried man. This has been faid of it by the 
Marquis de Luchet. Some neat furniture, fer- 
v^nts rpiodeftly habited, a table well fupplidd, bijt 
iiuexpeufive, gardens adorned by Nature alone> 

ap4 
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^jada^ptrk, kept in no great oeder^ conapofe the 
whok defcrlption of Feraei. 

The church, which Voltaire pulled dowh and 
rebuilt in another place, to enlarge the pro^edb 
from his^houfe, is a fmall and finaple edificcw 

The theatres^ which have been fo frequently 
mentioned, prefented no v^y Iwilliant decorations. 
The fide fcenes were ornamented w^. leaf brafk 
and paper flowers. The per^djtlve conilftal of 
Arcades cuttto form a kind of piazza* Tfaecur- 
tai&9 inflicad of baize> wasacbth, on whickwaa 
painted, ia cinnamon colour, an^aoamei^ iun« On 
iuch a theatre: were Zaire^ Jkm, an0 Mnvpe^^tSbcd* 



Though Voltaire was a poef, and agreqtt jppet, 
he does not feem to have lopked on poetfy ia fo 
important a light as n;iany of his brother bards. 
^^ I know not, fays the Abb^ Trublet, w^t h^ 
^^ really thinks of profe and verfe, for I do not; 
*^ abfolutely rely on what he fays in hj% writings/* 

It is very certain^ that, as Ipon as he began to 
ftudy the Newtonian philofpphy, he confiderecj 
himfejf much fuperior to Rouffeau, whom he ve- 
ry unjuftly calk a paltry verfifier. ^^ Roijffeau, 
*^ faid he, defpifes me beqaufe I fomctimes neg- 
*^ left rhime, and I defpifehim becauf^- he knows 
^' nothing but to rhime.*' * 

Pope 
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l^apt having become a philofopher, or bemg 
dcfirous to be thought one, has expreffed himfclf 
<in the fubjedJ: of poetry in much the fame, manner 
as Voltaire* *^ Whenever I think ferioufly, I 
'* cannot but think thefe things very idle ; as idle 
<^ as if a beaft of burden Ihbuld go on gingling 
V his bells, without bearing any thing valuable 
<* about him, or ever ferving his mafteri" (Let* 
tcr to Ed. Blount, 1723a) 

• Voltaire, indeed, could hot pardon verfes which 
did not rife above mediocrity ; he preferred profe 
to fuch compofitionp ; but no perfon was more de* 
lighted with poetry truly excellent. He was la- 
vilh in eulogiums on Racine, and there is no doubt 
but his praifes of that elegant and harmonious 
poe|:,/the Virgil of France, were really fincerci 

When he was alked to write a commentary cii 
Racine, as he had done on Corneille, ^ What would 

* you have me remark? faid he: I could only 
' write at the bottom of every page, ex:quifite ! 
^ beautiful ! pathetic V 

Voltaire looked on Raciiie aS the model 
for poetical, and MafiUdn for profe writers- 
On the table, hear his bed, Athalie always lay by 
the fide of the Petit-Careme. 
' A young fcholar having one day fpoken flight-* 
ingly of Boileau and Racine, iii the prefeiM:e of 

Voltaire, 
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Voltaire, ^^ Softly^ young man, faid he, John 
*^ and Nicholas are our mafters ; let us refpeft 
*^ them, and endeavor to imitate their beauties/' 

The young man endeavoring to fuppprt what 
he had faid by quoting^the opinion of an Acade- 
mician, fufpeAed of not much admiring thofe two 
great poets *^ Plhaw, replied Voltaire, his verfes 
*^ are the higheft panegyric on theirs !** 



The correftnefs *of Boileau, and the pathetic 
elegance of Racine, had rendered him no great 
admy'er of any of the Engliih poets. 

Being afked one day what he thought of the 
genius of Milton, *^ The ancients, replied he, re- 
*^ commended us to facrifice to the Graces, but 
^^ Milton facrificed to the Devil/' Milton, how- 
ever, ftudied the graceful as intimiately^as the fub- 
limeof poetry ; as numberlefs paffages prove. 



There was a law fuit. bet ween the Marchionefs 
de B * *, Lady to the.Princeffes,- and the Comte 
de L * *, who reciprocally accufed each other of 
a gaming defraud, relative to two contrafts. This 
trifling difpute had produced complaints, appeals, 
and requifitions at Plombiers, where it happened. 
M. de Voltaire, being there at that time, was 
chofen arbitrator, and wrote the following verfes 
ion the memoir of Madame de B * * as his award : 

U Vain 



Digitized by 



Google 



t ^90 } 

Vain your complaints, you've nothing loff; 
'Tis you the thief are, to our coft ; 
You ileal our freedom. While your heart 
You guafJ too well from Love's keen d^irt ; 
Btti Vfentis, Queen of Spi^fts tnd Siftiksj- 

Prociaims ^ou catigfct by f0\it oWri wifte. - 

'' \ i 

A young poet, who thought himfelf an origi- 
nal writer, having confultcd him on a tragedy/ 
foil of exttaordinary incidents,- Voltaire pointed 
out to him the defefis of his piece. The Rhimer 
replied, he had purpofely forfaken the beaten 
track of Corneille and Racine. " So much the 
^^ worfei returned Voltaire; originality is nothing 
^ but judicious imitation/' 



' A moment's impatience and difpleafure, at fee- 
ing Madame p * * ufirig eofmetics, produced the 
following lines. 



*t> " 



If chance, or money, fliould iftfufe. 
To your calrbuncled face a cure ; 
Tho' much Icfs ugly than bfefore, 
Of uglinefs you'd ftiU have ftore. 



Mbderh hlftory, faid Vdtaire> oh a particfilar 
occafidh, is rendered irifipid by dwelling on trivial 
incidents, fit only for gazettes. The gravity faf 
the ancietit hiftorlans difddned thiofe rhinutise^ 
ai^d only defcribed great and important events. 

Their 
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Their pi&ures, themfoce^ have more boldnerr 
and expreffion. 



Voltaire ieemed to believe he had inoee. ad« 
mirers in England than in Fraace, This might 
be the cafe in 1730, but latterly he had as many 
partifans at Pari^ m a£ Ijuuioxij or even more ; 
becajuTe, having aiTumed ii> all biS writbgs the 
fprigbtly air of the Parifians, he ploafcd alaioft 
every body. 

3Life, faid Vokaire, is tbick fown Avitli tliornSs 
and I know no other rerrvedy than to pafs ^ii^icy y 
throngh them. The ionger ^ve dwdl on ow mif- 
fortunes, the greater is their power to'harm us* 



Methufelah himfelf^ did he exift, could nevci 
read,, faid he, on anatheyr a(:cafion, all the non- 
fenfe which is daily printed. I know not, added 
he, but the fcarcity of books amqng the ancients, 
might be preferable to that multitude of publi- 
cations which fwarm from the prefles of London 
and Paris. 



Becng prefent, early in his life, together jvjtk 
Atfaupertuis, in the dreffii\g-'rQom of the King of 

U 2 PrufEa; 
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l^ruffia; he addrefled to the Philofopher of St 
Maloes, then his friend, this impromptu : 

Sec from that head, rcver'd, the ringlets flow. 
Pure as his manners is that ample fleece ; 
His locks, types of his genius, white as fnow,' 
. Have Time outftript, and ftill with Time increafe. 



Ingenuity, in adapting the conveirfation to the 
perfbns with ^hom they converfed with, was com- 
mon to Fontenelle, La Motte, and alfo to Vol- 
taire. The firft time the Duke of N, an Englifli 
nobleman, came to fee the latter, he turned the 
CQnveriation cm what might moll intereft his Grrace* 
He difcourfed on the heroic deeds of his anceftors, 
and, thence digrefling to the illuilrious perfons 
produced, by his country, gave his opinion on the 
merits of Robertfon and Hume. 



Voltaire was not fond of academic eiilogiums, 
which he confidered as only proper to give a falfe 
coloring to fadts, and to produce declamers. 
Inflead of that exaggerated panegyric, often be- 
jftowed on perfons of very inconfiderable meilt, 
he recommended hiftorical difcuflions, in the man^ 
ner of Plutarch, in which more regard might be 
paid to truths The Marquis de Villette relates 
this of him ; and adds, that, one day reading to 

him 
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him one of thefe declamatory eulogidms, he grew 
dull and tired before he had heard a thjrd part 
of it. 



^iWPii— — 



Voltaire compared the Englifh to ia butt of their 
own ftrong beer, the froth zt top, dregs at bot* 
torn, but the middle excellent. 



*^ Your nation, like your language, faid Vol- 
^' taire, one day to an Englilhman, is a ftrangc 
" mixture of a variety of others. When I be- 
** hold one of your countrymen fond of the triclcs 
*^ and chicane of law, I fay, there is a Norman, 
*' who came over with William the Conqueror. 
*' Whien I fee another, affable and polite, he has 
** the manners of ja. Platagenet ; or a third, outra- 
^^ geous and brutkl, that, fays I, Is a Dane/' 

Notwithftandinfg his enthufiafm in behalf of 
the Engliih, he confeflfed, there were among them 
many unfociable and melancholic char^&ers. He 
one day faid to Lord Lyttleton, 

Capricious, proud, the felf-fame axe avaijs. 
To chop off Monarch's heads, or horfes tails. 



In fome farewell yerfes to the Marquis de Vil-* 

lette, Voltaire, after having been received with 

U 3 mucli 
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much refpe<9: at Paris, thus renounced his pre** 

judices agiainft his country ; » 

# 

Tho* abfent long, I Frenchmen find the fame, 
Mild, learned, focial, z&iytf fond of fame ; 
Born to be lovM, when educated well. 
The world they vie with, England far excel. 



Difcourfing of the Hiftory of England, *^ The 
hangman, faid he, Ihould be their hiftorian, for 
he has ufually fettled their difputes/* 

Yet he was fond of fpeaking Englilh, and con- 
yerfed in that language with Dr. Franklin, the 
Lycurgus of America. Madame Denis, being 
prefept, faid, ^' She ihould be very glad if they 
would fpeak French, that Ihe might underftand 
and improve by their difcourfe." ** Niece, replied 
Voltaire, I own I am proud of being able to fpeak 
the language of a Franklin.*' 



Vdtaire, after his difputes with La Beaumelle, 
was told by fomebody, that writer had faid he 
would purfue him to hell. ^* Whenever h-e pleafcs^ 
replied Voltaire, be will find no impediment^ and 
he richly merits* fuch a refting place/' 



Speak* 



Digitized by 



Google * i 



C 295 ] 

^ Speaking of the overbearing difpofition difco- 
vered by M.aupertuis^ in l;iis quarrel with Koenig, 
h^ faid, ^* He refembl^d the weazel in tlieYaJblc, 
who did not care if he put both heaven and ^earth 
in confufiofi, for the fake of a rabbit's hole which 
he had ufurped/' 



W]^n he was told tlyat the King pf Pruflia w^s 
greatly prejudiced againft him by his eneniy, 
^* Well, ^aid he, I appeal from tjjie Great Ma# ill- 
informed, to the Great jMan better-informed/' 



^ authpr, whoife former works had been 
jtw.enty year^ forgotten, having brpken his literary 
IJlence by an attack on YoJ^aire ; the latter wrpte 
to QA^ of i^is friends, " This mah has left tljie 
abode of the dead to fpeak evil of the living.** 

On officer of the regiment of Conti, then ia 
garrifoh at Fernei, having caught . and fupported 
him as heftumbled, Jie tlianked)him by quoting the 
following lines from Zairf, 

" A'Frenchina,n's arm and honor I revere, 
To mc they ever ufeful wrcre and dear.'* 

U 4 He 
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He repeated the fame compliment to the Che- 
valier de TEfcure, who prefented him, on his 
laft journey to Paris, with ^n impromptu in his 
praife. 



The Comte de .**, coming to Fernei to fee 
Voltaire, the poet faid to him, ^^ You refemble 
Orpheus, who defcended to the habitatfbn of 
Jhadows. I am now no more than a Ihadow." 
*^ You are a mod paradoxical ihadow then, replied 
the Comte, for you emit great light." 



When Voltaire was told, that Mr.Needham had 
produced eels by an infufion of grains of corn in 
water, he replied, ^' I believe nothing of it. II ya 
la anguille fous roche'*; time will difcover the truth.*' 
In fadt, on a repetition of the experiment, it wis 
difcoyered that thefe fuppofed eels were only fari- 
naceous particles in a ftate of fermentation. 



The Marquis de Villette,- whofe converfation 
was particularly agreeable to Voltaire, remained 
with him, at Fernei, five months. A young lady 
of rank, but fmall fortune, tho' poflefled of every 

^ An eel under a rod* A French proverb, fignifying, 
there is fome error ; the wit was in the application. 

grace 
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grace and accomplifliment, was then at Feraei.' 
Voltaire ibon perceived, with great fatisfaftion^ 
that the Marquis was very attentive to that lady, 
and propofed his marrying her, with a portion of 
a hundred and fifty thoufand livtes (above fix 
thoufand pounds). ^^ I am fure, faid he, Madame 
^* Denis will have no objeftion j for flie lookson 
^' £e^ & Bonne -f^, (which was the name he gave 
*^ to Mademoifelle de Varicourt) as her daughter* 
*^ As to my other refetions, I have money enough 
^^ to leave them at my death, and you mull be 
*^ fenfible they have no vaft while to wait/' 

The Marquis de Villette would not accept this 
generous offer, but married Mademoifelle de Va- 
ricourt with fcarcely any fortune. When Voltaire 
was complimented on having been the occafion o£ 
this marriage, he replied, I have made two pcr- 
fons happy, and one wife* 

The Marquis de Villette, writing from Fernei, 
faid of Mademoifelle de Varicourt, with whom 
he was then defirous to Ihare his fortune. 
^* She - is the guardian angel of the patriarch, 
** and is become neceffary to his exiftcnce. You 
** cannot imagine how affefting it is to fee the 
^^ fond careflTes ihe lavifhes on him, and the gratc- 
^^ ful manner fn which he kiflfes her hands. It 
*^ is Anaerebn ferved by Hebe.'* 



f Beautiful and Good. 



A pidturc. 
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; A pifturf , fiie, of every grace, 
Tbat, pioving, ornamepts ^ach place: 
Whether In kitchen, or in halL 
Miftrefs or maid, admir'd by all ! 
f^refti from the hand of Nature, flie 
Has N^ture^s pure £i&plicity. 
Wtftojok, andftmt arpaw'd, jctwufo^i; 
A Veftdi yet a Bacchante form'd I 
lUnfting, in {upreo^e 4^(ptef 
Incfitive liniles and chafte fcverity. 



. liJiPlliPMtii,.. 

During his laft iHnefs^ yoltaxre jearBicftly re- 
quefted Madame dc VUlettc to fend for a notary, 
that hp migbt leaye her faarther ptpofe of fais re- 
gard. Tbat young lady, too gritpfuJ for the fa- 
v&cB Ae had alr^eady recedved to be defin)ft» of 
more, j&fufcd for once to comply with the leqwft 
ef ^er dyiaig benefafton Voltaire jtljereforc wtoto 
a letter to M. d'Alembert, in which he f?iid, ^* That, 
as he k^ but a fe^ mpments to live, ^e had made 
ufe of diem to recommead to his care Madame 
de Vaiette/' 

The d^y after his arrival in the capital, Vol-' 
taiise prefeoted her to feveral ladies of the lOQurt 
who i^aoie to fee him. *^ Ladies, faid he, this 
^^ is S^e & Borneo flie took pity on my old 
^^ age. It is l;o her I owe the happinefs of feeing 

you, and indeed, that J yet j^tiRJ^ 

Voltaire 
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Voltaire'a care and tendernefs for Madame de 
Villett? was repaid by ^ trudy filial gratitude. 
Three months jifter the death of that celebrated 
man^ whom ihe conlidered as her father^ ihe could 
npt pronounce his name without flxedding tears ; 
nor recolleft the fportsof her childhood, in which 
he had fo frequently borne a part, without experi- ^ 
encing the tendercft emetiofis* 

Vl^ Ihall here add the fragment of a letter from 
M. 4e Voltaire to a rel^ion of the Marquis de 
Yilktte. 

*' The happy pair, Madam, haw given mt 
*^ permii^oa to congratulate you 00 t^hjeir feji*^ 
^^ city* Mademoifellede VaricQurtforniberly cooj* 
•* feoted to be iuy daughter; Mad&me de VUiettc 
" has.oow arrived at a ijiucli greatier honor, that , 
^^ of being your niece. This <iiftin^0n, I em 
*> affure you,.ihe well d^ferves. I oirfy reftprc 
" you your own : Virtuf^ sa enterged md^jt&m^ 
^\ i^g, a£kd th«e Gracea. My age wd iifimaHie» 
*/ will not permit me to pay you ray refpe&s in 
^* perfon, but nothi^ag -can dijniQiib tjbe fiocere 
^ regard with which Ifcave the iioipw t0 bet kc^ 

The following vcrfes were addreflibd tp (lie Mar- 
quis de Villette, on his marriage, by M. de la 
Harpe : 

For you, FeBcity her garland wreaths, 

Tje> youy ftos jkheft %wx Viokaix;e befaoiths \. 

His 
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His was the happy talk which blifs allures-, 
His laft beft work to render perfeft yours; 



When Voltaire was laft at Paris, at the firft 
viCt he made to M. le Comte d^Argental, he faid to . 
•* him, I haye put off dying to come and fee you.*' 



The Comte d'Argental was the intimate friend 
of Voltaire, and it was him of whom he faid, *^ He 
is born to increafe the harmony of fouls, as Ra- 

■ meau was to enrich the harmony of founds.*' He 
made him the confident of whatever he wrote. 
When the£«^/ Prodigue was firft afted, the name 
of the author was concealed, and only known to 
M. d'Argental and Mademoifelle Quinault. Vol- 
taire wrote thus to thataftrefs; ^^ You are able 
*^ to keep the fecrets of another as well as your 
** own. Were it kno^h I an? the author, the 
*^ piece would have been hifled : the world can- • 
/* not endure the fame perfon flbould fucceed in 

* *^ two different kinds of compofition. 1 have 
*^ made myfelf enemies enough by Oedipus and 
<^ ihe Henriade.** 

In. 1776, a print was publiihed, entitled. The 
Breakfaft of Fernei. M. de la B * *, defignef of 
this engraving, is there rcprefented at the tea- 
table. 
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tabic, very plump and bulky, as he was; while 
Voltaire is in bed as thin as a ikeleton* At fight 
of this caripature, he exclaimed, *^ This is poor La- 
zarus at the table of the wicked Dives.". And fee- 
ing another print, he afked, ^^ Was it worth all 
this trouble to reprefei\t me fo. ugly/' 



X It is. well known h? was like Horace, irafci aler, 
and even much more fo than Horace; for his 
paifion fometimes became a kind of rage*. To 
excite this, the name of Freron was fulficient. A 
friend, who had called to fee him at Fernei, faid 
to him, one day, in the courfe of converfation, 
qn the author of the Annie Literaire ; " You would 
not then receive him, if he ihould come to pay 
you a vifit V* ^^ Receive him ! exclaimed Voltaire, 
J would Ihew him the Ihorteft way out of the 
houle/' ^* But if he actually Ihould come, replied 
his friend, • would not this be doing homage to 
your genius ?'* " It would fo — It would fo, returned 
.Voltaire. Yes, if he Ihould come, I would cer- 
tainly accomodate him with the bcfl: bed in my 
Jboufe/' Thvjs by humoring his vanity, it was cafy 
to footh the violence of his. temper. His inti- 
mates were well acquainted with this fecret, and, 
by repeating a few of his own vcrfes, their comr 
mon-place flattery could prodtice the fame effeft, 
on him, that the harp of David did upon Saul. 

Voltaire 
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Voltaire did not approve thofe heteroclite 
dramas, which are neither tragedy nor comedy; 
and ohly ferve to fliew the incapacity of the au- 
thor to write either the one or the other. A man 
of letters, from Paris, being on a vifit at Fernei, 
Voltaire alked, *^ What news from the French the- 
atre ; do they ftiH omtinw, fay» he, to play at 
boWls witli death'i heads ?" This was the expref- 
fion of an author of the laft age concerning the 
Eiiglilh. 



^it^^Mm 



Voltaire, one day, read the mattiifctipt <rf fiis 
tragedy of Merope to the Abb6 de Voifenon, 
x^^'6 efteemed it admirable. " Velt, feid ViAtkitt^ 
the aftors have tejeOred it." They did not i^frfe 
it long ; it was ^ed, and met with the greateft 
fticcefe, both through its own merit, and the ad* 
mirablt performance of MademoifeWe Dumefhii. 
** Whart would yt)u fay ^writes Voltaire in one of 
** his letters) to an a^efs who drew tears from 
** dre audience during three futceflive ad?s ? Thte 
^'^ auditors gave me all the credit for the eK?qm- 
^^ fire pleafurctbey received : pasrt of it was 4ue 
^* to tke performers. *'I%e enthufiafm -of the pit 
♦^ "was fo extravagant tbat they demanded to fee 
** Ihe, inthemoft chmorous manner; I was car- 
^ tied forcibly into the box beloijging to the 

" Ladjr 
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^ lady of Mdrechal Villars, Who was th<-rt^8^ltli 
^,.her daughtei'-iti-ll\v. T he audience w^f6 fr^tit, 
« they Called out for the Dtickefs de Vaiai?s to 
^^ K^ifs me, and made fo much nmfe, Ihfe was 
^^ obRged to comply, by order of hfef mother*- 
- ** in-law. , 1 was kiffed in pubihi, ife Alaiti Ghar* 
*^ tier was by the Princfefs Mar^kret bf Scotland i 
^^ tut he. Was alteej), a:tia 1 tvas Wide awakfe.** 
(Letter to M. it Jiigutberfe.) 

This enthuliirm of the public ttinrporfcd VoK 
taire ; he was as pleafed as k child with fo mufeh ee^^ 
lebiity : nor did he coticeal thfe ifatifefaaibh he fdt. 
It even hindered him from ileepin^. Lettksfrbm 
^ j?rinte or a Mihifter have fothttihieS deprlvtid 
hiiii of reft, and difturbedthe r^^t of hii rfetreit J 
which ought to have been thi^ tetteal of a J>hi* 
lofopher. 

, After the reprefentation of jHzirt, Madaihe du 
Chatelet, being afked, why he ajjpfeared lb tiifla^ 
tisfied in the moll agreeable compihj^'? ^^ BeciltJfe, . 
jTaid fhe, the execution df .a fhotoribus fbl/bit ha!s 
diverted the atteiitioii oi thfe piiblic. M. de Vfal- 
tafre, and hislTrie tragedy, are nO longer talkefl 
of. This bccafibhs his fitleilineft, hfc di^httt f4i- 
give the toJtiired criminal/^ ^ *- 



^^A young man, who intended to ftudy phyfic, 
:u^ving communicated his dcfign to Voltaire^ 

<^Whai 
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'* What have you undertaken ? fai<l he, fihiling ? 
Why to convey drugs, of which you know but 
little, into a body of which you know ftill Icfs.'* 
Yet he frequently confulted phyficians, and 
fometimes even quacks, though he had but little 
faith in the medical art. ^* Regimen, faid he, is 
better than phyfic." Every one fhould be. his own 
phyfician. We ought to affift, and not to force 
Nature; but, more efpecially, we Ihould learn to 
fufFer, grow old, and die. Some things are fa- 
lutary, and others hurtful ; eat with moderation, 
wh^t you know by experience agrees with your 
conftitution. Nothing is good for the body, but 
what we can digeft ; what medicine can procure 
.digeftion ? Exercife. What will recruit ftrength ? 
Sleep. What will alleviate incurable evils ? Pa* 



tience.'* 



To this patience he frequently added the re- 
medies prefcribed by able phyficians ; he allowed 
thefe were very rare. ^* Their art, faid he, like 
every other, requires genius ; nor is it poffible 
to foretell the iffue of many diforders, without 
that aptnefs at prognoftic, which charadlerizes 
the phyfician of genius. A charader moft rare 
and eftimable, for every profeflion produces its 
Yirgils and its Mceviufes.'* 



.^ 
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- He recommended; to thofe who did not pof&fs 
this genius, to wait the efforts of Nature, and 
rather to obferve than to aft.^ 

He did liot approve of the remedies of moun- 
tebanks* His pleafantries againft the anti-apo- 
pledic amulet of the apothecary Arnoud, by 
wearing which many have died of apoplexies, 
and the beaume de vie, ufcful on fome occafions^ 
but dangerous if too frequently ufed^ are well 
known. He was told, one day, that Hippocrates 
prefcribed the blood of an affes foal for madnefs; 
that> faid he, is a remedy which feems to have 
been invented by fome perfon who labored under 
the difeafe. 



Voltaire frequently ridiculed thofe wretched 
rhimers, who talk of the elegance in which they 
live while they are dying with hunger, and who 
rack their imagination to celebrate their volup- 
tuous leifure. He has not forgotten them in his 
Pauvre Diable. 

No coat, no (hoes, noftockings, fhiv*ringl. 
Wrapt up, fans Iheet, in half a blanket lie j 
Dead fmall beer fip, and fing from parchM-up throaty 
Champagne and neftar, in moft mournful note; 
Starving, of dainties, balls, and banquets vaunt, 
Tort'ring my brain, the charms of eaft to chaunt. 

X He 
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He certainly ought to have difluaded, from the 
dangerous path of literature, numbers of thbfe 
young perfons, without fortune, whd miftakc the 
phren^y of making bad verfes for genius; but 
inflead of giving falutary advice to the prodigious 
number of paltry verfifiers, who paid hirii homage, 
he encouraged, extolled, ^nd fed them with flat- 
tery fend h^pes. 

There was no fcribblei-, fays M. Merder, who 
did not write to Voltaire. He was fo kind as to 
.anfwer all their letters, becaufe thi^y flattered his 
exceflive ifelf-love. It wis the traffic of vanity, in 
which much was faid, and nothing meant. Vol- 
taire has been often known to retrad,* after the 
death of authors, tht ptaifes be had beftowed on 
them while living ; and dlfavow, in converfation, 
the flatteries he fa liberally difpenfed in his writ- 
ings. There are no lefs than feven authors, known, 
to whom he had either faid or wrote ; I confider 
you. as my heir. You Ihall fupply my place. 
You will be my fucceflTor. And other expreflioiis 
to the fame purport. Among thefe, fome may 
perhaps have imitated his manner with fuccefs, 
but certainly France has |iot produced feven Vol- 
tklres. 

Somebody having faid to him. How can you 
flatter fo extravagantly fuch indifferent writers ? 

Thefe 
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Thelist ikuthor^,^ ajr^y Td vlttti^ ^iU h€ quite dUe 
of their fetife$ With yolir ptaifes. What TteulA 
you have tne do^ rqdted hej 1 haveftdothet 
way to get rid of tlfcem. Would ydu have me tell 
them they ate magpies> MfKert they inwigbe thetn-^ 
felves eagles ? They would not believe me> aftd 
1 Ihould but atm their vanity agaihft ittyfetf* 

Situated, like the great, between flattery and 
malignity, he etld^v^red to theriih the tme^ and 
reftrain the other* 



Voltaire was loud in his cbttutlendatidns of t>U 
derot, but certainly entertained neatly the fame 
opinion of him he did of Paliflbt, which was, that 
he had a ftrong underflanding, but was often 
fcarcely intelligible ; magnifying common place 
ideals, and announcing the chitnet^as Of hiis ima« 
gination as impottant difcoveries ; prolix atld in* 
corredt in his writings, which yet, from.fomeoc- 
cafional fliinlng paflages, might be compared to 
a chaos, in which the light breaks forth at ia*> 
tervals» 



Voltaire has writtpn feVetal Very fbttterittg Ut- 
ters to a celebrated writer, whofe literary produo* 
tions do him great honon He, however, thought' 
much better of his art of poetry than hiipoetical 
^a pieces* 
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pieces* He is, feidhe, llkeMofes^ whoconduft- 
ed others to the promifed land, though he neveV 
entered it himfelf, When the opera of Roland^ ' 
written anew by the fame avurhor, was aded, he 
was afked to go and fee it : No, faid he. Qui- 
nault has forbidden me. 



All the editions of Voltaire's works contain %* 
gre^t number of pieces which ^re not his. He 
fometimes would fay, my inventory is already 
made out, though 1 am not yet dead, and every 
one inferts fome of his goods to obtain a fale for 
them. He fometimes wrote to the publilhers : 
Do not print fuch a number of things afcribed, ta' 
me, there is no travelling down to pofterity with 
fo much baggage. He, who of all our poets is 
the ligheft and airieft in his ftyle, is moft volumi- 
nous and heavy in the external appearance of his 
works. They have been four times publilbed in 
quarto, and loaded with a great number of things 
which Ihould have l)een rejected. A hungry edi- 
tor, fays he, is glad of this trafhto fill up a vo- 
lume, which he thinks not fufEciently large. Such 
abufes prevail in literature, and almoft in every 
kind of trade. There are merchant fliips, and 
there are pirates : the wor4d is full of thefe frauds. 

The 
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The Marquis de^Villett^ relates a very extraor-*^ 
binary anecdote, which: is, that VQlts^re had a fc-. 
ver, every year, on St. ^^rtholomew's day, on. 
which he never reqeivf d ^ny vifits, but kept hi^ 
bed, "while a certain unaccpuntahle affection of his* 
organs^ and, an intermitting qui^kBefs of pulfe, 
fufficiently marked this periodical crifis. He muflr, , 
hpwever^ have been l^fs affed:ed by this cxtraor-, 
din^ry paroxyfm than has. been pretended, becaufe. 
there are fome verfes, of his writing, dated the; 
twenty-fourth of Auguft, or St, Bartholomew's- 
day. It is true he wtflies this day, fo calamitous to 
Frapee, might-r^ 

With long forgotten hiftory, ' ' 

, Buried in oblivion be j ' 

Mortals, cohdemn'd to foffer, ought, 
With happier times, to have their memory fraught. 



The Prelident Kinglin, of Colmar, had a Ion difor-^ 
dered with the palfy in his l^s and thighs. Voltaire, 
as he kiffed the child, who was very handfome^' 
faid, " Here is the head of Cupid on the body of: 
^Lazarus/* 



Afficr the reprefentatiqn of Alzifa^ th? co|iver« 

fatiop, in ^ company where Voltaire was prefentj 

X3 WrQc4 
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turned on the impreffion which the noble and 
chriftian fentiments of Gufman had made on the 
axrdiencc j the MarchiOneft of * ♦, who had play* 
ed the part of Alzira, fcmarkcd, that chriftianity/ 
naturally infpires us with an elev^itton of foul : 
TcS| channipg Alaira, faid Voltaire, but you eaufe 
the damnation of thofe whom Qufm^n converts^ 
This anfWer is only arepetitjou of the end of an 
epigram he formerly addreflfcd tq Mademoifelle 
Gauflin; but it has been , frequently remarked, 
that Voltaire often repeated, in profe, wjiat he had 
before written, in verfe, ' * 



' '.I . nij p 111 ] I . , 

Madame de * *, who yvas very handfome, fpoke 
highly in praife of the w^t of Voltaire, Mrhor^turn- 
ed the compliment by fayipg, I know. Madam, you 
perfedly wel]. Uiukrfland what witia ; but I muft 
be siilow^d to be a conneifleur in beayty, and | am 
Ht prefept in raptures^ 



^^rrrm^n^'m^mm 



Hfi complimented another very handfome lady, 
by telliog her, Your rivals are mafter-pieces of 
art, you ar^ a mafter-^piece of nature. 



Three very amiable ladies having been Intro^ 
duced to Voltaire, be requeued they would fit 

down 
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down ; the contour of the Graces, faid he, is 
charming when ftanding, but much more fo when 
feated. , 

Notwithftanding the praifes Voltaire lavilhed on 
Helvetiiis in the letters he. wrote to him, he had 
no great efteem for his worics. This appeared 
not only by what he faid# in converfation, but, 
ftill more, by his criticifm of his book, entitled 
De TEfprit, after the death of its author, " No- 
*^ body can believe, fays he, that all minds arc 
** equally proper for the fciences, and differ only* 
^* by education. Nothing has more frequently 
^^ been proved falfe-by experience. Thofe who 
*^ are i^ot deftitutc of fenfibility, are much ofFend- 
" ed with what this writer had faid on friendfhip, 
*^ and he, himfelf, would have rejefted, or at 
** Icaft very much foftened his exprefSons, if he 
*^ had not been carried away by the fpirit of 
*^ fyftematizing. Itweretobewilhed,likewife,that 
.^^ this woirk were more methodical, and contained 
^^ fewer trifling renjarks, the greater part of which 
'** ar^e without foundation.** Vcdtaire charges that 
author with emphatically repeating common-place 
ideas, though he had before reprefented this very 
writer as fiiperipr td Boileau, and has faid to hini, 
-^^ You .excel fo much in my own profeffionj 
^^ that I dare not «xercife it after you.** 
■ - X4 Voltaire, 
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Voltaire, on his return to Paris, was greatly 
furprifed at the abfurd and , affededs jargon h^ 
heard in all companies ; at the conceit with which 
thofe of the moil defpicahle capacities fpated 
themfelves on the throne of criticifm; at the af- 
fuming familiarity of the greater part of young 
perfons, and at that fpirit of contradidiion^ only to 
be equalled by their ignorancp, in which they in- 
dulged. He was above all offended at their gun- 
ning, in his prefence ; he confidered this praifticc 
as dellruftiv^ of conyerlation, the bane of good 
tafte, and the wit only of thofe who have none. 
He faid to the ingenious Madame du Deffant z 
Let us combine to deftroy this monfter^ which 
thus tyrannizes over the polite world. But Vol- 
taire did not live long enough to effe<9: its dci- 
ftruftion; this deforn^ed tyrant flill reigi^s, at Pa- 
ris, under tl>e n^me of Charade. • • 



■^^ 



Voltaire could ill accommodate himfelf to that 
extreme infignificance. which predominates fo con^ 
tinually in the converfation of women. Happen^ 
ing once to be in company with fome very elegant 
ladieSy or who believed themfelves fuch at leaft, 
after having difcuffed all thfc topics of the mo- 
ment, they began to talk of their drefs, and en- 
|:er minutely intp the merit of each others caps^ 

an4 
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and ribbands. One among them remarked, ^that 
Madame de * * bad on a pair of Ihoes mofl: ex- 
quifitely elegant : pray, Madam, faid flie, who is 
yout fhoemaker ? He is a divine man !— -An ad- 
mirable man !— An unp^afalleled m^n ! Voltaire, 
whO;Was prefent, atlaftbeganrto lofe his patience, 
and faid, with fome peevilhnefs, " Indeed, Ladies, 
** you talk in a Very extraordinary ftyle. A Ihpe* 
*^ maker an -unparalleled man ! What terms pray 
** would you eny)loy to fpeak of the greateft rAan 
V in the nation ?" — ^Voltaire has extremely well- 
defcribed thti manners of * the greater part of wo- 
men in his f^ de Paris i^ de Feifmlles^ in which, 
he fays, they— —' ' • /i ... ^ 

In fecming raptures altogether, ' 

Tattle of fermons, caids, and weather; ; ^ 

Exhauft their lab'ring fouls with laws, ^ . 

Tq regulate the price of gauze. 

What colours match beft, blue or pink. 

And fing becaufe tliey cannot think. 



AH kinds of games, except chefs, appeared to 
him very infipld. . He acknowledged them inven- 
tions abfolutely neceflary for thofe who had nei- 
ther bufinefs nor other div.erfibn, and who had 

but that refource% 

' .' . ' • . 

Soon as the cards appear, behold. 

Fop, fopI> peer, prioft, fcpr, cit, ydtog; oU, 

With 
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- t WUh artieiU eye dqvour the pack* 
And ^dkR their blifs on red and black ; 
Fill up the- horrid Ypid of thought. 
With battles all by avarice fought. 

• He knew the danger of play by experience, hav>- 
ing' loft ten thaufandlivres (above four hundred 
pounds) at Biribi. 



Vdtaire, on hi? la^ a^rfv^il at Farip, was (lopped 
gt tjbie ^^rmm^ by tt^? Offipers of the R£venue, 
wM ft^qwred wH^^r he ha4 ^^y thing in his 
c^rrMge liab)e to pay 4uty. Geotktincnp replied he, 
there is nothing contraband here, .^xgept jcpyfelf* 



^ 



Though V<>ltaire afieAed to have a great rc- 
fpeft for the profeffion of an aftor, it is probable 
he had not much niore efteem for it than thofe 
who have reprefcuted it ^s not v^ry hpnpr^ble, 
Le Kain, when young, having folicited he would 
procure him adqiiflion into the Royal Cppipany 
of Comedifuifi, he replied, AJx ! roy friend, ne- 
ver engage in the pxoifeiHon, A&, fgr ygur amufe-* 
jpeuti^ but Jiever make a^ng yourbiifinei^. 

Yet Voltaire fcewed every outward j[nark pf re* 
fpedt to the, comedians* Wheu they came to com* 
pliment him, 00 his arrival lat Paris, he £ad to 
them^ ** I Ibafl henceforth only tiveforyou, and 

by 
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by you.** M. Linguet thought this anfwer very 
fingular, and has queftioned the truth of the anec^ 
dote ; bm it is certain^ that, however ftrange it 
may appear, it is no lefs true- ' 

In a lettfcr to a certain performer, are thciW 
words, which he has been often known to repeat 
in conversation. '^ I look on your art as one of 
^* thofe which do the highcft honor to our cQua* 
*^ try, and merit the greateft jrefped^*^ 

Such a declaration does not well agree with his 
anfwer to Le Kain ; an anfwer much to b^ approv* 
ed, both from a regard to the manners of the na^' 
tion, and the opinion of the public, which is not 
very favorable to the profeffion pf a comi^diam** 
One of the ftatutes of the French Academy Is, not 
to receive ftoy one into their body who has eiter« 
cifed it. This was^ iqdeed, difpeiifed within tKe 
cafe of Dubelloi, who, having pcrformcd.on a;^age 
fix hundred leagues frpm P^i?, it was ijof kQQ.wnf 
at leaft every one might pretend not to know, 
that ha had ever been an aifixtf; 

Though Voteaire foaietuaes behaved with (b^ 
much refped to a^rs and adre^^ he did not 
always treat them with the fanie ceremonyt One 
day, when his Irene was performing at this Ijoijfe 
of the Marquis de Villette, a celebrated a<9;i:^s rcir 
Siting her part rather negligently, Voltaire faid tg 
hcr^ " Really, Mad^WoifcUe, it is wmeceffary 

!^ foj 
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^ forme to Write verfes of fix feet, if you gulp 
^^ down three of them." 

Lp Kain, himfelf, when he has been playing 
Orofmanes at Fernei, has heard the poet faying- 
id a low voice, when he thought he did not per- 
form with fufficient feeling, cornqju^ cotnique. An' 
jiiftor^of the name.of Frere, having requefted to play 
the.partof Gengis J^han, in the Orphan of China, 
and fometimes falling into inanimated monotony ; 
Voltaire muttered between his teeth, *^ FreteGengis^. 
«5 FrereGengls (Friar Gengis)/* He told Sarrafiri,^ 
when he recited a fcene of Brutus in too languid a 
ipwner, . ^^ You feem to be faying,' O holy virgin ! 
**^ grant I may get a hundred pounds prize in the 
** lottery." Another aftor, who poffeffed'a good ' 
vaice, but no great underftanding, pronounced 
tfaefe verfes in a flat and infipid manner ; 

Inftant the Conqueror peaceful fhall appear ; . . 

• The truce proclaim'd, he comes : behold him here ! 

*^ Yes, fays Voltaire, the Conqxieror is coming ;'' 
*^ but you announce him as if you fliould fay, Stand 
^ out of the way, don't yau fee the Cow." 



Voltaire was greatly attached to M. Turgot, 
Firft.Minifter of the Finances, who had, he faid, 
begun his career by becoming the father of tlje, 

people* 
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p&>^le. He wrt>te to Madame de Af aurispas. r f * If 
** ever M. Turgot leaves his place^ I Ih^ll turn 
*^ Monk in defp^ir/' When that mlnifterwas 
difgraced by M. de Clugni, Madame de Maure- 
pas reminded Voltaire of what he had faid. ** Very 
** true, Madam, replied he, I am become a Monk 
" of Ciugni/' 

• The Abl)6 de Lille!, whom Voltaird ufed to call 
Publius Virgilius de Lille, was at Fernei, when 
the difgrace ofM.Turgot was made public. - Vol- 
taire knew well the regard the Tranllator pf the 
Gcorgics had for that minifter. He immediately 
quoted thefe words, from the ode of Horace t© 
Virgil, on the death of Qulntilius ; 

Multis ilk bonis jtebilis occldit: 
NulliJUbilior quam tibiy Firgllu 

H'ow did the good, the virtuous mourn, 
And pour their forrows o'er his urn ? 
But, Virgil, thine the loudeft ftrain. 

Francis. 

When Voltaire came to Paris, M. Turgot haf- 
tened to fee him. He was then very much trou-» 
bied with th^ gout, which had rendercihim hard-* 
ly able to move his legs. After the firft compli- 
ments, Voltaire, turning towards the company, 
faid, " When I look ort M. Turgot, I think I fee 
^i the ftatue of Nebuchadnezzar." " Yes ; th e feet of 

*' cUy,. 
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' *« chy, replied the minifter/' -*" And the heaii o£ 
«^ gold ! the head of gold** 1 returned Voltaire. 



At the age of eighty-four, Voltaire paffed whole 
nights in correfting his tragedy of Irene. He told 
the aftrefs who was to perform the principal eha-* 
rafter : ^^ Ihave been laboring f|r you all night, 
*^ as if I were a young man of twenty^** Whea 
this enthufiailic ardor was abated^ he faid to fome. 
of his friends — ^Do you not think me very child- 
Hh ? — In Ihort^ his paflion for admiration and ap* 
plaufe fometimes bordered on puerility. A young 
painter, who had been fometime a.t Fernei, cpm** 
ing to give him the firft information of the fuccefs 
of his Irene ; Voltaire, who was then in bed, 
caught him in his arms, rolled over him, and 
exclaimed in all the agitation of vanity compleatly 
gratified, *^ Have I then the happinefs to pleafe 
*^ the public in my old age, as much as I pleafed 
*' it in my youth !** 



Voltaire was a meniber of atmoft all the acade* 
mies of Eyrope, though he did not think Aat 
academies had ever given birth to any great dif- 
corcries in philofophy, or produced any great 
gealus ia eloquence, poetry, or painting* He 

long 
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long contittued to publifli fever»l thii^sagainft 
the French Academy, which had preferred thei 
verfest)f the Abbe du Jarri to his ode. Can we 
wonder that thofe who poffefs real abilities, will 
not write for the prize of an academy whick 
judges fo ill ? 

He fays, in a letter to the AbbS Mouffinot, who 
bad fent him the coUedion of Prize Poems of the 
French Academy, inftead of the Memoirs of the 
Academy of Sciences. *^ You have iniftaken the 
*^ wretched French Academy for the Academy of 
*^ Sciences. A man once, who had fent for eigli- 
^^ teen fwans, (cigncs) to ptit into his canal, re- 
** ceived, in ftead of them^ eighteen monkeys, 
*^ (fir^cs). I feem to have gotten thirtj-one 
^^ monkies inftead of the eighteen fwans I wanted. 
** Pray let me beg of you to procure me the 
*^ volumes of the real Aca.demy, and I will return 
*^ you the fulfome complinaents of this infipid 
*^ French Academy.'* 

He afterwards fpoke in a very different manner 
of this body, wlien it was compofed of his own 
admirers. He reprefented it as an affembly of 
the firft men in the nation, and an honor to lite- 
rature. 

He thought lefs favorably of the Academies in t|ae 
Provinces, which often produce men* ufeful in the 
magiftracy, thcarmyj^ or the church, though b\^ 

few 
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few dijftinguilhed in the polite arts. He therefore* 
very little regarded their frequent offers of ad-. 
miiEon. * 

He was a mfeitib.er of the Academy of Bourdeaux ; 
though, in his Candide, he has indulged in rathef 
a fevere pleafantry, on that body, and the futility 
of the queftions propofed by them. Yet a collec- 
tion of the ^prize pieces of this Academy, which 
has produced feveral men of the greateft merit, 
Would be very interefting. 

The Academy of Angers had admitted him 
one of their niunber ; neverthelcfs, in all his fati- 
rical pieces againft Freron, he always put, after 
the name of Mafter Aliboron, (which that inge- 
nioui critic fo little deferved) the title. Of tbe Aca- 
demy of Angers. ' 

He wrote to Vifclede, Secretary to the Acade- 
my of Marfeilles, that he loved Academies, but 
that he loved Republics ftill more. This is a proof 
of the little efteem in which he held the honors 
fliewn him by thefe literary focieties in the pro- 
vinces. 

A member of the Academy of C * *, was re- 
counting to him one day all its privileges, and 
concluded with faying,^* It was the eldeft daughter 
*' of the French* Acadeniy:*' "Yes,*' faidVoltaire, in 
reply, *^ She is- certainly a good girl, for her ex- 
^* ploits have never been much talked of/* 

He, 
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He was more fond of being admitted into fo* 
reign Academies than tliofc of France, and was 
particvlarly vaip of the title of Fellow of the 
JLoyal Society of London* He, was zlfo a member 
of feverai Itali^ Academies* Th^ of the Ar- 
cades,, which is o»e of tb? moft celebrated, being 
defirous to diftinguilh yoltaire^ gave him the fur- 
name ofMrsy-EO, meaning the Poet : or. The Fa- 
vorite OF THE Muses. 



Vokaire t^as much difiStoiied at riiVer having 
fcen Rom«; That cltyy/ he would frequently fay, 
has always been the capita! of Eirrope ; but his 
extreme "ficentibuftiefi''irivrp"eatking and thinking, 
which was his ruling paffion in the latter years 
of his life, neithcF- pop i n it t e d him to go to Ve- . 
Btice,; where he woxild have been watched by the 
IaquiiiJ;9rs of the State; nor to Rome,, where he^ 
would have been ia d^gar from tlic^e of the Holy 
Office. He dared not even truft himfelf in Savo)\ 
He had for more than twenty } ears dciired to take 
the benefit of the waters of Aix, and had aflced 
pennijfiion of the court of Turin, but received 
for anJWer, from the King of Sardinia, that his 
dominions were opento all who had ^beefi giiilty 
of no crime, and that he had therefore only to ex- 
amine his confcience. It i^ well known, however, 

y- that 
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that orders had been given to arreft him. This 
Prince, whom he called the Gaoler of the Alps, 
would have taken fufficient care to provide for his 
fecurity. Voltaire, therefore, did not dare to ex- 
pofe hinifelf to the refentment of fo religious a' 
Monarch, who had often complained he was already 
but too near his territories. 



Voltaire often repeated, ^i bene latuit bene vixif, 
but this maxim had no place in his heart. No 
perfon was more jealous of his fame, or lefs avoid- 
ed malignity and envy, by filence and retirement 
I, he would fometimes fay, am like the hufband p£ 
a coquette, whom every one enjoys ntiore than 
himfelf. 



Oeconbmy, he has often declared, isthefource- 
of liberality ; and this^ maxim he reduced to prac- 
tice much more effedtually tlian his Latin one. 



Amid that barbarifm into which the fine arts arc 
beginning to fall, it is fortunate that we have had 
fome writers who have defended the caufe of true 
tafte. Voltaire was of the number. He gave no^ 
quarter to that afFedied and abfurd jargon which, 
deftroys^ all propriety of metaphor, and ftrength 

'' ' of 
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cf fentiment ; nor to that ridiculous mixture of 
plain and poetical language, which disfigures the 
works of feveral of our profe authors. He has 
fomewhere faid in ridicule of this wretched tafte, 

Euclid in blank verfc let us^fcc ; 
Infuftiandrcfs philofopliy; 
And, fincc ideas thus yon want,' • 
Aftonifh fool? with found and rant; 
Batter our cars with words, and bellow, 
' To prove Racine a filly fellow. 

But wh^t deprived him of all patience, was^ 
to find declamation and bombaft employed to give 
importance to things, in themfelves, of little con^ 
fequence. He ridiculed, and with reafon, the 
llyle of thpfe authors who accompany every word 
with an epithet. ^ It were to be wiflied, faid he, 
we could make thefe gentlemen underftand that 
redundance is adhial poverty; and the adjeAive 
often the greatefl: enemy to the fiibftantive, though 
they agree fo well in number, gender, and cafe. 



He. was a great admirer of Mademoifelle Clai- 
ron ; I knew not, • fays he; in one of his letters, 
the merit of this adkrefs ; I had not even an idea 
of fugh finifiied and animated aftmg. I had been 
accuftomed to the cold declamation of our cold 
:., . Y 2 theatres. 
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theatres, and had only feen adors wlio bcgatt t^ 
fpout, as foon as they heard the cue, hefoire au aur 
dience af petits raaitres* 

He confefjed, however, he had never Teen th? 
true pathetic, in tragic afting, till Madame Du- 
mefnil appeared. ** Baron, faid ke, was noble and 
elegants Macjemoifelle le Couvreur poSefled grace, 
fimplicity, and propriety. But wc firft hcheld 
true pathos in Madame Dumefi^.l ; V^k^^f x^ Mc; 
rope, with diffraction in her ejres^ a^d ^jpfoca- 
tion in her voice, Ihe lifted her padfied hand to 
ftab her child.** He preferred extravagance in aft- 
ing to frigidit)^ " On the ftage (&id he, addreffing 
, himfelf equally t^ the poet and the aftor) it is 
frequently better to ftrike forcibly than juftly.** 



What Voltaire has faid of fom^e perfons. In 
power, may with great juftice bq applied t;o hioi* 
felf.' ^^ When you wait on them iu the mora- 
** ing, you Ihould enquire, of their valet, what 
" new^ from the water-clofet/* It is certain his 
temper was very unequal,, and altered according 
4is he had reftedat night, or digefted his fupper. 
It is not therefore furprifing there fliould he fo 
great a difagrcemeat iij the accounts given by 
different fravjcllers, of the rcceptbathey met with*, 
/fiomthe pbilofophcr, at FerAei* 

If 
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1? Hi was in onb of his good-humored mo-» 
A^litfe, tJiijI' were come to raife thim JFrbm the 
^ead; rtt hid no KFe in him, but they had re- 
fioied hiiii tb exiftehce. But if want of fle'ep, or 
pam, or too great application to any favorite 
ftudy, rehdendd hihl difpleafed with his vifitorsy 
he \v^s hot tdbefeeh: or, if he fhevvfed himfelf, 
fd'r a moihent, it was only to exprefs his impi* 
tience, dhd to giVe Vent to a few fevere and fa- 
tirical repartees. More incommpded than flat- 
tened, by the crouds who came to vifit hitti out 
of curibfity, and to fay, they had feeh him^ he 
frequently received them with morofenefs, ^^ Thefc 
people, faid he, to Madame Denis, take me for 
the wild beaft of the Gev^udan. Say, I am nofc 
U home. Say I am dead/' . 



When this little pettilhnefs was over, Voltaire 
w^s in fadt of a good difpofition, and eafily ma- 
naged by thofe about him. He permitted, du- . 
ring a part of the winter, a noify dancing, among 
his domeftics, in a hall adjoining to his apartment. 
He gave way to the whims of an old houfekeeper, 
^hd repeatedly exciifed the ofFencfes of a driitlken 
fervant, who was perpetually threatened ahd never 
punifted, " At bottom, faid he, to the AbW 
<* Trubktj I am undoubtedly a good kind of man/* 
V 4 An* 
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And this, was true, at certain times. The feme 
has been faid of many other men of letters, of too 
irafcible a charadter* But they had this advantage 
over Voltaire, that their paflSons and ill humors 
were confined to their domeftics, while the fagp 
of Fernei, giving himfelf up in his fatires to 
his defire of, revenge, pofterity will be induced 
to believe his refentment was as durab^^as vio- 
lent. Jt is to no purpofe to alledge, tijisff his be- 
iug fo often attacked, by the critics, had rendered 
liim too irritable ; and that there is a vanity, which, 
wheji wounded, admits of no cure. 



He never forgave Freron. Next to flattery, 
die moft certain method of' putting him in a 
good humor, was to inform him of fome epigram 
againft t^at Journalift. One day^ walking in his 
garden with a gentleman from Geneva^ the latter 
perceiving a toad, faid to him, '^ There is a Freron/* 
*^ What has that poor animal done to you, re^ 
plied- Voltaire, that you fliould abufe it in that 
manher ?" 



. He allqvvea,^ notwkhftanding, that this toad of 
Parnaffus poffeffed real gpod tafte, and pointed 
him out, t9 a nobleman of Turin, as the perfon 
who beil could. give him a juft idea of tfee new 
puUications which" appe^re^ ip France, 

He 
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He even endeavored to conciliate his favor, 
and wrote feveral letters to M. Morand^ the ce- 
lebrated furgeon, to defire he would perfuade 
Freron tofoften hi3 criticifins ; but he, prejudiqod 
againft Voltaire by the Abb4 des Fontaines, al- 
ways defied the author of theHenriade, and often 
piade hiipfelf dreaded,' 



The 'private and real opinion Voltaire en^er^ 
tained of the works of feveral writers, wliom he 
flaittered, was nearly the (ame with that which 
Freron <q)enly avowed in his critical puUicaticm^ 
Thftst Qught to have recimciled them : but many rea^ 
fon§ prevented their union* Peffons may poffefs^dii 
^ne, principles of tafie, and yet, by particular 
circumftances, be forced into widely different par-* 
ties. rWhen we read the following pBfi&ge;*in 
Voltairp, it canndt be doubted but that he iemS 
Freron thoiight^.Ac feme of the greateft part 
of books, with :which:we areinundatei ^ Gooff 
authors, fays he, employ no more wit than is n^ 
cei&ryj their thoughts are never fcir fetched,* 
but^ conceived with good fcnfe, and exprefled 
with perfpiciiity^ At pxiefeotr our writers feem tt^. 
deal in enigmas, nothing is fimplc,- but. ever^ 
thlttgaffefied and. unnatural/' .• > / :/' 
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The friends of Voltaire continuaHy endfeavared 
to cure him of his extreme iufce|5tibilrty at the 
flighteft criticifm, by reminding hirti of the great 
iame he hiad acquired. When he was laft at Paris, 
fomebody having faid to him, " You cannot bat 
4II0W the homage ybu re<Jeive ought to be confi* ,,V| 
dered as a fufficient amends for the fteblc attacks ,F1I 
which have been unfHie-omrotrr fame/* ^* Yes^ 
itfAied J9i^^:l aniltke Spirtacuis^ aflomfhed tt my 
evtn^y 1'* : 

. This gkary was itt &di .prejudicial' t»' him ; the 
cot^W^yOi' viRtB and xidnpllmeDts he wa&' obliged 
to iieceivc injlircd his hfi^k'. : He c(Uiftfftd, him* 
Mf^ fhat^herwas ftillbd with t(^> dud had aU 
irtys fbrcfeei fhis emb^rtaffinent ani^(fangcf Ift 

^^ PiiiSi (^f;Jie^;io'W fetter written fo W^ 
V:43$gk d^Chatihbomn in vfi^csyh a gu;l5)fer, whkk' 
*^ fyaibws- vpt Jail p&ch aid, reft o;^ mind, 
^ ^i^et*e H&f^is ^me vccmiiiu^ tiimtilt, I am 
i* difiwtti'inito the rwhirlpdc^rof tri?egSfllarity in 
f ^ lpii»':of 'Jhy&l£ ' I go att^coaiie : f fup dt cm 
V end o£ tke^xity, one aueauingytofup the ti&^t at 
^ ancrfier. pTom tfaelfiicifi^ of tlitee Of fctar 
^f- fffendfli' \ am obl^e^itb -harry rq the opera or 
** the comedy. I a*to fotceAta fee raritiiSa lik© 
^* a ilranger j to embrace, a hundred perfons i^i s^ 
^ day, and make an^t r^qeive a huudred protef- 

' . tations^ 
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** tatibiis. I have ndt d rfioihelit t6 teyfelf, hol^ 
** time to Write, think, of lleep. t'atri l!ke thofd 
** who w^f^piit to death by beifig fmothered 
♦^ with flowers" 

- IfthlscotitiftUd rotittd of kohor atid J>i'dal^^^^ 
^' fatigued him fo rtiutfh at fifty, What tff^St cduld ic 

T be expefted to pfoducfe Oii hirii wheh laboriftg 

uhdfef ^U rhe ihfifniities oF eighty, and wheri trafa- 
quillity ahrftempei^aiice l^^^re dfefblutelj^tiecelfefjr .^ 
His death thereforfe fbll6U%d fclofe bfihiS glof^. 



While Voltaiffe iacrificefd ttfthe Mxife^," tttt the 
banks of the Lake ^ftJttitii, fie had riWls, Ih 
Swifzerland, who, thdlrgh tai his <Bqtiiils iti t6- 
ptttatibn, were prbbabiy hi ih6t6 Kdppy, b^caufe 
tKey peaceaBiy' enjoyed - their Vlhiies afid their 
f airier At the iiead 6f i^ttei fefp^dtdblfe fndn WiST 
Bodtrfery thk Ndffer '6f Sv^it^dHafid, and die l^a- 
ITiarth of dferttiin Jiretatult.' Ikimately acqilaiftt-^ 
eld with the Gredafa writets, Kfe hught hk cdtih- 
trymen to irfiitat6 ttitif beauties. £rery braftch 
of the Belles Letters is eqwtlly indebted to him. 
I , have fficck. (fays. Mr. CoaiC. *) with affe(ai0t> sttid 
lefjpedi^, thU Qld ma%!al(Mft eig^ty^ wh^ D^lp^e^ 

* After ihe tnoft careful examkiatioii we can find uo fu<r!9 
pailacie iu Coin's Swiucrlaod, and kngw not where elfe to look. 

T. 

ier\'es 
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fcrves the fitc and gaiety ofyoutlj. His refcnvi 
blance to Voltaire appeared ^o me ftrtking ; d» 
fame features, the fame face, the fame gcfturcs. 
The color of his eyes only is a little diflFerent, 
and his features, taken altogether, arefomewkat 
morie delicate. I mentioned this aftoniihing con* j| 
formity, and he made rae the foUowiog remarkable H 
reply ;. Afy fame would be fulfy ,con^ieat^ ifleve^ ^ 
ry way refepibled M. 4i V^oUmre ; htj>^k^s U wmli 
he happier^ if he more resembled me. 



The fame canton, 2iurich, which has produced 
Bodmer, has given birth to Gefner, author of the 
celebrated poem of th,e I)cath of Abel. He has, for 
fome time, renounced poetry^ to cultivate paint% 
ing, .and he is preparing an edition of his works, 
an quarto ; every dqcpration of which is to b^ en- 
tirely bis own : he is at once the defigner and 
engraver of the plates. This excellent writer 
poffefles an affability and modefty which render 
him the delight of all his countrymen. 



Haller, like the fabulous god Apollo, added^ 

f oeticftl abilities to. a profound kiiowledgei of me-^ 

dicine. He is efteemed the Pope of Germany. 

. He has fuccefsfplly imitated the bold and nervous 
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flyle of tkc En^iih poet^ and his philofopfay Is 
perhaps prefeirable to his works of imagmation. 
. The mildnefs of his character made him pity 
thofc literati, who endeavor to deftroy the repu* 
tation of every competitor. He efpecially ihumied 
^. :^ • being drawn into any literary conteft. When Vol- 
^ taire complained to ^lim of txraflet, he blamed 
him for fuffering fuch a trifle to give him fo much 
vmeafinefs. ^^ Providence, faid he, I perceive, 
^^ diftributes its favors with an equal hand. It 
^^ has laviflied on you both riches and glory ; but 
'^^ the equilibrium is maintaiiied by your too great 
"^^ fenfibility. If wiihes were of any avail, I would 
^^ form one which ihould reftore you that tranquil- 
^^ lity, fo feldom attendant oh genius, and you 
^^ Ihould become, at once, the moft Celebrated 
^^ and the happieft man in Europe/* 

The violence of Voltaire's charaftcr prevented 
Haller from maintaining any great intimacy with 
liim. The diflike he entertained to the man, 
would not fufFer him to elleem the writer ; of this 
/ Voltaire was not ignorant. One day, as he was 
praifing Haller in the ptefettce of a flatterer, who 
lived with that celebrated naturalift, *' Ah^ 
^' Sir, (faid the deceitful friend of Haller) 
^^ how much is it to be wilhed, he would 
^^ fpeak thus of your works/* Voltaire direftly 
Replied, " f erhaps we may be both miftakeni^ 

'In 
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and a ttiah, wa* rfhicli ftlperi6i- to VdMlfe.; iHii 
caure tif thith arid' reafon Was deftrtded By hu 
• i^ifitihg*!, and reH^ri hdnor^ by hit ttfe. i^Shg 
feleaed to a ihard of the governitiint of fterii, hi 
wifely teilipered jiiftice- with mildfiefi ^d tStttf. 



■p"^ 



.Good. tj^e, or a ready percept\Qn of a ^auit 
among beauties, qx a Beauty amopg faults, was^ m 
the opinion qf Voltaire^ a quality partly natural 
and partijr acquired ; but he lamented the prodi- 
gious Humb^r of human creatures, efpecialiy in 
cold and moift climateSj who have not, and fcarce- 
ly can acquire, the fmalleft fpark oif this tafte. ..To 
obtain it, we, muft.h^ve. a ^perfcft knowledge of 
the bell authors ; and to reliih die beauties of their 
writings, we myft underftand every nicety of the 
language in which they have been written* 

*^ This knowledge,,faid Voltaire^ is not to be haf- 
*^ tiiy acquired. It is at firft a labor and not aple^- 
*^ fore* it refembl^s tbofe games which afford no 
*^ amufement till we have made fome proficiency.. 
*^ I have known fev6ral ftrangers, at Paris, unable tji 
^^ diftiaguilh between the ftyle of Racine and that 
*^ of Danchet* I have feeathem buy new romance? 
'* inftead of Zaide, and have remarked, in feveral 
*^, foreign countries, the perfons who are beft in* 
^' formed have not aliyays the jufteft tafte, firice 

" I have 
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'* I havcfreq,uently heard tbem quotc^ wltKiii^cit 
'* fatisfaftion, the leaft ftriking palfi^g^3 b, their ccr/ 
** lebtate.d author?, not beiiig al?l? to diftinguUh the 
*^' real diatnoi\ds ftom the counterfeit. 

" Tafte b the lot only of a ihiall number aif 
*^ diftinguilhed minds. The employments whick 
" depend on chicane, financej^ or cpipm^rce, are 
*^ commonjy imi7;ucal to the fine arta. It is the dif- 
*^ grajce of the humaj^ wndj, thattafte is on^ tabet 
**' found in a kind of opulent idlenefs. i knew e 
*^ clerk in the public offices at VerfaiUes, whahad 
** an excellent underftanding, and would frequent- 
*^ ly fay, I am very unfortunate, I have not time 
^^ to acquire a good tafte." 



A few defeds in tafte, could not prevent Vol-'. 
taire from doing juftice to genius. Notwithftand- 
iiig the criticifnis oi Boileau, he was always aq 
admirer of Taflb, whofe great poetic talents en- 
tirely hide a few defefts. He was a ftill greater 
admirer of Arioflo. An Abbe, who was his in* 
timate acquaintance, returning from Italy, afted 
Voltaire, •* Whether he did not think Ariofia 
*^ a great poet." " A. great poet,** replied Vol- 
taire, with vivacity, ^^ He is the gpeateft of poets. 
*^ His Orlando is an enckanted paliace, in which the 
^ grotefque ia mixed withth^ majeftic, without 

^^ citiier 
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** citker degrading the other. It is at oiice the 
^ Iliad, the Odyfley, and Don Quixote." 

As to Taflb, he thought him, in many refpeds, 
fuperior to Homer, efpecially in the defcriptions 
of his battles. *^ How forcible, faid Voltaire, 
** and afFefting are his pidaires ! How juft and ani- 
*^ mated his ftyle ! How much inferior are the ge- 
** nerality of our French poets to this great man. 
** La Motte has trapflated the Iliad with as much 
*^ coldnefs as if it had been the Enchiridion of 
^ Epiftetus." 



An author cannot always fubmit to the cenfures 
of his friends. Somebody having advifed Voltaire 
to make feveral alterations in one of his pieces, 
*^ There are, faid he, conftitutional difeafes ; a per- 
*^ fon who has a hunch back, cannot be cured of it ; 
'^ my child has a hunch,' yet he is in very good 
*^ health/' 



Critical cenfures generally rendered him peevilh, 
and he feldom replied to them but by a repartee. 
. Fontenelle, after the firft reprefentation of Oe* 
dipus, faid to the author, fome previous compli- 
ments having been paid : *^ I could wifli your 
*^ verfe were not quite fo pompous,, it would be 
^^ more eafy and flowing,- and better luited ta 

l^ tragedy/* 
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*^ tragedy/* " Sir,^ replied Voltaire, that is a 
fault I intend to corredt, and with that view will 
go ^rcftly and read yourTaftorals/* 



After having read his tragedy of Eriphile to 
the Abbe des Fontaines, he alked him, *^ Well, 
how do you find it? — I do not think it a very 
good one/* ^^ So much the better, it is there* 
fore excellent/* But on this occafion, the pub- 
lic and the Abbe were of the fame opinion. 



Oh the firft performance of one of his tragedies, 
the fiiccels of which was very equivocal, the Abbe 
Pellegrin complained loudly that Voltaire had 
ftoleifti fome verfes from him. ^* How can you, 
who are fo rich, faid he, thus feize upon the pro- 
perty of another ?" " What ! replied Voltaire, 
have I ftolen from you ? I no longer wonder that 
my piece has met with fo little approbation/' 



When Piron faid to him, after the reprefe^- 

tation of his Semiramis, which had been much 

criticifed by te great part of the fpediators. ^^ You 

would have been very glad if I had written thi3 

piece;]* ** Yes, replied Voltaire; I am ftiU fo 

much your friend/* 

He 
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He did not. approve the poetry pf Plrpn, ht. 
Kain, when very young, intending to give him a 
Ipecimen of his declanaation, propofed a fcene in 
Piron's Guftavus, " No, no, faid Voltaire, I hate 
bad verfes : repeat what you can remember from 
Racine/' Piron knew Voltaire's contempt of his 
tragedies, and he the lefs forgave him, as he had 
been, on fome occafions defirous to cclipfe Kim. -- 



We cannot ahvays perform ourfelves, laid Vol^ 
taire, what we advife our friends, and there are 
people hardy and vain enough to undertake any 
thing. A man of letters having altered Home 
verfes, in the tragedy of Irene, ihewcd them tatlic 
poet. M. ?erroneau, who built the magnificdnb 
bridge of Neuille, \Y^:prQfent, "Ahi MonfidasT' 
Perroneau, faid Vottair^, how unfortunate it 1$ you 
are not acquainted with (rhis gentleman ; he would 
have added another arch to your vbridge.'' 



Voltaire, from tha fir& moment the Spirit of 
Laws appeared, feems to have declared wtr agaiaft 
that work. In his Remercimens a un homme chqrbd* 
hie (Thanks to a charitable man) he fpeaks of it; 
as deftitute of depth, perfpicuity, method, or 
meaning. This book, which ought to have beea 
ufcful, was, faid he, only entertaining. The fame 

things 
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things faid by another as learned, or eveh more 
learned than the author, would not have been read* 

He faw the writer of the Perfian Letters in it ; 
nothing more : he Ihut his eyes on the profound 
legiflator, Thiriot afkinghim " What he thought 
of that celebrated work/* he replied, ^^ It is Har- 
lequin Grotius.*' He repeated the jeft pf Ma- 
dame du Defant (C'eft de rE(i)rit fur les loix) It 
is wit concerning laws. Michael Montaigne 
turned legiilator. ' 

However he confefled, fome time after, that, 
among a hundred paradoxes, there were a hun- 
dred ufeful truths, expreffed with energy : and that 
the author^s very errors were refpeftable, becaufe, 
they evide.ntly proceeded from a love of freedom, 
and a heart deeply imprefled with a fenfe of the 
rights of humanity. In fhort, that if he fome- 
times feemed to fall, it was b^t to foar flill higher* 



Montefquieu, perhaps, did not think eiren thw 
favorably of Voltaire. He confidered him as a 
man of wit and imagmation; but thought him 
frequently betrayed into errors by thofe brilliant 
endowments. " Voltaire, fays he, fomcwher^, 
has too much wit to underftand me. When he 
reads a book he affixes to it a new nieaoiQg of his 
own, and afterwards writes againft that meaning*** 



Thofe 
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' Thofe who were intimate with the Prefident de ' 
Montefquieu, know, that He defcribed our poet 
^s a man of a paj(Sonate and violent difpofiticMi.; and 
the writings of La Beaumelle, whofe patron and 
frien4 he was, did not at all incline him to change » 
his opinion. " A good heart is better than a 
witty head,*' faid Mont^fquieu, in one of his let- 
ters relative to the difgrace of Voltaire at Berlin. ' 



^ffontefquieu's declamation againft poets . and 
poetry^ in his.Perfian Letters, had no doubt irri- 
tated Voltaire. ^^ He had, ft^s the poet, the paltry 
" vanity to believe, that Homer and Virgil are cy- 
*^ phers, when compared to one who has fuccelT- 
^^ fully imitated the Shmois of Dufrefni, and who 
*^ has fiUcd a book with bold aflertioi)s, without 
*^. which it would never Jiave been read. He a/ks. 
^* What is an epip poem, and replies. He does 
** not know. Then fays, he defpifes lyric com- 
^^ pofitions as much, as he admires tr^ddies. 
*^ He'oiight not, however, to dcfpifQ Pindar and 
** Horace. Ariftotk did nat.defpife Pindar.'* 

More than Xme'profe writer have, lil^e Mqntef- 
-quieu,* pretended tp defpife poetry.— rWe may apr 
ply to iuch'the remark of Montaigne* Wecaix- . 
•not attain to it, let us avenga oiirfelves .by de- 
crying iti • . ^ . ...- 
^- :' ;:: Voi- 
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Voltaife was' offended with thofe whdwcreof 
opinion tragedy nught be writrfeninprpfe, be^ 
caufe, as they faid, epic poemi had been fo writ- 
ten; and the continual return of mafculine and 
feminine rhinies produced a languid monotony^ 
^^ It is true, faid he, rhime only renders indif- 
^^ ferent poetty ftill mbre tirefome. The poer, 
*' then, refembles an unlkilful mechanic, who, 
*^ while the automaton moves,. fufFers the noife 
** of his fprings and pullies to be heard. The 
*^ reader is as much fatigued by his rhimes as 
** he himfelf was while inventing* them. His 
** verfes confift merely in the jingling pf fylla- 
*^ bles. But if both his thoughts and his rhimes 
** are happy, he at once experiences and com- 
*^ municates a pleafufe' which ^c^n only be tafled 
*^ by a feeling mind and a mufical ear.*^ 



Voltaire, when he grew in years, ^ fometimes 
iiegle6ted purity of ftyle and propriety of expref- 
fion. He was lefs careful and lefs correct; either 
becaufe he had contrafted a kind of indolence 
through age, or confided in his great reputation, 
orelfe had experienced that the.fuccefs of a work, 
even in verfe, does not depend, provided it pof- 
fefles intHnfic merit, on a trifling incorreftnefs of 
ilyle. But age could not abate the warmth of his 

Z z imagi- 
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imagination, for he ftill preferved, in his latfer 
produdtions, all the fire f>{ his earlier cotnpofitions^ 



Among his poetical cotemporaries, in other na- 
tions, he honored none with entire approbation,, 
'except Pope and Metaflafio. When propofals were 
fent him for a fubfcription to th« works of the 
latter ; *^ 1 could wifli, faid he to the editor, that 
** my name might be placed at the head of the 
^^ fubfcribersy in defpite of the alphabet/' 

Like the.fenator, Pococurante, he thought very- 
little of the German poets, who defcribe Nature 
with propriety and fimplicity : but are too pro- 
.fufe fft common-place images. 



* All partial evil univerfal good,' Is a verfe of 
Pope^s, and contains the whole fyftem of opti- 
mifm ; a fyftem contrary to the doftrine oi The 
Fall of Man, and which has bgen refuted by fc- 
vera! divines. Voltaire alfo has ridiculed it, 
though not for the fame reafons- 

*^ That, fays he, is a ftrange uniyerflil good 
" which is compofcd of the evils fufFcred by in- 
*^ dividuals. What can be more unintelligible ? 
" What can be meant when we are told. All is for 
" the beft. Is it for the beft with relped to us ? 
^^ Certainly noti Is it with refpedt to God? 
' - • ^* Un- 
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^* Undoubtedly God neither fufFers nor enjoys 
¥ our evils. What then in fadt is this platotiic 
^* notion? A chaos, like that of all other fyf- 
** terns, though into it diamonds have been caft; 
" The lives of thofe who in England were loudeft 
*^ in exclaiming,'^// is for the beft^ did not- prove 
" the truth of their dodtrine. Shaftefbury, who 
*^ firft brought it into falhion, was a very unfor- 
^ tunate nian. I have feen Bolingbroke a prey 
^ to vexation and rage, and Pope, whom; he em- 
^* ployed to put this- wretched fyftem into verfe, 
^ was the man moft to be pitied of any I have 
^* known ; misfliapen in body, diffatisfied in mind, 
** always ill, always a burthen to himfelf, and 
^ harafled by a hundred enemies to his very laft 
^' moment. Let thofe at leafi: be fortunate and 
^ profperous who tell us. All is for the beft. 

" Man is a very miferable beidg, who enjoys a 
*^ few hours of relaxation, and Ihort intervals of 
*/ fetisfadion, amid a life of calamity. * Man 
" that is born of a woman is of few days, and 
*^ full of trouble ; he cometh up and is cut down 
" like a flower, he fleeth like a Ihadow and con- 
*^ tinueth not.' This was faid by Job three thou- 
5^ fand years ago, and human nature has not fincc 
^^ undergone any material alteration/' 



Z 5 Vol. 
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Voltaire ccanpared the firamcrs of fyjftems to 
thofe who dance a minuet,, who are in continual 
motion without advancing a ftep, and who con- 
clude by returning to the place from whence they 
fet out. 



" The greateft adniirer of a grea^^ writer, fays 
the Abbe Trublet, is coiiHWQnly himfelf; and 
Volt^re, who was the firft Frpi^ch ^uf hor 6f the 
age, was alfb the moft /egii&giou$ literary Nar- 
ciflus/* I cannot conceivie how the Marquis dc 
Luchet could aflert, ^* Th^t VpJtaire never fpoke 
of his own works*'* Mr. Sherlock, mcH'e fincere, 
or lefs political, remarks, on the contrary, *^ That 
Voltaire always fpoke with the greateft heat of his 
own produdiqns," and thofe who have lived with 
him have had frequent opportunities of making 
the fame obfervation with that ingenious Engiiih 
^aveller, ' 

, Voltaire was not o»ly highly irritated by any 
criticifms on his writings, but not a little offended 
by praifea, when fubjeft to anyvreftriftion. 
• ^^ The mind of this extraor^ijiary man, fays 
Mr, Sherlock, teemed with every kind of am- 
bitipn ; but literary ambition was moft predomi- 
nant: nothing could fubdue it/' Fontenelle, 
" • ^ ^ fays 
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Tays the Abbe Tl-ublet, WaU much better feti^ed 
With the public than Voltaife, and would neither 
hfave changed with him his reputaticfh or his cha- 
rafien It is certain he was naturally more dif- 
pofed to be contented. . There is a felf-fatisfac- 
tion which arifes from .vanity, prefumption, and 
an ignorance of the real value of things. There 
is another which proceeds from moderation, mo- 
defty, and reafon : the latter was not poffefled by 
Voltaire; 



* "f" *.l T' 

It is to be remembered, faid Voltaire, and he 
. has repeated the remark in one of his Diatribe, 
that the author of a work of merit fliould beware 
of three things*; the Title, the lEpittle Dedicatory, 
and the Preface. ' Yet have we knoWn an author, 
fays M. Luchet, whp Has given to his works the 
moft ridiculous titles, who has written fourteen 
Epiftles Dedicatory^ and eleven I^rcfaceis.- ■ ■ 
Thou xirt the m^n. 



Or fage or wit, or you who wiifh to be. 
Without i mafier live, if you'd live free, 

. Said Voltaire aftfer he left i^ruAta : He ought 
to have ftid fo before he Wetit thither. 

24 Take 
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' Bercfoltrtc; faidXaBcaumelle to him, and at 
length be free ; for hitherto you have only corur 
pUmented liberty. He himfelf faid, fometimc af* 
ter. 

Oft was I falfe to her I moft adore ; 
I've fcen my error, and'am falfe no more : 
I knew not blifs till, tirMof Slavery grown^ 
I dar'd to live for Liberty, aloxxc. 



We are often more prejudiced in favor of 
names than things^ . Voltaire ufed frequently to 
relate that feveral of the principal wits of France 
(among others the Prince of Vendome, the Che- 
valier de Bouillon, the Abb6 de Buffi, who had more 
underftanding than his father, and feveral compa- 
nions of Bachaumont, Chapelle, and the celebrated 
Ninon de I'Enclos) fupping together, were fpeak- 
ing againft La Mbtte Houdart all in their power. 
The fables of that author had juft been publifhed, 
and were treated by this company with the 
utmoft contempt. They afferted, he was wholly 
unable to approach the excellence of the moft 
indifferent fable of La Fontauie. Voltaire then 
mentioned an edition of Xa Fontaine, lately 
publiflied, apd talked of feveral new fables ad- 
ded from the papers of Madame de Bpuillon ; 
one of which he pretended to recite. Accord- 

' ^ ' ingly 
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Migly they were all in tranfport, and exclaimed,' 
^ How different from the ftyle of La Motte! 
^ \^at precifion ! .What elegance ! Every 
** word proves at to be La Fontaine's/* Vol- 
taire had been laughing at them. The fable was 
really by La Mptte, 

Voltaire, by relating this anecdote, did not. 
4etradt from the merit of La Fontaine, at leaft of 
thofe things, by La Fontaiae^ which are really 
good. He did not think, and, in this, impar* 
tial judges are of the fame opinion, that all his 
fables have equal merit. Perfons of tafte will, 
never confound his fable of the two Pigeons with 
that of the Grafshoper and the Ant, or that of the 
Crow and the Fox, What children are taught 
to repeat Ihould poffefs the greateft fimplicity, 
though it may not have the greateft excellence. 
The verfes which are become Proverbs are not 
always the moft deferving to be remembered. 
There are things which are in every one's mouth, 
though they poflefs not any great merit : as feve- 
ral trivial fongs are frequently fung without be- 
ing much cfteemed. Thus, in the fables of La 
Fontaine, a man of tafte will carefully diftinguifti 
between that fimplicity which approaches vul- 
garity, and that natthral elegance with which this 
^iuthor abounds. But in whatever manner wc 

judge 
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j)|dg€ of 4iis' works, there is ti6 dowbt but he wiU 
be » wuch .admired by fpofterily as be is at pre* 
i^Bt> t>eca\iie his beauties are «<^0]iuxiodated to 
e^cVjf ufiderft&ndiflg aa|l every ^age. 



AAAiMliMb^fta 



M. Vernet, the Raphael of iil^rlne painters, 
came, is well 2i4 mtoy ©Aer artifts did, to vifit 
Voltaire. You,, faid tAe t)oet to Win, iti anfWcr 
to fome compliment, <AhiAl mifs of immortality : 
your colors are at fence briflfeint ahd durable. 

Mv colors, replied the painter, iare by no 

means fo durable is your ink. 



mi^^iUU^ 



The library of Voltaire waS neither fo nume- 
rous, nor fo varied as his fortune and the extent 
of his knowledge feemed to require. He thought 
we ought to fet bounds to our reading, and that 
when we had feen a certain number of authors 
we had feen all. 



Thofe common-place ideas, with wlilch foiiiany 
books both in profe and verfe are filled, appeared 
to him contemptible. Aurora opening, with her 
iofy fingers, the gates of the eaft, arid fc^ttering 
before the chariot of the fun, topazeS afid pearls; 
Zephyr careffing Flora; Love jJlaying ^Vith thr 
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arms of Mars : the comparing pkafures to it>fcs^ 
and pains to thorns, were, origiBally, no doiibtj 
the invention of wit and iiloagination : he whd 
firft gave birth to them may be juftly coniideited 
as a mafter in eloquenacc and poi^^ ; but, at pre* 
fent, all thofc image* have been fo frequently ufed^ 
that he who Ihould again employ th^m would 
only be thought a trite dfclauner« 



In Telemachus, princes are compared to fliep- 
herds, bulls, lions, and wolves greedy of carnage 
'The author had need of all the charms with 
which his ftyle abounds to prevent thefe compa- 
rifons from becoming infipid. This was the 
opinion of Voltaire, but more ezalted or uncom-^ 
mon images would not, perhaps^ have been pro* 
per for a work intended for the inftruQ:ion of a 
young Prince, who required leflbns which might 
convey inftruAion in an agreeable manner, an<l 
be eafily underllood. 



If we find, in the Henriade, comparifons more 
new and ingenious, ' it is becaufe Voltaire, com^ 
ing aftet Fenelon, could not repeat the fam6 
images. Befides he has copied many of his fimi- 
lies from the Italian and Englifli poets; a circurn* 
fiance he did not always conceal. He looked 

on 
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on every thing as imitation. The mbft original 
i^riters, faid he, borrowed one from another. 
Soyardo has imitated Pulci, and Ariofto Boyardo. 
The inftru&ion we find in books is like fire ; we 
fetch it from our neighbour, kindle it at home, 
communicate it to others, and it becomes the 
property of all. 



Notwithftannidg Voltaire's ambition to be the 
Alexander of literature, and excel in every departr 
ment of fcience, he made feveral confeffions to hi? 
friends which would have done honor to his 
candor, had he made them to the public* In a 
letter to M. Berger, in 1736, he writes thus, 
•* I have been guilty of folly. I have written 
** an Opera. But I was hurried away by my 
*^ defire to write for fo great a man as Rameau. 
** I confidered only hh genius, and did not per- 
^' ceive that miney if indeed I poflefs any, was no 
** way fuited to lyric compofitions ; and I told 
** him, not long ago, I would rather have written 
*^. an Epic Poem than have undertaken a work 
*' of that kind ; not becaufe I defp^fe this fpecies 
'* of writing, there is none to be defpifed, but 
5* becaufe it requhres talents of which I believe 
'^ I am entirely deftitute/' 

He-, 
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* He, however, wrote another work of the fame 
kind, but was obliged to confefs he had notfuc- 
ceeded. " Thofe (writes he in a letter to the 
Abbe Duvcrnet) '^ who told ypu that, in 1 744 
** and 1745, 1 was a courtier, infcwmed you of a 
" melancholy truth. I was fo, arid repent my 
^ weaknefs. Of all the time I have loft in my life,. 
" I certainly regret that the moft. This waa 
^^ not the period of my glory, if indeed I have 
" ever acquired glory* I raifed, however, in 
^* the year 1745, a Temple to Fame. The» 
** work was undertaken by command. The pub- 
^^ lie did not approve the architefture of this 
*^ temple; nor, indeed,, did I myfelf. Piron 
" turned his rats into it. I might have allotted 
*^ him his place in the cavern of Envy, which I 
•^ had ilefcribed as at the entrance of the tem- 

"pie-" ^ ^ . 

Though Voltaire fays he was diflatisfied with 
the architedure of his temple, it was long -after 
It appeared ; for ip the flrft moments of his en- 
thuliafm, he was fo pleafed with it, that he touch- 
ed the arm of the late King, faying, ^* Is Trajari 
fatisfied ?" It is tq be remarked that Trajan was 
the hero of this poem, and that, under the name 
of that Roman Emperor, he intended to celebrate 
the virtues and courage of Louis XV. / 

That 
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That Ptincer was not \uigrateful. The Tern* 
pie of Fame, and the^Frinccfs. of Navarre, gained' 
him the place of G€altJeman^ in Ordinary to the 
ftacfchamber. Ther Heni^ade, Z^'re, Jlzire, and 
Mir$ptj procured hini neither reward nor favor 
frcon the King* But as he faidhimfelf, honors, 
and. riches were Ihawered thicks upon him for a 
wretched farce. 



It has been aflerted, in a colleftiott of anec- 
dotes, that VoUaire, after having read a work en* 
titled the Soul of Beafts, faid, to one of his friends, 
^* The author is an excellent member of fbciety, 
" but not fufEciently acquainted with the hift6ry 
"of his fpccies/' 



Voltake wrote compliments and flatteries with 
^eat facility, and with the fame facility forgot 
what he had written. This many authors have 
experienced. The learned prpfeflbr Vernet fuffer"^ 
cd^himfelf to be deceived by his fawning. When 
Voltaite firft went to refide near Geneva, — '^ Hat 
cftcemed both him and his writings— Tronchin 
ihould have the, care of his body and he of his 
foul.'* Thus, he fa;d, and thus he wrote, yet all 
thefc fine compliments were only introdudory to 
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tjic groflfeft abufe. D. Calmethad received Volv 
taire, at his Abbey, like a- friend and a brother^ 
The poet loaded him with compliments^; he was* 
an illuftrious n^an, a man profoundly Uarned^ 
But, after he was dead, he was a madman,, a 
poor creature, a man who h^d not the. leafl: 
judgment. AU the literati in Paris knew Thi- 
riqt . to be the naoft vioknt and ind.efatigable 
paaegyrift of VoUaixe, to. whom he bad ren* 
dered the ipoA eflfcntial feirvices.: in every letter 
which the philofopher.of Eeraei wrot^ to . hinj, h« 
was. his. dear friend, aod his old friend; yet 
fcarcely had this dear friend clofed his eyes, when 
Voltaire treated him with a kind, of contempt, 
in a letter to the King of Pruflia, written in 
February^ i773« ^^ We ih%}l never find one to 
^* replace. Thiriof ^ o\a| • hiftoriggrapher in the 
^* coflfee^houi^s^ He acquitted himfelf to admi** 
^^ ration, in this oi^?^. . H^ knew by he^rt the 
*^ few gppd verfe§ and the many bad. which 
*^ were writjt^'in: P^ris. He was, in fliprt, a man 
, *^ very, ufeful to.thq ft^tei" 



Mr Bei:ger, who had becfn oi;ce one of the con- 
/fideiitial cor/efpqndqnts of Voltaire at Cirei, expe7 
rienc;edv • the fame inconftancy, as well as many 
other rp30 of lewets j jiqx is that at all furprifin^ 

Though 



.J 



Digitized by 



Google 



T* hough Voltaire was very fenfible of a fervice^ 
as well as an offence, this fenfibility could not be 
lafting in one who was inceffantly employed in lite-* 
rary labours, who frequently changed his country 
and connexions, and who was careffed and honored 
in every company* Thofe carefles and honors, 
however, never made him lofe fight of his jierfonal 
intereft, and ,the advancement of his fortune* 
His genius was always in adion. ^^ If I had a hun- 
dred bodies, faid he one day, I ihould weary* 
them all/* His mind being fo loaded with fuch 2 
variety of occupations, his heart Was not always 
abletoadt.. 



Befides, Voltaire frequently took umbrage with 
very little reafon. Thiriot, it is faid, not being 
willing to atteft that the Abb6 des Fontaines had 
written libels againft him, in 1725, becaufe it was 
not true, Voltaire began to diftruft him. ** A^ 
" we have our good angel, fays he, in a letter to 
" Madame Chambonin, fo have we alfo opr evil 
** one, and Thiriot performs this office. I know 
" he has done me feveral injuries, but I will not 
" feem to know it. We ought to have too mUch 
*^' refpedt for ourfelves to enter into a difpute 
" with our old friends, and We ought alfo to be 
" fufficiently difcreet not to put it in the power 
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*^ of tKcife'who have done us fervice to do ui 

<^ hiirt/' 

Thefe are .excellent maxims, but Voltaire's dif* 
pofition was too hafty and violent to permit him 
to obferve them. • • 



After the praifes he had beftowed on M. le 
Brun, who propofed his educating the neice of 
the great Corneille, who would have expected 
hini to retraft whatever he had faid to his ad- 
vantage ? And why did he do this ? Becaufe M. 
le Brun had been commended in the Critical Ob- 
fervations of M. Clement, and therefore appeared 
connedted with the author of thofe ftridtures on 
*M^ de Voltaire, 

*^ Satire never appears fo odious as when it is 
** direAed againft thofe whom we have before 
^^ praifed. Such a retradlation is only humili- 
^* ating to it*s author. If he is difpleafed, with 
*^ th6 perfon he has commended, he ought to 
*^ keep filence, and not contradift what he has 
'^^ before faid, and condemn himfelf.*' This is 
Voltaire's own doftrine, when fpeaking of J. B. 
Rouffeau, we may here again jtlftiy exclaim, 
^m art the Mm. 

We may add, that, as V9ltaire frequently altered 

his opinion of thofe whom he had miftrufted, he 

' ought to have been on his guard againft the firft 

A a emotions 
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cmotionii of his angen Notwithflandijig'^s fu^ 
picions of Thiriot, he afterwards renewed the 
ftri&eft friendlhip with him; and when he Was 
laft at Paris^ he acknowledged the merit of M. k 
Brun, who was among the number of tbofe lite* 
rati who celebrated his return to that capital. 



Voltaire, in his youth, had the misfortune to be 
fcduced into a love of gaming. He loft one even- 
ing, at the houfe of Madame de Fontaine Martcl, 
ten thoufand livres (above four hundred pounds) 
at Biribi, as has been already faid. Poetry, lite- 
rature and philofophy cured him of this paffion, 
and he played no more, except at chefs : the greater 
part of thofe games which we have borrowed from 
the Spaniards, Italians, or Englifli, appeared to 
him very infipid. 

Voltaire ufed to relate, as an inftance of the be- 
witching nature of gaming, that he had I^nown 
an old woman, formerly addifted to play, and ex- 
tremely indigent, who ufed to make broth fpr 
fome other poor players> for the fake of being pec 
mitted to look on. 



In 1742, he gave, at Bruflels, a littfe entemhi* 
ment to the Marchittofefs du Chlrfelet and^me 
other ladies, who were raCher too foad of play. It 
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was exposed there would hare been a great deal 
of verfe in an entertainment given by a poet* He, 
however, only exhibited a large firework, which 
difplayed this motto in large and luminous letters, 
Je fids du Jeuy^a tout* (I play, here goes for all.) 
** This, faid he, in a letter to M. Berger, had no 
** effeft on thefe ladies, though I meant it for 
** their reproof and amendnient*" 

One of Voltaire's greateft pleafures was to reai 
the memoirs of able advocates on interefting 
caufes, or even on thofe of little confequence, 
when they were ably treated. He preferred ^ 
well written faftum (or cafp) to ah indifferent li- 
terary work. Yet he confidered the ftyle of the 
bar as no lefs dorrupt than every other* Speaking^ 
of a difcourfe pronounced in parliament, by Friind^ 
he fays, ^^It is a difcourfe ilrong and concife, 
^^ without common-place or epithet; he does not 
^* invoke a teftimony or a law, he attefts arid cites 
^^ them. He does iiot call a cdnjedufe a demon* 
*^ ftration, nor Ihew difrefpeft to the aviguft af- 
*^ fembly of the parliament by low and cdritemp- 
'^ tible witticifms. In Ihor't, he fpeaks with equal 
« ftrength and modefty/' With refpeft to the 
expreflion, invoking a law, he ufed to fay, '* That 
thofe who made ufe of it QUgh^ to invoke good 

t^fte,^ 
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Several authors, who have attacked the errors 
of M» de Voltaire, have written, "That, at the ap- 
proach of death, he exprefled the greaiseftfear and 
remorfe." Certainly, nothing is more probable, 
yet M. Luchet pretends, that his regret at leav- 
ing life has been conftrued into a dread of futu- 
rity and repentance of the pafl ; that when he was 
ill in 1765, he took meafure for a tomb to be 
placed near his church at Fernei, faying, " At 
leaft, I will not be reproached as deftitute of fore- 
fight;" and that in this illnefs he was very merry, 
and repeated, to thofe about him, yerfes from 
Hudibras, in ridicule of phyficians. 

vThefe anecdotes may be true, but if Voltaire 
did not lofe his ufual gaiety, it muft be be- 
caufe he did not believe Iiis illnefs would prove 
mortal. On other occafions, when the grave 
feemed open bisfore him, he was certainly ex- 
tremely alarmed. When he was ill, at Paris, in 
1 745, he confeffed, and fubmitted to every repa- 
ration his confeffor required to expiate the dan- 
gerous pieces he had publilhed. He was ablb- 
lutely in an agony, as we have been aflured by 
M. Tronchin, his phyfician, and other perfons 
worthy of credit. 

Befides, lively imaginations are naturally in- 
clined to religion, efpecially if they have early 
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imbibed the principles of piety. This reflexion, 
alone, is fufficient to prevent our believing that " 
Voltaire eipefted his laft moments with all that 
tranquillity and indifference fome of his ad- 
mirers have pretended : though others confefs 
that, at fuch times, he fufFered the moft violent 
agitations. 



Refolution and firmnefs of foul was not the 
moil confpicuous quality in Voltaire. We appeal, 
to any of his partifans, who cooly and impartially 
confider his character. As foon as he had pub* 
lifhed a book, which might endanger his tran- 
quillity, or his liberty, he made difavowal after 
difavowal: he left nothing untried; and even 
wrote to thofe authors who had criticifed his 
works, and whom he pretended moft to defpife^. 
The following is one of his letters to the Abbe 
Coger, profeflbr of rhetoric in the Mazarin 
College: ' 

" It' is a great pity. Sir, that you ihould ca- 
*^ lumniate men and academicians, with whpm 
" you are fo little acquainted. In your critique 
*/ on Belifarius you have confidered me as the 
*/ author of a Poem on Natural Religion : I have 
•' never written any poem with fuch a title, 
</ Abput thirty years ago I wrote one on Natural 
A a 3 ^« Law, 
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** Law, which is widely different. You likewife 
••* impute to me the Philofophical Diddonary, the 
^^ work of a fociety of literati . in which I had 
*^ not the fmallefl: ihare. You have dared to 
*^ make an improper ufe of his Majefty's name, 
*^ by faying, he expreffed the gresUieft indig* 
*^ nation againft this book, to the Prefident Henaut 
*' and to M. Capperonier. I have now before 
** me a letter, from the Prefident Henaut, which 
^^ aflures me, this ihamelefs report is falfe. As 
*^ to Mt Capperonier, I call his veracity to wit- 
^* nefs, that there is no truth in what has been 
^' faid. You have wiihed to infijlt and deftroy 
<^ an old man of feventy-four years of age, who 
*^ in his retirement only employs himfelf m do- 
" ing good/' 

The Abbe Coger anfwered him in a letter which 
admitted of no reply. Though he acknowledged 
the good done by Voltaire, on his eftate, he did 
not fail to animadvert on the dangerous tendency 
of his writings. As to the indignation expreffed 
by Louis XV, againft the author of the Philofo^ 
phical Diftionary, it had been witneffed by more 
than twenty perfons, even according to the con- 
feffion of the Prefident Henaut, who, willing to 
conceal from Voltaire a difagreeable and alarming 
truth, had written him a civil, but vague letter, 

wbigh 
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^iqk lie pretended to underftand as a denial of 
^ that Imd bem aSertecL 



Some p^rtifans of Voltaire may perhaps wifli 
we had concealed thefe truths, but we may faji 
pf him ^s hp has himfelf faid of Corneille. " What 
'* good can I do him by flattering hinif or what 
^* harm by fpeaking the truth ? Have I under- 
^ taken ^ panegyric, or a work of public utility ) 
^* Truth is preferable to Corneille, and w^ ought 
•* not to deceive the living out of refped: for the 
*^ dead/' 

The moft enthnfiaftic admirers of Voltaire 
would not certainly wife his principles to be 
adopted by their wives and their valets. The 
author of a certain periodical publication aCures 
jxs, that a nobleman, at court^ who yet valued 
himfelf on being a freethinker, difmiifed hb valet 
de chambre becaufe he furprifed him reading the 
philofophical Di<3:ionary, telling him, **That it 
was of the utmofl: confequence, to him, that his 
wife and his domeftics feould believe in a God.** 
*^ What would become of us, faid the Abbe Ro* 
thelin one day to Voltaire, if our fervants lh6uld 
adopt the maxims you advance ?" 

Voltaire has (aid himfelf, addreffing thofe au» 
thors who deny eternal punifementsj ** Gentle- 

A a 4 meo. 
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^^ men, all the world are not philofopbers, we 
'^ have to do with a number of knaves who never 
*^ give themfelves the trouble to refleft, with a 
^^ multitude of thieves, drunkards, and brutal 
" perfons; preach to them, if you pleafe, that 
** there is no hell ; for my part, I will perpetually 
^* found in their ears they will be damned 
** if they rob me.** This dqdtrine he aftually 
did preach, one Sunday, in the church at Feifnei; 
but his fermon muft appear too inconfifteht, to a 
great part of his audience, for them to receive 
much benefit from his pious labours* 



It was not merely becaufe he was his rival that 
he difliked Ctebillon : he liyled his v^rftfication 
barbarous—*^ Eledtra and Rhadamiftcs kre the 
*^ only two of his Pieces, faid he, that a 'mad 
*^ who has the leaft ear can endure tt) read; the 
*^ reft are written in a.ftyle totally mcorreft. They 
*^ are filled with unconneded periods, inflated 
'^common-place, and long apoftrophes to the 
*^ gods, becaufe he knew not how to addrefs 
*^ men/* tie wifhed all dramatic poets to write 
like Racine, or form themfelves after his man- 
ner ; but this is requiring a little too much, and 
treating rather too harlhly a rival> whofe pencil 
may not be loft, but whofe colors tho' gloomy, 
.are truly tragical. 

If 
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It he feemed to flight the eloquence of J. J, 
Roufleau, it was becaufe, in the midft of th'e mod 
ftriking beauties, there is fonacthnes a mixture 
of bombaft and declamation j with far-fetched 
thoughts obfcurely and incorredly'expreffed. It 
muft indeed be confefled, that when* we read the 
work of ah enemy, we regard the moft trivial 
faults more thart the grcateft beauties. Voltaire 
was moft feveire onhis Eloife, of which the greater 
part of the letters appeared to him manifeftly^ 
written for publication. Yet he feleS:ed feveral, 
of which Jie would have been glad to have been 
the author. Roufleau, on his fide, could have 
wilhed to tear , out many pages from Voltaire, 
and had they both done this for each other, pof- 
terity would probably have confidered them ^ ren- 
dering it fervice. 



Voltaire greatly admired M. de BufTon, but he 
could ndt approve of poetical defcriptidns in a 
body of Natural Hiftory, or allow that an account 
of the horfe or the afs fliould be written in the 
ftyle of Telenrachus. It might be urged, in an- 
fwer, that M. dc BufFon, naturally eloquent, fol- 
lowed his owji gepius, without any great regard. 
to the fciencc On which he treated, a^d that we 
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eafily pardon a writer for layUhing ornaments on 
a fubjea: which appears, m its own nature, dry and 
uninterefting. 



Vohaim haft bcea rstf fevere co. the French 
Opera^ not becaUfe he had not flicccedcd in thu 
fcind of writing, for has wa» very. fisnfiWe of the 
merit of a good opera. No one^ha^ faid noore in 
piaife of Quinaute^ perhaps he faasi &id too mmhf 
but our lyric tragedy appeared to him a fpectes 
of poem neceifarily difgufting by the continual 
repethioa of common-place gallantry. Nothing 
19 to be met within thdn,.faid he] (and as the 
aiuthor of Le IkoAkY^w^e, "BkDdutle lykbwbood, 
had faid before) hut 

Flames and darts and pangs and hearts. 
Flowers and bowers, brooks and crooks^ and 
Groves and dovesi and little loves. 



It is^ to be renaarked that Voltaire often re* 
peated in hk writings the bon mot^ of others. 
There is a pkafantry of his upon a prelate, 
equally learned and virtuous> whofe name alone 
would put him in a rage. ^* At Puy, fays he, 
tbey enquired whether Monfeigneur had not 
prmted iba^ething ac Parts, ^id stt F»ris they 
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alfccd, whether be had not puhllfhed fotnethmg at 
Puy." This thought is taken from thfe fofloww 
ing epigram agaii>ft^ 4li» po s t Roi i 

While lift'ning to Roi, tho' his rhimes are defpisy. 
He makes fools imagine, they*te ev^rjr Where' prh'd; 
In Paris they fell at Verfailtes, he declares, ' 
In Verfailles, oh! that all Paris buys ^em h^ fwears^ 



In general, thofe who delight m either ut;ter- 
ing or writing bon mots are greatly addi<3:ed to 
plagiarifm* When Voltaire was received into 
the academy, ^on, not being able to make way 
through the crowd, faid, " I find it is more dif- 
ficult to get in here than to be admitted a 
member*** 

This had been before faid, by the Abb^ Ser* 
vien, as long ago as the year tji2j and is to be 
found in fomc fatirical pieces at the end of the 
Neological Diftionary of the Abb6 des Fon- 
taines* 



To return to the plagiarifma of Voltaire from 
celebrated authors; we oug^t not to fcurgetthe 
Perfian Letters of Montefquieu^ which have fup^ 
plied him with many pleafantries ; and the Spirit 
of Laws, from which he has boixcrwed maay 
thQughtSt 

The 
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■The cxprefl^)n, in the Ecojfaife, I will not fay^ 
but I will fwear, is origmally Piron's. 



This Epigram 

A fcrpent Frcron bit, in fpite ; 
Know you what followM from the bite ? 
Not, Sir, the latter, but the firft. 
Did, with increafe of venom, burft. 

is only a parody of another written long before. 



Voltaire well knew he was accufed of borrow** 
ng from others, and defended hintfelf with fome 
degree of plaufibility. 

^^ M3wivals, fays he, inceffantly accufe me 
** with pillaging both the ancients and moderns. 
*^ We both frequently treat on the fame fubjed, 
^' and we both pillage to adorn it ; but from the 
*^ fuccefs of their works, and of mine, it is ma- 
^^ nifeft X am not the unpardonable thief." 

Voltaire has likewife been reproached with 
criticifing the authors, from whom he borrowed, 
with undeferved fe verity, and thus fetting fire 
to the houfe he had plundered. Shakefpeare has 
been mentioned as one inftance. -' But he had 
bfeftowed jufr praifcs on the Englifli poet, and it 
rnuil be confeffed, that, in imitating him, he has 
correfted all his defedrs/ and furpaffed' his beau- 
ties. [^ A literary thief^ fays a certain wit, ihould 
-' - alwaya 
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always murder, his man/* This is pi^cifely what 
Voltaire has done by Shakefpeare, in his tragedy 
of LaMortde Cefar: The Death ofCaefar*. 

Several of the works of Voltaire have been tranf- 
lated into almoft all the languages of IJurope. 
They have even penetrated into China. A learned 
Chinefe has tranflated feyeral poetical pieces of 
the French Homer. They are greatly admired, 
it is faid, by the reigning Emperor, Kien-Long, 
who has given Voltaire the title of Poufal-fond, or 
the Supernatural Mind. 



But this Supernatural Mind has been accufed of 
ignorance by his critics. This accui^tion is cer- 
tainly unjuft, Voltaire, indeed, had not the learn- 
ing of Mabilloti, or Du Cange; and may per- 
haps have made a few millakes in chronology or 
hiftory : but, in general, he was well . informed 
of his fubjeiQ:. He had fome knowledge of every 

* This paiTage is tranflated wftli the contempt it defenresy 
and is an additional proof, if any proof were wanting, that 
though Frenchmen have a thoufand fhining qualitiei, a thou- 
fand virtues, their, ridicubus and extreme vanity overclouds 
and often totally obfcures them alt« T» 

Yet forgive me, God, 
. That I do brag thus— This your air of France 
Hath blown that vice in me. 

ShaIcsp£arf'S| Hen.V. 
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fcience, and had ftudied feveral with jgreat atten- 
tion. The AbW Trublet, who knew him weU, 
has cited him as a proof, that talents may be im^ 
proved by learning. *^ There is nothing, fays he, 
which he docs not know, and thofe literati who 
have beeh moll familiar with him^ corroborate 
this teftimony, though many of the learned treat 
him as fuperficial in thofe fciences which they 
have made the particular objeds of their ftudy. 

As to languages, he underftood Latin, Ei^gl^^ 
and Italian. He knew but little of Greek, nothing 
of Hebrew, and was but moderately acquainted 
with the Spanifh. French, however, he un^er- 
llood perfedlly, aqd was a matter of all its nice- 
ties, as fufHciently appeared by his converfation 
and writings. He had likewife beftowed confider- 
able attention on etymology, being Well con- 
vinced, that this fpecies of learning, when neither 
arbitrary nor chimerical, is highly neceflary to ah 
accurate knowledge and proper ufe of wx)rds. 

As a fpecimen of the converfation of Voltaire, 
we fliall add the following Dialogues : 

A Converfation between M.. be Voltaikb 
and two Travellers from Avignon. 

V i%l TO RS*. 

We were ynwillii^ to pafs through Geneva 
without feeing the wonder of the age. 

V O L- 
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VOLTAIRE, 

You are very polite^ I am only a fick pld man. 
May Itilkyou, gentlemett. If you have travelled 
far? 

VISITORS. 

We are from Avignon. 

VOLTAIRE. 

You are leaving then the papal territories for 
ah liei«icftl country — aad what will the inqui. 
.fitionfay? 

VISITORS. 

Our inquifition is very mild, it hurts nobody. 

VOLTAIRE. 

It is pity but it would hurt fome of your prio- 
ten, who fill all Europe with rhapfodies and fatires. 

• VISITORS. 

Thefe works are not known at Avignon ; they 
are printed by ftealth, and circulated in the fame 
manner^ 

VOLTAIRE. 

You have in your city a very amiable man of 
learning; I mean the Marquis of Caumont. I have 
alfo had fbme acquaintance with the Abbe de Sade» 
Is he not publi&ing the Memoirs of Petrarch > 

v I s- 
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visit6rs. 

Yes ; the firfl: volume has already appeared, ii 
quarto, and will be followed, by two others. 

VOLTAIRE. 

Three volumes, in quarto, on one man ! It is 
too much* 

VISITORS. 

But he has inferted part of the poetry of Pe- 
trarch, which he has tranflated into French verfc. 

J 

VOLTAIR^E. 

I would not advife him to tranflate it all. A 
repetition of the fame ideas and the fame fenti- 
ments would not greatly pleafe our French readers. 
We are, befides, fo rich in thefe kind of compofi- 
tions, that we have no need of fupplies from a 
foreign language. I doubt, much, whether Pe- 
trarch, though a very great man, in the age in 
which he lived, were equal to our Racine, or even 
Quinault. However, if he were as ingenious, he 
certainly was not fo natural. I have formerly at- 
tempted to tranflate feveral of his pieces, but I 
foon perceived ne had often more imagination 
than tafte, and more wit than pathos. Whoever 
tranflates Petrarch ought to make a fcledion. 

VIS^ 
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Visitors* ' ' 

' It is probable the Abbe de Sade wUl^tnakc fijch 
a feledtion. 

VOLTAIRE. 

You have many Jefuits in your country, have 
you not? 

VISITORS. 

There are fome. 

VOLTAIRE* 

Thofe gentlemen ought not to take advantage 
of their afylum, to publifh all manner of aVufc 
againft perfons of merit, whoni they ought to re- 
' /pedt. 

VISITORS. 

Thofe of whom we have any knowledge are, 
for the moft part, peaceable old men ; we do not 
know that they have written againft any One, 
Perhaps the prefles of Avignon are blamed 
for what is in reality publiflied at Liege 6r 
Bruflels, &c. 
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Another Converfation ^ between M. de 
Voltaire and a Workman of Che 
County of Neufchatel. . 

VOLTAIRE. 

Is it tnie that you come from Neufchatel ? 

WORKMAN. 

Yes, Sir. 

VOLTAIRE. 

Are you frpm the town of Neufchatel itfelf ? 

WORKMAN. 

No, Sir. I come from the village of Butte, 
in the valley of Trayers. 

VOLTAIRE. 

Butte ! Is tliat far from Motiers ? ^ ^ 

WORKMAN, 

About a fliort league. 

VOLTAIRE. 

There is a certain perfon in yoiir country who 
fhas been guilty of a great number of abfurdities. 

* This converfation Is taken from the letters of J. J. Rouf- 
feauy to whom it was related by M. de Montmollini who had 
it from the workman himfelf. 

WORK* 
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; liVliOnj do you meao^ Sir ? 

VOLTAIRE. 

r ' r • '- 1 X - - 

One Jean Jacques RoufTeay. Do you know liim ? 

WOR^TyiAN. 

Yes, Sir. I fatv him once, at Butte, in the 
coach of M. de MontmoUin,. wjio was taking an 
airing wi|:h him. 

Voltaire; 

What! Does that fellow ride in a coach ? He 
is become Very proud,' fure. 

WORKMAN. 

He walks too fometimes, and climbs up our 
mountains like a cat. . 

, VOTLTAIRE. 

He wiH climb up a ladder one day or other* 
He was very near being hanged at Paris, and will, 
yet, if ever he returns thither. 

WORKMAN. 

Hanged I Sir. He has all the appearance of , 
an houeft man. Good God ! What has he done> 

VOLTAIRE. 

He Jias written abominable books. He is ^ 
Very wicked wretch ; an atheift. 

^ Bb a WORK- 
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WORKMAN. 

You furprize me ! Why, he goes every Sunday 
to church. 

VOLTAIRE. 

What a hypocrite! Well, and what do they 
fay of him in your country ? Does any body dc- 
firc to fee him ? 

WORKMAN. 

Every body. Sir. Every body loVes him. His 
company is fought after every where. He is 
particularly a favorite with my Lord *. 

VOLTAIRE. 

His Lordfhip does not know him; nor do you. 
Only wait two or three months, and you will fee 
what he is. The people of Montmorenci, where 
Jie lives, made bonfires wheti they found hei had 
efcaped the gallows. He is a man without faith, 
honor, or religion. (**) 



* Lord Keith, Governor of Neufchatel. i 

(**) Voltaire certainly fpoke of J. J. RoulTeau with great 
afperity : he was one of thofe perfons the mention of whoTe Tery { 

name was fufficient to put him out of hiimor. Yet he often 
pretended to wifh a reconciliation with him ; but Roufleau 
did not believe him fincere. " He has had a long converfation, 
*• fays he, wilh Monfieur * ♦ *, he has played his part ad- 
** mirably : he is no ftranger to the requifites neceifary fcr a 
** great ador. Dolis in^ruaus et arte Pela/gd.'' Voltairfi 

indeed 
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WORKMAN. 

Without religion. Sir! It has been faid, you 
have not much of that yourfelf. 

VOLTAIRE, 

No ! Gracious God I Who can fay fuch a thing ? 

WORKMAN. 

All the world. Sir. 

VOLTAIRE. 

O what horrible flander ! Have I not ftudicd 
among the Jefuits, and difcoiirfed concerning God, 
tetter than the whole body of divines ? 

WORKMAN. 

But it is faid. Sir, you have written very 
wicked books, 

VOLTAIRE, 

It is falfe. Let them produce a fingle book 
which bears my name, as thofe of that beggar 
bear his, &c. &C/* 

indeed wts afliamed of the name of perfecutor^ given him by 
Rouileau and his partifkns, and, perhaps, on that account^ really 
defired a recotciliation ; but Jean Jacques was too fufpicious, 
and could not eaiily appear friendly with thofe from whom his 
Iieart was efiranged. He could not, he faid, promife an efleem 
which did not depend on himfelf. Indeed, what purpofe could 
any reconciliation anfwer, when the contending parlies could 
neither love nor rcfpedl each other ? 

Bb 3 AN 
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A B S T R A C T, 
HISTORICAL AND CRITICAL^ 

OF THE 

THEATRICAL WORKS. 

o f\ 
U. DE VOLTAIRE, 

!• /^ E D I P E, the firfl attempt of M. de Voir 
V^ taire, was likewife his mafter-piece, at 
leaft for the verfification. This piece, aded iQ 
1718, has undergone frequent criticifms, which 
in general have been well-founded. We IhaU 
quote what M. de Voltaire has himfelf faid. 

" The grand defeft is the fubjea. The trar 
*^ gedy of Oedipus ought regularly to end with 
" the fir ft a(9:. It is not natural to fuppofe Oedi- 
^^ pus ignorant of the circumftances attending his 
^^ predeceflbr^s death. Sophocles took no pains 
^^ to corrsd: this fault ; and Corneille, by cndea- 
'^ vouring to avoid it, has done ftill worfe ; nof 
^^ have Uucceeded better than thcfe great men. , 

B b 4 '' My 
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" My piece has alfo a more confiderable d^fcft, 
** which does not rcfult from the fubjcd, and for 
/* which I am alone refponfible ; I mean the cha- 
*^ rafter of Philoftetes. He feems to have come 
f^ to Thebes merely^ to be accufed^ though there 
^' is, perhaps, but little reafon for any accu- 
*' fation. He arrives in the firft aft, and goes 
*^ back in the third. He is only to be found, ia 
" the three firft afts, and is not fo much as men* 
*' tioned in the laft. tje contributes but little to 
'* the plot, and the cataftrophe is effefted abfo- 
^' lutely without his aid. , Thus the piece ap- 
*' pears compofed of two tragedies, one of which 
*' has for its fubjcft Philoftetes, and the other 
** Oedipus, 

** I have been fplicitous to give Philoftetes 
*' the charafter of a hero ; but am fearful what I 
** intended for greatnefs of foul may appear ridi- 
*' culous boafting. Happily, I have read, in 
'* Madam Dacier, that it is allowable for a man 
'* to fpeak well of himfelf, when he is calum- 
'• niated ; now this is precifely the cafe of Phi- 
** loftetes. He is reduced, by flanderous accu- 
*^ fations, to the necefljty of commending him- 
** felf. In any other fituation I Ihould have given 
** him more politenefs than pride, zvA were he 
^' dcfcribed in like circumftapces with Sertorius 
^^ jind Pompey, I flipuld have taken the conver- 

' ^^ fation 
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^* fetion of thofe two grdat men as my model} 
*^^ however I might have defpaired to attain its 
^^ excellence, - 

^^ With'refpeft to the amour between Jocafta 
*f and Philo<9:etes, I may boldly affirm it is a de*' 
*^ fed: abfolutely neceflary. The fubjeft, in itfelf, 
*^ furnifhdd nothing fufficient to fill the three firft 
^^ afts. Thofe who are acquainted with theatrical 
^^ compofitions, and are as well, aware of their. 
*^ difficulty as fenfible of fuch errors, will be per- 
^^ fedtly of my opinion. The principal cha- 
^^ radters muft always be agitated by fome paf- 
^* fipns, and how infipid had been the fart of Jo- 
^* cafta had Ihe not at leaft preferved the remem- 
\^ brance of a legitimate love, and had fhe not 
^^ been diftrefled with fears for the life of a man 
f^ who had formerly been the objedt . of her 
*^ afFedions ! 

^^ I confefs I have been fliewn feveral verfes, 
** in my piece, which are to be found in other 
*^ dramatic produftiohs. I fay, I have been 
^^ fliewn ; for whether, having my memory filled 
V with the.verfes of other writers, I imagined 
*/ what^occurred to be tfcye fruit of my own » in- 
^^ vention, pr whether the fame thoughts and 
^^ turns of expreffion may fometimes prefent them- 
♦' felves to different perfons, it is certain I have 
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*^ been a plagiarift without my knowledge, and' 
*^ that except thofe beautiful lines of Corneille, 

Cc monftre a voix humainc, &c. 

^* And that othef paffage, 

Et Ic fort qtii Taccable, &c. 

" I have not defignedly borrowed from any onct 
*^ In Corneiile*s Horace is the following verfc. 

Eft cc vous Curiace ? en croirai je mes ycux. 

^^ In my piece there is. 

Eft ce vous Philoftcte ? en croirai jc mcs yeiix, 

*^ I hope every one will do me the honor to 
** believe me capable of writing a line equally 
^* good ; however I have altered" it, and cannot 
^^ but wifli all my errors had been as eafy to 
^^ correft/* 

LaMotte, by his office, was cenfor of this piece, 
and lie has exprefled himfelf thus, " The public, 
^^ during its reprefentation, believed a worthy 
«^ fucceffor of Corneille and Racine had arifen ; 
*' nor will 'their hopes be difappointed by its ap- 
^ pearance in print/' 

II. Oedipe was performed more than forty 
HimeS, in oppofition to a fwarm of critics ; but 

' Arte- 
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AiCTEMiRE, a tragedy aded in 1720, had no fuc- 
cefs. It was never printed^ we muft therefore* 
pafs over in filence both its beauties and defers. 
It is faid to have contained many excellent verfes^; 
b»t tihe condoft of the piece was, umfeubtedly, 
not equal to the verfificttion* 

. IIL Hero©e et Mariamne, afted in 1723, 
had, originally, no more fuccefs than Artemirc.- 
The firrt-reprefentation was not even permitted 
t5 be fmMidd, through a whimfical criti'cifm of 
thq pit, who were offended at the Queen's drink- 
ing on the ftage*. The following.year the Queen 
did not drink, and the piece was afted forty times. 
" The French people (faid the Abbe de la Pbrte) 
^* delight ill extremes; for, to confefs the truth, 
** this tragfedy neither deferved its former dif* 
^^ grace, nor its fubfequent fuccefs/* 

The choice of the fubjedt was greatly blamed. 
The petit-mattres alledged it Was only an old, 
brutal, and* ai-norous hufband, whofe wife refufed 
tt> comply with conjugal duty j and they added, 

* Its failure has been alfo attributed to a bon mot, A co* 
mcdy,' called Le Demi (The Mourtiing) ivas a<^ed as an after-* 
piece. A wU cried out, '^ It was ther mourtLittg fbr the nevr' 
piece;" and even this contributed not a little t» ,di(pofc tfte^* 
audience to receive the tragedy unfavorably, 

•^ ■ - a family 
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a family quarrel was not a proper theme for a tfa* 
gedy. But this quarrel has been ennobled by the 
brilliant l^ncil of the author; and, perhaps, thia 
brilliance is even fofnetimes too exccfEve. We da 
not find inMariamne.the fWeet and tender ftyle of 
Zaire, and it contains too many epic verfes* It. 
is no wonder the fubjeft fliould excite the genius ' 
of M,.de Voltaire to undertake its embellilhment. 
A King who has been univerfally honored with* 
the title of the Great, paffionately fond of the 
jnoft beautiful woman in the world;. the frantic 
paffion of a monarch fo famous for his virtues and. 
his crimes, his paft cruelties and prefent remorfe ; 
that continual and rapid tranfition from love to 
hatred, and hatred to love; the ambition of his 
fifter; the intrigues of hi^ minifters; the cruel' 
iituation of a Princefs, whofe virtue and beauty 
are ftill celebrated through the world, who had 
feen her father and brother put .to death by her 
hufband, and who, ftill more to heighten her ca^ 
lamities, faw herfelf paffionately loved by the n[iur* 
derer gf her neareft relations ! What a field is here 
for fuch an imagination as M, de Voltaire's ! But 
it muft be acjcnowledged alfa, that this vaft field 
affords feveral tender fituations, which rather re- 
quire the pencil of Paul Veronefc than that of 
Michael Angtlo. 
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' IV. LIndiscret, a comedy, aftcd in 1725, 
was the firft dramatic work, of the comic kind, 
produced by M. de Voltaire. This piece is writ- 
ten with great propriety and art, and in the true 
ftyle of good comedy. It contains chairafter, lu- 
dicrous fituation, and fprightly dialogue. It is 
no lefs corred than elegant, though the language 
may, perhaps, not be efteemed fuiEciently flowing. 

V. M. de Voltaire remained five years after the 
appearance of tills piece, vVithout producing any 
thing for the theatre. The Study of the Englilh 
Language, his, Travels in England, < his Hiftory , 
of Charles XII. and his Mifcellanies engaged his 
whole attention, during that interval. At length 
his Brutus came forth ; this tragedy * was per- 
formed, for the firft time, in 1730. It had no 
fuccefs in France ; but was better received by fo« 
reigners, than any other of his pieces. 

Its defedts, it muft be confefled, are confider-^ 
able; but it muft alfo be allowed, it is, in many 
refpeds, a work worthy of its author, and the 
admiration of pofterity. Many dramatic pieces 
have had great fuccefs in the reprefentation, tho* 
it is impoffible to read them with patience ; but 
of this the revcrfe is true. Though it pleafed but 
little on the ftage, it was much more admired in 
the clofet i " A proof (fays the Abbe des Fon- 
f • ' taines) 



Digitized by 



Google 



£-382 ] 

taines) that it pofleffes merit and beauticsi which 
charm more forcibly the more they are examined.'* 
The pencil of Corneille is apparent in many 
places. The verfification is worthy the genius of 
its author ; a.nd, except in a few inflances, wtere 
it feems to have been Icfs attended to, the more 
it is read the more it pleafes. What thoughts I 
what; images! what feotiments ! what harmony! 
The part of TuUia has been thought unintereft- 
ing, and with reafonj but this' is lefs'the fault 
of the author than the audience. We are accuf- 
tomed to confider the paflion of love as the fouJ 
of tragedy ; and continually exped: the ideas ancj 
intrigues of romance. Every female charader,. 
if not conformable to this prejudice, appears to 
us infipi^l. 

VI. Eriphile, a tragedy, a<fted two years after 
Brutus, but never printed till 1779, was entirely 
unfuccefsful, and deferved its difgrace. The plot 
was intitled to no praife; its brilliant and pom', 
pous language was therefore . difregarded. No- 
thing was noticed but the want of connexjon in 
its parts, and propriety in its charaders. The 
marvellous incident of the ghoft difgufted the au- 
dience, who were not to be appeafed by a few 
detached beauties* 

viu 



Digitized by 



Google 



■ C 3H 3 

. VII, M- de Voltaire had already emulated Cor^ 
xieille, aad in 1732, he became the fuccefsful rival 
,of Racine, by producing his Zaire. This was 
the firft dramatic piece in which he gave full li* 
Jbterty to the fenfibility of \iis heart. He had 
formed the idea of oppofing to each other, -in 
4lie fame work, oil one fide, hont>r, high birth, 
the love of our country, and religion; and, on 
the other, a paffion the moft tender and unfor- 
tunate ; to contraft the manners of the Mahome- 
tans and thofe of the Chriftians ; the court of a 
Sultan and that of a King of France, and to 
make the French nation enter, for the firft timcj^ 
into the tragic fcene. This proje<ft was truly 
great, and the author executed it in eighteen days. 
But a work fo haftily conceived, and rapidly ex- 
ecuted, could not be without faults ; they were 
foon remarked by the critics. 

With many a fneer they oft repeated^ 
That I, from fancy over heated, 
All rule and reafon far aftray, 
Hadforg'd a novel, not a play; 
Had maim'd the tale, nior fiiewn, at laft, 
How thcfc ftrangc incidents had paft., 

Epi, to Zaire. 

It was remarked that Orofmanes was rather a 
French courtier ths^n a Turkiflx Sultan : that it 
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^as not probable a Turk fliould fo govern his 
pafEon for a Have till after the marriage ceremony: 
that Zaire was not' fufEciently a Chriftian • that 
Ihe reafoned very indifferently on the fubjeft of 
religion : that flie was undeterminfed even in death : 
and that it could not be known whether Ihe died 
in the belief of Chriftianity, or in a total indif- 
ference for every religion : that the letter, which 
proved her deftruiftion, was a frivolous Invention, 
&c. Yet though it was criticifed without remiffion, 
the applaufe it received was unbounded. What 
a beautiful fcene is that between Lufignan and his 
children ! Racine himfelf has written no tragedy 
more affefting: no piece ever drew more tears 
from the audience; and, though the language 
may fometimes appear left carefully ftudied, it far 
more frequently exhib^its that elegant delicacy 
which is the indifputable mark of true genius. 

The author labored inceffantly to correft it 
during its furft run, but fuch alterations are not 
very agreeable, to the aftors. The celebrated Du- 
frefne, weary of receiving every day new cor- 
redions, ordered that no meffage from M. dc 
Voltaire Ihould be admitted. The poet, how- 
ever, contrived. to tranfmit him his alterations by 
a very lingular ftratagem. He knew that Dufrefnc 
intended to give a grand dinner to his friends, 
and caufed a partridge pie to be made, which be 
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fent to the aftor, ftridljr charging the perfoh who 
carried' it, not to fay from whom it came. The 
pie was prefently opened ; but how great was the 
furprize of the guefts to find in it twelve par- 
tridges, each holding in its beak feveral little notes, 
containing the additions, retrenchments and alte- 
rations he iiad made in the part of Dufrefne. It 
was eafy to know from whom the preferit came, 
dhd every one warmly praifed this ingenious and 
delicate method of rendering- the corredljons of 
an author acceptable . to the aftor. 

VIII., Alzire, the younger fifte^ of Zaire, 
appeared in 1736, and received equal applaufe. 
It exhibits^ the fublimity and noble independence 
of a foul uncorrupted by art; ftill more tender 
even than Zaire, it afFefts every heart that poflefles 
the leaft fenfibility. 

The fuccefs of this piece could not filence the 
tiritics. It is not without defedte, though its beau- 
tie? ought to prevent their being mentioned. This. 
tragedy occafioned the following excellent verfes 
by Greflet. 

Beauty, moft faultlefs,. ftill, hath faults fome few^; 
Thrice have I feen Alzire, thrice charm'd anew. 
Have heard her cafilal bleiftifbcs decried -, 
But tears can better, fure, than rules decide: 
And, tho' fhe may receive a frown from art, 
She gains th* unbounded plaudits of the heart. 
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• Goodtafte, devoid of rule, walks felf-cre6l ; 

Where moft is feeling, there is leaft defcft. 

Nor is it chance that thus'the foul can heat : 

When Nature's fountains flow, there's no deceit. 
, Then fnarl who will, I feel thefe pure delights. 

When charming Gaufliu afts what Voltaire writes. 

Some envious perfons having circulated a re- 
port that Jlzire was not the work of M. de Vol- 
taire, " I could wifti it were not with all my 
heart,'^ faid an officer prefent. Beings alked his 
reafon, ** Becaufe, added he,, we fliould then have 
gained another poet.'^ Indeed the genius of the 
truly great poet is very apparent in Jlzire, in the 
fublimity and harmony of its verfification, in its 
nervous and tender fentiments, in the probability 
and intereft given to a fubjed fo oppofite to our 
' manners, and the propriety with which charaflrers 
lb Angular and extraordinary are fupported. 

IX, UEnfan^ Prodigue, This comedy, afted 
the fame year as Alzire, and with nearly the 
fame fuccefs, proves M. de Voltaire to be equally 
capable of brandilhing the terrific dagger, or 
waving the fportive malk. Though it contains 
many exceptionable paflages, it well deferved all 
the appfeufe it received. The Angular ftyle of 
this work, tefembling no other of the kind, and 
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the peculiar meafure oif its verfe*, which Wiii 
new to the French theatre, contributed to'attra(3: . 
large audiences. It is calculated to draw tears no 
lefs than to excite laughter, though it does not too 
much abound in what has been called Le Comique 
Larmoyant, nor has it abfolutely forfaken the cha- . 
rafter of good comedy. 

- This comedy was not at firft acknowledged by 
M. de Voltaire. *^ UEnfant Prodigue^ fays he, in 
a letter about that time, is an orphan of which I 
do not avow myfelf the, father.'* Opinions were 
divided with regard to the author- ^' A$ for me, 
^* faid the Abbe des Fontaines, I was not in doubt 
^ a moment ; but, without pretending to pehe- 
** trate the myftery, I fliall only fay, that a great 
** poet may, fometimes, write beneath himfelf^ 
** and produce things mean and trivial ; that 
*^ he may offer to the ftage infipidities, which he 
/* approved in his clofet, . and flat witticifms, 
*^ which can only be pleafing to his own heated 
'* imagination. But in the midft of all thefe de- 
*^ fefts, which are principally noticed by little 
^^ critics, extraordinary genius fhines forth. The 
*^ Angular abilities of the concealed author arc 
*^ eaJGly difcovered, by the eafe of his ftyle, his 
agreeable dialogue, the delicacy of his turns, 
* 
* It is. written in vcrfe of ten fyllables* 

C c a *' amj 



€i 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



C 3S8 ] 

^* and the charafteriftic elegance of a great num- 
^* ber of lines, which are manifeftly by the hand of 
** a mafter. There are, in the fourth and fifth a&s, 
'•^ feveral afFeding and well finifhed fceties, which 
*^ clearly prove the pathetic to be particularly 
^' fuitcd to the genius of the writer." 

X. In theatrical produ6:ions, the moflS brilliant 
fuccefs is fometimes only the forerunner of ill 
fortune. This was verified by M. de Voltaire,- 
when his Zulime was aded, in- 1740. The three 
firft afts were much applauded ; but the two laft 
were»fo ill received that it was not thought advife- 
abie to aft it a fecond time. The author himfelf 
confined it was inferior to his other tragedies. 
*^ It was, he faid, a fummer fliower." It was re- 
vived in 176;^, and with fome fueeefs, notwith- 
ftaftding the faults with which it abounds. ' 

" The fubje<a of the tragedy, fays M. Rouf- 
feau de Touloufe, is interefting, but the incidents 
are not fufficiently explained, connedted, or pro^ 
bable. The arrival of Beriaffar is too fudden ; his 
entry into the city, Arzenia, too eafi'ly efFefted ; 
the combats are too quick and too confufed ; the 
viftory of Alide, who, by his courage, aftonifhes 
the foldiers, and gains Ramire, borders too much 
on the marvellous. It were to bfe wilhed there 
had been more probability in the fudden change 
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t>i Zt^mu who, after having diftinaiy perceived 
the underftanding between the two lovers, un- 
accountably Ihuts her eyes to the light, and blindly 
confides in thofe, who have betrayed her. Her 
forfaking the religion of her fathers feems with* 
put fufficient motive. The fubjeft, in fad:, admits 
of no denouement, and the two which have been 
tried are neither of them fatisfadlory." 

Befides, as the author himfelf has remarked, 
the defefts of the charadler of Ramire have in* 
fluenced the whole piece. A hero, who has no 
other part but that of a lover, will never greatly 
intereft the audience. He is no longer acha^ 
rafter proper for tragedy. 

We muft therefore confefs the fubject defedlive : 
yet this ill-fabricated canvafs Voltaire has fre- 
quently embellifhed with the moft brilliant colour- 
ing. What fire, what pathos in the part of Zu- 
Jime ! How affediing is Alide ! How generous Ra- 
mire ! What tendernefs, truth, and elevation in 
the charader of Benaffar ! The fimplicity of the 
piece is another fubjedt for panegyric. It con- 
tains neither epifode nor foreign incident; every 
thing arifes naturally from the characters intro- 
duced in the firft adt. 

XI. La Mort de Cesar, a tragedy, in three 
afts, performed in 1742, is very diflferent from 
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the preceding. Zplima contains ' nodiing but 
love : in the Death of Csefar there is neither fe- 
male nor tender paffion. All the characters con- 
verfe with a familiar equality. Such h the beha- 
viour of Brutus to Csefar^ though he ftyles him 
his liather, and though he has refolved to affaffi- 
mte him. The fentiments of Brutus are more 
extravagant than heroic. This piece, in'its plan, 
dialogue, condufl:, ftyle and fentiments, is entirely 
in the tafte of the Englifh ftage. It may infpire 
a noble zeal for liberty and our country, in a ge- 
nerous and well, cultivated mind ; but, in another 
point of view, it may be prejudicial, by exhibit- 
ing an example of ferocious and unnatural courage. 
• Almpft every line of this work bears the marks 
of the great genius; many are extremely beau- 
tiful, and many of the thoughts forcible, manly 
and new. The fcene of the confpirators Is one of 
the mofl: nervous to be found on the flage. Some 
paflages are written with an eloquence truly fub- 
lime ; but to tafte their beauties requires a Roman 
audience, and not an affembly gf the effeminate 

fietit mattm of Paris, 

■» 

Xtl. Le Fanatisme;, or Mahomet the Pro- 
phet. In this piece, brought on the ftage in 1742, 
Mf de Vpltaire appeared the fuccefsful rival of 
CrebiUpD, as in bis Brutus he bad vied with Cqrr 
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Hfeille, and in his Zaire witlj Racine. Mahomet 
is allowed, by the beft judges, to be an admirable 
compofition, both for eloquence and poetry. The 
madnefs of fanaticifm, and the ungovernable 
tranfports of ambition and revenge were, perhaps, 
never imagined with greater force. But this piece 
requires aftors, and an audience, worthy its ex- 
cellence. 

If, in the fourth aft, we could find performers 
capable of all the emotions, and agitation of vi- 
olent paflion ; a Seidey who fhould at once be ac- 
tuated by enthufiafm and tendernefs, brutal thro* 
fanaticifm, but naturally humane and capable at 
once to rage and weep ; a Palmire^ animated, ten- 
der, terrified and trembling at the crime Ihe is 
about to commit, and feized with horror, repen- 
tance and defpair at the inftant that crime is per- 
petrated ; a father, whofe feeling voice and man- 
ner might prove him truly a father, who ihould 
recognize his two children in his murderers, and 
embrace them, mingling his tears with theirs, 
and with his own blood, who might raife himfelf 
to clafp them in his arms and fink again fupported 
by them ; could we find adtors to expreft fueh 
fituations and emotions, witH fuitable energy, thefe 
fcenes would be fuperior to any thing we have 
4sver feen. 

Cc 4 Xllt 
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XIIL Though the fuccefs of Mahomet waf 
fomewh* equivocal/ that of* Me^lop^^ a^ed vx 
1743, was exceedingly brilliant. This piece is 
fuperior to the Andromaque of Racine. We can 
never fufficiently admire the infinite art with 
which M. de Voltaire has fo much interefted us, 
by a piece in which no putual paffion is difplayed, 
and where all the fentiments and fituations turn 
on the tender afFedlipn of a mother for her child ; 
whereas, in the Jndromaque, the love of Oreftes for 
Hermione, which is perhaps too much in the na- 
ture of an epifode, produces almoft all the intereft 
of the piece. 

We can never too often remind our joung 
poets, who are too apt to , be infatuated with ro- 
mantic incidents, that Meirope has only been fo 
much applauded, becaufe it is Nature herfelf, and 
that, if this tragedy had a fifth ad:, it would be 
the firft of dramatic models. What a pifture of 
maternal, tendernefs! What mother was ever Jlc- 
tuated by feelings more forcible ! How is fixe 
, alarmed for the life of Egijie ! Hpw tranfported 
with joy when> flie fees him again ! How fearful 
of lofipg him ! and how anxioys to r?-eftablifh 
him on the throne of the Heraclida?, his anceftors. 

The part of Merope was the triumph of Ma- 
demoifelle du Mefnil. What acclamations of ten- 
dernefs and admiration did Ihe not extort, when, 
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\;^th ^ftradion in her eyes and fuffocatiojj in her 
voice, Ihe lifted her trembling hand to facrific© 
her own fon ; when Narbas prevented the blow, 
a^d, dropping ixer poniard, Ihe fainted in the 
arms of her attendants ; when flie recovered from 
her trance, and, rufliing towards Polifonte, crofled 
thie ftage, in an inftant, and, weeping, pale, and 
frantic, ftretched forth her arms, crying out, 
/* Barbarian, he is my fon!" 

This tragedy pleafed far more on the ftage than 
in the perufal. On which account M. de Fon-*- 
tenelle faid, with equal ingenuity and delicacy, 
** The reprefentation$ of Merope have done great 
*^ honor to M. de Voltaire, aqd the printed copies 
^^ to Mademoifelle du Mefnil/* The ftyle wa$ 
cenfured as not fufficiently poUlhed. " This 
*^ piece, faid the Abbe des Fontaines, certainly 
*' contains many harmonious lines, but many 
*^ dp not rife above, and many are even belpWj^ 
*^ mediocrity. M. de Voltaire in all his works. 
*f refembles Tintoret, the famous painter of the 
^* Venetian fchool, of whom the Italiiuis faid, 
^^ That, he had three pencils, one of gold, pne 
** of filver, and the other of irqn. The Heariade 
** is the work of all thefe three. Oedipus is the 
^* only piece in which the golden one has been 
*' employed alone. M. de Voltaire, when he* 
<* wrote that, could write no verfes but what were 
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*^ good4 yet, in whatever he produces, the ni« 
** of genius and the great writer are very appa«- 
*^ rent ; becaufe he pofleffes the art of beitig elo- 
<^ quent in verfe : an art extremely difficult and 
** equally rare/* 

id. de Voltaire has alfo been cenfured for hav* 
ing formed his Merope on the tragedy of MafFei ; 
but this reproach is unjuft, becaufe the imitation 
of the French author may be very reafonably con- 
fidered«as invention. It cannot be denied but the 
Italian tragedy required great corredtion, . to be 
rendered even fupportable ; and it is much to the 
credit of the underftanding of the French imitator, 
that, difdaining to cdpy the firft aft, which in 
the Italian is perfeftly ridiculous, he has only 
followed the other four, in which he has made 
great alterations. If M. de Voltaire, cannot claim 
the glory of invention in this piece, neither does 
it belong to M. Maffei, fince, prior to his tra- 
gedy, there exifted two or three Telefphontes and 
one Amajis. To be able to bring the works of 
others to perfeAion is always juftly deferving 
praife, and efpecially when we are ourfelves ca- 
pable of original invention. 

XIV. La Princesse de Navarre, a ballet 
comedy^ was reprefented at VerfaiMes, in 1745* 
The King being defirous to give an. entertainment 
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to the Dauphinefs, which Ihould not mtrely be 
addrefled to the eyfe, M. de Voltaire was appointed 
to compofe a drama for the occafion, and pro- 
duced, a fpecies of compofition in which the mufic 
makes a principal part. The heroic ftyle is inter- 
mingled with pleafantry, and the \Vhole is a mix- 
ture of opera, comedy, and tragedy. Such is the 
Princeffe de Navarre. This whimfical and ro- 
mantic piece was feverely criticifed, with refpeft 
to the matter and the form. We do not mean to 
write its apology, but, as it abounds with aftion, 
it was, perhaps, on that account, highly proper 
for the purpofe for which it was intended. Mare- 
chal Richelieu, who equally cultivated and patro- 
nized the fine arts, caufed the Princeffe de Navarre 
to be again performed at Bourdeaux, about twenty 
years ago, where it was then received very fa- 
vorably. 

XV. Semiraiv^is was compofed, as well as the 
trinoeffe de Navarre, for the • entertainn^ent of 
the Infanta of Spain, Dauphinefs of France, but 
it was not a^^ed till 1748. This piece required 
great magnificence of drefs,*and fuperb fccnery ; 
and the King was willing to be at the expence, out 
of refpedt to the Princefs, by whom it had been 
required. M. de Cr*ebiilon had before written a 
tr^igedy with the fame title, but it was unfucceff- 
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fuK M,iJe Voltaire's was dill more fo. The con- 
trivance is nearly alike in both. They contain 
the fame characters, except the ghoft of Ninus, 
which has been greatly ridiculed ; but, if it really 
contributes to the intereft of the piecej the ridi- 
cule is mifplaced. The part of Semiramis, tho' not 
very interefting, is fublipje ; but the three, firft aftg 
do not fpeak fufficiently to the heart ; and, though 
the fourth has more feeling, the fifth is at once 
deftitute of warmth and probability. We too foon 
perceive how the whole muft conclude. At the 
beginning of the fecond fcene the whole plot is 
brought up in a box, in which is childiflily dif- 
played the feal, fword, royal diadem, and a letter 
of Ninus. The intrigue lies all in that box, which 
is no iboner opened than we read, in the letter, 
that Arfaces is Ninias, and, on the hilt of the 
fword, that he is to employ it to revenge the 
death of his father. 

Notwithftanding thefe dcfefts, and others, 
which an intelligent reader cannot faU to difcern, 
this tragedy contains many beauties. Tbe fourth 
aft appears to defcrve great praife. The difcovery 
of the^mother and tke fon is conduded with all 
that ftrength, fire, and fuperiority of pathos, for 
which M. de Voltaire is fo diftinguilhed. The 
three firft adts are cold, indSed; but the objects 
they exhibit are grand^ and their coloring mag- 

nificeat* 



Digitized by 



Google 



[ 397 3 

nificent.. The piece is written throughout with 
much elevation ;, the verfification is brilliant, rarely 
negligent, and full of that harmony, that richnefs 
of expreffion, and true poetical ch^rm, which en- 
chants the underftanding and the ear. 

This tragedy, however, was by no means well 
received, at the firft reprefentation. The author, 
meeting Piron behind the fcenes, afked him, 
*^ What he thought of it?" ^^ I think, replied 
Piron, you would have been very glad if I had 
written it/^ Piron did not content himfelf with 
thisbon mot; he wrote a burlefque fong, in which 
he comprized a variety of the objedtionable par- 
ticulars in the piece. 

New blafphcmies, fanatic fears, 
Kings, Convmons, and Peers; 

A'ffcs cars. 
Ha, ha, ha ! Ho, ho, ho ! 
What fhall you not fee in this new raree-fhew7 

A caiketl a dream ! a toledo moft ghtm ! 

A letter ! a fooHlh prediftion ! 
A coY^net ! a watchbox ! a palace ! a toiiib ! 

A mi/atele F tho' but in fiftion. 
New blafphemies, &c. 

A legion of devils ! with antics and freaks! 
Over head thunder rumbling. 
Under foot ghofls a grumbling, 
With flafhcs of lightening, and phantoms, and J(hricki»i 
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Of poifon ! ah ! trcafon ! oh ! murder ! where ? here ! 

Help ! ihceft! guards! daggers! deathj mercy ! oh dear! 

New blafphcmies, &c. 

' The infedrs of the pit followed the example of 
M. Piron. Every diiFerent fpecies of criticifm. 
Both in verfe and profe, w^s levelled againft Se- 
miramis. Parodies, fon^s, epigrams, obfervations, 
judgments, reflexions, remarks, letters, parallels,^ 
were all employed to entomb her and Ninus to- 
gether. Some pretended this would alfo prove 
the grave of Voltaire, but he afterwards gave 
fufficient proofs he was ilill alive. 

XVI. Oreste, afted in 1750, was almoft as 
much criticifed as Semiramis, and, though it de- 
ferved it morei M. de Voltaire, when he publifhed 
his piece, indulged his refentment in fome re- 
flexions on the fubjed:. *^ Since the obfervations 
^* of the academy on the Cid, faid he, not a fin- 
*' gle dramatic production has appeared which 
** has not been criticifed, nor a fingle one 
" which has been criticifed with judgment." This 
will not be believed by every one, but Voltaire 
may be excufed for fpcaking thus after the equi- 
vocal fuccefs of his Orefte. The author attributed 
this reverfe of fortune to a powerful party, which 
had been formed againft him, though no great 
poet Wa» ever known to have had a greater num* 
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bcr of zealous partifans. He afterwards threw 
the blame on Sophocles, who had ferved hun for 
a model : he faid, to one of his friends, when he 
gave him a copy, ** I make you no great prefent, 
it is the work of Sophocles." *^ M. de Voltaire 
might have added, fays M, Daquin, for the honot 
of the Grecian poet and of truth, I prefent you 
with Sophocles difguifed and enfeebled/* 

The pleafure of furprize is wanting ; the two 
laft adts are languid, tumid in' diftion and feeble 
in aftion, condudt and probability. To add to 
thefe defeats, that poetic fire, which had rendered 
fo many little errors in Semiramis pardonable, was 
no longer to be found ; and, inftead of marks of 
genius, it abounded with verbofe declapiation and 
redundancies. Yet there are feveral beautiful 
fcenes in this piece, which M. de Voltaire has 
fince purified from the faults with which it was 
disfigured. The interrogatories put to OrefteS| 
who comes to announce his own death to Qytem- 
neftra and the tyrant, and efpecially that moment 
when the diftraftion of Oreftes, fpeaking to his 
mother, brings him to the point of betraying 
himfelf, keep the audience in the greateft agi- 
. tation. The fuppofition of the afhes of the fon 
of Egiftus, in the funeral urn, inftead of -thofe of 
Oreftes, which it was faid to contain, is alfo a 
very happy idea. 

XVII. 
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XVII. Rome Sauvee, a tragedy, afted in 1752, 
almofl: entirely eclipfed the Catilina of M, de Cre- 
billon, at leaft for the elegance of its ftyle. The 
part of Cicero was univerfally applauded, that of 
Catiline is entirely facrificed to it ; but very beau- 
tiful lines are to be found in both. M. de Vol- 
taire has highly embellilhed the character of Ci- 
cero : he &as rendered his vanity more noble, his 
eloquence more pure, and attributed to him a ge- 
nerofity and firmnefs of foul of which he was not 
ppfleffed. 

*' The glow of particular paflfagcs is fo great, 
** fays M. Clement in his Letters, that I entirely 
** forget in what manner they are connefted, and 
V indeed I know not whether a piece more re-' 
** gularly and artificially condudted, with refpeft 
*^ to its interefl:, could have given me fo much 
*^ pleafurq. For, after all, what great intereft can 
^ we take in the fafety of Rome ? Is It becaufe 
*^ it was a republic ? This idea is vague in- 
** deed ! The he^rt knows only individuals. Oh ! 
^^ but our country. Our country is a iine word, 
^^ and is certainly not without fome meaning. 

" But) unfortunately, the minds of nine-tenths 
^* of an audience are more conformable to Epi- 
*^ curean principles. Among all the theatrical 
*^ pieces, the plots of which are founded on a 
** confpiracy, there is, perhaps, not one in which 
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'* W€ ire affeded by the danger of the flate, buf 
^* by fome particular charafters, which wc 
*^ are artfully induced to confi4er as lively of 
*^ odious*'* 

While the enchantii^ jjoetry of M* de Voltaire 
has been admired^ the pteji of his piece ha^s beem 
cenfured. This has hapffened to almofl: all his 
tragedies. But thefe flight defeds ctf intrigue ar^ 
overlooked by the audience, efpecially when they 
are recompenfed by great and fliining paffages j 
and fuch are undoubtedly to be fdund in Rpm^ 
Sauvee. The fecond ad: is very fine, and th^ 
confpiracy is conduced in It with great ^rength 
and propriety ; but the third does not fupport the 
dignity of the fecond* The charafter of Catilinei 
finks infenfibly, and is poor and barren, when op- 
pofed to Cicero, who is the hero of the piece. It 
were to be wiflxcd, likewife, there were a little 
more of that gloomy horror, of which fomp 
flight traces ar^e to be found in his Mahomet* 
But to infpire this paflion was not the principal 
excellence of our greiat poet ; and he wai^ either 
unable or unwilling to force his genius* 

XVIIL Le Duc^e Foix, which was repre- 
fented in 1753, was not a new piece. It had ap* 
peared before, in 1734, under the title ofJdekide 
du Guefclin. Men of tafte read this performance 
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with pleafurc, not as a good tragedy, but as an 
inftrudive pifture of the extravagance of the paf** 
fions, and that torrent by which even the moft 
virtuous are fometimes carried away. The firft 
ad is a little cold, and does not fufficiently abound 
with dramatic incident ; either through the fault 
of the fubjed, or the inadvertence of the author, 
who might eafily have remedied this defeft, by 
retouching the opening fcene, and altering that 
in which the extraftion and family of Amelia is 
mentioned. The fecond ad: is fo abundant in 
beauties that it has but one fault, which is, that 
it is too ihort. The intereft of the piece is here 
extremely heightened, and rendered perfeft in the 
third, by the taking and difcovery of Famir. The 
iituation, of the fuiFering charaders, is fo well 
managed, in the fourth ad, that this alone might 
enfurc fuccefs. The fifth is full of aftion and 
energy, and it would not have coft M* de Voltaire 
any great efforts to render this tragedy equal to 
his latter produdions. 

The verfification is excellent, the fituations in- 
terefting, and the interview, of the two rival 
brothers with Amelia, is a truly beautiful fcene. 

In 1765, the original piece, Adelaide du Guefdin, 
was performed. Its fate was very different from 
what it had firft experienced. 
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'^ It was hiffcd, (that is, in 1 734) fays Mi da 
** Voltaire, in the firft adt, and the hiffing en- 
*^ creafed in the fecond, when the Duke de Ne- 
*^ mours entered, with his arm in a fling. It was 
** ftill worfe treated, when, in the fifth, the fignal 
" appointed by the Duke de Vendome was heard,, 
*^ and when the fame Duke faid, at the conclu- 
** fion. Art thou content Coucy ? Several witty 
** perfons immediately echoed Ci?/(^, Couffi'^* 

*^ You will eafily imagine I was not obftinatc 
*^ after fuch a reception. I had the fame tragedy * 
*^ adted fome years afterwards, under the title of 
** the Due de Foix, but I rendered it much more 
** feeble, out of refpeft to the ridicule with which 
*^ it had been loaded. * This piece, become now 
, " much worfe, fucceeded ; and I entirely forgot 
** the original, which was fo much its fuperior. 

^^ A copy, however, of Adelaide du Guefclin 
*' remained in the hands of the aftors, and they 
^* revived the play, without mentioning their irt- 
" tentions to me. They performed it as it had 
^* been prefented them, in 1734, without altering 
** a fingle word, and it was received with the ut- 
^^ moft applaufe. The very paflages which had 
*^ been moft hifled, were thofe that were diftin-* 
** guiflied by the loudeft plaudits/* 

* CouiJi or Covicii figmfics very la la^ or very indifferent. 
Dd a XIX. 



Digitized by 



Google 



[ 404 ] 

XIX. L'Octkelin DE LA Chine, afted, for the 
firft time, in the fummer of 1755, g^e infinite 
pleafure to every heart poffefled of fentibHity, d^ 
the love df virtue. The character of Idmi met 
with great applaufe. It is extremely intereftihg, 
and was played in a very fuperior ftyle, by Made* 
moifelle Clairon; The firft ad has great hi&rit, 
nor is the ftcond at all inferior. It Would havfe 
made a fine fourth ad: perhaps the a&ioti is tott 
much advanced in it^ which makes the fiicc^fed- 
ing a&s appear deficient. The denouemfent \i 
the more excellent as the tragedy concluded 
without any effufion of blood. 

The performers fpared no expence t6 reprefeilt 
this piece with every advantage in their poWeh 
The Coftume of Chinia was obferved as mu<*h ^i 
pdflible. Mademoifelle Clairon and Mademoiielld 
Hus laid by their hoops, an alteration ehtiitly 
approved by the beft judges. 

XX. Tancrede, afted in 1760, was writtettj 
and the parts ftudicd, in two months. This pfece 
was well contrived to difplay ftagc dccorsition; 
but this advantage, acdording to the opinion of 
the. author, ought to have been fupporied by 
greater animation in the ftylc, lefs dfeclamationj 
and verfification more poliflied. M. de Voltaire 
has not rhimed in couplets, but at intervals, as in 
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tiac Eoglifli ode. This kind of poetry prevent^ 
uniformity of rhime, but the French thought if 
approached too near to profe. Were rhimes art- 
fully varied, they might greatly contribute to the 
harmony of the verfe, but this the author appears 
to have fomewhat neglefted. 
• M. de Voltaire has alfo been cenfured for em- 
ploying feveral rhimes profcribed by the laws of 
French poetry ; but, in our opinion, he has giveii 
feveral very good reafons to juftify the liberty he 
has taken, in his Tancrede and his other tragedies. 
The following is the apology, contained in the 
letters on Oedipe, printed in 17 19 : 

^^ It now remains for me to fay fomething 111 
^^ defence of the rhimes I have hazarded in my 
l^ tragedy. I have made frein rhime with rien\ 
^^ herds with tombeauXy contagion with poijbn, &c. 
*^ I do not defend thefe rhimes becaufe I have 
*^ ufed them, but I have admitted them becaufe 
f^ I believed them good. I cannot, with patience, 
^^ fee every poetical beauty facrificed to the rich- 
^^ nefs of the rhime and more care takcti to 
f^ pleafe the ear than to affedt the heart, and in'-^ 
*^ form the underftanding. This tyranny has been 
*^ carried fo far as to require rhimes for the eye 
^^ ftill more than the ear. jfeferois and yaimeroh 
^ do not differ in pronunciation from traits anil 
^^ fittraits; yet it is pretended thefe wprd^ do not 
P d 3 ^^ rhime. 
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^^ rhime, becaufe cuftom requires they fliould be 
^^ written with different letters. M Racine had 
^^ written, in his Andromaque, 

M*en croirez-vous P Lajp defes trompeurs attraits, 
Au lieu de Venlevery Seigneur y je la fuirois. 

^^ However, as he could not vanquifh his fcru* 
^' pies, he flruck out the word fuiroiSy which ap-^ 
♦* pears to me, if the ear only be confulted, a 
** much better rhime to attraits th^n Jamais y which 
** he fubftituted in its ftead. 

^* The caprice of cuftom, or rather of thofe 
** who have eftabliftied it, permits the word ab* 
^' horrey which has two r*s, to rhime with encore, 
** which has but one. By the fame rule, tonnerre 
^^ and terre ought to rhime with pere and mere ; 
^^ yet this is riot allowed, and neverthelefs no one 
^^ murmurs at thefe unreafonable reftrifl:ions. 

*^ I cannot but believe it would be much for 
'* the advantage of French poetry to fliake off 
^^ the yoke of this abfurd and tyrannical cuftom. 
^* To permit authprs the ufe of "new rhimes 
^^ would be to furnifti them with new thoughts ; 
^^ for the flavifli obfervancc of rhioie frequently 
^^ permits b\it a fingle word in the .language to 
^* conclude the couplet, We can fcarcely ever 
/^ fay what we intended to fay, nor make ufe of 
^^ fh^ proper word,' we ^re obliged to fe^Jc a 
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^^ thought which may fuit the rhime, fince wc 
>f have no rhime which can fuit the thought* 
^* To this fervile accuracy we are to impute the 
y^ improprieties which fo frequently offend us in 
^* the writings of our beft poets. Authors iare 
*^ ftill more fenflble than their readers of the 
^^ cruelty of fuch a conftraint, yet they dare riot 
^^. attempt to deliver themfelves from their 
^^ bondage." 

XXI. Olympie. This tragedy was firft afted 
at the theatre of the Eledor Palatine. It appeared 
a new fpecies of compofition, and feveral bold 
theatrical fituations rendered the condud: of the 
piece highly interefting, and moft feelingly in- 
fpired pity and terror. Every thing contributed to 
the horror of the denouement and cataftrophe. Gf 
all the death-blows ever dealt, on the tragic fcene, 
none had appeared more affedting than that of 
Olympie. The decorations alfo were magnificent. 
The funeral pile, artfully difpofed, excited hor- 
ror; the flames were real; the altar, on which 
Olympie was feen, gave a full view of this fpec^ 
tacle; the priefts and prieftefles, arVanged in a 
femicircle at a diftance from her, left the Princefs 
at full liberty to precipitate herfelf into the fire. 

This tragedy produced the fame effed: at Parif 

when it was adbed there, in 1764. The learned 
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fevorably received a piece which revived in their 
memories the moft auguft and pleafing ceremo- 
nies of antiquity. It was referved to M. de Vol- 
taire, alone, to introduce, on the French ftage, the 
rites of the ancient myflefies of paganifm, with 
priefts and prieftefles in their ancient habits, and 
all the apparatus of a funeral pile, exhibited in 
the denouement of the piece. The illuftrious au- 
thor was not without his fears that thefe noveU 
ties would be ill received in the capital.. He fuf- 
pefted it would be faid, ^^ The fcene of this tra- 
gedy is a convent, Statira is a nun, Caflandra has 
made a general confefEon, and the Hierophahte 
Is a religious direftor, &c/* But the judicious part 
of the audience reftrained the frothy and illiterate, 
while nothing was regarded but its numerous 
beauties. With what emotion they beheld, in 
the third aft, Caflandra flivjddering while flie re- 
collefts Statira J in the fourth, Olympic at the 
foot of the altar, in defpair at her weaknefs, and 
repuliing Caffandra, who throws herfeif on her 
knees before her ; and, la{lly, in the fifth, the feme 
Clympie throwing herfeif into the funeral pile, in 
light of her terrified lovers, and of the priefts, 
pverwhelmed with grief and diflraftion, Thefe 
fituations, it is true, have not the fame effeft in 
fhe perufal, but tragedies are intended to be afte4 
'pi) the ftage^ and. M, de Vpltair^ deferves oinr 
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thOTiks for the pomp zxtd decoratioas hf Im iotrov 
ducjed intp our theatres. 

XXII* Adelaide 3>uGuEscLiN, 1765. Though 
we haye already mentioned this piece, under tjie * 
article of the Due de Foix, we think it proper 
here to r?n>ark the diflfcrences between thefe two 
tragedies. The Duke de Foix is, here, the Duke 
de Vendome. Amelia is Adelaide, niece to thp. 
Conftable du Guefclin. Vamir is the Duke de Ne- 
mours. Lifois the Sieur de Cpucy. Emar is 
Dangeft, the confidant of Nemours : ttnd the con- 
fidante is Taire in both. The fubje<9: of this ,tra'- 
gedy is taken from the Hiilory of Bretagne. Jean 
de Montfort IV or V^ who lived abo^ut the year 
1.387, bad commanded a gentleman to murder the 
Conftable of Cliffon, but. was fpon after feized 
with remprfe for his barbarous .orders. Bavalaa 
(for that was the name of the gentleman) fore- 
feeing the regret of the Prince, ferved him better 
than he could have hoped, by not complying with 
his commands. The period of time is the reign, 
of Charles Vlf Adelaide du Guefclin is fuperior 
to the Due de Foix ; and the French name^ of the 
charadters are more agreeable to the ear, and 
ipore conformable to the truth of hiftory, than 
the tiames JLmar and Vamir, which have a ro-? 
mantic found. The chara^er of the Duke dc 
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Vendome, to whom Nemours is prifoncr, has a 
ferocity which the violence of his paffion and ex- 
cefs of his jealoufy can fcarcely enable us to fup- 
port. The fecond fcene of the third adl, between 
Nemours and Adelaide, whom the former fuf- 
pefts to be falfe, is, in our opinion, the moft 
excellent in the piece. In the third fcene of 
the fifth aA, a cannon is fired, as a fignal to an- 
nounce to the Duke dp Vendome the death of his. 
brother. This difcharge of the cannon has a very 
good efFed:, but the event is too plainly forefeen 
for it to excite any terror in the audience ; for, 
when the Sieur de Coucy has received orders to 
aflaffinate Nemours, it is too diftinftly perceived 
he will not obey thofe orders, Adelaide was the 
laft piece of M. de Voltaire which had aa cquU 
vocal fuccefs : fof les Scythes^ les PelopideSj and ks 
LoixdeMnoSyWcrc very indifferently received; and 
they/ even have not all been afted. 

XXIII. That we might not interrupt our ac- 
count of the tragedies of M. de Voltaire, we have 
not yet fpoken of feveral of his comedies. Na- 
KiNE, adted in 1749, is only the novel of Pamela 
verfified. The part of Nanine, and that of the 
Count, who is in love with her, are interefling, 
but they might have been muc^ more fo. The 
Baronefs de Lorme, to whom the Count had pro- 
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mifed marriage, is one of thofe charafters which 
we fee on the ftage, but feldom any where elfe. 
Though, even for the ftage, it is a charafter not 
very proper, fince it is neither fufficiently ridicu- 
lous nor fufficiently odious to produce efFeft. Ma- 
dame d'Oiban, the mother jof the Count, is a 
jimple boafting perfonage, intended to fill up the 
piece ; her abfurdities are indeed too trivial, and 
unfuitable to her birth. The reft are valets, who 
have nothing particular, except Philippe Hom- 
bert, the father of Nanine, who only appears at 
the denouement, but who is well drawn. 

The firft aft is very naturally condudted, it is 
truly comic, and abounds in brilliant maxims and 
ftrong fententious lines, though not always well 
introduced. The fixth fcene, between the Count 
and Nanine, is very afFedisg. The fifth of the 
fecond aA has equal merit, but is almoft the only 
good one in that aft. The reft is frigid, ill 
condufted, and in an inferior ftyle. An equivo- 
cal letter, as in Zaire, where the words, " My 
dear farther,** have been omitted at the top of the 
page, produces all the perplexity of the piece. 
Who could have imagined that a letter from a 
daughter to her father, from a young girl to an 
aged ruftic, could ever have been miftaken for a 
billet doux. The^ author muft have been very 

hard 
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lurd put to it, to render the conduaof Nanine fuf- 
p^&ed, when he n>ade her write a letter in fuch a^ 
ftyle. 

. There are two excellent fcenes in the third ad, 
the fecond and the fifth. The fecond is equally 
cpm^c apd ^&Stlng. M. de Voltaire has hit the. 
precife point requifite to unite thefe two ftyleSj^ 
and form a tliird, This third, \yhich has never 
l^ep well executed in all its extent, does not con- 
fift (as M. Clement reii;arks) in being aWe ta 
di^iribute pleafa^trie^ through one fpoue, and tears 
through another. That requires bpt little inge* 
nuity, and is rather to disfig-ure than to unite ; but 
to join in the fame part the corpic and the affed:* 
ipg, withoyt wealkening either, but, in reality, 
giving new ftrengdi to both. This is indeed art, 
and foows the great mafter. The extreme diffi- 
culty of effedtipg thi$ cannot but greatly heighten 
th^e pieafure, from the furprize it produces; but 
hpw arduous the taft. to fupport this double part 
through five, or even through three ad:s ! 

The fifth fcene, that of the denouement, is pa- 
thetic, and well unravelled, if we except a few 
interruptions from Madame dOlban. Philippe 
Hombert is known to bp the father pf Nanine, of 
whom he had been imagined the fecret lover, her 
innocence can no longer be doubted, ajid tliQ 
Count, undeceived, refolves to facrifice the Ba-» 

ronefs to his afFedtion for Nanine, 
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Some have objeded that the moral of the piece 
19 dangerous, and tends to confound the differenti 
ranks of focicty, and produce unequal alliances* 
The amorous Count d'Olban advances, on thii 
head, maxims equally contrary to the good order 
of a ftate and the fubordination of families. But 
it is a lover who fpeaks thus ; arid we are lefs fur- 
prized at what he fays, than at the facility with 
tvhich the Coutitefs, his mother, confents to his 
marriage. 

Some have been alfo offended at the Count 
d* Olban, when he takes away from his miftreft 
all the prefents Ihe had received, and deprived 
her of the genteel drefs he had allotted her, to fend 
her back to her own village in her original Tuftic 
attite. This behaviour has been fenfured as 
equally cruel and mean, and which we fliould b* 
forry to fuppofe poffible in a man of quality. ' 

XXIV. La pRtrDE, a comedy never aded^ 
but at the theatre at Seeaux, under the prcrtit^oti 
df the Duchefs du Maine. I know not why it 
has never been performed by the comedians of 
Paris, fince, as the Abbe de la Porte remarks, it 
would moft probably piroduc a every good effcd:. 
it contains fituations truly comic, artful, and deli- 
cate, more calculated to obtain the approbation 
of perfoiis <Jf tafte than that of the multitude. 
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The charaders are well fuftained^ and properly 
diverfified. Thofe of Dorpbife and Blanfbrt are, 
perhaps, too clofe imitations of thofe of T^rfij^ 
and Orgoriy in Flmpojleur of Moliere. We meet 
with the fame love of virtue and probity, the 
fame credulity and obftinacy in Orgon and in 
Blanfort, and the fame hypocrify and villainy in 
Dorphife and in Tartuffe. The fcene of the ren- 
dezvous, in which Blanfort difcovers all the wick- 
ednefs of his vile miftrefs, is too common to the 
theatre, Thofe detedions, occafioned by the ob- 
fcurity of night, have been fo often repeated, on 
our ftage, that they no longer give the fame plea- 
fure; to the audience. But what pleafes, in this 
piece, are thofe charadters drawn from real life, 
and thofe fentiments which do honor to the abi- 
lities of M. de Voltaire, even in that kind of com- 
pofition which feems leaft adapted to his genius. 

The ftyle of La Prude refembles that of Na- 
nine, it is ingenious, but the verfification is neg- 
ligent; there, are in it a number of harfli, weak, 
and profaic verfes, and fome which are not French. 



XXV. Le Caffe, or L'Ecossaise, a comedy, 
of five ads, in profe, adted in 1760. It does not 
greatly abound in adion, but, in recompence, con- 
tains a number of fatirical ftrokes, which are 
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commonly more nervous than delicate. The epi- 
grams fcattered through it contributed power- 
fully, without doubt, to the fuccefs it met with, 
and which could not be greatly expefted from pe- 
rufal. But the ftyle breaths an elegant fimplicity 
and is interefting and comic. Lindane^ the heroine 
of the piece, is afFedting to every mind of fenfi- 
bility. Polly, the chamber-maid, is diverting, 
and the character of Freeport, though not new, 
is excellent. This comedy met with its critics, 
but the author broke the force of the attack by 
praifing it exceffively in the preface. 

^^ The comedy of TEcoffaife, fays he, may be 
*^ pronounced one of thofe works which are cal- 
*^ culated to fucceed equally in all languages. 
*^ In it is to be found the fimplicity and propriety 
** of the admirable Goldoni, with perhaps more 
^* intrigue, ftrength, and intereft. The denoue- 
*^ ment, the charadler of the heroine, and that 
^^ of Freeport, refemble nothing we have .before 
" feen on the French Itage. Yet are they drawn 
^^ from pure nature. This piece feems a little in 
** the ftyle of the moft efteemed Englilh ro- 
" mances. It abounds with fimilar touches, and 
" like defcriptions of manners. In it is nothing far« 
^* fetched, no oftentation of wit, from the author, 
^^ when the charafter alone Ihould be exhibite_d : 
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-^^ nothing- foreign to the fubjeft; laionie 6f that 
^* fchblaftic parade^ or thofe trivial maxims 
^^ which fo often ftip|)ly;the want of adion. This, 
^^ in juftice, we think ourfelves obliged to fay of 
'* our celebrated atithor. 

*^ We cohfefs, at -the fame time, that, in con- 
** formity to the opiiiiori of feveral judicious per- 
^ fons, we think the part of Frclon might be 
*^ retrenched. He appears in the laft afts, and 
** is puniflied, as is rcafonable, at the end of the 
*^ piece; but this juftice feems,. in fome meafure, 
** to cool the attention then naturally diriedted to 
*^ the denouement. 

'^ Befides> the charafter of Frelon is fo meah 
*^ and odious that we would wiih to fpare the 
** reader the too frequent view of fuch an objcft^ 
^* more diigufting than comic ; though we muft 
"'^ allow it is to be found in Nature/' 

It is difficult to admit the truth of this, taking 
the character fuch as it is defcribed by the author 
bf Ptecof&ife. His Frelon is an impudent rafcal, 
fuch as certainly is not to be found arhong our men 
af literature. 

XXVL Le DboiT 3v SjEio^EUR, a comedy, 
Jifited in ij^z^ had hot fuch brilliant fuccefs as 
rEcoflaife, fchbUgh in feveral particulars .this 
is thebeft piece. The language is indeed very 

negligent. 
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negligent* It contains verfes il^ .yvhicik 4>Qth ^He 

paufe ^qd <;be rliime ate wholly viol%te4j l»it ^t 
,a4fo has phages extremHy pathetic aft^ jeje- 
.gant. The Mairqub dv C^rr^ge .i;^ ^ .aSfiO©*' 

pUlhed philofopher^ who abouod? ip tbe cjofttfiq^ 
sftntimepts, ai\d gives additiopai force tO:h^ i^* 

trine by his example. ThecMjher.cham^S^s^PSe 
;tp be found in other xome^ie? or^r^maRces; >ut 
,iKeftutbor has;h^d the art t^. make itbem .appear 
j^ew, by a variety ,of excellent thoughts, fc;attere4 

through their parts, byeafy aad^k^nt^iajjogw, 
-and by the fentimcnts they. deliver. ThcieAm^ 

may, peirhaps, ibe too .numerous ; but a .defeft fo 

agreeable is eafily excufed* 

XXVII. La Femme ojri a Raisok. A Jiioce 
afted at the theatre of Carouge, near Geneva, in 
1758, but which has never been perforilied at 
Paris. As the author has not admitted it into 
the coUed:ion of his dramatic pieces, an honor of 
which, indeed, it was not worthy, we flial! here 
^ive a brief account of the plot* Madame Duru, 
a lady of fafliion, married to a citizen of that 
name, by whom Ihe has two children, a fon and 
daughter, takes advantage of the abfence of her 
hufband, wIk) is increafing his fortune in India, 
to alter her ftyle,of living to ajn\gnner more fuit- 
ablc to her opulence. -The Marquis dOutremont 
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conceives a paffion for her daughter, aad file 
h defirous to fee them united, but waits the 
cofnfent of her father; A correfpondent of the 
hufband's, who enjoys the confidence of M. Duni, 
on the other hand, wiihes his daughter to marry 
the fon of Duru; and Philpot, his fon, the 
daughter. During this conteft, of marriages pro- 
pofed and rejeded, M. Duru arrives from India; 
and^ ftiUa thorough tradefman in his manners, 
fcarcety knows his own family, m the midfi of fo 
much politenefs and fplendor. After having in- 
dulged a little in his parfimonious humor. Ma* 
dame Duru convinces him of the u(e which reafon 
requires we Ihould make of our wealth, and 
proves herfelf La Femme qui a raifon ; or, A Wife 
in the right. 

XXVIII. It now only remains to fpeak of M. 
de Voltaire's lyric poetry, which was not that ia 
which he moft excelled, as he himfelf has confefled. 

The public was nearly of the fame opinion on 
the appearance of his Samibn and Pandore. One 
of thefe was iet to muiic by Ramcau^ and one 
of our ableft muiicians is, it is faid, now refet- 
ting the other. *^ Pandore, (fays M. de Vol- 
*^ taire, in a letter to a friend) is not a w^U writ* 
^^ ten, but it may be made a fplendid entertain- 
'^ ment, and is not ill adapted to mufic. It y 
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^^ full of duo's, tribs, and choruffes. It Is, be- 
** fides, a philofophical opera, which ought to be 
*^ afted in the prefence of Bayle and Diderot. It 
" treats of the origin of moral and phyfical evil. 
" Jupiter, indeedi - ha^ no very cdmmeridable 
^^ part : he wants nothing but his two tons. An 
^^ indifferent mufician, named Royer, has com- 
*' pofed aUnoft all the inufic of this whimfical 
*^ piece.*' Pandore died ^vith him, arid we now 
wait its refurredtion ; fpme critics believe this im- 
poffible, but they, perhaps, are too faftidious. 



Ec2 SKETCH 



Digitized by 



Google 



S K E T C H 

OF THE 

CHARACTER. 

(0 F 

M. DE VOLTAIRE, 

CONSI13ERED AS A 

DRAMATIC l^OET. 

MDE VoLtAifefi verj^ early perceived the 
• beauties and defefts of our tragic fcene* 
Comeille, an ancient Roman among the French, 
a noble, rapid and profound genius, appeared to 
him full of the moft barbarous irregularities. Ra- 
cine, more elegant and tender, was frequently 
xleficient in (Irength and intereft. Crebillon had 
opened to himfelf a new path, by that tragic terror 
which marks his compofitions; but he ftaggered 
at every ftep, when the fubjeft did not accor.d 
with his particular genius. M. de Voltaire, who 
had the gift of good tafte, a ductile mind, en- 
lightened by philofophy, axud a feeling heart, ima- 
gined the public favor could only be enfured by 
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uniting the diftinguifhing eharaAeriftics of thofe 
three great mafters of the French fiage. He de- 
termined to think like Corneille, write like Ra- 
cine, and fliake the foul like Crebillon, This 
projeft was worthy the Alexander of literature. 
He may not always have been eqiial to fo vaft a 
defign, but it muft be confeffed he has often fuc- 
eeeded ; and fucceeded fo well that his beft pieces 
(Zaife and Alzire for example) have drawn more 
numerous audiences than any of the works of our 
greateft tragic poets. " He does not merely pleafe 
(fays a certain writer) he Enchants.'* 

But whence arifes this indefcribable charm f 
From his brilliant defcriptions, his noble fenti- 
nients, land bold, nervous, and fublimp thoughts. 
Such is the character of the fty,le of M. cfe Vol- 
taire, than which none can be better adapted tp 
tragedy. What fweetnefs, what elegance, what 
harmony, what colouring! It muft appear fur- 
prifing that the lullre of his imagination ihould 
»ot enfeeble the pathos, to be found in alt 
his pieces. Hfe is tendej and afFefting, yet not 
the lefs eleganjt or lefs ingenious ; he, at once, 
touches the heart and delights the underftandiflg. 
Thofe who have tafte enough to relifli his exqui-^ 
fite beauties will be tempted to agree with usy in 
readily allowing him genius, which fo many 
critics have denied him to pofTefs j fot he unites 
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tjie brilliant and the pathetic j he feels and he 
reflefts ; and it is that combination, as a certain 
philofppher has pbferved, which conftitutes the 
man of genius. Ope eulogium cannot be refufed 
M. de Voltaire, ^nd is, perhaps, exclufively his 
own ; which is, that if jiis verfes be divefted of 
their meafure, we Ihall ftili find a nervous and • 
elegant profe : make the fame experiment on other 
tragic poets, and fome will appear barbarous, aqd 
others languid. 

Though this praife has been allowed to the 
poetry and profe of M. de Voltaire, hp has been 
cenfured for tOQ much negledting the analogy of 
his ideas, and that imperceptible connexion, which, 
by artfully uniting the different parts of a work, 
render? its perufal delightful. It has been objedied 
that almoft all his verfes, disjoined and detached^, 
prefent themfelves, as it were, one by one. But 
it feems fcarcely ppffible to do otherwife, when 
we wilh tp write lofty and fonorous verfes, efpe- 
cially in t\ie French language ; a language em- 
barrafled with articles, incapabje of inflexions;^ 
ppor in poetical terms and nervous expreflionsj^ 
fubjefted to the eternal monotony of rhime, and 
yet affording no rhimes fuitablc to fublimc 
fubjefts. 

Thofe, therefpre, who would give ftrength tq 
Qur profaic and monotonous poetry are under an 
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indifpenfable necelEty of writing in fingle lincs^ 
or couplets. M. de Voltaire has perceived this, 
aod repaired the fault, if it be one, by endeavor- 
ing to intermix long and fliort periods, by vary- 
ing the meafure, avoiding common exprelEons, 
too frequent conjunAions, repetitions of the fame 
word, and, above all, rhiming on epithets. 

Other critics have denied our poet the talent 
of invention^ • They have declared him incapable 
of forming a conneded whole, and that, pof- 
feffing no originality, he is only able to poliih 
and decorate fubjcds which have been attempted 
before by others. But, if thefe attempts have 
failed, why Ihould it be forbidden a writer, of 
genius, to treat them in a fuperior manner ? Be- 
fides, there are tragedies which are entirely his 
own, Alzire for example ; and thefe have not been 
the pieces received leaft favorably by the public. 

It has alfo been pretended that M. de Vol- 
taire, in order to enfure fuccefs to his theatrical 
produijtions, has made ufe of means never thought 
of by the great poets of the laft age. Had he a 
piece, it has been faid, to appear on the ftage, 
he fupported it with more artifice and induftry 
than if the objeft in view were to prevent the fall 
of an empire. But in what cabals could he en- 
gage after his retirement to Fernei ? And, fince 
that time, the worft things he has written have 

been 
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taire's account of, by M. do 
M. 33. 

Herode & Mariamne, critical re- 
marks on, -3^9. 

Hiilory (Modern) Yo^^aire's re- 
mailcs on, 290. 

(Englifh) Voltaire's cxr 

preflion concerning, 294. 

Honors conferred on Voltaire by 
the crowned heads of Europe, 
il.24. 

I. 

J^rri (Abb; du) the rival of Vol- 
taire for the prize of the French 
academy, 11, 

abfurd blundec 



of the, 12. 
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Illncfs, account of VoUaire*s laft, 
by the Abbe Gaultier, 241. 

Indifcret (L') critical remarks on, 
3.81. 

Infiidelity of Voltaire when young, 

lnterdi6lioD, the chapel m which 

Vcdtaire was buried kid under 

an, 264. 
Interment of Voh aire in confecrat- 

cd ground, forbidden hy the 

^ Archbifhop of Parrs, . and the 

* Bifliop of Troves, 263. 

-a— manner of Vokaire*9, ibid. 

Invalid, Voltaire procures twenty 

guineas for an, 5* 
Irene, ac^ed ac Paris, 241. 

■ Voltaire's extravagaiu jby 
at the fuccefs of, 318* 

K. 

Kinglin (Prefident of Colmar) 
Voltaire's expreilion on feeing 
the child of, 309* 

Koenig, Voltaire's letter to, 18^. 

Launai, account of a letter from* 
to Rouflfeau, concerning Vol- 
taire, ^9. 

Learning of Voltaire, 365. 

Letter, humorous, concerning Fa* 
ther Caftel, by Voltaren jj. 

• from M. Medine, concern- 
ing RouiTeaif, 126, 

1— from Saurin to Madame 

VoJiin, i:>8; 

■ tmm M. de Molin to the 
aviiliors of the Bibliothecjuc 
Fran 9( life, 131. 

from Voltaire to Mauper- 

tui^, ] 52. 
■ from the Kingof Pruffia 

to Vohaire, 158. 

■ from Voltaire to Madame 



Dents, iht, 

— from La Bcaumelle, 172, 

frufii Voltaire to Koenig, 

fe» ■ frim Voltaire to tjie Cu- 
^ r»tf of St. Salpice, 253, 



Letter from De la Lande to the 

Abbe Gaultier, 261, 
Letters, philofophical,by Voltaire, 

burnt, 56. 
Loflcs of Voltaire, account of the, 

237. 
Xyons, Voltaire reiides at, 198* 
Lyric poetry of Voltaire, character 

of the, 418. 

M. 

Magnificetice and haughtinefs oi 
Voltaire, 25. 

Mahomet, critical remarks on, 390. 

Maifons (the Prefident de) the 
friend oSF Voltaire, 18. 

— ' his houfc burnt, 21. 

verfes on, 23, 

Manner of living of Voltaire, 271. 

Maupertuis account of the quarrel 
between, and Voltaire, 1 5 1 , 

— - — — literati who took part in 
the quarrel of with Vohaire, 171. 

Merope, when firft performed, 142. 

— letter concerning, 302. 

■ critical remarks on, 392. 
■ ' criticifm of, by the Abbe 
des ("ontaines, 393. 

Maffillon, Voltaire's-high opinioa 
ofy 286. 

Metaftafio, Voltaire's great efieem 
for the works of, 340. 

Milton, Voltaire's opinion of, 289, 

Minors, Voltaire efpouies the caufe 
offome, 216. 

Mond;iiiie (Le) a fatire of Vol- 
taire's, confequences of the pubf 
lication of, 142. 

Montefquieu, his opinion of Vol- 
taire, 337, 53.8, 

— ' -■■ ' V 



bltaire's remarks 
on, 338, 
Mort de (Jaefar« critical remarks 

on, 389. 
Moyfade, not written by RouiTeaUi 
65, 

N. 
Nanine, fritical remarks on, 410. 
Navarre (La Princefs de) critical 
reiparks on, 394. 

Nin.on 
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mnqa it r£nclo8, aacc^otes ol, 

6, 7- , - 

Ijlgv^s a lega- 



cy to Voltaire, 6. 

O. 

Ode, account of Voltatre'a for Jthe 
prize of the French academy, 1 1. 

*— Roufleau's , on the glory of 
the French King, quoted, 96, 

97- 

•— byRouiTeau, Jip. 

— on Ingratitude, ,by Voltaire, 

121. 

Pi— written by Rouflcau to Car- 
dinal Fleury, 125. 

Qedipc, Voltaite's pwn criticifoi 

of, 37S- . . 

plyippie, critical fcn^arjcs on, 407. 

Opera, Voltaire not fuccefsful in 
the coippoiition of^ 34.8. 

Orefte,. critical remarks on, 39J3u 

iOrphelin dc h Chino, critical re- 
marks on, 404. 



l^andorc, accpunt of the opcjcaof, 

418. 
i^^ris, VoJ^ai^e not permitted to 

refide at, 198. 
•-«— VgltaiFe returns to, 340. 
■ » ■* Voltaire greatly admired and 

applauded on his return to, 241. 
*— Voltaire's account of his 

manner of living at, 528. 
Pays dc Gex, Voltaire retires to 

the, 197. 

Voltaire's iraprpve- 



Pluto (the judgment of) a. ^oem 
by Roufleau, fome account of. 

Poetry, Voltaire's opinion of^^zS;. 

• r prediction to Vciiaife con- 
cerning, 17. 

Pope (the) /orbids his nuQ«ie-to 
prqfecute Voltaire, a8. 

Pruffia (the Kjiig qf) pa^miiset 
the Henriade, 30.. 

■■'■ ■ ' feizes Voltaire's -hkhhi- 
fcript at the printer's, i ff . - 
caufes Voiiaire to ^ air- 



men ts of tl)(e, 221. 

- Voltaire obtaiiis .let - 



refted, 159, 
. *— r-^ letter frpm^ t9y<rfta^Fe,^5^ 

Racme, VoU^r^e's iiigh «Mmoa 

of, 288. 
Recaatation ^4 Ptotcli^ation ^ 

Vokaire, 251. 
Rhin^e, Vol^ai^e's remark* on, 

339, 405, . . ^ 

Rome Voltaijr-crfcgrful.af. going to^ 

321. 
Rome, Sauyee, oritical remarks 

on, 400. 

" ■ ■" ' ■ '■ H ■ obfervations on by 

M. Clement, ibid. 
Roiifleaw (J. B.) aocount of the 

difputes lietween him and Vol- 

taire, 40. 
" great friendftiip of, for 

Voltaire at firil, 41. 

letter from, to M * * * 



concerning Voltaire, 4.3. 

• writes an accouot of hts 



tcrs of fi^nchifemej^t fpr _the, 

222, 

Palifibt, yojtaire's 9pu;uQn of, 307. 

Pcrfoji of Voltaire engaging when 
young, }U.. 

* ■ ' defcription of, 266. 

Phyfic, VoUairc's opinion concern- 
ing* y>4* 

Plagiariliiis of Voltaire, 362, 363, 
364. 



firft acquaintance with Vroltair'e, 

4S. 
Oedipe and the Henriade 

fent to, by Voltaire, 50. 
advice of, to Vrltaire, 

concerning the poem of the 

League, or the Henriade, 53. 
1 -threatens to publilh a col- 

le6!ion of letters ajid memoirs 

againft Voltaire, 61. 
— the father of, ftioemiaker 

to V^oHaire's father, 63. 
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Rouffcftu (J.B.) Voltaire boafts he 
gave four guineas to, 74. 

■ Memoirs of, by Voltaire, 

79- 

■ arrogant behaviour of, to 
a counfellor of parliament, 8o, 

^ ■ libel agairtft Madame de 
Louvancourt and her lifters, 85. 

■i undutiful behaviour of, to 

his father, 86. 

■■ changes his name, 87. 

■ is banifhed, 109. 

■ - retires into Switzerland, 
ibid. 

■ enters into the fervice of 
Prince Eugene, 113. 

■ goes to BruiTels, ibid. 

■ I fubfcriptlon for the works 
of, in England, 114; 

I- ^ Voltaire's remarks on the 
flyle of, ibid. 

- Voltaire's account of his 

quarrel wiih,: 116. 

m death of, 127. 

Roufleau (J. J.) accufed by Vol- 
taire of difturbing him in his re- 
treat, 201. ^ 

— ■ ■■ ■ Voltaire's remarks on the 
works of, 361. 

* Voltaire's converfation 

with a workman of Neufchatel 
concerning, 370. 



Sacrament, Voltaire takes the, in 

the church of Fernei, 204. 
m taken by Voltaire a fecond 

time, as a viaticum, 20;. 
Samfon, an opera by Voltaire, 

fome account of, 418. 
Saurin accufed by Roufleau, 103. 
' quotation from his Factum, 

105. 
Scellieres (Prior of) depofed by his 

General for burying Voltaire, 

2 64. 
Semiramis, critical remarks on, 

395- 
■ ■ burlefque fong on, by Pi- 

ron, 307. 
Sirven, ftoxy of, 215. 
• family of, befriended by 



Small Pox, Voltaire feizcd 

the, 18. 

Song, a burlefque, by Piron, 39/^ 
Spirit of Laws, Voltaire*s cenfui 

and approbation of, 336, 337. 
Sully (Due de) name of the, erafe^ 

from the Henriade by Voltare^ 

25. I 

T. ! 

Tancrede, critical remarks on, 404* 

Taflb, Voltaire's opinion of, 334. 

Temple of Tafte (the) how reccif-^ 

ed, 59. 

' ■ Voltaire's own account t 

Tencin (Cardinal de) writes 
court againft Voltaire, 199. 
Theatre, Voltaire crowned at the, 

257- . 

■ the French, Voltaire's cx- 
preflion concerning, 302. 

Thiriot, friendfliip of, for Voltarc, 

20, 

■ character of, 2yjn I 

diftruflcd by Voltaire, 352, 

Travenol, iinjufl: perfecution of, 

by Voltaire, 146. 
>■ imprifoned by. Voltaire, 

146. 

■ Voltaire call by, in da- 
mageSy 149. 

V. 

Vanity of Voltaire, 342. 
Varicoui t (MademoiJelle de) Vet 
taire's friendfliip for, 296. 

■ marriage of, 297. 
Verfes to the regent by Voltaire, 4^ 
on Nero, by Voltaire, j. 1 

— from his ode for the pnzc of 
the academy, 13. 

——to the Countefi of Thou- 
loufe, 1 6. 

— on the Prefideiif de Maifons, i 

— toGervafi, 14. ; 

— — - in the name of Madanie dc 
Rupelmondci with the aafwef} 
51, 52. 

•»»* agabft Rouflcau« 68* 



Index. 



L ^° 



Vcrfes of La Motte, aflcrted by 

Voltaire to be meant of Rouf- 

feaU| 71. 
— — againft the Prench academ}^ 

by Voltaire, 99. 
•— to the Jting of Pruffia by 

Voltaire on returning the order 

of merit, 157. 
■ ■ to the Lady of Marechal Vil- 

lars^ 223. 
» !■ by Voltaire on his inclination 

to poetry, 2'; 2. 
' by Voltaire, when banilhed 

to Sully fur Loire, 278. 
to M. Fourmont, 279. 
to the Marchionefs du Cha- 

telet, 282. 

— from the Marchioncfs du 
Chatclet to the King of Pruffia, 
283. 

m ■■ on the library of the Mar- 
chionefs du Chatclet, 285. 

*■■ ■■ on a law-fuit, 290, 

^— on Maupertuis, by Voltaire, 
292. 

— on the French nation, 294. 

— on Mademoifelle de Vari- 
court, 2q8. 

by M. de la Harpe on Ma- 
demoifelle de Varicourt's mar- 
riage, 299. 

-" ■ on indigent authors, 3C5. 

on St. Bartholemew's day, 
309. 

on women, 313. 
—— on play, ibid. 
■■' ■ ' on affe<^tion in flylc, 323. 



Verfes on liberty, 344. 

— from the Epiftle to Zaire, 
3B5. • . 

" on Alzire, by G reflet, 385. 

Villars (Marechal de) an expreflioa 
of his concerning Roufleau in a 
letter to Prince Eugene, 70. 

Voltaire, binh and family of, !• 

— amour with Mademoifellq 
Noyer, 8. 

~ confined in the Baftillc, 14. 
Voltaire goes to Berlin, 115. 
ridicules Maupertuis. 155. 

— leaves Pruffia, 1 59. 

— r— arretted by order of the King 
of Pruffia, ibid. 

— retires to L«s Deliccs, tq^ 

■ ■ returns to Paris, 240. 

— laft illncfs of, 241. 

■ death of, 260. 

— reafon of aflTuming the name 
of, 26. 

Ufse (M. de) patronizes Roufleau^ 

W. 

Wanton behavior of Voltaire du- 
ring the reprefentation of one of 
' his tragedies, 222^ 
Weflel, Voltaire had rcfolyed tm 
retire to, 203. 



ZaYre, critical remarks on, 383. 
Zulime, critical retnarks on, 388. 
— — criticifm on, by Roufleau dt 
Thouloufc, ibid« 
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